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l.IJIn', Ihll' lAlIl lobcU. ot 
1",,-_. _nd 01,. h V_lIey 
LuOlh.:,. Coml:..ny, u _II 
.. P.r{I~~ rt ln Lumber 

onlpany of WebSter 
\mly. The WV Midland 

R_lIroad OUi of Weblitt'r 
Spring' with George 
jackson as depot agent, 
Warrick Gum as engineer 
IUld Porter Cochran as 
conductor o n the daily 
passenger train OUt of 
Weblitet Spri~ meeting 
the passenger train out of 
Richwood on its way to 
Clarksburg; the people 
gathered at the depots at 
Holly Junction, Cowen, 

. \ ' ~"diU" ·~9\~ 
(!f1i1irv~r had Iu. own W.... pROt Uii .J'm,.L....,nJ7IIfff'~ 
nl b10wlnil the whlftlle for grind, the w~b';a::: ~ C: (..go, • ..,... 

rullrOlld crOlltlnWl. COWl on truck,, ' and It w .. to birr o.lt an-awJ .iIo 
the railroad ttaclt., u they C larksbul l. Rich..-DOd, number of ,:b and 
paSkd Ihtlr "Irl(rknd's Holly Junction Of WCMU Ch ,u c.cJ\/rft;d 
nouse d h· 1 "--' e __ _ ea ~ou.ntun A ,a n a lupcr W lSI: c .....,,,np . ..:>eVenty-five yea,. lundard 'I Old 
as they pDssed grandma'lor ago, this oort of scmc: wu l..ather~C ~ .: 
grandpa '. hOU5e. commonpl:u:e. num 'Cwn Che.i ~~ 
Th~ steam lcx:omotive, engines Wetc: everyw~,e. 5ha~ fork. compk~ 

the hIgh whttl, high s~ passen~r Innns, ~ trainS, 9r(ith . the preKnt fWO 
steam passenger ,,; engmes coal ttams, branch linea, on switchback. to achieve 
always 'pun their wheels schedule, carrying Kansas 1,600 feet elevation pin 
when pulling OUt of the wheat, coal, lumber and rail connection ~ 
station in eo.,.,en, Rich~ excursions to "'ball games, Dr, C<-ff"tt'$ town ri old 
wood, and Camden, as world fairs, inaugurations sp~e .andnew$prucc: , and 
Bloomer GreC'n said all of president!, governors, CaM. 
aboard and the black state and other events. So, Spruce, the. coldest and 
smoke billows 100 feet Cass Scenic Railroad still dw: highest town (3.853 
into the air , it puffs and carries sounds, scents and feet) in the eastern U.S. in 

Th W V
· sights of Steam powered 1909, 36millionboardfeet e est lrginia n:ansportation which has oflumbtt went through the 

ytekled to airpons arid big band Slwmil\ o £Spruce 

Mt.dland Rat·lroad super highway s . . Cass and 40 n.ilroad cars of 
revives memories of.lteam peeled pulpwood, left CaM 
railroad n ansP9narion . for the. paper mill in 

May 6, 1965 
For those who love 

trains such as the old Shay 
and Climax and those who 
knew the West Virginia 
Midland In its heyday of 
busy passenger and freight 
traffic, it's still easy to walk 
along the old right of way 
up and down Holly River 
on a misty night and 
imagine hearing an engine 
whistle or a signal echoing 
down (rom the years that 
are long gone. As the years 
go on~ fact ancf fiction 
bk-nd tnto one indispen~ 
sible mass o( pleasant 
memories of c hugginK 
en,ines, neatly kept 
~t cars, thr familiar 
"aU • sard" by Porter 
Cocb"", .. """ .- ,",.u, 

pulls out o( the yard lit 
Palmer (now Sutton Dam) 
headed (or Webstu 
Springs, Wv. 

Conti.nued On Page 3 

The. history of the Cass Covington, Yiflinia and 
Railr'o ad is tightly the paper mills of the 
entwined, with local paper eastern U.S. 
and lumber industries. A As the rimbtt SUI--;XY 
century ago, massive stands Continued On l'age. j 

86 Miles From Flatwoods 
To _Cass Scenic Railroad 
by Sheriff Gi"", 

Going nonh, going 
south on Interstate 79 to 
get to Cass, you get off the 
interstate, exit 67. t3ke 1-
and 19 norm J.t mile to Bill 
Squire. MoWlwn I..anes 
Convention Hall, and 
Uoyd's Restauranr and 
Motel. When I ~avinl 
'ntnstare 79. you nr.n 

south o n 4 and 19, 
McDo nalds and Dairy 
Queen, and the screaming 
eagles and Braxton County 
H;,h Sohool, _ ....... 1 
Court Mollel. Marlowe's 
Restfuranl'. to rhe Go~',brr 
and country convenience 
store. BuY. or wy wiD pve 
you a Sheriff Given ea. 
Sc~nk R3ilru.... Spt'\.zal 

Newspaper. T alce Stale 
Rou~ 1115, Wi mile to 
Copr'. ~1tIuraat. .~tc 
you can pi samet ..... ro 
_ ... ~pn::..11 
.,e. have ever bft:D ...-_Ihr .... 
or dmbtdaI .... ,. fOU 
~W ..... yCIII -, ............ -
<-_aauod CD ..... ~ 
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Th a s (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad 
..... ~.. .. .. d.1 tN., 

"'-"". ~h ,'ilL 
k .. 0. ... 'v, Ifill .... lch • 
"~fI.m.n crew, ('nilineer, 
AtM'n'n, " onJU(mf. and 
fOOl hnk .. nllm Of'lr (o r 
l'O'C'ty IhfCC: Dirt , II h .. been 
ukl,hal No. I Z could have 
""ndlal mOfe ca~ bur 13 
,.<\$ ,he Umll through m.: 
a:,.',chb~k •• '''0 of which 
.re in OperAtion tedoy on 
the Cau S::enic RailrOBd. 
Thr", of thOIl: eogin($ arc 
.still in oPl=rarlon lOday
Not. 1.4. 5, and recently 
purchucd No. 7 from 

...... " ow. II''WIOM', _ 
.,; .. ". ~hurd\. 'nJ ... .. __ " "me'. h;r 

~ un I~ mill l"lfIJ 
J1w. toe .n"~n...m ..... Iht' 

... , ~ tR"I anJ 

.... the-.,.." mI.:hl be 
1M 1h.r o,)m,'''V buardUlI: 
""-
~ .... Ilv:Ofp0r2rrd 'n 

191 • anJ {ormed • CIty 
1OW'mlTW1'\I, • buly rown 
.uh 60 hc"UC5, city "''111('( . 
.hhouJh owned and 
qxnlrd by WC$I Virgtni. 
Pulp and PIp"" Company. 
W.,u weTt' I,,"enlcen 
ttnO (or an ck-vn\·hour 
d., and fifty cC'JIl.I.d.y (or 
bc.rd Ind room. There was 
no ched:ol'f' (ran your 
'"res $uo;:h as sodal 
A«Unry, UlC(Jmc ax, and In 
fxt. tM mm who worked 
at me camps usually didn't 
dn .. (heir PlY only every 
&Ill: months. Company 
houses in c.as. were rrnling 
£or S 10 JXI' month with nO 
mUF (or water or electric. 
all .~ considered a part of 
lhe renl . During peak 
p'oduaion. il ook twelve 
Shay engines to log the 
mill. the run from Spruce 
to Cut wa. -,,!~~o"";"'dv 12 mila -, 

Meadow River Lumber 
Company II Rainelle. 

Althoug h the Cass 
Scenic Railroad is only 
four miles long, tnc steel 
remains incu;t to Bald 
Knob and Spruce. The lasl 
cngine to Bald Knob was in 
196 1 and II motor car 
makes it yet today. The 
West Virginia Department 
of Natural Resources is in 
the process of rebuilding 
the trad: to Spruce and 
Bald Knob, along with a 
lodle and po5sibly wall to 
wal carpets and modern 
lodge facilities fa r flung 
from graybacks, bedbugs, 
long tables, 5:00 a.m. , 
breakfasts, wahing for 
daylight in the winter 
before going to work 
harvesting the: taU virgin 
spruce. 

Why _I 
I'~s 

if, 

C.rllp No. , '" No. 29: 
build then\ Jenny Lynn 
Ivpe, I ,ripped with 
c rCOlOle (coal tar p r0Cd8) 
to praICTVC the wood and 
dllule the bedblllP and 
grayb.ck.s, usc roll rooflng 
wilh a 6 or 12 rod .slope, 
stcd wall pipe (or a 
chimney, a couple of POt 
burrel Stoves, a coal "red 
COOk slove about 12 (eet 
long, iron skillets, big Ihkk 
cups for coffee that holds a 
hal( pint. thick platcs.a30-
(()Ot-Iong table with gallon 
buckets of mol asses. 
honey, jell ies, r eal 
buckwheat from Preston 
County, about three kinds 
of meat and biscuits. 
Ben che.s fo r chairs, a 
regular eating time o r you 
wait for the next meal, 
build the bunks against the 
wall, one over top of the 
other and malc.e everything 
o riginal as far as pos.siblc. 
Have a barn with two pairs 
of 2,000 

Proper 
lu>m~ 

no such 
is what 

them) , 
on lett 

check 

J~!"'::~.!k.;d' hicks ~I shoes, 
Ritchie 

",d 

iIiiiI 

wllh real Iol. about onc
h.lf mile from camp c&o.c 
to tile railrOMl . You must 
have a aidi~ with dwr: 
oril(inal log cna-.ome 
loaded_orne half loaded. 
10 make It Look ~l as me 
train pulls up to Camp No. 
S or 29. Have the wood 
hicks and horses In tN: real 
act. it mlglH be well to have 
the hioo stay around al 
night to tell tall taln about 
logging train WTC!I;:ks, how 
10 file a saw, champion 
hicks, and lobby lOS 
swries. You could let the 
kids ride the log horses if 
they weren't too tired from 
putting on a I S-minute 
audition each day . 

mil in U$I: today. 
The only VIrgin Wri>a 

n:maininv frorn thia trae." 
130 aaea \mown _ d.: 
Ham ilton Wed,c , in 
dispulC for years. finally 
ktded, and b now II panel 
d1C National FOlta located 
ju&t off State Route 250 
near Gavincer flre towct 
and i.s hdd in re5CTVe for 
pee,*, to viev-' nanneat in 
best . 

The yea.r 1940 saw W est 
Virginia Pulp and Paper sell 
the assets ofCass to Mower 
Lumber Company, but 
only a part of the quarter of 
a miUion ac res in the 
original tract. In fact, 65 
thousand acres on the 
upper end of Cheat River 
(river on top of a 
mountain), the remainder 
of the quarter million acres 
was acq uired by the 
government and is now 

. part of the National Forest . 
West Virgi nia Pulp and 
Paper also sold to the 
Western Maryland Rail
road, 93 miles of track 

Sb" 

C:au, liki: Tioga, Dana. 
Bergoo, Holly luncuon, 
Jenyville, Three Forks,and 
o,erry River , yidded to 
automation or lack of 
timber. The West Virginia 
Legislature, under the 
guidance of W .W . Barron, 
and now G~rnor Smith, 
is trying 10 give the Town 
ofCass new life .... ith mold 
time scenic railroad. Last 
year 33,000 people plus 
the politicians. took Iht 
four-mile [Tip through the 
switchback5,g~tting hOI 
cinders in their hair. The 
TUsh , me Shay engines, roew 
faces have given hope to a 
dying lown. The CaS! 
Scenic Railroad tull y 
deve: loped to the original 
style of logging such as 
existed at Camp No. 5 01" 

29, could be the biggest 

~;~rP!b~:~'i~~;~:!~W:"~ ~.~~ and 
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The ass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad 
.. hrrr 'I'(>ti .,.,uhJ louy 
6ftl1'*'1 tn..,.... "lOin I..;.:k ".I r-"" I .. SM,. .. .-.:mc:. a 
~ "'~ • .:hurdl, and 
1ft dw .. 'nl .... un .... Ie:.,. 
~~ on 11K' mdl pond. 
T1w ~ .n .... nwn .... Ih" 
J ... h ~~ , ... m and 
lObo Ih .. $fnngrfS mighl be 
I' the n:lmrun)" boardmg ...... 

lot: (Jars I'll:' .rip wllh II 
... ~n-fnlln CR' W, en!:i""'",r, 
fi~.n, conduCtor, and 
(OUI bl1lk"men one {or 
""""f Ih r'ff 011'$. It h llS been 
ukhhal No. 12 couJdhavl: 
handled mOfI.' cars bUI J 3 
"-as I~ limit through Ih" 
$";ll.'hbacks, 1"'0 of which 
Mt' in Opl"'arion today on 
th" Coss Scenic RailrOld. 
Thr« o f thOiii.' engines arc 
still in op,::ration ttxlay
Nos. I. 4, S, and roccntiy 
purchased No. 7 from 
Meadow River Lumber 
Company at Rainelle. 

Ahhough t he Cass 

c..t "". IflCOC"por:Iltd in 
1910. and formed I city 
JO~'ftlUTlI:T\I •• blUr lown 
."h 60 houses , city WilIer . 
althoush g ,,' ned and 
oprr~ by We$1 Virginia 
Pulp and Pa~ Company. 
Willet .. 'ere 5"v"nleen 
anD (or an "leven·hou r 
cby and fifty (enls lday (or 
board.ndroom. Th .... t' was 
no checkoff (rom your 
-eu such a5 social 
~uriry. incomt' Clx,andin 
(.ct, the men who W(l rkcd 
Illh" camp! usually didn '( 
dl"l"" their pay o nly every 
;lib month .. Company 
house. in Cass were n:nling 
(CK SIO ~ month with no 
charF for Wlref (J( de(:lric. 
all was<:oru idered a part of 
Ihe rem. During peale 
1:''''',"a;o~,. it IOOIe twelve ,,,. 

Scenic Railroad is o nly 
four miles long, the steel 
remains inmct [0 Bold 
Knob and Sprue('. The last 
engine to Bald Knob was In 
1961 and a motor car 
makes jt yet today. Th.,. 
West Virgi ~a Depanmenr 
of Natural Resources is In 
the process of rebuilding 
the t rack to Spruce and 
Bald Knob, along with a 
ladle and possibly wall to 
wal carpelS and modern 
lodge facil ities fa r flung 
from graybacks, bedbugs, 
long [ables, 5:00 a,m., 
breakfasts, waiting (Or 
daylight in the winter 
before going to wo rk 
harvesting the tall virgin 
spruce. 

Why 
oriainal 

p~s 
it's 

Camp No. 5 or No. 29: 
build Ihem J"nny Lynn 
typ" , urlpped with 
ereOilOte (coal tlr p rocess) 
to prellerve the wood and 
dilute the Ixdbugs and 
graybadc.s, usc roll roofing 
,,';tn ~ 6 or I Z roof slope, 
steel wall pipe (or a 
chimn"y, a couple of pot 
balTo:! stovcs, a conI fi red 
cook stove about 12 (e<.:t 
long, iron skm"ts, big thick 
cups for cof{e<.: that holds a 
half pinl , thick plates. a 30. 
foot.long table with gallon 
buckets of molasses, 
ho ney, jellies , real 
buckwheat frern Preston 
County, about th ree kinds 
of mea t and biscuits. 
Senchu for ch ai rs , a 
regular cadng time o r you 
wait for the next meal, 
build the bunks agains t the 
wall, onl.' over top of thl.' 
o thtt and makl.' everything 
original as far &s possible. 
Have a bam with two pairs 
of horSt's about 2,000 
pounds e ach . Prope r 
harness OVtt hames 
(Wl.'bstl.'r no such 
word, but is what 
eVl.'rybody thl.'m), 
grabs, grab on len 
harne, check 
lines, hicks 
with shoes, 

Ritchil.' 
~dand 

with r<::>\ ~ .bout 0"'" 
NH mile from camp ckKc 
10 the railro.d. You must 
hove a sidi~ with the 
o riginal log cars-som" 
loaded_orne half loaded, 
to make i\ look real as Ihe 
train pulls up 10 Camp No. 
5 or 29. Have Ihe wood 
hicks and horses in the real 
ac!, it might be well to hoave 
the hicks stay around a! 
nighl 10 tell tall tales aboul 
logging traio wrecks, how 

.cill in U!ll! today. 
The only Vltgln tirrobH 

rem.inlnlC n om this Ina is 

130 acres known '1;1 In.: 
Ha m ilton Wedlle, In 
disptJlZ for yc:al$, flnallot 
$eulcd, and i5 l>OWa pano( 
the National Foreil ~ttd 
ju&!. off State Roul(' Z~ 
near Gavin""t fire tower 
and is held In rCSI.'tV" fa." 
people to view narure at iu 
best. 

to file a saw, champion 
hicks, and lobby log 
Stories. You could Il.'t the 
kids ride the log ho rses if 
they WeTl.'n '! too tired (rom 
putting 00 a IS·minute 
audi lioo ead\ day. 

Thl.' year 1940 saw West 
Virginia Pulp and Paper sell 
the assets ofCass to Mower 
lumber Company, but 
only a part o f thequartl.'T of 
a million acres in the 
original tract. In fact, 65 
thousand acres on the 
UPJ>l.'r end of Ch<:at Rivtt 
(ri"l.'r o n top of a 
mo untain ), the remaindl.'r 
of the quaner million acres 
wa s acquirl.'d by t he 

and is now 
the National Fo rest. 
Virginia and 
also the 

W5"'~~ 

Cass, like Tioia. Diana, 
Bergoo, Holly Junction, 
Jl.'rryvllle, Three Forb,and 
Chl.'rry River , yielded to 
automation o r lack of 
dmber. Thl.' Wesl Virginb. 
Ll.'gislature, und l.'T tht 
guidance of W .W. BaITOn, 
and now Govt:rnor Smith, 
is (Tying to givl.' the Town 
ofCass new lire .... ;th an old 
time scenk ra ilroad. Last 
Yl.'ar 33,000 people plus 
thl.' politicians. toOk the 
(our-mile trip through the 
swi tchbacks,getting ho t 
cinders in their hair. Thl.' 
rush,.t.I.'ShaYl.' ngines,new 
faces have given hope to I 
dying town . The Cass 
Sce ni c Railr oad tull y 
developed to the.' ongmal 
stylI.' of logging sum as 
existed at Camp No. S or 
29, could b<: thl.' biggest 
tourist attraction W l.'St 
Virginia hut'ver kno ..... n . It 
mUSt and 

Con ... ....... ....... ...... 
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L=b 
Tho 
.am 
19~1 

".... 
c.. 
tail, 
doc -'" Ix< ... ... -)"' 
~ 

" I .. 
C 
tt 

• , 
\ 



•• • 
.,., ... " •• '1'f'f,·~ln"'t .. I\· 
:' .• Il .... ,,,., II ''"' ~ ... nl 

'''" .'-tll h Sh~\
, I,', 1\II.'-hlO,,,lI\,,I.I,·r 

coJ th, ~:n I"n .. ,n~ 

" 

"11""51'" III 0'" ... , .. ,,,. 
I~ I.',,· 11""'11 10 ",,).k 
11oIIt\ .... '.1l1l !I", Inll ... 1'lI1r. 
"".-11,-1', 

\t'h)' nm rt''i h )n'' I hI' 
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F'ccalumtas 
it's Ma1J9 

PURL s. Silex 8J ItTHPLACE Io4USEUM 

• , 

""'''~', .. '" ....... ... w .. __ 

linr~, h,rnl,., lor hl<;k. 
wid, r t'1l1 <"III)lk.:. ~hUd, 

~ulW:I'.llhllll~, John Rh"hk 
IIr,'rn "nd blode or red :md 
hlllck ch ~'Ckcr(.od .hlrts, 

~_ ••• , ........ I-U'I' 'II1U 
1'~I'o:r ,,1"0 told t., till! 
Wt"olO:'" M",vl"nd Rail
mad , 93 rnUn of Inck 
Imoct {rom Spruce to S I.:n.e 
Fark down Elk 10 BcI'JjlOO. 

and 
AWL~as. • • 

.~ 

NATI ONAL RAntO ASTRONOMY 
OSS£RVATOU' 

r-- -- --
For- a FREE 
information pack 
on attractions, 
recreati.on, and 
much more call or 
write: 

POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
Ht STOMICAL MUSEUH 

, - . / , ... ~, ....... r .... ,,. ...... ~ J, 

~ "M ' ,*""ttMI '''"W"M'' ....... . 
pocal"n1tas cou.nty tourism commissIOn 

PO Sol 175 • MallmlOn, WV 14954 
1·8QO.1J6..700Ci 

, ... -------------------------------------------------------
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d • as cenlC Railroad Memory 
50nduJ ,,~ • 

"'"P'''UlUlIlra.d • 

,'Oft ''''' .... t,,-",", .'"ft I 
t .. ,...... .,_,... 

,,\~ maJ(' I f'M'-OIM.UV, 
.nd lhe- ruNIc mlol" Ihnnk 
" "UlNII,," 1m COUl$! It 
IIIJ Mr J. . Crulk. hllnk, 
Ind nr. f1r:mard IJolntklCt ~ 
er. It member o( the 
!ej:,llatu re fro m Cllbell 

k ~,,~ .,..1 
-.J r..'f'ftfu.lh ,k .on ........ ttlJ h)' 

~.Ioa, ... tU ( o " rr 
l Cornr-ovm It,l.f2. n.- ",.-mJJ 'IO"",krcJ on 

« pn- Ja~ mn)Uj:h the 
I and 50 and 
C"t~jh ~ opr,..· 
aont 10 1060. n.. town of 

and the Sfnm IoQ:lnj.: 
Rlhoad town scemcd 
do.:wnrd_ The- rallro.d and 
.....e:hioc .,bop "'''as sold to 
\tJ.j.ac- Junk Y:ard loca~d 
~~n Bell and M o Ol
rocntr'i' for .botJl 550.000 
and Cass shops. e ngines. 
WCTC bet"" dismandcd fo r 
JUrA: and the town suffered 
tnUWw- un~pk>yment_ 

Mr_ Jim Comstock, 
" Hillbillv" of Richwood. 
alone "'im rwo pals. J.c. 
Cruilc.shanks, an Ivydale 
mrrch.ant. rurned politjc~ 
Can. along with the help of 
the WV legislature, 
boughr out rhe Midwest 
Junk Ya rd, Cass Railroad 
aJkU fOf $125.(X)Q o n a 
S75,CXX'J margin of profit. I 
w.IS a member of the 
kgisbture at me time and 
they mrtatC'ncd to ride me 
OUr o f Webster Springs on 
a raJi (or voting to buy the 
old Mower Lumber 
Company .$feU the 

ou nr y. And II loc al 
Huntington dentist. The 
IXOple who d id the job to 
.sa\'!: tM- greal WV tourist 
I ltfllc tio n . the Cass Scenic 
R.'lll road , were d lCSt' men. 

By 1963. the rail road 
purchasc was completed 
and accepted infO the WV 
Stalc Park system and 
tourist trains were running 
halfw:1Y up C heat Moun
tain to Whittaker Station. 
Five years later with ~ 
million dollars of railroad 
contracts by Mountainer 
Construction Company of 
Charleston and Given 
Construction Company o( 
Upper Glade, Webster 
County , (D.P. Sheriff 
G iven, Herey F. Given, and 
Ralph K. Given, df>a-Given 
Construction Company), 
the railroad was rebuilt and 
tourists were riding and 
enjoyi ng the scenery from 
Cass •. 12 \.1 miles up Cheat 
Mountain, to &lId Knob. 

The last ride on the o ld 
Mo wer Lumber Company 
abandoned railroad tracks 
was with the 90 ton It 1 
engine in 196 1. with " Pop 
Good" or the thro ttle. 

J)U~h".'>C (ro m MidWC5t 
IInie Ytl rd . ille II I Mowc:r 

Lumbc!r Companv r!llIroad 
C:1l ~lne wa!\ Inter painted, 
In ripiled and rd<! tI<!rcd and 
t radL-d to the W<!stem
Mtlrvland R:'lilroad Mu
seum in Ballimore for the 
biggest Shay in the world; 

b.:twc:cn Cut al\d Durbln_ 
The IIMall:ur poIidcian. of 
WV IL." 1.111: r;lilroad from 
Durbin to Cheat Junction 
vanbih a5 well u the:: 
Western-Maryland rail
road from Elk.ins to 
Parsons . Thomas and 
Davis. The politicians of 

-'" the rltln;.d 
clndcn, thl: 
on topofC 
thr. _atJ:r 
will be. iJ 
the fUlUJt_ 

Cass Scenic Rai 
the #6 190 [On Western
Maryland Shay uS(.-d to 
haul logs from the 
headwaters of Elk anti 
Bergoo Creek to O ld 
Spruce and pulpwood that 
went to Spruce transferred 

WV never did have an" D· T 
lo ng"n .. planning. AU d" lnner rain ~ 
ra ilroads in W Y are 
p:>tentiai scenic railroo.d 
anraclions. The railroad in 
my town of Webster 
Springs to Bergoo and Slat'! 
Fork would be an excellent 
scenic railroo.d for WV , 
and a business boom or re
birth of business for 
Webster County. 

to Mower Lumber Com
pany Railroad down Oleat 
Mountain . through both 
switchbacks and transfer
red to the mainline railroo.d 
hom Durbin to Ronce~ 
vette, and re~routed to 
Covington, VA, which was 
used in the pulp and paper 
mills in Covington. The 
famous 116 Shay was used 
fo r two years as an 
excu rsion run from Cass to 
Durbin. The #6 was tried 
on Cheat Mountain but it 
was too big and couldn't 
work prot:erly on the steep 
curves and was continually 
causing track problems. A 
fellow by the name of 
Sommerville, the railroad 
track foreman for Mower 
Lum ber Compan y for 
years, had informed the 
shop Pop Good, 

<:ass Scenic Railrcad has 
annouoced the schedule 
£01 its 1989 scrir:s of ~I 
popular dinner train rides. 
to Whittake r Sution. 
These special rum will be 
made on Saturday evcniny;s 
at 6 p.m. beginnin& June 
to, and will be offered June olii: 

loco< 
haul 
haul 

and aU of 

The West Virginia 
Department of Natural 
Resources has purchased 
the town of Cass and are 
rebuilding wooden side
walks and company 
houses . Cass is a real 
touriSt attraction with 
houses to rent. It is no 
longer merely a fast 
railroad ride. It is a 
complete stopover. A 
wildlife museum , nine 
modernized compan y 
houses for rent furnis~d 
with everything but fc:x>d, 
and can accommodat e 

17 , July I , 15 ",d 29, 
August 5 and 19, and 
September 2. sur' 

After an exhilarating ride ridg 
to Whittaker Station, avai 
passengers will be Dtlted 2 
to an old-fashioned West ~ 
Virginia barbeque " .. ith live vac 
entertainment from 
various performers . 
Entertainers will offer a 
variet y o f p r ogt ams 
including old~time rail
r oading s ongs , fo\k, k 
co unU'I and traditiona\ 
music. Prices Eor t'rese: 

< 
( 

eight people. l=fo..."R 
The Cass ShowClsc, a ~\tta\ter Smuot\ . ___ .. _ . 

\OX~40~~\~''''~.3\er~m~:od:~e;\;~O~{~'~h~e~ n-:\d. \<.nob ..• - ..... - - - . ~~ with scn\e oa 
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Th H'nllS and 
The r 'u nS f 

nt\'d' J~ M \ ' (: an\' 
II tt.< 

,/ I ,1 

IlrlHlt 11 mph . arc 
"'q UII'Pt.'Xi with lIrh'l' .. hafts 
unJ rt:du In~ )o:car .... IIls ( • .:ad 
of side rods. Every whe·1 
o n the cn~inc and tender is 
(I dn\rc wheel, giving the 
Shay tremendo us tractio n. 
The hnys clim b an 11 % 
gnldc. 11 fect (o r cach 100 
(cct-a ~rndc o f 2% i!\ 

Page. 3 

s tandarJ fur roJ I!n~incs. 
A trip on tht.: CassScen ic 

Railro .. ,d. a visit to the 
museum, the memory of 
the ra ilroad buff, the hot 
cinders. the shrill whistle 
on top of C heat M ountain, 
the sweater you forgot-it 
will be a great mcm01'Y for 
the future . 

Cass Scenic Railroad 
Dinner Train Set 

Cass Scenic Railrood has 
announced the schedule 
for its 1989 series of 

pular dinner train rides 
[0 \Vh ittaker Station . 
Th.,.., special rUns will be 
mack on Sarurday evenings 
at 6 p.m . beginning June 
10. and will be offered June 
17. July I . 15 and 29. 
August 5 and 19. and 

"'mber 2. 
After an exhilarating ride 

to Whittaker Station, 
puoenfl"" will be treated 

on old-fashioned West 
"11'1"0 ba rlxQue with live 

cn,crt.,nmen t (r o m 
.(lOU pe rfo rmer s. 

'rrcuncn ..... ,11 ffer a 
VJrlrl ()( pro~ r.m 

I .n 01.1· ,m. rail · 
.II" • tlK. fo lk. 

'0'...... " d," <> ""I 
... reV' 

I 

outings are $22 for adults 
and $15 for children. and 
reservations are required. 

Cass. West Virginia, site 
of the scenic railroad, wasa 
lumber boorv. town of the 
early 1900s, and the 
orig inal Shay steam 
locomotives, which now ' 
haul passengers, once 
hauled lumber from the 
surrounding mountain 
ridges. Lodging is now 
available from any of the 
12 restored "com pany 
houses" in the town . These 
v3c3[ion cabi ns offe r 
eve r ything needed for 
housekeeping except for 
food and per n31 items. 

To moKe. reservations or 
r additiorol IOf rmao 

call t II ret I · 
AU.-~ 

, , 
\ 

\ 



idland Railroad 
CbnnnuC'!d hom Paa 1 n.. \l1C' t Vir,Tnia 
M rJiaa.i R..tlrcMd "'Cnt 
la to Ope-fUlo n fo r 
rn- ,.r .-n-t« in 1908; 
_ hNC Depot- AIm' In 
""C'm..r Spnqp: . "&5 our 
JTftGU Orcutt Cleric. Mr. 
o. lacboa who .... "as agent 
l'K'G October 8.. J 908, 
uonJ 1915 when he " 'a.5 
anw;mrcd postm&Sl"ef at 
\l'C'~n S~lngsl 'Wv. 
The WUt Vi r ginia 
MdIand was owned and 
~nued by John J. 
McGnw v .. ho also owned 
.and op:nred me Webster 
Spnnp Hole!, a thr«
'-lor, .11 wood, 265 
bedroom hold with O~ of 
chr OISt e.kvaror5 in West 

VlrJUHI with excellent 
ditlln, « noke and porters 
and bu~ (hocst drawn 
~J conUng and going 

.. wOt'kmg btc hive-a 
c., ballroom withall the-up 
[ 0 di re dance banda 
.dy. 1M daV' were .... D. raid", bot .. h 
...... _ond ......... 
ow:r our c:haa famoua 
board walk. DOwn .. 
..... ·.Ime. 

The I'omcd ...... cb.,. 

b~y lefl our lown of 
AddlSOn at 7:20 a.m. (or 
the ) 1· mUe jour~y and 
connwcd wilh the 8&0 
steamer out of Rjchwood 
at Ho lly Junction at 9:30 
a.m. The passenger train 
consisted of a narrow gauge 
(36 in.) Shay or Climax 
Engine with three passen
ger cars that would sear 35 
people to the car and (or 
years thew stood in the 
aisles. Fr6in the start the 
uain nosed its way around 
curves up and down hills 
over the trestles, the 
Clifton tresr/e was 87 feet 
high, built out of chestnut 
poles in a 45 degree tingle 
and as you crossed the 
trestle you could look 
down and see the fire in 
MICe Hiner's chimney. If 
the train was overloaded on 
the return trip in the 
evening they would stick 
on the trestle and the 
passengers had to get off 
and walk across, so my 
ROod fri end Mr . Ernie 
Bopon tells me, and astory 
that has to be true because 
it was eM day before Jack 
Dempey became world 
champion by knocking out 
"Jeu" WUlard in d~ 

fou"h round of their 
champi onship fight at 
Toledo, Ohio. July 4 , 
1919. a nd all th is 
infonnatioo was fumisred 
to Mr . Gibson. the Sutton 
baseball team and band at 
Holly Junction by radio on 
Jul S. 1919 0n theirrerurn 
to Sutton . 

Mr. Jackson, the Depot 
Agent who got $100 per 
month fo r his services said 
Warrick G umm could 
blow a mean wh istle when 
he had customers lined up 
buying tickets of any man 
he ever seen. For that 62~ 
mile round trip , Mr. 
Gumm got the full amount 
of $2.25. 

Yes, t he West Virginia 
Midland Railroad and the 
W ebster Springs Hotel, 
promo ted by Senator 
Johnson N. Camden and 
Col. John I. McGraw. who 
believed in advertiSing and 
placed pictures of the 
famous hotel and railrood 
scenes in all subways in 
New Yo rk City; a .self 
promol:r with imagination 
who promoted his dreams 
into reality and carved a 
railroad through moun
tains and scenic beauty 
which sho wed a pancnma 
of rural Ufl: at il5 best, as 
can:lt-. sne.q, and horses 
could be seen grazing in the 
Seidl and accordinK to the 

.. ...... 

WhJnobr _ .. . ...... '!"!"~ '?~!': CI'" ;',.6 
Bold Knob •.••..... . .... 

season. fumen could be: 
!«n plowing. planting or 
harvesting from spring 
until the first snowfAll. 

On Junl: 20. 1925, with 
many guests there with the 
fa med ho tel open fo r 
summer, a fi re originated in 
the south wing, qUickly 
reduced the famed hOtel to 
ashes . The r oa ring, 
c rackling flames leaped 
h1lh into thI: heavens. 
lighti ng u p Webster 
Springs to a brightness 
equal to that of noonday 
sun. Huge sparks and ashes 
floated a diStance of a mile 
and a hal f. The light 
reflecting against a starless 
sky and the mountain sides 
looked weird and awe~ 
som~, and the fanfare o f a 
big city hotel among the 
hil ls disappeared and the 
tourist trade and strangers 
disappeared from ou r 
town. The little chug buggy 
continued with passenger 
servicl: unoI1928.ln 1929 
the railroad was sold. John 
A. Ford getting the section 
f rom Diana to Ha ll y 
Junction for logg i ng 
purposes and the remain
der going to Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company. The 
railroad served as a il:Fnd 
In il5 heyday and would be 
worth a fortune inlact 
IOday a s Ihl: scenic 
a ttr1h.:ti .... I. 

No group ratcs on ~'""nd. 

SPECIAL SA TURDA Y 
NIGHT TRAIN RIDES 

Includes: 
West ViTiinia Barbecue 

live Entenairunent 
Train Ride 

June 10 and 11 
July I . 15 and 29 
August 5 and 19 

September 2 

.... By RESERVATIONS ONLy ... ... 
Adult ........................... ......... $11.00 
Child .... ....... ' ........................ $ \5.00 

SPEClAl. TRAINS 

SENIOR TRAlN .-September 9 . ............ $11.00 
HALLOWEEN TRAIN - October 28 

Adults $ 10; Children $5 .00 

O PIH.burp 
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T he Id h rry River Boom And Lumber Company 
tiurvlllcc pod Il few [r:.ln and new way, werc being 
wreck, IIrc srlll vivid. Elfie developed :and the starn 
&lIe\, wn,du:d the No. 2 shovel , the great earlh 
. hal' , 65 ton engine on rna..::r. Wall making 1UC31 
Little Laurel and was going $trides and the day. o f 
up 1\ steep grade with onc making railroad grades by 

in 1926 Ouorky & det:atn 
the dttver', &.eat and a II: 
trader . I Tanem~ bUy~ 
MacK. of lumber hurn 
him-tO much for dl~ ~ 

• \ll'~ ._" fNoI', Mr 
"'-.... ....... 0 "",",, • , .... , ... <1 
,..-oJ n l "'., ...... . 
....., .k..lv k"N I"'" rolJ 
Jt.,.~ .nd ~ .nd al OM 
_ 011 .numn dutt", /UI 

.... ... -...1 ~ canrr &II an mj:uven 
-.Jr h.J ,:"i)mmand of rhe 

~~"i' a..,.r. dvottk 01 .bout e\'ery 
__ 1'.:. ' ....;.,&J: ~ on the C'hc:rry River 
';;;;':'''; --. ... t.rw LIne" (r om 1906 to 
~ --",-.I...ndlt ~r m 195". '. _, ,w. . 11 \l'hen Mr . Gu mm 
__ • ....,.. • iIrL; ~ worldni for Cherry 
......... ~'t~~ Riwr Lumber Company. 

t . O UT!.cJlJ June I. 15Q6, on r~ Sourh 
"" ~I' ... In Fork of CherTY under me 

.he. _ ~ cu'dlnt; hand o( Captain 

Rod EII"olnC$ " 'ere \~ 10 
.,hlfl .he yud lind mike rhe 
d.lly run (rom Rlchw()(J(1 
10 a.Llley MillJ IOlupply II 
double blind mill with 75-
M boarJ (ee t dally. AJlthe 
engines; mentio ned above 
lYC'I'e .scancbrd gaug.--1he 
railroad grAding was done 
by hand with picks and 
shovels and crews of 25 
and JO men who carved out 
:I mile of r!ln road grade 
with good luck in five 
working weeks. 

_ c. ... I i.xn Cluoricy Anrurrong, me 
.. ~ dIo.s ~ f1Iilroad consisted of 150 
-.J.~ ,1w: .. bail: 'alm mlks of r!"llcK with Shay 
_ f ...... ad)O bo:p mptc'$No. I.Z,i.6,7,8, 
., N'Qm dm""" JO. JI , andl Z(cosrabou r 
_ ... -p- Wood. S<f,(XX)each), and 1111 uS!ed 
• t. _~ at p rher and haul logs 
.... ~~ lo.ded wuh Barnhllfl 
.., • ...at __ ., -ort,l.{ 5cmm Loaders:, con,idcred 

The different for ks of 
Cherry, C ranberry and 
Dogway covered w ith 
virgin timber was really on 
the move from (906 fa 

1914 and at onc rime: h.,d 

~ • 01 5J YD', tOJ» ar mar nme. They had 

.seven ca mp6 with at least 
100 men each with plenry 
o( work, excel/Cn! food :an d 
pknry o( bedbugs. The 
shrill whisrle of the stefim 
engine, the chugging o( tilt> 
Barnhart loader, the visit of 
the supply tmin which 
visited t:ach camp once. a 
w(.'Ck with supplies, feed 
and nay for (he horses as 
well as dothing, robacco 
and food for the men . 
Wood hicks have been 
known to stay in one camp 
as long as s ix months 
before going (Q town. 
Man y, after working six 
months have. gone to town 
and blo wn six mo nths 
wages in one weekend. 

_ .... _.udl_~llre I n U$t' .t rhat time 
___ ". n- lOIbt Mv approlI'ltNtdy 200 maIer 

''1f' U. -.otT 10, arl', 100 pulp and 
.~, ..... .. - _, II)aJ tanbark rack cars-I hey 

o, .... eJ.ed OV~ South Fnrk 
~ CAetT'y, North Bend 
Lale uuref, up HIIJ~ 
Creek 10 Kenison Moun
tain, fO Cran betT'y Bottoms 
and Dogway. Dopay at 

had a chu rch, 
big store and 75 
W, 

Tales c:i of horses 

and '0 much for tN.n one 
(no scale) . C h ar ley 
Hanrahan (kal.et) used to 

load of , n:eland the engine nand would soon diSap-
new up with wheds pear. New names-Jim 
spr inging fo rward,wenl Sarrani, Lew Lombard and 
back down the hill, rolled -Dick PalmeT-had appear~ 
over in :!. curve and k illed eel on the sc;ene as railrOlld 
him. Another wreck on grading contractors. The 
Bar n as h ee Run on fi rst Thew steam shovel 
Cmnbcrry No. 7. 70 to n had rails but no pads; th .. ')' 
shay with six loads, six had (our mats to move on 
t'mpdcs, a Barnhart Loader made out of 6x6 wood
on cicln percenT grode, run the t WO surplus mats were 
.}4i mife, wrecked and killed moved as the shovel 
Frachier Adams, engineer advanced. The shovel had 

aslr. me, "Did you cheat 
him todav?" 

Joe Taylor, conductor, its own water pump and 
Russell Berry, brakeman. pump!..oU water to make 

One would have to f steam rom II nearby river 
remember the Company o r creek and on occasions, 
Doctor, Jim McClung, whQ water was hauled in a cmk 
rode engines, motor cars, on a s led pulled by horses . 
horseback , and helped and The coal (usually about 
aidcd thc s ick,asthequest four tons daily) was 
for virgin timber made wagoned from the closesl 
Richwood the hardwood available supply. 
capinaJ ofth7 nation. The . ytar 1921 saw 

During the 20's Rich- Cherry River Boom & 
wood was really on the Lumber Company reach 
move with the largest Three Forks of WilHams 
tDn nery in the world, and a River and the hub of town 
clothes pin factory and the railroadshopswcre 
consuming 24-M feet of built and the work of 
logs daily and the virgin Sarrani, Lombard and 
tim ber of all fo rks of Palmber had seen prog"'" 
Cherry gone and the o ld 
Shays and Rods o n the move on. Appearing on the 

scene were new names-

Cl\ttty Rivet, dunng the 
20's and 30's had two 
trains a day, six daysa W!:ek 
to Richwood. Th~· had 
acquired new Rod Engines 
Nos. IS , 18, and 2i> whic.h 
were used to makc the runs 
from Three Forb IQ 
Richwood. 1bc:ir usual run 
consisted of about 50 cats 
o f logs . They always 
dropped off about lOot \ 2 
cars at Gauley Mills 
a lthough George Gumm' 
on one occasion pulled Eo:} 
from Three Fo rks t ') 

Gauley MiUs. During t~ , 

30's Three Forks had 
grown to quite a town, II 

three· room sc hool 
church, big storeandabou~ 
75 houses, boarding house, 
n dentist, Dr. George Dycr 
(now at Beckley), a daily 
railroad bus that earned 
the mail and passengers. 

The virgin forest of 
Williams' IlISted approxj

years and the 

new field and a Hawks, trainmaster; 

;~'~I~'li~oI:~W~ ilIiams assistant; Webb ( Du=n~'n:,~~~~ .. ~ .. ~ .. ~~~ 
Stables Year 'Round Enjoyment Skiing-

Fishing. 
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Th Pardee And Curtin Lumber Company Railroad 
____ :f\ 1\!Itt; ........ ,. 

_~"I"" 
.........., \, urttJil lu",~r c.-c-, r~, rrornt~ d..~ 
..... _ t\'ll III d .. 

,'\""'-
'" ~t-'U'r ounl\ . ,. «I 10, Sfnlth .nd 

(;011",,,0, '" no:> 0.'111.,.1 low> 
.kov.n 1.'11. Rh' ... , ••• he: 
,,-h.,I .. .sl<''' ~'ilIj; _ 101$ 
~ .... l>lYtn had 1M- pkJ.. lTo'n 
thr ''\1)1:'" ror~tI •. CUI only 
the: finNl .sn(1 w<XXI. and 
!"lId ,...., o",....,n 25 CC'nllIi 
rer rrre. 

Ceneral Curlin ,,1so 

b"lIan Op..rlllllln~ !" 
W.,h;,cr County nt nn ,,~ rlv 
d1111:. The: Purd." Cur,in 
Comp:m'r' em ,hOll'Rncb ci 
~cr~ on IXod, Fork, Grassy 
Cn:<:k, Hully and Laurd. 
This timber W'I:'I f1o~tcd 
down Elk to Sutton during 
CU rI.n 's fi r st major 

npcrarlon from \ 888 to 
3ppro~irn~",ly \900. 

\t ;s 001 daor "" hw;h of 
the major companln was 
Ihe firsl to \:stablish a mIl! 
in Webster County, 
however. the on\: at Gaul"" 
M;I\s was built 85 y"ars..go 
by the Camoen interestS in 

oonm:CII(>n """h t\'we WOI 
VI'l!'nia.Pltnburgh R2i\. 
road. In 1907 thl t 
opc:raaon .... -as uk~n OYe< 
by the Cherry Rive\' Boom 
and Lumber (:Qmpany. 
The mill was optnleCi by 
that COncern until 1931. 
The mill, at its \Xu, CUI 
125,000 feet ~ day . \...op 
wCre hauled from Wi\liams 
and Gauley Riven, OVeT its 
own private railroad. with 
tf:nTlina\~ at Th,e" Forks 
and Jerry",II" , wv. 

herry River Boom And Lumber Company 
and Barnhart loaders .. ..,r" 
eilher sold or yielded to the 
SCl'BP pile. 

Hma. all stili 1iYin&.) \ 
~ttodaa~ 
uory on tht Diana 
opc:uuon and o'd ~ 
No. H and tho: wt~ at 
Charky Ma!wmb's \and 
eut. The eni,ne .... ith 
Merehie Hina. t:!\iineu. 
Lee ... Ckvenil't. fimnu, 
SNCk \-W.I , conduc1O\", and. 
D\e'" Si:cmor". braluman. 
hit a eow and tho: 1::niJ.N! 
ana five loa&. or \owo 
lando:<!. in Holl" RivCl" . 'iC!i, Ede. ~ yArOS shovd Or 

dirch". built on a log car . It 
upset ~no scalded him to 
rleath . On"couldgoonand 

Connouord fNm Pa~ ... 
c:;a.,;,r. _ C1.crry RJ,'C'n 
_....:t iDd.. Sri;:'::!! and 
~J r,,~illr:. Gaulq' 
, t.J f~ ....... ). "'nh ,be-, ;'Id of )9Jl-thelr 
~·_llPnr.nJlhe~ 
__ ~ had f:.roken 
ol:l. 'U~I ~ S.rr"lt II~, 
MW'~ to be rC"palre<.1. 
CIt n lr bt.:::s~ the- Vl~1O 
ford;: "' .. !M( d~· 

~ '\onr 1943, dunng 
~d War U 'SaW Charl~' 
~ 20 th.t way .... -e shill 
IOU tho: rndo{our aHoned 
~. The 8&0 R2i1rcad 
~ maJOr ehan~ in 
thEfr nIT"*' In order w 
mI)'oI::" the: cod from this 
t«t.... The shops ~re 
butll at Cowm , and the 
tprr to Donaldson was 
boiL 11x old Olen y RiVet 
hrw: from Donaldson to 
c.uky Mills by way of 
c.uky RIveT wu discon· 
n"lIed. It:rTyv.Jlc, by 1950 _ • boom,,,, &:Ommun· 

JI'Y .• Ithnu,th moJII or d,e 

tlmbet' ""1lS ROnc, the 
doll~ 10 coal hao been 
mIIde al that [imc.)crryviU ... 
had II fou r_room school, 
church. l'Bilrood yard. 100 
houses, STore, board i i'l l: 
bouse and " new mining 
to wn In Straight Creek . 
Although the: great Badgett 
.... 'al'i gone, his shoes y,. ... re: 
abl\' filled by Carl 
Umbarger . A new narne 
had appeared on the 
scene-Ray Maust, and a[ 
the present time he is o ne 
of the higgest op" rators of 
coal in the United Stares of 
America. He is a s rripper , 
gutteranda man who really 
kno""'S ho w to get the coal. 

The o ld Cherry River 
Boom & Lum b.!r Com
pany was purchased by a 
wildcatter by the name o( 
Rudolph. who later sold 
me mill to Ritter Lumber 
Company, and was further 
transferred to [he presenl 
owne r , Georgia Pacific. 
Most of the rail rood is 
/lone. ~ old Shay enjlines 

George Gumm, in 1948, 
mO"':o the big Shay. 100 
Ions, No . 17 from 
Richwood [0 Tmcuiusa. 
Alabama, where it was sold 
to Levin MiningCompany . 
Mr. Gumm was with th .. 
bIg engine 22 days on the 

railroad to "see thai It was 
prop"rly greased and 
Stayed tWO weeks afte:r 
arrival [0 make sure old 
No . 17 was in good 
working o rder . 

one about Ray MaUSt. the 
blowing of a briOge at Slaw 
Fork. the strike at 
Jer ryvi!le, and the Gaulev 
River d"namiting of No. 
482 in OCIOOC>r 1954 . Talk 
about many wrecks such as 
rod engine No. 18 OUl of 
Straight C reek. In fact. a 
book could be compiled 
worthy of anyone's time. If 
you are really interested, 
here are five men still living 
who started with the old 
Cherry River Line in 1906. 

Anomer mill of impon-
ance was built at Arcola 55 
years ago, which cut mOTe 
than 150 million feet of 
lumber dunng i~ op.:rn
tion, This mill was owneo 
ano 0:rerateo by th.: 

the.t is a len to the Diana 
~tor ". but it'5 tCNih to 
thread thc n~\" and 
U5Cm'ole. 

Sky!u. ntal the Branon. 
Nicholas Count'j h~. "'-u 
the sire of a lalV.e mill .... .,tha 
CtpKit>,' oi 10,000 fel::1 
dail". A narrov- y,a~ 
f1u\f()3Ii eonnec~ With the 
6&.0 and ole. Pltlsburgh 
Railroad at Erhacofl. ThIS 
was kno..-n as thl:: o.V\S
Eakin Lumber Companv 
Mill. 

Howar Lumber Com· 
pany. At its p.:ak Ihey 
employoo ISO 10 200 men 
and their tap~citY was 
35,000 feet per day. Their 
timber stood principally on 
Gauley Ri ... er and .... ·as 
hauled from Bolair over a 
narrow gauge railToad. (See 
Charley Sandy, Bolair, for 
informatiOn pertainIng to 
railr oad engines ano 
loaders.) 

When Nos. 3 and 26 
yielded [0 the scrap or sale, 
they puochased a starn 
Malle y. No. 4 82 fo r 
haul age of coal from 
Jerr yvi ll e and S traight 
Creek to Cowen. 

The last man to yield to 
death on the old Cher ry 
River line was Grover 
Hamilton on the South 
Fork of Cherry, September 
4. 195 4. II was a 5u:am 

I am sure anyone of the 
following, Earl W ebster, 
Richwood, reti red shop 
man; Ray Bryon, engineer, 
Richwood; Walter Strat
on, somewhere in the west; 
Anenier Ramsey, engineer . 
R ichw ood; and Geo rge 
Gumm of Webster 
Cou nty, could give you 
hours and hours r::i deuu\"d 
informacion. 

H.B. Nichols, Whill: 's 
and Hemy Cool operat"d 
the mill and nanOW \1,au%" 
ra\\load at Diana. with a 
capacity of IS,COO feet pel 
day . (See Goodridv." 
White. H. .B. N.\chO\~ . 
Stuck Ha\\, ot M ... c'r\.., 

--
(First Restaurant on Rt. 15) 
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Pard > ld urtin 

ad Lumber Railr 
..... ",.. II dwy ......... OUt I" 
huun ,......, " 'en' .110 .. ..:<1 
~ II Ih.-y ,,*INI H 
an. bc4\)", I\00I' lholv alii .,1 • Jar Th .. loackr n\lln 
.." 53 • dlY. ronductOt' 
.S!.5O. ~ hook .. , $2.25, 
fi~WI 51 .75. Each man 
F-,...,d (rom 45 emu (O 50 
~~ • day fof bo.rd ;Uld 
room. Ho..-"ve,. IDe lrain 
Cft''''$ could SlOp and ear al 
any loe nmp with no 
dI.~ .... 1I log ClIm pi had 
~ I1nest of food, long 
rable5 .. ith twO or [hr« 
Idnds of meal, jdlie$, 
honey. molasses, or just 
• boUI anf lilin g you 
wanl..d. Sleeping condi
Dons .. 't'R' ah.-ays poor. 
&dbug~ and graybnc/cs 
mad", In., using of Ipmp oil 
rofPray your Oed necessary 
for II good nighl's sk-ep. 
The long winter t:llenings 
.. · .. re spent spinning taU 
llIies of <,vuy description. 
~ Gadd and orhers used 
II) make the rounds (0 rhe 

selling clothing, 
~,,,j,o, etc. Some 

I • 
, " , 

--,,10'1. , ... liml ,hi! d~"lIe. , 51"'1'1 could m.,ke ,lilli' 
Junl,vd '" "(,,,,1' , .11.1 we'" lu",,,cylO Ik rl(l;M) hll(l,hd' 
unhurt , )hn SOIlhh, ('lIe 0.)( ,,,,w "rut Ihlll hn,."e. By the 
th .. fin ..... In )6" I:>I"IIC' "nJ o( 1929 ~ n the COrl!n 
r'l lro-..J h"II,II"j1, II" thef"C{1 elllotl n.,. hud m,we II !O 
thf, ,, n~!nrtl'nd 1(>A<lcrupln OCfll()(l and the Weli l 
on .. w.y and shlpp"J t h"", Vlfjl lnb Mldlnnd wa~ 
l,..ek fO the Curlin shop, oo",lnlllO nn end. 

It! ... .,er che .;hall<'fl1OC .... d 
r ~b<. I'd d,,, mill . Th" mill 
...... ~ .0 _11 :.swml,kd 
u,,J,,r cheKultklln..,.o( Mr . 
Corkin , that th"y ~ a 
..0,",:11 eul the (lrll day and 
In IelII I~n I zo thv" both 
sid"" ",.., re running. 

Th" mill r~n from 1942 

~"., Pf(>d,~';:U .. n ll. 
IIOPUbuon .. d~~ 
f • ..m • hl\4h 0( ~OU ...... 
,.,Iv 1,800 10 ~ 2SO 
pco,*. Co.1 produalon .. 
.011 . hw: with Ike I...cwu. 
fonner fOOtball co.d. .;.d 
CO il urlpper . f' ortl 
picken • • How m ... eh 
produ:.tlon he !tell; ~ 
unknown to thi$ Wrl~ 
but t wO\Jld utllTtat~ 
1IpprOllimatclv 100 t""' 

where Ihey were r<:pa!red TIle.' lUI pIIrl of 1929 and 
and pul back in operation. e~rly 3O'suwFlcm WHlIOn 

The No . .of engine, run by ~ncl Ed Coehr:>d 51'1\, to 
TIlden Brown, flre!nlln, Dlnna with Ihe No. I 
Wall Good. conductor, ""gine and Bill Skidmore, 
Bob Mullins fR11ed to rake engineer to poll li-oe sl~"C1 of 
sand on the head of Anglers the Wco>l Virginia Midland 
Creek and the: t'lline and 10 Webster Springs .. A Mr. 
12 loads left the track and Coalshaw, who Ilu d Ihe 
up!lCt. All men jumped original titcel (or rhe. Wesl 
from the nain to &lfety. Virginia Midland R:ulrOAd. 

10 1945. mainl y from 
timber on Ihe Back Fork of 
Elk and poinla Moun",In . 
The mill finally d osed in 
1945 and the mill aSoSCUI 

~Id 10 Harrison Lumber 
Comp~ny of Arkansu. 
The o ld e~ines were $old 

per day. 

10 Midwest Stcel1llld Junk 
of ChllrleSIOn, WV. The 
engines were cut up and 
loaded al old Red o..k 
Mille. II WIIS Indl""Cd n SId 
day in the hislory of 
narrow gaUlle . :Iilroads 
when Ross Roy ran old No. 
12. wilh the smoke5t~k 
and other parts Ilone, from 
Red OaK down throlilth 
Bcrfoo. across the river to 
the old mill site, where Il<.: 
lXlftS were latcr IiOld to Ely 
TIlOmaS l..umber Company 
of Fenwi c k. Nicholas 
Cou nty. 

Bergoo No. J, . f,om 
1935 to 1959. was a ra1hcr 
good mine with .. IIf~ilTtll: 
production of 6.4985~J, 
IOns. It wu a thrivlllR 
minln~ tOWn with 10 
houSC!li, compony !I"'" 
school. church, aml unio~ 
hal\, The til:lti~ OUt of 
Webster Sprin!0:5 kept tl<.: 
road hot bringing In., 
minl'TS to lown and back 10 
spend their money. 

The No.5 engine. run by was there on thaI gloomy 
Von O .rk and fi reman morning and shed a fl.""" 
John Petit and No.7, run tears as the history of n 
by 1.«: Cole and Roy n.·HroW gaUl:e passenger 
Sparks and Bob Warbut- railroad was coming to an 
ron andJoe Roberts, loader end . 
men. and FICin Wilson, The Pa rdee Curti n 
conductor, had a fun awny Lumber Company bought 
in the hollow nbove the orginal passenger trnin 
Leivasy on Mcadow Crl'Ck. and coaches and it was used 
Von CL1rk jumped from for several years as a work 
the No.5 engine. hit a tfL'C train from W ebs ter 
and killed himself. The Springs to Bergoo. 
others made it to safety. The mill 3t Jkrgoo was 

The Curtin operation ill built by a millright, from 
Nicholas was big, employ' Louisialln, by the name o f 
meilt good, IWges cheap, Harry Mitchell . He was in 
livi ng condit ions a Iso Bergoo !t-ss than [\Yo years. 
cheap. Old General C urtin The mil! was in full 
w as conside r ed 1 n operation by April 19Z9. 
honorable m an. H e "Mitchell," who was 
ca ncel led m a ny STore considered ont of the best 
accounts at the end of each at that t ime, made but one 

He also paid hospital mistake. He had been 

,",~,',~iO;~". many of" his buildin g mills in the 
e How well he scates for hemlock 

with Thornt and he failed TO 

Bergoo wn s on its 
destination to a lifetime: 
cutting of over 190 million 
board ftet . 

The farst log camp, TUn 
by Bill McCourt, was o n 
MiU Run and the lieCond 
one by Ira McOuna. near 
Parco.1. there, 

The No. 9 engine is all 
that remains fro m a t...'gCnd 
of narrow gau !...:: engines. It 
is sn.1l in oper;!tiOn and 
being used as a tOuriSt 
attraction in the state of 
Marvland. 

The Curtin 
b< 

comment about coal 
interest and produCtion. 

The Golden Ridge o r 
Bethlehem Steel Mine. 
located Parcoal 
was thc coal 

The No. S mine .... -:ts only 
In opl'fation from 19451<1 
\950. with a production of 
501,780 tons. 

Britton Nu. I from \9'\ ) 
to \943 n~'VeramO\lntedto 
a whole 101.10,118 tons. 

Britton Nfl. I, from 
\943 to 1959. productd 
3,664.585 tonS, and WBS a 
great service to the poor 
(Xople. The .... -a5tt or bone 
coal rejected by the washer 
and dryer was usco by 
about aU the people 
Webster County. at 
rime or anothC'T. Large 
of bone coe.l 

" 
~!~";~'; ~~~ tOIll. 

Curtin Leamer~ 

Curtin story ... ""OU1J 
not be complt~ ... ·ithout 
mentioning the (om~1\~ 
srorc. Somcont wrott a 
song about loading 16 tOIlS 
of coal and beIng one day 
old and deeper in debs:, lind 
wound up by sayU'i he 
owed his sole: to the 
c:omflU'Y srore; 111 rrue 
scory. Some people .... ·orKcd wood and ']4 eYft"V dIIv In t ~ • and 



·cn.~P. 
"~ tn"pi>".11llOn rfw _ op'TlIODM 
__ lZ twJro.j rnpws 
." .wnI ala t:L 100 
*~m.u_m -. .-,..~" 

Aa. ' "iiIIoD, Ul hUll: 
.8erp.-~ 
bt ~J Curtin at 

""""" Ccerk and he 
~_~fOU 
~_ tilro..n C~lIn 
IktCOI'1' The Nlcholu 
~1'WI_.m IOSbay 
ftIIIiIDISUid No. ls. Hd.tJer, 

6, I Csmu. The No. 1 
_ !I Sh:at (25 toM) \Oo'U 

s..t (or b,tna or '~tnlUp 
aed llut made narrow 
.... rllirald hu«wy Ihr.. 
~ be hud 10 cqu:al 
.. ,..~ da.e In W~I 
V.pm.-

nw Ju.dUIJ U""" WIth 
- Atnrnun Loc L..o.:kr 
c.~ --"t reqUIred Ul lead 
Z .. an ((jf .. day', \0000, 
beh el' c:onthtcd of 
"I'''''',Jo(ltnMrlr J,CQ) (~t. 
n.c "'Pnft'r n "(C'I ... nJ fOP 
..... ~S]prrJavfc.,r 10 

.. 
dw '''\Po 
......... ~ 'h~:"~~,~~::J ""n. ." r! "'",.... 
,,"I up Ihr M~ 
WP~Ihc-
tht mill! AI C",,,', . 
lWmIn," Fill , an.i 
$..hnS. th\' band mills ..... etc 
C\lttUII . .. ". duly. each 
tz1~ 10 outdo dr Olber. 
lhr 1''Cft1't" CUI for II 10-
how day .... u 4D,OC() (t'C1. 

The Hominy Mill holds all 
M:OC'ds. A fellow by ,he: 
~ of Albert Lyro::h 
decided 10 set 11 record. 
yankd bad:; his 16-(001 
qt for I (~da\'S, and ont 
day It.- Hominy Falls Mill 
CUI 78,0CI0 foel in 10 
hours. ThL$ record stands, 
as a l~o( hi.slory,:Is I~ 
most CUI in anyone day 
during ,he Currin opera
oems In Nicholas County. 

The l'lIilroad, in Deep 
Well, near Summersville, 
was a busy place with 
Shany engines, black 
smoke, and shrill whistles. 
Shay enlPnes No.3 and No. 
9 were trying to put an 
American steam loader up 
a $tCCp track in Deep Well 
Hollow. Engine No. 3, run 
by Jim Johnson and No. 9, 
run by Harry Butcher, Jack 
?on hiller, conductor, lA:wis 
Grtiory, tonf: hooker, Ik'W 
up with full steam ahC:Jd 
and came back down Out of 
Ihl: hollow, UJlSCt bot h 
CmcmC'llllrld Ihto lnader. All 

.h, 
• .... v The y('u 19Z8 ""' the 
lurc!"'octd. and Virgin 
dmber disappear lind the 
Ihree mIlls of Hominy 
nils, CoIl Siding. and 
Curtin came to an end. 
Fkm Wtl50n gotthenodlO 
pull stakes nnd embark to 
Bergoo. We:bste:r County; a 
task th~t required many 
hours of planning. and 
approximately three years 
10 do. The: steel was pulled 
and the 10 Shays. the No. 
8, Heisler, and the No.6 
Climax were brOl.Jght to tho! 
Curtin Mill site to make 
ready their journey to 
Btt_. 

A special 13&0 RaitrClld 
car wa~ built with a nar row 
gauge track Qnd the Shay 
engines were run on the 
8&0 car for shipment to 
Palmer, in Braxton 
County. The journey from 
Palmer, to Webst('r 
Springs, to Bergoo, over 
the: WVAM Railroad, \OllIS 

something to Ix- talked 
about. Som(' of the: engind 
stayed in Palmer as long as 
ten years. The: fall of 1928 
saw Rem WIlson and 
George King journey 10 
Diana to i,'C1 tl'.: Nv. I 
engine. the first to arrive in 
Webster Springs. This 
('(lgine. used exclusively for 
Ihe laYing of stl.'li:l. was 
cklaycd a few days In 

Webster SprinltS awaitlllK 
the ,"omf/letion of the third 
rail nf Ihe Western 
Mllrylnnd R:lilrn;lJ sn Inc 

'. 

JI ,''''', w,,,.. " .. ,I, ],,,, un.· 
mhu~.. li e- I •• I hrrn 
10 .. 11</1", t I III ..... " .. , 

The: firsl log camp, run 
by Bill McCourt, .... '35 on 
Mill Run and the 5«ond 
Ofle by 1m Mcaung, near 
Parcoa!' From there. 
Curtin moved to lA:ather· 
wood and in '33 and '34 
crossed LClIherwood 0QtO 
Gauley as far down as 
Jerryville, and in ' 41 
crOSSl!d Point Mountain to 
Back Fork. The same SMy 
cn!,oines and loooers used in 
Nicholas were uscd in this 
operation. 

Sox Riley was ,he mill 
boss with Windy Rose o n 
one s ide and Harry 
Duckworth on the other. 
The lumberyard w,\sso full 
you . could hardly find 
room fora lumber stack. A 
major portiOn of the 
lumber was exported to 
England and Franc(', with 
10 hn T. Alcock of New 
York serving as broker and 
(eaturing wide poplar 
boards used in England and 
France as paneling. 

The. mill burned at 
d,1ybreak in April 1941 
(unknown day). By 1942, 
through Ihe e((on s o f 
A.W. Corkin, with the 
help of Shorty Reese 
drafting. the mill was 
TLobuilt . Mr. Corking, who 
was formerly with Allis· 
Chalmers, as 76, from 
sunny California, and 
retlr~.J when he was called 

• 

-1';;-<7~'"n .'If., u .... M 
t'!I' ,""lIfrn III hr}ll. ("rm 
.IIJ .... Hlald M ", .. flh., ul 
..... InlOlny br.nk .lJff' III Ihf. 
United SUln rnal" 

~"mn""nt dv 
II'II("ral lind production 

The ()(Ildcn RidKe or 
Bethlehem SU:1:1 Mme, 
hxau:d opposite PIlrcool 
wu the: first major cool 
operation Wlthin Webster 
County. They had their 
own power plant, moton, 
and Goodwin CUll ing 
machines. Its operation ron 
for some 15 yars. yet, little 
hiStOl"Y of this mine is 
known to th is wflter , 
becauSoe thcy .... ·('re an out of 
state: corporation, 

Parroal. or Bergoo No. 
I. as opcran:d by Currin 
(rom 192Q to 1936, 
produced a life time 
production o f 995,404 
tons. 

Barton o r Bergoo No.2, 
from 1930 to 1954. 
produced a li fetime 
tonnage of 7,900,376 tons. 
The mining towns from 
1930 to 1954 has made a 
complet(' change: . The 
Pardee C urrin ho me office 
is now located th(' re as well 
as an all e\e<;trlc sawmill. A 
m.1jor portion of the cool 
company houses are:owred 
by Individuals and a large 
percentage of the popula
don now work for private 
tndllSfTY or survive on 
pensions. 

Bergoo No. 3 o r 
Leatherwood, which is 
consid .... ed Bergoo, had a 
lifetime production, (rom 
1931 to 1947, of 
2,(07,772 toll!; . At one 
time, there: was an 
esti mat ed payroll of 
$200,<XX) monthly from 

company store; I trw 
story, Some people wor1crd 
every day in the mmcs and 
got more OI.Jt of the store 
than they earned. 

The old scrip story (buy 
cigarettes for $2.00 Ikr 
carton and sell them (01 
$1 .50) applies to many 
Olher items , and the 
sharpies Jov", tOlOo'f\ took 
ad"lnlage of the opportun
ity. About t'Verytxxiy in 
town took scrip. If they 
could gel it cheap enough. 
It wenl right back to the: 
company store and they 
bought meats, groc(,r1CS, 
rurnirure, and gas. It was ~ 
way for the miners 10 gel 

medicine or ~ny o ther 
worthy pur-pose. Theyi.lSl!d 
to play pok('r at Bergoo and 
Barton and scrip played the 
same as cash. It served 11 

purpose on Elk River as 
legal tender. 

Mr. Orkney. from our 
town of Webst~'f Springs. 
has worked a liferime for 
Cunm··f"irst as a lumber 
salHman. In 1927 he caffi(' 
to Wd)Ster County IlSstOrt' 

manager. bUVlng anJ 
rUlm'''i: tt-.· Curtin SlUr!: 

until reTlrem .. ,,1 llH'Y"J 
Continued On PJee 11 
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P;~dee And Curtin 
Lumber Railroad 

Pa e 5 hours. If they were o ur 13 
Continued Fro?, . gg in hours they were allowed 
Waggy , nWV Th~elder eleven. If they loaded 24 
Ch3r1t:'S,ron'ed 10 thousand ars before noon they sti!.l 
Waggy oggM" I' Run got a day. The loader man 
acre; o n ISSOUf. $3 d d 

The Birch Valley ~Q{ a aYt .con uctor 
Lumber Company was a $2 .50, tong hooker $2.25. 
b' operation at Tioga for fireman $1.75. Each man 
II! paved from 45 cents to 50 many years. d ~ be d d 
I bring you this brief cents a ay or ar ~ 

inrrodLCtion of Webster room. However, the train 
County's lumbering crews could sropan,d eat at 
industry so you might fully any log camp wuh no 
apprecia te the Par~ee charg~. All log camps had 
Curtin history makmg the fmest of food, long 
story. This information rabIes with CWo or three 
would have been imposs- kinds of meat, jellies, 
ible without the help and honey, molasses, or just 
cooperation of Webster about anyt~ing yo~ 
Couney's senior citizens. wanted. Sleeping condl
These people are deeply tions were always poor. 
m[ercs[«i in restoring the Bedbugs and graybacks 
D"adinons and legends of made the using of lamp oil 
loggIng, Shay engines, to spray your bed necessary 
acttal life and living for a good night's sleep. 
COndItiOns 10 the rugged The long winter evenings da,. or early sawmill were spent spinning tall 
opniiO lU_ tales of every description. 

In I 73, Tavlor County, Lee Gadd and others u",d 
Gn,i n, WV, the Pardee to make the rounds to the 
Cot"", ComfCIny ' .. ,mod. camps selling clothing, 
" .... 11 .. "mill which "'at hes, etc. Some have 

'Ud Into " .... ,,( the h....,n known to rx'tlJI. 
lum! "1l1~ .nJ "CJC<lIJ!O" Co hl~h I ,w.noJ 

ornp.nin In tl.. nu(l) t"",, n"ke the hkb' 
lQIrof"'nl VlflUUoI rlle III"UilIIlIflUn l4t1nJl"r h) 

~ h-om Ir mlanJ, L.n~')" n U" fht"\ 
II ,~ .. < In.. R" h"" ... 1. 
th" (" f'runc t" 

LO' ! kll', 

, 
\ 

• 

--- .... 
men reali zed the danger, Shays 
jumped to safety, and were: 
unhurt . Jim Smith, o ne of 
the finest in 36'" gauge 
railroad building, gathered 
the engines and loaderupin 
one day and shipped them 
back to cite Curtin shop, 
where they were repaired 
and put back in operation. 

The No.4 engine, run by 
Tilden Brown, fireman, 
Walt Good, conducror, 
Bob Mullins (ailed '0 take 

. sand on the head of Anglers 
Creek and the e~ine and 
12 loads left the track and 
upset. All men jumped 
from the train to safety. 

The No.5 engine, run by 
Von Oar k and fireman 
John Petit and No.7, run 
by Lee Cole and Roy 
Sparks and Bob Warbut
ton andJoe Roberts,loader 
men, and Flem Wilson , 
conducto r , had a run away 
in the hollow above 
Leivasy on Meadow C reek. 
Von Clark jumped from 
the No.5 engine, hit a cree 
and killed himself. The 
ochers made it to safety. 

The Curtin Operation in 
Nicholas was big. employ
ment good, ""!lo. cheap, 
I ivi ng condit ions also 
choop. Id (}.,neral urnn 
\\ as conSidered )n 
honorable nun. He 
~.\n..:dlcJ m:tn\ ~h'rc 
.~~~Unh..n the ton..! ~ t e.-.::h 
'<Of H ... 1 ... , fCll.1 h.. plt:>1 
hIli t..>r n"n,' IV hI> 
m\I~"'« t~,.. ..~II .,.. 

alone with Thorn. 



.... .rnT"<1 n \' 
t~ t ,,~-.s -n,,·_· 
u~hr .n 

Inawha unty, and 
J Th. assetS were used 
hdl' bu and in tall a 

blnJ mIll at Sutton. C urtin 
ho.:l thcar fir t band mill in 
Bra t n unty about 
I 

The year 
Curan m \"c 

U d "Ul'tl'; al1 l;l gr<JYO<H ... K t> 
l1l(u.1t' the u~ inJ( or lamp oil 
to tipnl y your b<...-d n t,.'C(:ssary 
(""r 11 J,C()od night's s leep. 
'11't: /onJ( winte r evenings 
were.' spent spinning ta ll 
tnlcs of every description . 
Lee field and oth 'r:; used 
to mukc the rounds to the 
nml :it scllinR c l thing, 

wfll; hcs, e tc. Some have 
been known to peddle 
'f corg ~II (:1 high powered 
snu ff) [hat make [he hick.' 
imagination wander to 
drcamL,nd, known as they 
U-Pine-!nn in Richwood, 
the Greasy Front in 
Webster Sprin gs , or Hell's 
Half Acre and the saloon in 

railroad bus m.ade daily 
runs, from Curtin to 
Brock's bridge and back, 
hustling the public, log 
hicks, and mail to and from 
the camps. The main line 
engines ran from the three 
mills to the railroad 
junctions. The old Shay 
went up the steep hollows 
and gathered the logs for 
the mills. At Curtin, 
Hominy Fall, and Cool 
Sidang, the band mills were 
cultan!! away dnil , each 
tryang to ouro the other. 
The av=1!C Cut for a I -
hour dn~ "-J' , leet 
Tht" H"mlnl tall hId., ,II 
r l rJ, ,\ felk \\ b\ the 
""me' I .. \ I -ft b h 

in the h O\\'JW 
Leivasy on Meaw, 
Von C 1ark jum 
the No. 5 cogtnc, 
and kille.d him 
others made it to 

The Curtin ope! 
Nicholas was big, 
mc:nt good, wagl 
living conditicl 
cbeap. Old Gene 
was considc: 
bonorable 
cancelled 
aCCOunts at the 
year. He also 
bills for 
employees. 

along 

of a 1 
Gener al CW'tID, 
the minds of 
today. 

The year 1 
hardwoods 
timber disap 
three mills 
Falls. Coal 
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-hoy ould make their 
Journ 'y to Bcrl!OO nnd their 
ne w and lost hom '. By !he 
end (19 29 oi l the urtin 
engines had mode it to 
Bergoo and the West 
Virginia Midland waS 
coming to an end. 

The I. t part of 1929 and 
early 3Q'ssaw Flem Wilson 
and Ed Cochrad sent to 
Dian. with the No. I 
engine and Bill Skidmore, 
engineer to pull tl-£ steel of 
the West Virginia Midland 
to We ter Springs. A Mr. 
Coalshaw, who laid the 

rigin.1 reel (or the West 
irginia Midland Railr d . 

there n that gloomy 
morning and he<! a fev.' 
I Ihe hi ry of • 

~' n er 
min t n 

" f 

to meet the chal\~ 
rebuild the mill. li 
was so well as 
under the guideline: 
Corkin , that tl-£~ 
normal cut the firs~ 
in less than 120 da 
sides were runninl 

The mill ran fu 
to 1945. mainl 
timber on the Bad 
Elk and Pointa N 
The mill finally 
1945 and the 111 
sold to Ha rrisoc1 
Company of ) 
The old e ~ines 
to Mid .... est ~eeJ 
of Charleston. 
Olgines '" ere C\I 
loa. ed 01 
Mine. 1 
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co 11"lCC.'t Ihl' ch~lIcn.:c nnd 
rehulld lill.' Inili. TIH! mill 
,, ~ ~t) wc II nSSCITl bled 
un..ler Ihe J.:ulddinL'S or Mr . 

lrLIO. IhlH they ha I n 
r'k"lm1",1 ('ut the firs t day :md 
on k _ I"'''' 12 days. both 
dd ,,'\.' rc running . 
Th< mill ran from 1942 

I 1". mainly from 
amber on Ihe Back Fork of 
EJ and P inrn Mountain . 
n.c mill fi nally closed in 
10<1 and the mill assets 

d to Harrison Lumber 
Com ny of Arkansas . 
n.c old cl1!ines were sold 
10 lodwe5t reel and Junk 
of ~rksl n. WV. The 
cn~ .. ere cut up and 
Iooalal ' 1 old Rod Oak 
\It"" I.. rndeed a sad 
Jo III lhe hrsl"'Y of 

~uwe raIlroad 
• R ... n old o. 

"" lhe ,mole I -k 
r .. tt."tc.~, rom 

.10 .. " (hrouwh 
IJ,c ," .... It> 

"" r' 1 
10 th 
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: o al produ tion . Th e 
population has dropped 
from a hi~h of approxima_ 
tely 1.800 to about 250 
people . Coal production is 
sti ll alive with Ike leWis. a 
former football coach and 
coa l stripper, fr o m 
Pickens. How mu ch 
production he gets is 
unknown to this writer 
but I w ould estimat~ 
approximately 700 tons 
per day . 

Bergoo No.4. from 
1935 to 1959. was a rather 
good mine with a lifetime 
production of 6.498.554 
rons. It was a thriving 
mining town with 70 
houses, com pany store, 
school. church. and union 
hall. The taxis out of 
Webs~r Springs kepI the 
road ho t bringing the 
miner to town and back to 

pend their mo ney. 
The o . 5 mine wa a ni 

penlll n from I 45 t I 
1 • with n produ n n 
S 1.7 tnn 

1It"",n ') I m I 
In I ) m" cr am lUOic II 
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ould 

produ cn o n o r O.Wts,55 4 
tons . It w as n thriv ing 
mln l n~ to wn with 70 
house. com pa ny Stun.: 
chool. chu rch , anu u nio~ 

hal l. 1ne t axis Out of 
Webster Sprin l(S kept the 
,nd hot b ri n ging the 
rn l n r S to town and back tu 
pend their money . 

The No. 5 mine was only 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950. with a pr duCtion of 
50 1.780 tons . 

Britton No. I from 194-1 
(0 1943 neVer amounted to 
a wh Ie lot. 10.178 tons. 

Britt n No. 1, from 
1943 to 1959, produo..>d 
,664,585 tons, and was a 

great service to the poor 
·ople. The waste or bone 

c al rejected by the washer 
And dryer was used by 
about all the people in 
W ebst:e r County, at one 
time o r anOther. Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for 
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·rrh....J In I'icltelu, Ihe nclff 
mNnlf\~ .• t 7:lO nnd thirty 
minufet btl: for the d~ily 
run to BtlcI:hl1nnon. They 
" ... "')t l!>e rninonl he move to 
AleKllnd rm and the 
ronduclOr Clime up fO Mr. 
Tharcr In fhe cab o f th ... 
en.,';nc (3113) and said to 
Mr. "J"nayer. " You arc: not 
running a freight Imin. we 
are thirty minutes late." 
Mr. Thayer said to the 
flreman. " We will pull into 
Buckhannon on (ime." He 
pulled dO"ll the track at 
about 40 miles per hour for 
a mileandasignsaid 'Track 
warning. 10 miles per 
hour.' 

He: never tOuched (he 
throtde. He said at times he 
thought the engine and 
passenger cars were air 
going into the river. He 
pulled into Adrian and the 
conductor gave him 
anomer visit and informed 
him IO slow it down. we 
were ahead of time. 

Mr. Thayer ran the 
Pickens to Buckhannon 
run fo r six months and the 
conductor never talked to 
him again about his 
schedule. The second night 
in Picir::ens, Mr. }hayer 
went to bed at the Pickens 
Hotel as soon as SUpper was 
over. He woke up about 
12:00 o'clock to go to the 
Johnny howe. The fire had 

out in 

porch of fl ... ....cond floor 
o f the hOld. Mr. 1l1ayer 
fi nally made It bllC;k to the: 
bed lind tho: Hostler (or 
31 13 Informed him and the 
fl rel1lll.n Ihat the engine and 
.... ate r linc:!i to the p assenger 
coaches wcre (rt<.~ing up. 
Mr. Thayer. the flreman 
and Hostler had the engine 
thawed o ut. heat in the 
passe nge r coaches and 
3 11 3 andcrew wason their 
way at 7:30 a.m. (or 
Buckhannon. 

Mr. Thayer scrved as 
engineer on the 5005 
ptssenger nain engine fro m 
Richwood to C larksburg. 
He also blowed the whistle 
and pulled the throule o n 
7608, one o( the biggest 
Steam engin es ever in 
service except the 6 14. that 
run s co ntinuously on 
excursio n runs yet today 
and yearly f rom Cincinnati 
to Hinton. The 7608 was 
192 feet lo ng fro m cow 
catcher to the coupling at 
the end o( the water tank 
with a 235 lb. steam 
pressure, held 25 tons of 
coal and 22,000 gallons of 
water and was used to haul 
troop trains a ll over the 
United States d urin g 
W o rld War n. ' 

Mr. Thayer has trained a 
number ci 
on diesel. 
Don 

lind C U/1Ibo:Tlllud. Mary
\.lind: there Is little track~ 
in the scope of the 8&.0 
Guflon yards that Mr. 
Thayer has not COVl;:I'"ed . 

(ire and tho: recern Wrc:dt. &I
Centr.l!ia Tunntl Whu. 
you rome OUt cl the '\eX) 

Mr. Thayer was !he 
original objcctor to the 
co ndit ions at the o ld 
Beanery at Cowen. He filed 

fett tunnd il • only ~ 
40leret to the6(X)feCl~ 
bridge with guerd.cr. nery 
100 feet and OYer 200 feet 
down to the W1IU:!" . The day 

a report on several 
occas ion s about livi ng 
ronditions, screen doors , 
beds and general condi
tions. A new air condition, 
ed Beanery was built and 
this wr iter and his brothers 
were the prime contract
ors. W e also started the 
Cass S<::enic Railroad the 
same year . 

Mr. Thayer wrecked at 
Orland o in Braxton 
Counry in 1958. The ficst 
car behind three engineers 
kicked a rail and 31 coal 
cars loaded, jumped the 
track and piled u p 6 deep. 
We were clocked at 39 
miles per hour when we 
wrechd. 

Mr. Thayer wrecked two 
miles east ci Cowen o n 
Laurel C reek's steepest 
grade. We had a loose 
wheel that wouldn't slow 
down in a curve and turned 
s ideways and d erailed 37 
coal cars. There is probably 
coal on Laurel Creek 

It aU over the 
hUbid... .....x.d 

of IN: WTeck the alglnttf 
was through the runnel and 
on the burning ~ and 
engines passed OYer the 
bridge on the $tetl guer~ 
and d~ing the bunung 
ties and hot steel as they 
slid across the: guerders ~ 
fuel oil tanks W ete split and 
when the fuel oil hit the hot 
steel it made a rremendow. 
fi r e. Somehow the 
engineers and aam crews 
managed to put out the fire 
and save the engines. Mr. 
Thayer was one of the 
engineers who helped 
rebuild the bridge and 
restore railroad traffic. 

Mr. 1llayer married a 
rail r oad woman . H is 
Ch arlone Thayer, ,,-as a 
cle rk. a n d telegra ph 
operator in Grafton before 
they moved to Cowen. 

Mr. Thayer was born to 
be a rail ro ad He 
has many of 
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Paul G. Thayer 
PaulO. Thayer. a 90 lb. 

milroad engineer. who was 
not supposed co make it 
because of his size, his 
engineer Leather gloves 
come almost to his 
elbows. he had to look (or 
smaU women's garters to 
hold rhe sleeves up on his 
shirt and his blue railroad 
handkerchief went around 
hjs neck rwice. his railrood 
cap tipped his eyebrows. 
H. looked like a midget 
with a circus. His 
determination and hard 
work made him one of the 
best railroad engineers to 

ever pull the thronle and 
blow the whistle for the 
B&O Railroad. He went to 
work as a fireman in 1944 
and was running as an 
engineer in 1947. He 
started running the 1212 
freight engine. later the 
1314. In December 1949 
h e bumped into the 
passenger run from Pickens 
to Buck han non, steam 
engine #3113. His first 
three days in Pickens is 
something to remember. 

- He started from Buckhan
non to Pickens in a 1941 
Ford at 7:30 at night and 

VlAQ 

anived in Pickens the 
morning, at 7:30 and d 
minutes late for the I 

run to Buckhannon . . 
got the train on the mo 
Alexandra and 
conductor came up t(! 

Thayer in the cab 0 

engine (3113) and sa 
Mr. lbayer. "You iU1 

running a freight nail 
are thirty minutes 
Mr. Thayer said t( 

fireman. "We will pul 
Buckhannon on time 
pulled down the tta 
about 40 miles per ho 
a mUe and a sign said ' 
warning, 10 mile1 
hou-r .. 

He never touche 
throtde. He said at til 
thought the enginl 
passenger cars we 
going into the rM 
pulled into Adrian, 
conductor gave 
another visit and in! 
him to slow it do, 
were ahead f Ii 

Mr. Tha 'er 
PI 'ens t 

run r - ),. mDntnSI 
nducr 

hIm ~ un 
,:lied,"" The ""-'>1 
11\ PI" r.... lr 

nt baJ a' the 
H d 

He 
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fhl'\.\rtk and 
h .1<. .Il<

Jr.J He" nil 
• hf'Cman 10 I .. 

arrh'cJ In Plckcn rhe l'K:x l 

"' rnin~. t7:30andthirtv 
"\lnule hltt' (or the dully 
ru" co flu kh""non . n,ey 
).,'Ot the tT"in on flu:: move t 

Ic)!anJrll nnd the 
C Ildu (or mc up to Mr. 
TIlt,ycr In th' ,b o( the 
<n~"n< ( II ) and sold '0 
Mr. 1N cr. "You nrc n t 
running n (rciRht trRin, we 
ar~ thlrt~' minures late." 
Mr l1lRYcr said to ,he 
,«man. " We will pull In,o 

Buck hannon on 'Ime." He 
pulled dow" the track at 
.bout 40 miles JXr hour for 
• mile lind a sign said fT rack 
warning. 10 miles per 
hour. ' 

H< n<ver touched the 
duonle. He said a' times he 
though. the engine and 
~r cars were all 

"' uno the river. He 
pulkd ,nto Adroan and rhe 
co nductor gave him 
an n ''U'' and .n(ormed 
him I · II down. we 

.,.,d ume. 
Th. ·u ran the 

o Sue lunnon 
... x nth and the 

~toJ&ac;!." rIC' cr tallcc:d to 
b u, hOI 
unJ n'dlt 

TluIv , 
PIc ..... 

par h of the s(."COnd Ooor 
of the hotel . Mr. Thayer 
nnRlly mllde It back to the 
bed and ,he Host!'r for 
3 113ln(ormed him and 'he 
nrcman thor me engine and 
water lines to the passenger 
conches were fret."7.ing up. 
Mr. Thayer, the fireman 
and Hostler had the engine 
thawed out, heat in the 
passenger coaches and 
3113 and crew wason their 
way at 7:30 a.m. for 
Buckhannon . 

Mr. Thayer served as 
enginee r on the 5005 
passenger train engine from 
Richwood to Clarksburg. 
He also blowed the whiscle 
and pulled the throttle on 
7608. one of the biggest 
steam engines ever in 
service except the 6 14, that 
run s continuously on 
excursion runs yet today 
and yearly from Cincinnati 
to Himon. The 7608 was 
192 (eet long from cow 
catcher to the coupling al 
rhe end o( th water tank 
Wllh a 235 lb. team 
pr ure, held 25 t os ( 
coal Ind 22, gall 
.. I r nd was u. d t luul 

p Il1Iln .11 ver the 
n'led Ule duron 

World Wlr U 
Mr Th yrr ha tra.nt"J. 

nwnhc-r t rl C'f\IIIWC •• 
d , ..-

and Cumberland. Ma 
land.; mere is little tTacK 
in the scope of the 
G rafton yards that 
Thayer h2S not covered 

Mr . Thayer was 1 
o riginal objector to 
conditions at tr.: I 

Beanery at Cowen. He fi 
a r epor t on seve 
occasion s about By. 
conditions, screen d~ 
beds a nd general co, 
dons. A new air conditi 
ed Beanery was built 
this writer and his brocl 
were the prime contI 
or.. We also started 
Cas. Scenic Railroad 
same year. 

Mr. Thayer wreeke 
Orlando in Bra> 
County in 1958. The 
car behind thr~ engiJ 
kicked a rail and 31 
cars lcadc:d, jumped 
track and pHc:d up 6 , 
We were d eel. 
miles peT hour ",h 
wreckc:d . 

Mr. Th:. 'er .... 'rtt:l.:e; 
mil easl 
Laurel 
grade e had 
.... heel dll I " 

"" In. 
... de , 
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n\.t (umbrrIAnd. MAry· 
Ia"J. ,h."". IInle rr""kaN" 
'" ,h.. . IJ1C or ,he B&. 

nth ,-.,n y.rds I NU Mr. "fhco 
kTr 
• oJ,"" 

~nc 

•. n dM" 
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nu. "(' r has ntH vt.··rcd . 
Mr. Thayer was the 

()(I • • n. 1 obj r r 10 the 
oJ". ", Rl the old 

Bconcry at \Ven . He flied 
• r ~fl rr o n s everal 

• Io n " a bout living 
0010 ns, rl."\:n doors • 
, and general candi-

D new nir condidon· 
.,J ncr wns built and 
,h.., " Tllcr . nd his brothers 
.. ere the prime contract

We a Iso started [he 
no Railroad the 

C .,"ear. 
Ir Thaycr wrecked at 

rland on Broxto n 
on I . The ill'S' 

"'nd dun: englnccr 
cd a nool nd I I 

Jed. IWO the: 
~. and ",led up deep. 

c I cd It 
hour .. hen .. .., 

Or nnd til recent wreck 
ntraHa Tunnel Wh at . en 

you come Out 0( the 400 
fcct nann 1 if L':i only about 
40 ·~ ·t to the 600 feet long 
brldg· with guerdt rs ever 
100 fcct and o ver 200 fee~ 
d wn to the water . The day 
o( the wreck the engineer 
was through the tunnel and 
on the burning bridge and 
engines passed Over the 
bridge on the steel gucrders 
and clearing the burning 
ties and hot steel as they 
slid across the guerders the 
fuel oil tanks were split and 
when the fuel oil hitthe hot 
steel it made a tremendous 
fire . Somehow the 
engineers and train crews 
managed to put out the fire 
and save the engines . Mr. 
Thayer was one o f the 
en gineer who helped 
rebuild the bridge and 
re tOl'e railr d traf 1 • 

Mr. lNIycr marned a 
ra dr ad w m a n . H i 

arl e Thl)'cr, " 
I rl a nJ t Ie raph 

r In raf t bet rt 

man 
the 
1972 
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.-.p R.dwd Ntd~ and 
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e4 "" County ConunU
IIOtItf') who tcn'(' as 

CDfft~n('n, 

-...d "'" d><Y ""'" me aJUC _ ecablilhed by the' 
dn-oa. cif.aali on d.t 
prcOnC'I' "' and Dd 
~ .... dcda,ed .II 

.. ,.,. '" ilk A..-, by 
dw«w- V«*S and a c"cuJr 
c...n Judo< d.""on M" 
~ .. dw:.uthort=d __ ..... vo«<! 
and uao:f my Sc.u: Sen.tt' 

~"" l\) d~ Sil'<c:Mui~ 
c .nd _ c:i«fC\J ~ 

~r. bur ... ~ ckd.red 
inodflirlbk bccauk I would 
n;;IoII .AI" In .mJllYiI d"" I 
wou&d nat nln lOr public 
oIf~ 

In 1!)58, u nda President 
~"""" W Veconomy 
...... flll u~loym"m in 
IOUrhl:m WV ... -as It a n 1I1l
erne hitlh. Urn:mploymc:nl 
funds v.'ffI: gone, relief lind 
food orden \\.'en' :llmost 
Impossible. Red Cross, 
c hu rches and charity 
Ol'pru::uions were broke. 
The ~umem cou nties of 
McDowell. Mingo. l..opn 
and M.ercer were at a 
$DoomU . 

As. an cla:ted member of 
the WV Legislature, we 
«pni%Cd a committee fo r 
dl5lrcssed areas of WV. I 
",-as appoi n ted chairman of 
the 25-member committee. 
I ~ poverty at the wo rst 
with uglV co nditi o ns, 
oumide toilets with their 
ma y smell.$, • clinging 
odor lone after you left the 
Kent, shoestrings dangling 
from oversized hard-toe 
mining • caps and 
lOdes do wn 
chick , di rty 

dI..o:erboard John Rlu:h;.., 
_lIIus, etc, o..u or Ihl, 10· 
da.\', ZS-membc:r commil
I~ Invt:5tlkllrion ClIme the: 
Slate TemporRry oconom lc 
pf"(~ .. rnm (S"rul» $ 1.00 nn 
hour 5ta te pllrk work 's 
progrnm , the "", trll re ~ 
and garden pr()1.:rnm, lind 
the firsl $30,000 fo r food 
Stamp5 in McDo wel l ' 
County alone, Ultt ..... Mi"l.'O , 
l..ogan, C lay and Webstcr 
lind (hen SUitewidc and 
now natio nwide. 

Last year 1985, (had "TV 
in C ha rleston , five nigh ts 
weekl y that co vered 
Kanawha, Putmm, parts of 
C laV, Fayette and Boone. I 
have a "TV library, VHS 
and Bera, thirty-six -30-
minute TV sho ws with 
various legislators, State 
Senators and Board of 
Public Works all o n fil e at 
my home at Zl6 River 
Drive, Webster Springs, 
WV. They have run as re
runs in Webster Springs, 
Buckhannon and are no w 
running in Mo rgantown 
and will run in Elkins 
immediately after Christ
mas. I hope the TV cable 
subscribers of Webster TV 
Cable Service demand they 

and nnlon .. 1 econo mic K>e.urity, veu:.W\'. btntitlS, 
lIyst..,m 15 not able to labo r contracts, nc. . 
proYld<: wc.h iob&. The Cong.c:se; help5 themw.lvel 
Rcalll'n administration is and tr yinK hard In ....Ju, 
running wild with apac.c: second c\ur;. ci'liu:nr. 014 of 
ag~, St::l. wars, and military OUr citilCru., 1bevhavtAid 
and dt:fense contraclS, s.o amon to Rc::opn'lI.ur _ n., 
many and so b ig t hat congressional ben"r.u., 
controls have been lax iunlu:u and co:\tin~ to 
while Ui><paVCTS are buying vote for 1 triI\ion ddkim 
ash trays for $ IOO each and that our children .. nd 
bolts, nutS, washers and grnnckhildren can MVt:f 

screwd rivl.'T$ for $40 each . P'lV. 

po l l tlu ll v I ~ ,i ml, l e 
d;fiCO \l r ~ l:e men ! . 1 have 
h..,c n in lh.., po li t ical 
bl!. rn yard of disca rd..,d 
Dem ocral poli tidallS ror 
yenrs. The WV family 
poli tidan says w.., don't 
vote fOf Sheri ff Given, He 
can 't win . he won't pay o n 
the precinct \"' vel. He's a 
loser , he doesn' t agrc<:, W e 
don't neoo him on th.., 
tea m . E lcc t io n aft e r 
electio n the Pl:ople help me 
knock o n doors - the 
team gt •• (S o ut their cash 
political funds, and Ply o n 
the precinct level - and if 
ne cessa r y r c - financ e 
dection day about noon, 
and start giving and buying. 

Cong r c ss h a s b een The Kteat \~ev f\ood 
brainwashed into appro ... • of November It .,.d S, .. 

I always make them spend, 
hustk. pul,l thei r hair, fight 
among themselves and 
promise one another and 
Ward healers political 
dreams o f elephant size. 

Jobs are the main issue in 
WV and the nation. 
Serious questions should 
be raised by the WV 
legis lature and ou r 
Congressional delegat io n 
in Washington, DC about 

ing safetv for this nation to history , and ~,tDWI'a 
the tune o f al trill ion debt and govemment ~ 
at 8% imerest while at !he are at the me. ev of 
same time reducing the politicians, both $ Wlr! .nd 
standard of living of. the national. Thln.~ c:J .n tk 
middle and worldng class laid-ot'f ~\ miners. If the 
by tightening of blad lung, itOverr\fm~nt and politkiaM 
fo o d s tamps, s oci a l Clatinucd On It-. 12 

~-JO---

t he TV Sheriff Given 
Webster Springs, 
the Janua r y ... 

F"b ,"~,,- y i s l ll (;v e 

any government o r any 
economic. system that can 
p rovide jobs to aU who 
need them and are able to 
work, It is crystal d ear with 

about 



Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton 

If ' u are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 

bl ked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any 

of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 

acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 

help you block up acreage for drilling or 

selling. Mike Ross 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 

(304) 472-1110 
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And Highest 

f , 

• IM: slore 
"~~::;:;,,h'.;;." .f_ 

~d 
"",II 

... " 
Pardee-Curtin Lumber 

VirginIa for employment. 
We a", .""nHul for .Uthe 
soad football plovcrs 
f"rni ~h~ . " Web •• .,. 
SprIngs High School: Jack 
Nun ..... Jim Lough, Gran. 
Lough , JIm Arbog~$'. 
RJcl<y~nd Larry CUtl,p. Joe 

:-.~'';;.~ ,,,",," Sto.. and 1't,,1 Harris, Brack 
o.VI$, &I Rnch.m, Duck 
LipKomb, Clyde and 
Du,.Io, •• d Lculi<an, Okk 
and A'FI Smilh, Wall 
Helmick. "nd F",nk Da.ko 
from Jtrryv;lk 

We •• " proud Curlin 
OCfll ut C ... n{ Wlnkk •• 
who ... orb for tho: Suuc 
Roo*", G«I'III! Cridir. OOr 
bonkn. h .. "",{e, a ~cr 
In dw Ioml ...... M'hool. -J _ odwn In . 11 
.... ." 11(, J.uh (onhr 
........ C .. ,an Luml:owr _ ........ ,...., 
.J"' ...... , .... 'rm~. 
_, yMf_.J .,.... .... lIh ... _-
, "" ....... . .1,'" 

..,. ~ ........... uodrf 
"'W...alollflll1 ol1 ,ho 
........ I ...... ' ... '· ........ ,....._1 .. -... ..... ,.-

, , 

IItOty • on.ow stOrm 
which is hard 10 bd~..., • 
but c! ......... tl of ,he ",me 
Horm wet" hcrt in 
Wc!: .. t<:. SprinllS. Our vCTY 
own !'tOpic of ,hIs ." ... n 
were witho... wau:. and 
electricity (". one ,...,.,k .nd 
people from UpperKlade 
and other parts of the 
CDuntry """~ s idelined In 
Weboter Springs from 2 to 

5 daY'. The 'Ime "-u 
December 7. 1944. 
Ahhough 1'oI-ulnGermany 
at mat time. 1 tecall .. lk",g 
to many of OUT cio oens 
about their conditions 
duting that particular ... ~k 
of bv-Fn. history . Mrs. 
Good said it started 
5no.win8 at 6 a . m . 

Do.:embt. 7. 1944 and 
snowed 36 inch<"$ bv II :30 
a.m. It kepi: on 511O"ing for 
• wl'C'k ond tht:y kept 
b:eping ,eoords. In thrl'C' 

• 
, 

p~e-4 
WtlCOMES 

YUill :.--
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Cold st And Highest 
Shay ' 1l~IOCS No. 12 mt, 
(150 ton) wt.:rt.: ~ 
exclusively On the I 

mile being rebuilt m. 
two and sometimes 
tTips in 24 hours. 
e&..O from Roncerv 
Durbin took 100 c 
lumber . pulp and t 
bark . from Cass , 
every day to Covi 
Virllinia and Luke 

, .. _I,ent pnrt of 11'\t; tllI,1I ~ I 
C" l months n -!'ISS, 

I pnJ on 0 n~lo l's 
If": dmt· out (rOfn work 

... n .ho r nl po r h o( IC ~J 

." lid omf'nny torc, !'he ~h ar ont: rime wos one 
(he: blfU: SI i l'l [he st~t'· 

~ I ~cpr nbour nnylhmG 
...... ,,-ann:d , n ' hears the ::;:: .ic " Id . 4 hay 
"",nc pur ha cd (ro m 
III' h alley Lumbe r 

p.n 11 gao W V and 
no- '" d or as n 
rtmc m bron e o( o ld 

1111 cloy and as an 
_'" 100 rmon r p"ople 

"cr .hc .. and 
unrro . 1\. .he 

Id . 4 

many thousand (eet o f 
lumber was sawed in 24 
h urs (242 M feet). They 
a ll remember certain 
railroad wrecks and snow 
StOrms 3nO ' abOut all ot 
them have been in the town 

( Spru ce in its heyday. 
propulate 500 in 1914. 
boarding house. POSt 
ofAce. school and Dr . 
Coffer and his pili bag and 
mOto r car . 

Mr. Walter Good. 
railroad engineer on the 
Spruce line fro m 1927 
until 1960. can give you as 
much r morc information 
as anyone in Cass. In fact. 
he waS the engineer (or o. 
I to Bald Knob when the 
pol,odans and Mr. Barron 
, k the last ride . He 
r<.'Call a wreck on the run 
round In pru e \\; th a 

700 Malley belonging to 
Ihe eslern Mar land. He 
\\. runnlnll ~' 12. 
re,c ... lnR lhe r. The 7 
hit him h:a 1_ 

He 

Maryland . Mr. Goo 
was one of th.e engit1 
this run for 
remembers the old 
car and tried to kee 
him as much as I 
There were so mar 
trying to trav i 
Srruce '0 Cass 
dangerous riding , 
cars . Thineen we 
could h:aul and gt 
the "";tch bad.! 
used a bralc=:u 
twO cars. He 
supply car a 
were overloaded 
pi ers In the 
an awful lex 
dunn lhe II 



- me'n IH .... ~ ~~ ,t HtJI dflY and Alii nn 
k~,r .. ,()" (fOUl for peo ple 
~~" II < ('r the .S . • nd ":ri,.. .. 1 n1unrric" A I th e.' 
~t"'~'I H lint{'. n itA No . 4 

!ct\"'C' lA' trUllu,,),t "' I1M"' " 
u~,,"n .: 1mr V\")llt'\~ 11Wn 
j" tuCUh' rl1~lnl.~r", fnr lh· 
." . rill I IIlr Md ",h"n 

II I' ",flll'lr le I In 11 .JJ 
",>!' I he ll . 7 Shny 

(' ... ~I"'· . \\ I" h rt' "n ll y 
\ ' ''11\·(1 ,....... tu\-tnHl an tnt· 

tr'" .. ..:'[tv I, wus 
['<II h.t....J by Ih" .cuml 
Rc'" '\H" c:J') rtm lnt 
'('11\ \cud", R, v'r 

>1"111 \. R.lnelle. WV. 
\ oJ . I r<· 

I , I lhe IglOnl enll ,n 
ell Ir m (h' M wer 
l.u;:n~ "mp n um-

10 ron nd 
I 110m Icto:ly 

ulcJ nd w, 1I 
c b Juno: 

I w lhe 
Id Knob 11\ 

pru c Iinc from 1927 
unti l 1960. can lIive you as 
mu h o r m rc information 
It nnyo n' in MS. In fact, 
I . WOk th cngin 'cr fo r No . 
I to B"ld Knob when the 
po" li Inns nnd Mr. Borron 
wok lh last ride . He 
r " lis n wr 'ck o n the run 
"round In Spruce with a 
700 Miley belonging to 
Ih · W 'stern Maryland. He 
wa~ running Shay No. 12 
r 'versin ll the bar . The 700 
hll him again . Shay No. 12 
was never run anymore. He 
sa id it was rcall y sad to see 
such a Il d engine be cut 
up (o r junk, as the Mower 
Lumber Company Engines 
N s. 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, II ,and 
I 3 g I the same [(catment 
later on. He taa:d to me 
that he had a Shay engine 
f( the track as many as 12 

times in one day. 
y u know, Mower 

Lumber Compan 
th Ir wn p ( 

r Don) and nu t:: 

uy l "" to J 
S{'l'"uce to 
dangerous r\ 
cars . Thine 
could haul ~ 
thc switch ~ 
used a brak 
two cars. 
supply car 
were overlo 
pickers in t 
an awful 
durin~ the 

Mr. GO 
living in C 
boarding I 
or Cheat 
1941 -1941 
the last of 
Spruce_ ci 
the ra il 
beNo'een 
ElkinS. 
of the 

Ra Il road 
"'_ ~r . co 
"~as an ~ 
n11road 

r 



' Itt/n" O M th ' o r ( wnod. th n go to the 
h. nn hUrl wild tol hop nnd with the help and 

" 111 tnl HcnnlnllS nd [Id vl of o thers, would 
""~ Jc hn fo ro". n w II A t th . pi c out of steel. 

m n ulh 1'11 . met. w Th· pr '.cnt railroad 
Ihf I'('ln 1111 rm rcn bouf know.. eh' s Scenic 
Ion • -I II. !)Iur I · r~. Rnl lroad. w. a r ully busy 
"n.! I I In" OOUI hnw r io (rom I to 1913. 

Pard .. Curtin Lumber 
• , ... dolled From P31l 

> .\11 un Ihln~ Ihnr you 
"ull I,k I r . h · 
.. ,..10 u on Ber!! wo'! 
"I 110 IM)I' \ ,10 I 01· 

u hll) '" nn mony 
ul(ht in 

Vlrllinla for employment . 
W' (lr' th.1nkful ( r all the 
good (0 tball players 
furni h·d t Webster 

rings High School: Jack 
Nutter. Jim Lough. Grant 
L ugh. Jim Arbogas t, 
Ricky and Larry udip.Joe 
and Phil Harris , Brack 

avi , &I Fincham . Duck 
Lip comb. Clyde and 

urward Lcuikart. Dick 
nnd Argcl mith . Walt 
H ·Imla . and Frank Dar 0 
fr m Jerryville. 

"e re 
ent u 

.... h .... 
Rd. Ceo 1rJ:t! 

nhr. ht 
In the I 

.. II, 

which I 

but elem 
storm 
Webster Sj 
Own peop] 
were with 
electricity I 
people fro 
and Othel 
country .... 
Webster ~ 

5 days . 
Decemb 
Although 
at that tirr 
to many 
about d 
during du 
of bY-&01 
Good s 
sna.wlnl 

Decembe 
sno .... -ed ) 
a.m. It e 
a wer 

In 
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. Mr. . who 
(the en inccrs on 

chi r u n r years 
fnnm'\ rs the Id su pply 

n.d mcd [ keep it with 
mu a.5 Ible. 

p Ie 
fro m 

II ; I ,"" ( , 

d.IY Il ~\ ., .. u~ , t" . II\,. 

wlnJu ws o n rh · ~., nnd 
no r of [he h<, "rdi nl4 
11< uS~ . Mr. ood [old me 
th:lt lh l..iV put two and three 
rqllro ad cn~in 's tC\!cth crto 

A Trip' 

pi w the sno w off [he 
trocks. Mr . Good ran the 
Icnd c n~ine and the s now 
came in the window of the 
engine so badly they had to 
stOP and shovel the snow 
out of the cab. Mrs . Good 
said that during the snow 
storm they always had 
telephone connections 
with Elkins. The did run 
out of a lot of items to eat 
and had to bake biscuits 
three times a day . It was an 
experience of a lifetime . 

he nly had bed room fo r 
l4. n d was stuck with 20, 
me n nd 2 wo men, and had 

rn[ch the boa o m of 
rT I ( r ~ d . l tIasted 

a fu ll week and !hey all 
rna e 1\ ut in IO¢ l 

F rc Ihfcl~~~Ohe9':"P ; 
I fC r che M 

Lumkwr c~= rn.n a 

Some two wee'" 
grabbed my hat aJ 

and head.ed down 
Rando lph . Pen, 
Grant. Hardy. Hal 
and Jefferson c 
toward Baltimor< 
with a Mr Lili 
f',~;c1ent o( the 

Maryland Rail, 
refCTence to a 
tourist tra in 
Webster Sp! 
Spruce, to EI\ 
possible conneo 
the Cass Scenic 
The 1.2 mile Iir 
would CO<\lleCt 

Scenic Railr 
estern Mart 

!heC&Oan n 
availablr 0 t~ 
unbc1it e.. U 
become • rol, 
a ~, • 

uld ~ 

I 



r- .. nil," " ..... .... ... .. ~ .. - , 

<co uld Nul .,.,d ~ " hroulIh 
lh wll h b. k •• ,.,d I h ·y 
".CJ • b I.. Ifl~n (or every 
""" 'n It... nld til, 
'''l'I'ly :IIr on t I nr 

tc lVeri. 1..- wltll berry 
r
' 
hl~ In It. _urnrn..-r nnd 

II "'ui 10" t> 1I"nl ·r. 
hlt\II~ III .. II nnd wi", ·r. 

f r Vl"rIo.t • 
h\ It t In 

..... 
I brhrw. 

Ihr IW1r 
here 

~~~ .~ '~~~t h " th~ ' -b::;~~~1UOf 
Ih b.rrcl for food. l tlasted 
(()r " fu ll week and they all 
l1",dc Ir ut jn fin~ s hape 
FrOI'O Ihf ralk PTl~' front 

r 'h 0 the o ld mpany 
ttlr' (the ower 

Lumb'r Complny comes 
mnny a good story. How 
well they are appreciated 
by the younger generation 
nnd the public is unknown. 

n thIng for su re comes 
to your mind when you 
mend n Spruce. it su rely is 
the coldest and highest 
pb e in W est Virginia. 

the C&.O and mai 
available. to tout' 
unbelievable. If cl 
become 3 reality 
a dream. W 
cou Id be the 
tourist attracti"! 
states in the na 

I talked witH 
who gave me 
encouragement 
he did lis:fn I 

f31 a!ff;;t h'f 
granted per . 
a couple of r 
cars on Augu 
from Webs 

p~eou4 
WELCOMES 
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", .. " Uf , 
P4/Je 11 

A Trip To Bald Knob 
m(' twO week s ng . I 

h""-J mv hor [lnd oor 
• nd hc.ld ·d d ,wn rhr uRh 
Rand Iph Pendl'r n, 

rAnt. H(, rd . Hampshire. 
a " d Jc ((e rs n o unti es 

" rd Bnldm rc to talk 
" 'lh Mr LiIi~SI vice 
IY ' • NH rh<.o w e,.c;re rn 

Railroad in 
r • possible 

Uf , trRi n o ut of 
e:b le r prings to 
\l ·C. to Elkins, and 

Ie: nneed ns with 
enl Railroad. 

mile linking tract 
... nne t the 

RQllroad. the 
M r)'lan , and 
n m ke ervice 
{ n that is 

I" I thl h uld 
call )' i reoc! ( 
'1.' I Ir ni 

I he IIreale I 

IOU'IM altlrKIl10fl ali lhe 

Spruce , t hrou~ the scenic 
wonderland (rom Bergoo 
t Slaty Fork, to Spruce . 
We were honored to have 
Mr. Utterback. trainmaster 
of the Elkins branch, as one 
of our drivers. We. were 
accompanied by State 
Senator Mr. earl Gainer, 
who is also Senate 
Chairman of the Natural 
Resources Committee. and 
Mr. Bob Phillips, his 
Republican opponent for 
the upco ming election on 
No vember 3, 1970. The 
young , enetgetic teacher 
from the local Webster 
Springs High School, Mr. 
.Leroy Crislip, was with us 
as photographer, and he isa 
real good o ne. His pictures, 
on thi~ trip, will be a credit 
to W ebste r County CIO>e.ns 
~ r the next generation . We 
\Io'e r r reunate in the 
5C1'vi Mr. Philli 
&ad n ( Ale ndria, 
Vlfauu , an emp 'ee 
J,m k' and the 
"H,Ublll" Thl ure 
min I IUS( S(artlnjl '" 

~m4iI"" nJ ,h., II", 
cwr a fltn, 

tin. ~ "'''''''''If'<"' 
man H~ 



, , 
who ~.wc In' only little 
en Ourt\~c.'IT\C rH . however. 
"" did 11'\<n to "'Y Otllev, 

\",,1 nllr <'I'" II"' .VA tnke 0 
n~ '(rr."l:1 """Ill We wrr 

Ilrt.tIHcd l'M,:rrnl tnn to take 
" < """It- or rnllru" I m<)\()r 
' .11 ,'" Au"" r 14, I 70 
lrurn WeI"'cr ' prlnRS to 

p~ eO,,4 
WElCOMES 

Jim Comstock's"' -;~d" th:: 
"Hlllb,illy". This young 
~'H'I IS Just starting in 
Journalism and . his first 
year a1\ a writtr. photo.. 
~r3pher I and newspaper 
man , H e wa s hi~hly 

Continued On Page 8 

- rn· __ 1Ioe 
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fin,.: 

~~ The South Branch Valley Of West Virginia 
A ..... I., 1963 V"glnl. tailS and they were less a homecoming among Valley is one of the great 

Dunn, II>< rr~ of nair caro-probably 60me the friendly people who farming tegions of West 
*-NnI and Nnn! • 1111,.1 orasll. sponging migrated to tJ..: SouIh Virginia . The poultr y 

~~~ ______ ~~~~~~u.~~~~~~~~~~~~~:~~~_~~~~~~ __ ~~ __ ._ C~i ~n,~ ____ ~ 
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A Trip To Bald Knob 
rinut.d From Pafle 7 

rc " mmclh.lc .. 1 b y Mr . 
('Imst k . nnd he is, in my 

opln. n, one o( the most 
clll k I writers o n rail rood 
hlst ry _ to come down the 
pike. til':; writing. or th,is 
tTlp. WI I be appeanng 10 
n~wspapers throughout 

.,.t VI(ginia, ~nd in due 
t ime , tHro ughOut the 
nado n ~ .. providing he 
~.sn '{ beco me a second 
.. ."ff' , Given and let his 
N t go to il size number B 
and "~ant to run for 
CCl1flj/r r move in on the 
'""" Y rk Tomes for his 

h t full time job. 
Ir E.O. Park. r, a gooct 

o I n~ . y ung tra c k 
ron I r" the driver 
rhc ther mol , ca , He 
• takn N, I " < y 

This touris t attraction , a 
scenic train always loaded 
with people from through
o ut the United States, is a 
spectacular of wondt:T . As 
the #7, a Shay relic of 
logging years, almost stalls 
as they appr oach the 
steepest ~rade in the Cass 
Scenic Railroad TOUT, all 
aboard experiences a thrill ; 
a thrill which the engineer 
gives his customers and 
photographers every day. 
A shrill whistle , a show, a 
ring of smo ke, a few hot 
cinders, all add up to a 
lasting memo ry to all 
aboard. 

W e all have certain day 
swc will always remember _ 
Maybe it was a church 
servie<, a football game. 
t1t..-coon day, 3 lecture in 
hIgh ch I , ollege, a big 
ontrnt, ,a 1St Ilhtwlth 

IhcH n rable urtTrent. 
r g J I t r . 

• 

The 
.0\ I 

Durin 
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We all have certain tlav 
'W' will alwJY,\ r memhcr 
M.IV" " wrt a t.:hun.h 

.. :tVI".', .J (uuto •• lI garnt.". 
"I, tII,fl d .• v. a 1. Uft In 
t1l,,11 .. ho. ,1 ur Co ulle·" ..... '3 b1f,( 
n,ur.1t r. or .J fl , (,uhf wuh "If IllJnur •• hlc..' ( un l,(-nt. 

nt .1 h •• d tory you wav, tn ~ 
r-w 1",\" ... r. ur .-l 5(,ooJ (Jne' 

you I.u ... 4.1 tu J(.(-t nn Ct\\ 
1"11 A,'l\" ( 14. I 70 wll 
nlwlIY be a d"yof laMIng 
"",",,,ry wlm Mr. UnPT
b.l~ . M r Parker. Mr 

In r. Mr en lor. and 
th· fin your4( wnter. Mr. 
Phil,p Salldon . A "'e 
r~1Ir u .h words. Write 
.he tory. pound he 
t)'re"'rlter. dIg hrou2h 
PoP r . n ~. ;md he 
dl II nary. rna e mnurner-

hie; Ie hone C2U,. an 
bum the mldnt¢lt II. e 
fCCt'IH n nd It 
no Ioal 

r 

Tb 
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th r I r d and a daily plastCTe 
I ur I Ira n fr m Websler Branch 
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\Xluth h V 11 y Of West Virginia 
\ 1\1., 1 nJ they were 

,.,~-rt'u bl some: 
~uu I para.!l Hc: ngmg 

• ndu', Ie mg 
, II ; p .m ., I ~ und 

m' elf nama nlit 
ru Jht d nvmg d INn the 

n n alley o n S tate 
R u.... . 32 to Harman. 
1hcre WU no 

nOWS 

<Y, OUte million of dollars rhe 
t could ~ de"<!opment of a touriSt 
he h ry mecca for that particular 

I or th.: next area . I remember a few 
... _ years back when we were 

"'" at.. Comrruction building the school at the 
o IF '''R'''-'- <he mouth of Seneca-I :ook 
.. of __ .. CIOIdnCt <he ..... e ride in December 

Q".., Uemor- durina deer season and 
HlKplhl). 1 wal there l«IIIed to be a tent 

... I at CO NCnIIt tome pitched in every ~nd of 
:t:~ .. V~ <heal Soutw~ the road with native 
... _do -.. ~. citizens in quest of a deer. I 
v.. ..... which Ia truly one drove real slow down the 
of aature'l outdoor ADegheny Mountain to be 
liP' lion. So wid! the help l ure of identification of a 
01 ., IIaIe ydlow tna:k spot where a tractor trailer 
dldo .... dw windowo had wrecked and disposed 
brol&cn. I _ fumlahed of a trailer load of 
.... a br_ that told me I Campbell'. Soup and well 
11M boon ....... lOme- remembered a few young 

III ell <he yean I had leven or eight yea .. 
!!2!!I1L.!!!4.....! the 

lc a h m ommg 3mong 
,he Tlendly people who 
migrated to ,I>;: South 
Branch Valley. 

Yesterday's sounds and 
today 's in the unique South ' 
Branch of West Virginia, 
the spor tsman's paradise. is 
100 miles from city living. 
Y .. llerda 's aounda _ 
.. nn!.<. fin dWdclflt 
with smoke signals from 
the Senecas o r Cherokees, 
and the lndian "wa" cry , 
alo ng with rhe yelps of the 
dying wildcat just pierced 
from the flint of the stone 
carved from the rock 
formations you now see as 
you roll merrily through 
the historic valley with a 
high powered engine at 
your fingertips listening to 
the commentators' talk 
about the destruction of 
the world. 

Today the South Branch 

Valky IS one: of he pea 
(armmg rt:pON of West 
Virginia . Thc poultry 
conv~nuon (Chlck~n 
Pluckers) held yearly at 
Moorefield gives )'ou a nrw 
look at mdustry. PoultrylD 
the South Branch IS big 
business and he Poultry 

their StOry. 
th.ei r cu~[oms and 
traditions. 

The Valley remembas 
the McNe ill Rangers ; 
shares its old style homes; 
displays its pr imit iv e 
antiques and civil war relics 
in the Petersburg Museum. 
Sea ucy is in rhe Sout h 
Branch Valley; unique 
Smoke Hole and Seneca 
Caverns, and Lost River 
State Parlo. It is a great place 
for sigh t-seeing and city 
sick vacation see:k~rs. 

NaIUl 
ment 
Railr 
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.11 "ih 
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$W11 Inl tho 

of Ihe pc.oplc 
.he hop dul 

~~~:c or nnor i n 
'Then: ..."".. to be 

C::o:~~ unr~ among .. 0 ....... ><",," and they ar< 
,...,~. &om po liar to poot 

no dtlmnt Gondus, 
OJ o( yet. The 

R.-i;oui>bc:aru :Or< definitely 
M ... and Ocil 

Under ood I visired 
~tdc,~1Ittt Falls with one 

pol! D r:a I "" .mi es, 
.. I ed over .he 

' ..... unn' and lodgi ng 
~ ,'D<'<.nd the parking 

. I .hen r""lt,.,d that 
81ae ...... , Falls wa s 
<JIj(Iyed by ptOpk (rom rfw, 
Unntd Slales. I o nly 
"","~.i __ OlD with Wesl 

• J \n nJ... y ,\It ftnKcrll h •• cnlnc '0 
ch "'lid it n4 . I\I" the c.1mm n ~ '3tor • talle. 

,U:or • tn 'I\i"''aC ut "un--' t ahoul (he d lor! o( 
'" r , .... 1.1 "\\1'\ Ih ,he world. 

In: .-n I )Yn. In ' 0 be TodAy rhe South Branch 
n:, kJ-=lltt(( rion A 

, 11 "h<-n:": lItrQ lor tmllcr 
haJ '''r ked anJ disposed 

• tro.ler load of 
mrbdl'. up and well 

rc::mtmbcr«l II (:" , young 
S('vm or dghr years 

old rolking .bout the 
"La." sho w and the 
diff"em rypesofsoupthey 
had never laSted before, 
That was some 10 yea rs 
ago--rhose same young 
men are now married, in 
Uncle Sam's Army, or 
srudents in some college or 
university in preparation 
for the hard struggles oflife 
for the next 40 years. 

I slipped silendy by the 
Mou th of Seneca viewing 
tbe rocks by moonlight 
which gives you the feeling 
" Indians" are still there 
watching every move you 
make. I drifted along the 
South Branch Valley 
carved through rocks of 
unique lx!auty into historic 
Petersburg where the Tri
Cou nty Fair (Hardy, 
Grant, and Pendleton) is 
fw,ld annually and is more or 

~ 

In tho " 
BrorKh vln.,. umq 
Smol. Ho and 

vern , and Loot RIveT 
• Pork. " I .. fImI plac. 

(or I ~,and c.ry 
tick. vacation c:kcn. 
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S IX In 
od:,.",~;. A BRauriC short 
ritk on Friday, April 30. bv 
2700 .tC:hool children and 
[atcnen. the blACk billows 
of lmOke. d~ whistle, the 
~U_ recreation of the 
19th cen rury rransporta
don system. 

The town was spruced. 
The local people had spent 
much ome and many hours 
and was well orpnbed for 
the biil day ..men we could 
.Y. "Wdcorne aboard the 
'Salt Sulphur Special' ... 

What A Ride! 

steam 
damoring SCltS, many 
raid", their very Arst rklt 
behind $learn, I mixed 
variation of passengers, 
news men, radi o and 
televis io n peo ple , a 
sprinkle of real railroad 
buffs (approximately 40), 
civi c clubbers . nature 
low:u, railroad executives, 
legislators , and s ute 
senatorS. aJl determined to 
haw: a real good time. It 
had beten a big weekend for 
Webster County . The local 
people really had the: "red 
carpet" oU[ with local dvic 
o rgani1arions presenting 
Webster County's state
wide nature [ours, with 
lectur.es. bam dances, ramp 
feeds. and a full three days 
of recreation (or our out d 
county and OUt of stab! 
visitors. They had all 
enjoyed the rrain ride in 
many pictur~s and 
recordinp of ~ of 
steam all aloha Elk River 
from W~bster Springs to 
Slaty Fork_ lhev had 
listened to d~ "best music 
in th~ world," me brass bell 
ringing, the whisde $OUnds 
of 111 "wfupporw1U ", thrdr)' 
riv~r . an rcho as you pIlS5 

duo"",, • ""..., m d .... 
cur. Thr fuJ I sc:eam ahead, 
the photo rounds, a wharlang 
cloud of ...... ond_. 
cameras clicking a"'lIr. 111 

~ ... arding jusrification 'or 
W'cbla-r Coun(l' :md ItS 

-: ........... 1. 
"rlou. doubu about 
future rUN. The foe __ 50 
mlck from <lleny Falls ro 
Bergoo you could cut it 
wim a knife. At the 
Cfa;.sing one mlk below 
Berpl, I few white flccd 
cattle were grating 
gracefully . Only three 
shon days aiD meir lives 
tails and heads w~ high in 
the air on th~ verge of 
stamprcle from the effectS 
of the steam, black billows 
of smoke , and the shrill 
whade of Heisler 116, for 
the CT()&$inK. I stopped at 
Honan's Store fora few fat 
Blu~ Ribbon cigars. I-k tad 
sold completely out to the 
tourists on Saturday and 
Sunday_ 

Bv the time I ~ the 
114 mine, the fog had 
cleared and there were 
man V campers and 
fishertl"len all alore the 
river . 1 noticed on~ 
gendeman drinkinK Wirer 
from a creek on the left
hand side o f me road. You 
could now ~ the snow 
linn about half-way up the 
mountains. I pas5Cd a small 
cem~rerv below the ra.d, a 
blK buck ~r was eating 
gnlS5 from around onf' of 
rhf' mark~rs. h~ made
about SIX 1!.lOg Jumps anto 
th~ narurli habitat ur 
hardwood amhf'r and hIS 
white tall , .. nlShed I 
conlUlued up EI\.. a.:r ... "'5 
the Pocahorll,as Cuur.1l 
Iinc' III'd hnJ.-J 3.:"rOO'~ Mr. 

chert: about one 
the slickest Icc t eve!" 
encountrrcd on a highway. 
Two hoUle trailers on this 
aide of the bridge and a 
McCleen tractor jack. 
knifed on the other side_ 
The road had been 
completelv blocked; a state 
road' per, and II load of 
salt d~ued the road and I 
journeyed on [ 0 rhe Slaty 
Fork Railroad yard "Doc" 
Carlson had oIdHcis1er 116, 
snorting, smoking, and 
steaming. Thev are shiftinK 
to the main tracks, Berting 

w"" 
""" " in the bin in 
Pfepa.rarlon our lOfli 
journey to Caa. 

We leave S&ty Fork at 
9:35 a.m. with 200 Ibs.ool 
steam with whistl es 
blowing everything, D full 
capaciry . Some Ire in 
doubt whether we can 
ma.lce it up Mt. Airy with 
sev~n empty Clrs, I 
caboo!C Ind 13 pcoplt. 
S:ewan Swink. I Cau 
brakeman, loses his pipe 
durinK the Am 1,000 feet_ 

• 



·~·Randolph ScmJc 
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What A Ride! 

n.:n 
tran 

":~~:~~Icar eourllt tnln the world'. 
\attest tOn Heisler 
s team e ngine - people 

Il\moring for SC9.ts , many 
"'king their very Arst ride 
beh Ind steam. a mixed 
vArintion of pnssengers. 
newsmen, radi o nnd 
televisio n people, a 

rQt- sprink le of rea l railrood 
buffs (approximately 40) . 
civic c1 ub hers, nature 
I Yer I railroad executives, 
legis lators, and s t a te 
senators. all determined to 
ha ve a real good rime. It 
had been a big weekend fot 

Sr<'CUII·... Webs",r County . The local 
people rc:aUy had the "red 
carpet" o ut with local civic 
o rgani tatio ns presenting 
Webster County's state
WIck naturt' t urs, with 
I«rures. barn dances. rump 
f«<l • and a full three days 
of recreation fo r O ur o ut of 
ooun'Y ilIld ou' of sea", 
\ It They had all 
~/O\'ed the ItlIm ride in 
m n 1'1 lures and 
m:<>nI..... of oounda of 
_ all akani Elk RJVer 
ftocn Wr"Wf Srn .... b.l 

Fork 11wv h J 
........ ord I Jltw .. mu \ 

I .. ttw ....... II 

~~:..:'~tw~~ k >unJ Cl II dwdry 

local ..... don) 
COIIIDtulationa .nd aome 
serious doubts about 
furure runa. The fog was so 
thick from Cherry Falls to 
Bergoo you could CUI il 
with a knife. At the 
crossin g one mile below 
Bergoo. a few white faced 
ca ttle were grazing 
graeefu lIy . Only three 
short days ago their lives 
tails and heads were high in 
the air on me verge of 
slampede from the effects 
of the Sleam. black billows 
of smoke. and the shtill 
whistle of Heisler #6. for 
the er06sing. I stopped at 
Horton's Store for a few fat 
Blue Ribbon cigars. He .... d 
sold completely out to the 
tourists on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

By the time I passed the 
#4 mine. the fog had 
cleared and there were 
many campers and 
fishermen all along the 
river . 1 noticed one 
pdem.., drinking water 
from. reek n rhe left
hand Side f ~ road. You 

ulJ no\\" see m., snow 
htl<"S .t-out half· .... , up the 
Itk)untam .. I, "m.'lll 
,nn('ttn ~Ic."' '' thl· r\.~J •. 1 

hqj t-",l 1«, .. , ,au • 
... 'fl."" 1'\'IU",t "ne" ", 
,h nl ,L.~r h· m .(': 

tUI J, ,un" 11'( 1 

Ihr natur I h.t-, • ." 
hard ,J nmt-.-r J h 

,.11 • n. II I I 

there is about 
the slickest ice 
encountered on a ) 
Two house trailer 
side of the bridj 
McCleen tract( 
knifed on the o. 
The road h. 
completely blocl 
road' grader. and 
salt cleared lhe I 

jo urneyed on to 
Fork Railroad ya 
Carlson had oIdl 
snorting, sma! 
steaming. They, 
to the main tra( 
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t.m. for _tcr. On top 
the wain rank is. bout four 

coal l what 15 

the regular hin in 
racon ~ r our long 

umey 
W leave Ia Fork at 

.m. with 200 lbs .• o 
(c m With ..... hl les 

"',n everyt hI ,10 full 
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nly 6 Miles From Flatwoods To Cass-
the Back FOfk RidF. on 

to apend the .fu;rnooo If 
.... ':" r'" m.m fW ... 
~ i" \\"\ l'rahUt', 
\.roo",_ I'n.h ..... c .. lmct. 
.-J \\ f'lw-n h" lhe: ...x .. 1 
n~ • .- dw """ftl , .nJ 
t"'CI'Ybo.h hP. coo-! mnc 
'Tho -rn. bur and (TIde 
nw, ha, ... h«nllll$O lone 
the, UC' "I) lonilcr 
arMI~ Thq- arc: 11 11 
t...-a. .nd oompnuion 
at olN' .notho:r . A $iI/C:, a 
NKul evenc, I WV 
fultonal ~'enl by me relll! 
mowWlln«n of WV. 

You pus Holly Gray 
P.II'*, Bruton County's 4-
H Clu b grounds and 
Bruton County's airport 
and horror of Sun-on Lions 
dub .nd Braxton Counl-

) ' • ."Gl rI ." nomC"ComlnM. AI 
the- lIl'I"" en,1 of the: 
.'rf'C""I. ,'OU luk.., ,h.: DYe!" 
Hill Road to Bru ton 
Counly'5 beautiful mar· 
OCIO , "leU-pinK red bride 
health centl" . Next vou 
~u the Morrl$Ofl Uni ted 
Methodist Clutch. black 
lOP cnlnlnee, brick patio 
wi th (our picnic tables wi th 
bencht'.5, a beautiful wdl
kept cemetery amid an oak 
Brove, II great setting fo r a 
country church. Yo u 
jo urney o n paS[ the 
Newville Road, home of 
Tom Gillespie , fa rmer, 
logging contractor and II 

great Step on tnc WV 
Midland Ra ilroad narrow 

H.uge p_nuer !NIln. Il$o 
B&O Rail road pllSU"IIcr 
n·aln. from Cbrbbu~ 10 
RIchwood. Nexi you paM 
the High Kl'lob Mtthodi$t 
Church and cemetery built 

you arc a boat trader. You 
the 1d"t _ Pit gudn'lDre', 
Serv~ Station. ~ !be 
5U~ the WV LaquoI 
Store a nd Cbevrolet 
Garage. !u W stop bgtu U. 
MUf1's 'Rataurant. T lITn 
righ t on \ 5 South IS 

Hamrick's R.eM.aunnl and 
Service Stadon. Yau COfM 
bad 10 the stop liRht.. take 
State Rou« 20 and you art:' 

on your way to Valley 
Head. Yw pus the old 
Wehfite'(" Spnn~ Hotel ~ 
bank. turn rightatthe5ear.; 
Roebuck StOfe, and you 
see an excellent mott-I with 
reasonable prices. the 

pu6 Thomp$Of'·... Holly 
Hole campelte. ThomplOn . 
a coal Stripper and buildcr 
of HarrisOnCounty'ssupn 
Bridgeport mall. is a former 
Webster County native. 
You pass the New Hope 
Chu rch o f Diana. a 
peoplc's church paid for 
and erected by the a thens 
of Diana. When you SlOp at 
Bruffy's Store for gas and 
oil. you turn the comer and 
yc;,J are on State Routes 15 
and 20. and the Webster 
Springs Turnpike, and 
CooI's Country Store. and 
the Diana Post Office. 
opposite Basil Cutlip's 
home to wn park. M r . 
Cutlip tak.es great pride in 
his job as park superin
tendent. You are now 26 
miles on your way to the 
SO-mile Hip to vish the 
Cass Scenic Railroad, and 9 
miles out of Webster 
Springs , sometimes called 
Puzzle Hole because of 
Webste r 's thre e big 
mountains: Miller , Point 
and M cGuire. You have to 
go downhill to get into 
Webster Springs and uphill 
to get out. 

Minaal Springs Mottl. On 
the left is City Hall. a 
wealth o f info rmation 
indudir-€ a full list of high 
school graduate picr0re5 of 
aU W es'otet Spring5 High 
School . before consolida
tion. You tum aJOund. 
come back to Sea rs 
Roebuck and stop. enter 
the Court House lawn. and 
help yourself to natural salt 
sulphur water. which some 
say tastes like rorten qp. 
You continue south on 20 
paSt the Oo-Mart wtuch 
scrves delicious sandWICh
es. Charlie Skidmore's 
Service Stanon. Foodland 
and Exxon. You 

Or 
Coolinucdf 
........ hC. 
Doh 18. 13 
nub 1.<W 
QuyKump. 
ol1935_ 
1960. Ha 
hiJ;r.OIuol 1 
naaonaily 

0=< ""'. 
,-r\J, tb 
<:ku>b« 
.... ='" 
bfov.-n, 1 ,.,., ...., 
- Yo 
y~ 

Head. y. 
219 UII 

;55. 0 
"... , 

in 1890 and rebuilt in 
1950_.ho me church of 
Bl'2xton County's honored 
deren Wilk ie Dennison of 
Cowen, farmer, commun
ity newspape r reporter, 
b u ilder of fiddles. 
Although a stone's throw 
from the Mount Hebron 
United Methodist Church 
o n the Co rl ey-Ca ress 
Road. he hitch-hikes or 
walks the 1 Yo! miles on the 
old Brru<ton Turnpike to 
his home church at High 
Knob. You pass Ander
son' s Taxider m y. Mr. 
Anderson is reall y a 
carpemer. I don't know 
how he ever wound up 
being a saviour for big game 
humers. You app roach 
Holly Junction headwaters 
of the Sutton Dam. whe re 
both forks of Holly come 
together. Six years ago a 
railroad hub and b~sy 
depot when the narrOW 
gauge passenger train out of 
W ehster Springs mad~ 
connection with the 8&0 
passenger trains OUt of 
Richwood to Clarksburg. 
It is now and 
the site 
Kanawha 

You are now 35 miles on 
your 86 miles to Cass. You 
are in W ebster County, 

Webster Spr ings. ~l:;~~;~~~;;~ .. 
Mayor 
a small town with 

to earth people. ru 
you mter the cit)' andcr056 
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"'''"_ woo ...... _.... .. .. 
,._ r\," I", ~.III .. ., Itn.IJlm 

"""'" Thla t.. ~ ,,[-. .. 

, 

• ",,"'n, •• '." ...... n .... " 
(!,,_n '" ... ,d. 1'f'01" Iv. 
yw ""~I dw ocy.ndu,. 

... ,."", p."",,, v. "'".''' 

.I-r- (,nt. Iff. '"" an.! 
God nachu th,~ }unr. 
jul,. A~ ~d 5q,"ln
be, You 1itap fit t~ 
COUntry ,tort and po.: 
O(('C~ ., Montt-Iyille . 
CaItWaY 10 P\du:na. and 
Hell/ e tla, whe re 0, 
CunDJnCham. tr Cl~ a bt 
cause b ~'1. and The 
Fun Pbcc:, a n~ D.. facility 
for Wcbw:r County. 

You arc now in 
Con tinutA On p. 15 
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-Only 86 Miles I 
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OIghr I 7 p.m. (r m five 
unt in WV: p hur, 
i, BraxI n, Gilmer, 

nd eb Icr . l[I rhesooal 
the week, and 

every y has a ood moe . 
Th sell. buy and cra(k 
Th h3ve been at i 0 Ion 
they re no 100 er 
am IcU They are all 

n 

A Ie. a 

n 

y's yearly h< 
the upper 
airport. ya. 
Hill Roa 
Councy's 

n, hell· 
health c.eII 
paM e 
Methcxh 

entn. 
w1th I 
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Miles From Flatwoods To 
, "lOt r" 
\\ Llf . 

,.hWl. .Itnc-t. 
Ie chr ",I 

J 

\ ' .. ,00r1V h llllt'u."Hnlnt-! . AI 
,hr "I iX'f end t r the 
"Itf'-"'Irr. "Oll mle" ,he.., Oyer 
'hll Rt)tuJ tn Braxton 

.. unt ' ~:llltiful mnr# 
• '0, hell-rink rcJ brl k 
h< hh t..~tHtr . Next you 
,.. .. the fl'fflSon United 
MrthnJ .. , ' hur h, bin k 
h:lr (,nfmn c, brf k pntio 
,,,th I ur ro n, robles wirh 

""h .. , 0 tx.,u ri(u l well-
"rt tm(' fcry amid nn oak 

tT \~ •• ~~( ertinF! (or n 
c unlr) hur h _ Yo u 
, urn<)· on past rhe 

, '\· ~I~ R d, home o( 
~ m ,11< pl~, (armer, 

ntractor and a 
l<p n the WV 

,'utJtl~ IUlllroad narrow 

Rnuge passenger train, also 
1)& Rai lroad possenger 
truin, from larksburg to 
Richwood . Next yOl! pass 
the High Knob Methodi.t 

hutch nnd cemetery built 
in 1890 and rebuilt in 
1950-- home church of 
Braxton County's honored 
citizen Wilkie Dennison of 
Cowen, farmer, commun~ 
iry newspaper reporter, 
bui lder of fiddles. 
Alrhough a stone's throw 
from the Mount Hebron 
United Methodist Church 
o n the Co rley-Caress 
Road, he hitch-hikes or 
walks the 1!-1 miles on the 
old Braxton Turnpike to 
his home chur ch at High 
Knob. You pass Ander
son's Taxidermy, Mr. 
Anderson is rea lly a 
carpenre r. I don't know 
how he ever wound up 
becng asaVlou r for big game 
hunter . You approach 
H lIy Jun [1 n hen water 
d~ m, where 
h r · H 11 , m 

'.Iher 
b 

to spend the afteTnoon i 
you are a boat trader. Yo 
pass Thompson's, Holl 
Hole campsite. Thompson 
a coal stripper and builde 
of Harrison County'ssuPe1 
Bri dgeport rna II, is a for mel 
Webster County native 
You pass the New HOI> 
Church of Diana, 
people's church paid f~ 
and erected by rhe citize ~ 
of Diana. When you stOp ' 
Bruffy's Store for gas a9 
oil, you turn the comer aq 
you are on State Routes 1 
and 20, and the Webstl 
Springs Turnpike, a~ 
Cool's Country Store, at 
the Diana Post Offit 
opposite Basil Cutlir 
hometown park . M 
Cutlip takes great pride 
his job as park super 
tendent. You are now 
m.i1es on your ,""3. to 

6-mile trip to "lS)I 

Ca en Ie Ra ilroad, an 
miles OUI of Ie , 

rneomes 
H k 

tt:r~ 



woods To Cass-
Ihe "" k Fork Ridge, o n 
Ihe Ie I I 1'''0 Skltln'lOr "s 
!'ierv cc 'uulol"l," ro til 
Nuecl the WV Llqu r 
"t,He "nd hcvrolct 

urnKe , At tn t P light Is 
Mllrl' R ·SlUurnnt. Turn 
rl~hr n 15 uth j" 

!-Inn,,1 k's Restaurant and 
' rvl c tutlon . You come 

k t the st p light, take 
tAte Ro ute 20 and you are 
n your way to Valley 

Head. Yo u pass the old 
Wcb6tcr prongs Hotel, the 

nk , turn right atthe $ca rs 
R cbu k t re, and you 
see • n ex client m o tel with 
rca noble price, the 
M ineral prings Motel. n 
th I (t 0 ity Hall, a 
wealth (in( rmation 
tnclud o ~. ull list o( high 

h I gmdu te pi rure 
all beer prongs H ogh 

o 
h I. b re It 

Y u rum 
b 

nd 
11 

Onl)7 
t.:ontinu ed Prom 1'. 
Rando lph County p 
tion 28 , 734 and 
miles 1,046.34, he 
Guy Kump, great (II: 
o( 1935 and W ally 
1960. How man. 
historical points is 
nationally for tho 
state Fo rest Festi· 
year! y, the first 
October when Ja 
has rurned the I 
brown. auburn [ 
you know winter 
way. 

You come to 
Head, you rum 
2 19 and Scenic 
1155 , one-half t 

pa the Vall 



" hool "'fillhl h.~ rn tur 5'~f 
"II ,. kt" SI1''''1( H,!!h 

h .. ,I. hdnt ton ,h<la . 
,hH\ VO\! turn round. 

011H' h" to Soar 
R.,,·\111, ~ "" 1 ""I'. ~n'l'r 
till' ( ""'1 11,," . "'wn •. 110 
I ,1" Y""r ·If 10 rllll\ln,( .II! 

1111 II lit """,-r. whl h () ,_ 
.I~ 1.,.1,' Ilk,· rnt ,on ~. 
"" I 1",lInu' ,ulh (" 20 

I "I II I IU- M.lr "'h, h 
,'r d ·lllluu: mowl h. 
". h.!tli klumorc' 

'r 1<:' 'i1.llIlln. 1'0 lan d 
InJ Jimmy' exxun. You 

tho 
I. 

u c nnu 
Mountatn . 

and 
h Ull(". 

em· 
t the 

nJ 
nt r\ lilt. 

I 
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Only 86 Miles To Cass , 

~ OrMb PiFrom~I" 
. ~ Counn·. """"", 
... ;.;.. iJ-t and square 
.." 1.l.'\tO.J.4 hoak of 
0.. t.:18f' . rtnt ~J\"emor 
_ J~l5..J \t'aDv BIlrron. 
J96.... ~. INnY great 
"gnat poerafS ts khO""n 
.~ for the yearly 
... fwar Fcsm-al held 
,.h. the fust \Io~ in 
Q-t.obrr ... ·hen Jad: Frost 
... rurna:f dv: lea\"e$ to 
brown. auburn rem. and 
fOIl know WllltCT is on its ..,. 

You come to Valley 
Hmd. you tum south on 
219 ..Ii Scmic Highway 
.sst onMWf mile. you 
... the v.ney Head 

Restaurant, and Mingo 
named after the Indian 
rribe. A number of Indian 
statues are scattered 
dtroughout this area and 
the}' hold a yearly Woo! 
Festival. You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
ro Snowshoe. You stop at 
the. Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Barn, 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic RailrOQd. 
You take secondary route 
9, ~ mile passing the Big 
Spri n g Pre sby terian 
Church. You will see about 
1()..12 horses in a fie ld 
which belongs to the 152~ 

room motel located at th(> 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Sil ver Crt.ock ski ranges. A 
sign says Whistlepunk Inn. 
6 miles, you continue on to 
tho r ny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 113 
crossing Cheat Mountain, 
7 miles to Buck Mt. Rood . 
secondary l !l.z miles to 
Casso You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
(rom 1~79 Aatwoods in 
Braxton County. to 
Pocahontas County. and 
Cass. You are ready to ride 
the' Cass Scenic Railrood •. 
which schedules, price of' 
tickets, and other 
info rmation appears in this 
paper. 
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The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 
D<c<mh« 29. 1965 

January 1966 has rolled 
around and one should be 
writing about the histor" d 
1965, but somehow I 
wander to CamP Caesar 
where farmers gather to 
butcher. 1 haven't been 
over this fall , therefore 1 
have no fresh sau&age or 
bacon and the liver we. used 

th row away. I remember 
last time: t helped 

asked 

years later, I would be • 
member of the Wut 
Virginia LegIslature . 
writing for ~wspapers, 
appearing on TV and 
ncha-much less running 
for Congress. 

Far be it frOm me to trY 
and tum back the dock. 
Civilited roen ma~e 
prO\V~. We never smnd 
still-we travel by 101 

to 

from New Yor~ 
\ 
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II 
th n 

Hlllhw.y 
nuJr. you 

dw v.lky HHd 

Mil T 
r,r.lur;ln . 
m. lin II 

I'Iumhcr 

t uon:un, 
I Ign polnlln 
h • Y u p at 
nn~ Re muranl 

reo • nd ki rn, 
Ie" y n "' hoe and 

liver reek ki range and 
(he cni Railr d . 
Y u alee nclary route 
9, I mile ing the Big 

ring Pre byterian 
urch. Y u will see about 

1()"12 horse in a field 
which ~lonp to the 152· 

UI • .,u Irpo.nk In • 
mile • you con 
h rn)" Fl. 

secondar)' r 

nuc:on' 
Road. 

• 1/ 3 
CT In Ol t 

7 miles t Sue 
sec ndar)' 1. ml 

a . You ha\' n 
omplered the mil 

o 

fr m 1·79 Aarv. In 

Braxlon 10 

Poca h nta uncy. and 
\..AI:,." . You arc read I n e 
thc' enic Railr d, 
whi h hedul. rice 
ti k I ,and ther 
int rmati n appears in this 
pa~r. 
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... i W. .untry Store 
~afers Gawk! 

c~r I ~ r, I w uld be a 
member o( the West 

fllIn.. Leg. lature, 
wnnng r new papers, 

I'l'eanng n TV and 
d.o-much Ie runnmg 
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nt. t. k {amil;; o{ J-l. F. and S. R. GitJen. Yau Giren, this writer being on my mothers lap. The 
"'" ~ni~ my {OlNrr and mother. The only others are my brotheTs and sisters. 
odie· ~rlClJlion I make i. D. P. "S~ff' 
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THI; ROOMIN t: 

Ail lhe old Shay engine, hnuling more 
thnn 200 h;IPIlY to\lrish, purred IJ II BRld 
J\110b iu itl! !l i:.;!h " "I,:ek oC operntion. 
it !'.ccmed to be IIlIy ing. "1 thollght I 
cou ll!, I thought J ("01,1111, I thollI'M 1 
('ould!" 

t.lku the ilH'uIIlvlh'e In the dnldlfll', r.~. 
th~ little online "'hll'h I~hcd alld pull('d 00 II", 
1:1IS5 SCenl~ 1Il111ro.d In l'OCllhufll,,- ('1111111 .. U 
"~ro h w ... brt~\I~ III opllm"m, ik'\,unu ... 
110 .. , pnd t .... h""IIU· 

.... -
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THE BOOMINC 
Cass Business • 

In 

Scenic railroad is l<eej)ing el,1(~ rybocly busy. 
, 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 

, I ' 
P~ old s~GY en~ine wait, at Cgn Depot before tint ",n. 

As the old ShllY engine, hauling more - ,~7tI.ooo .... 1\ ... IIDH 
.... ,,_w ..

than 200 happy tourlsbkPuffed up Bald UpOn .pproyol by offLcl,'- ollbe:-JIIi 
Knob in its s ixth wee o[ operation, ..... lronomy ObHrVl\.Ol')" .1 Gr. 
it seemed to be slIying. ,, ' thought J miles .way. 'I'M ulronoffif'U en 
could, I thought. I cou](J, I lhought I . . - L.._ ••• __ h I .. -

no ""', ... 
runllranqu1l!ty. could !" 

Like !he ["""molh'e In 1M dtildren's fnble, 
the HUle engine whl~h pushed and p\l1!e<I on llIe 
cass Scenk RaiLro:>d In f>t>CnhOnlns COllnly was 
where II was because of optimism. determinA. 
tion , and endurance. 

111_ <lIlnlilie. ,*longed 10 Ihe C;u5 Planning 
CommiUte. 8 local group f"rm~d in August, 1960, 
aller the Mower Lurn""r Co. elOli"" the sawmill 
Md IoUing oper~lion which h~~ ""pported the 
Cau community. 

This four. member (o"''''iUc.... beaded by 
Th~ore Rif/p, chief aCc<luntan l of Ihe No· 
lional Radio Astrono""Y Observatory at Gre<:n. 
t>ank, and J . M. K~ne Jr .. a Cass ",erchanl, 
had a goal: lhe purchase by \ne slate of part 
of the loggi ng rail",ay as a We~l Virginia tour· 
it.t attraction. 

The Department of ,,~Iural Il"sources, 
plagued . by a perennial fund shorlagc , was 
nOI al fIrst r~plive to Ille idea. BUI the Cass 
Planning COmmitt.... was not easi ly discour· 
aged. \vith newspaper SUPlK'rl and Ihe aid of 
Irieo>dly legislators, $1&0,00(1 was appropriated 
by th~ 1961 IAgislature for the purchase of 
Ihe Caos lracks Dnd righl~f·W3 Y. Tlte O<:-parl. 
ment of Natutal n .... OUfces acquired Ihe property 
In Ihe summer or t9G2 

Although Ih.e Slate i,ad only about $:10,00(1 
to make repairs to the lOlling road and build 
the neceosary fadlities, the Cas.s Scenic lIall. 
rG<ld opened for business on June 15 1963 llv 
day~ ~ore the state's lOOth birthday, 'nili" cas: 
P lannIng Committee Ihought It could and H had 

By July 28, before the bUSiness day $tarted' 
~i~~ ~.UIl5 .and 1.558 children had, during Ih~ 

'''' " "eks oS Ol'('ra11on, paid $2 00 and 
~~~'n~~:c::~I~lY;.!O~ Ihre eighl'~li1e rou~d trip. 

f • II' 0 operahon, alone rail 
way arcs WeTII' collecled in the amount 01 $2 205' 

There were drawb k . • Onl f " ~ - ae sand dlsappolnlmcnls 
thlsY our miles of tIM! Irack could be uU!iu-d 

ye;>r lor an asccnl of about I" r . 
Is 3bout h If of ' e<:t, Thls 
vlsioned:nd the total ral1wDy mileage en--

. ' paMengerS nre rIOt " br 
vIew the breathtakln II' • e 10 
l~c IW 0( Bald K obI pnnorama from near 
high ' 1 n ,at 4,152 lett the nil 

':-'\"'. the ~, .rak In \he sta le, tloped, for fUndl
st

(!.'lI 
have n.·!:II'3. n tdevelopment AdrllhllllraUo .. 

.......,n DPjlrol'cd 
Sut \hI!. outlook L!; • not d.rk , 1"O(Ilrtment ol 

NuotlotlonJ ~L thla wtlUn, 
between the P,ru OMJlIon of 
ol, Natural Relour<:a and "-I 
tory o(lId't.. In the event 
approved. Ca .. Stenle 11 
will proceed al D topld pace. 

-An Import.ant tuk whk:fl would bI .....,. 
alely undertaken would bt: the dearillC of 10«lIl 
s lash to eliminate lire haurw.. An ot.uv.u. 
towcr nCar Ihe top ol II>e INIUllwlo W Ill", 
priority, for the use of bolll .. 1Cto~ ud 
pholograpliera. Some old ullra.d QII , .cc 
used os logger campi, would pr~l,. be .-
vated and placed In servlcoo. 

In an artlck!. publ l.!:Md in the SundQ C..a.-
Mail Stale Mag:u.lne til /013,. 14. '.1, I w ..... 
thai the problem would _m IG be. aN-r ... 
railway gels imo oper.;ttion, I>Ol to ,11rKt ~. 
isla, but 10 find wlfielent liYlnC ~ .. 
lood for them alter their arrlnl. ~ ~ 
seerna to have been aec:un~. 

Many 01 the Cau Scellic RailnoIII 
bring !litnlc lunch .... I. .... mall ...... 
would be }ust a fuciutlDl -.1 
sloJ)_ For e.umple:. • 

The lraln doe:s DOt run 011 
day, but. on Salu,rd.a,.s. 
maltu ttlrt1O' tr!ps.-One 
In the .Iler_n. Oil. 
BOO FrldayJ;, it makes 1_ 

'l'bose with picnic \ulldle7 CO 
early Irl!l5. hal,e lund! on tIM 
catch a Iliter luln beet ~ c.... .. 

on m; visit, ~ W_'s ~.; ..... 
ServIce of the MeUIodltt 00wUI. • c.. "..., 
was maldn, IIDd .ma. ,.. ........... 
aOO dlstrlWUlII IOIt driJW .. U. eAO ...... 
Thea local __ II wort bard to .......... 
the lade .. ~taUMlIIC.- lao Ow ana. 

The wMle pro)«t. bf lilt ..,. .... ....,.,. .. 
ubt witbout the ""'Pt"'''' tI .. e 3. " 
IIDd Ottlo nan..., . .-ttidI ~ .... ' c.. 
&!pot lo bo I.IMod U ........... t • ' "1. 
11tk~~. wall.., .-- .......... ..... 

If J'W ~ ta .. WI c..a. .. __ ... .. 
b~ ... ~ taM at.& ............ .. 
__ ~U,.. ..... _ · 
)w....,. ..-. ",.. ...... 
S ............ _· .. 

,svIUM)" ,&Ie. 



commodations in Cous, but yoU might try the 
nearby Io .... ns of auck~ye, Marlinton, or Boyer, 
or COllllult the W. Va. Depi. of Agriculture's 
Vac.al101i Farm Directory. 

~ JeeI1Cl'y alld cUmate are worth some slight 
illOJ!lvtnle~. Ollt of the P~tticr ways to reach 
Can, ol·er an U~Uel1t high .... a)·, i.l through the 
MOI)(.I

D
rahti;1 !'.' .. tional Porest illId Seneca SLate 

}'ote:II, btt\\·~n HUnternlife and Dunmore. 
On !he railwa,. ride 1l5elf, vlzitor, Iral"el .In 

1"'0 lark OalClll"l pro~ideij \Io'ilh benches and 
aD o··t!ftead co,·triol of Wood III'''' plaltle. W. E. 
Blackbuol I ~l 'ritwiteacher. lalidcrmill. - -

I __ 

Blackhurst's stuffed an imal museum at Cass is popular spot. 

~. a 
,-"'1"'ft , \ 

.-
# 

, , 
~ 4 " . , 
~."","". 

I , 

WSCS ladies prepare refreshments to sell to rail road tourists.. 

He is right. .. \.~ (he Shay rmshes the natcars stranger, just shnke his hand and" Introduce 
up the mountain, cI'cr}"onc crO" 'ds to the sides, yourSt'If. We don 't want nny t ~outJ le , _ 
anxio"· to look at nnd pholoaraph lht' SCCucn'. .m1lckhurst is an expert t n~Hwrmlst and ha$ 

.... ". . f ' '~Is Blackhurst Il()inl ~ Ollt somc aneiclI! railroad C3rs st( up ;looul 175 mounted sllccnncl'l5 n anm , 
where "Jo.;:gers camped (or six months nl a found ill the area, llS " 'ell 11$ a fe .... l'llotll' 
time, and the only r~rcatjon they had was poker slll:ldcs, ill a sm;11I museum ot ,.J ..... " !.tl l<' 

and fighting." bl;Jck beur. kl1loo recent»' nC.lf th:l! communlt), 
As the Iwill turns lip the grade .. I l..culher_ greels the I'lsi lor a l the (1.-.01'. 

IllO~l' m.l~' be< obt~ t4 .. , .. _ a. All .... 
l['nshe tall.' b ".IIrb~'. u.,. -=--- ,-.,. it 
Ideal. llnel tht~.., b ~ 

1"hI! \WI~ _ho &f'1' 
II M':k 10 tlo.: Itw c.-.xs r; 
I'II~'\'''('\I , ~iq f ...... u.. 
\ i"IOO' bu.Il, 0.. ' ....... ... 

.,. 'a... - .... .", Ita .. 
bllrk Creek . .... hich hends up at ~ ,800 rl'f!t and The I'rc~nt S('c>nil,: IlollrO;I,ll'lId, Ill! ., pI<lLC"u 
ctlnlains nalh'c li rook Iroul. fl!nckhurllt wlUHy ubout fou l' mHI.'8 HII lhl' tlIII1I1111i,Il ~:I"""'" 
":k,,:, ,',,' ''','' ,,' ,10, """,w"" ''''',cr", IV", ''', '''', ",,"',," ",,' ,,", ,., ,'",,', " • ~, •• -. ..... . 
v,,,'", •. ""'"'. " "" Jor"" ,,,or "'""",,.,, ",,,,, '"'' ,,, """or " """,or~ 'M' "".. , .... "" ..... _ ...... f;:' ':" """:, __ 
In Ih~ rUn"I, IJIlI:k nbunrd, The I'llIht mitt' 11ot! 1._ I."......... rr _ 

"""~."r. "Mt,. M"Sbllt. 
t'~..tK"t .... -................ 

-- - - - 7 - -



nommOdaU ..... I~ <MI, t.JI )'/I'll mllllE tt'7 the 
.... oiIt Ic>WN 01 8\Icl:;ryr, "'"rl",IOII. cor fkITn. 
Gf roMU!! /hot W VI, Dtpt, 01 A ... cull~'s 
V~UO!l Fum O,,.CIOJY, 

'nor S«Mr)' Ind dillll'e '" ... om some .H,chl 
11IC"".rnJc.1>ee- 0"" 01 ,ho! i'TfUif'r .... ,. 10 tud! 
en'. o~tr u PletU"", /11th_at •• I/lt~ !be 
1d_.~l\tr. N.t./(,Jmt For~ Ind Sfflec:. 51,,1, 
... ~ bet"'",n IhlnlerlTJI\c .nd !)unmor., 

0.. the uihrr.,. ride IIMiI' •• iuLot. trlvel 'In 
.... 0 tnt.a n.te ••• ~rovkll'd ... ;,h ~nch" .nd 
.D ov(rfttad (OvttlnK 01 _Q(.od 'told phll;t~, W E. 
IJ).(ihu"l, ~ 1"".1 Ichoollcaliltr, tUldtrmlli. 
.l1li .~lhl)f'l)' (>~ ..... e.! Vlr¥'"'G I,,"io,. VtClvldN 
• ru""11II (OfnlJ\t'nl'r~ II"lth Ih~ .id I>l In tle(· 
tronlc "bullhotq:' 

"Never m,nd .boul Ih" lIenl.o." h~ lell. U,.,.~ 
" "10 have lite. unlucky I" lh, 8~r~mble for 100m 
011 ~nch e., ")'OU'II ~II t.oe .tMdlnr UJI btfore 
"'e '"' ,ery 14r. ~,,) ..... ~y:' 

lfe is riIht. M f!w Shay pushes !be r",te.m: 
lIP the .-........ eryone c<owds to tbe sides, 
...,.ioI¥ 10 IoooIr .t aDd piooIIlcDpb the ~. 
.Bl.Iod<lIunI: pOIm. oul ..,.,. .....,iMt railroad C'iI~ 
.1Mo~ "kIgenI eamped fO)f .. , mcmths at a 
tune, and the only tetTPlioa OIey had ..,as po«r 
aDd fJablj"C 

AI llot I"La I....,. up tho! 61'_ at Leatber· 
bark CreO, whldI ~ad5 lIP at 4.100 r_ and 
eomaillf ~ti"e brook trout Sl:\cldnJnt "';Uity 
law ad"'''''''''l:e 01 tbe _ .... Iuot disltW1~ Wesl 
Vlr.cinla ·'Imqe'· to .n·Cc jollity lind r~ 
to Ibe CTo><"d, • 

"Thill: b" LelltlM'rbark Crftk." be AYS. ""nd 
tbefe', _ roeop\e ,,'110 U'e t,p ~re ,,110 don't 
loki: W:lllg~u, U I~)' h.1Ppeped III ~ In,. 
.hey might take D _hoi II !bern, and "ilb ~ 
uOllid wi. big. Ihty cwldn', miss. 1'>111 th.ol I 
evrr k"'lw lho.om to mISS, an)"way. ~ II rlllJ took 
ilrOllnd )011, IIlId SCl' ~n:vbody thaI ioolo,s like a 

manger, jusl wi<t bis hand and Inlroduce 
yGUnelf, We dato·! want any Il"OUble." 

Slacklmrst is an up<'rt taxidermist :IIW h3$ 
,.,,1 up ,boIIIt 175 mounted specimens of animals 
lound in lbe area, 33 well ;t.!I .. fell" e~otl~ 
spedes. in a small museum .. t Casso A I .. rge 
black be.r, lulled teCl.!ntly near \h .. t communi!)', 
r~ts the "isitor at lhe door. 

Tht presCnt Scenic Railroad ends on .. plalcJlI 
:.br:tu1 four lIlile. up the mount:>;n, E"cr)'one 
Cels 0111, stretd\es and eals .. nd drinks in a 
plcnk ~I'fa for about 15 miDiltes, then cli,nbs 
back obonTll. 1lH:! eight·mile ride takes two hours. 

AI II l:ller date. when the train (ooes oll the 
"'3)' up Said Knob . the trip may be twict :IS 
)"nt, ror thtlSC who care to lake it. The ,·jell" 
Irom the top is worth a long ride. but there wilt 
~ both a long and S;Ktrl h3,,1 La suit ;ndi"id" .. 1 
t~.It5, 

The potential 0' Lh~ eass olrea is grenl. if [he 

mOMY rna)· he oMaincd 10 de ... dop iI ., An u
te nsil'!'. e:l,'e i, nearby. the summer climate \.s 
idcal, and Ihe scenery is magnl fitent, 

The visitors II ho are paying ovcr $2,000 a 
"'cck 10 ride thc tass railroad &ee'm III be 
pleased, judging from their remarks In the 
visitors' book. One yo""g 101.lr~t from MariintO/l 
however, wrote a ~omplaint. and \h~ were bis 
exact words: 

"I dinnel set no lIares." 
seriousl)', as resIdents of Tenn~ and N()Ith 

Carolina ha"e found an t in the Grellt Srnolde!l , 
the black bear 1$ a most papular tour ist attrac
tion. albeit something of a nuisance. and e,'en 
a danger to the incaut ious. The black beat could 
be .. ,';olnablc tourist assel if allowed to multiply 
in his nalural environment arwud Cass, 

A li ve blaek btar can altract tourists. A c:ead 
one attracts only nics, 

At end of run up mountain, tourists get off and streich 
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legs, Some bring out picnic lunch., and take lat.r 
lral" boclt. 

II 

, 



Exterior of Cau Country Store. Charleston entrepreneurS are behind this facility. 

WHAT'S NEW AT CASS! 

State's largest wmist spot 
finally getting some necessary 
itnprovements and there are more 
on the board as soon as money 

0. J,. .. Ui., 19G3 totuillti traveling 
C-~ rWll""l*d on it. !i~t 
51: nJSI c!btaorutd • pleatoant tact: 

At at1"~ the Shay locc..Motive 
JJ\i!;:J:l« \hi" can w .... rmulne antique. 
lie u.;iiI~'" dIIeoverecl .11 unple .. 

lilt tw:t T--.. .~ a1 elM 
___ ,.. aa """'" at tbe , .. model Shay. 
,... ... , ..,.,. UlOId pl.. '* mea' ..... \0 
w.. , .... I6Gd IIIId 10Nt It III tbto loco-
...erN r .. tt.oa. 

rn"al c.t.dI .. ~ htlpe,d WI might.
If ... ~, __ , ... WWlwkhel, but de
... ,,~ ~ 1IIW1 and 1l\CI unbap. 
PJ ___ ... WI WItII _1II11BOf0 III/IJrlsh· 

BY WILLIAM C. BUZZARD is available. 

.... hat is DOW a major West Virginia touri$!. ai
u-actlon. 

Operating a railroad on a shoestring led to 
lOme m addening inc:idc:nlll which were very 
llellrly cllUlstrophes. For instance, a WIlSh
Ing;t.on, D. C., newspll(lCI" sent in a writer 

~whO gave ample and avorable cover age to 
CllII, and his story prompted marly' WllShing
lOnillllS \0 make the- long drive to Soulhcm 
We_ Virginia. Th is' WIlS well nod good, unlil 
• locomotive axle broke al the tim" of \heir 
villL 

State Road Commission will al$O reps,·e \be 
rem aining lour or 1I,'e miles of road to Cass. 

The AHA gunt of 5576,000 was finally .p
PrOyed, and State parks officials say that bids 
on \JIe r ailroad ... ·or\: .... w be received Au
~st 17. It is probable, ho .... ever, ibal no ma
JOr work w\ll be dOlle until nCl;t spring. 

What will be done ",lib Ibe AltA granl? 
First, the C.ss scenic RailrGad w\ll be extend
ed lour mtles, \0 the lop 01 Bald Knob,' nearly 
$0. This wlll make ibe ride twice as \oDg 8.$ at 
present, althOUgh there will still be • slop at 
WblLUlkcr , tho place on tho mountain where 

Ille ron noW ends. The accIdent injured DO one, but II did pul 
IlIC railroad 0111 of business until a new rudo 
WII.II Iocllted. wblcb took no lihort .search (II be .ml' .... v • • • 
1" ... k .. l i .... l m~<1 .. Ih .. ",,~ .... h 'Ih,... . ...... ' • ...:~=~::. _______________ ::: 

The l;C(:Uon of railrGad that now exislll will 
, Rpllroad shOPS on the liM near 

• • 

the lirsl prlvate-l:nlerprlst de\"eIopmenb al 
Cass, Ia still going strong, .Dd lllaek/lUl"Sl 
has now mounted aboUt * animals lor ~our 
inspeCtioP. 

A Ciyjj.War Museum, opcaed last year by 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor, II Deal" the 

_ Blackhurst taxidumy t'Xbibit 11 lealur". 
"peo:Iwrll\efl" recordt, \etten I.IId lI"anU a 
celltun' old, Includln& Ciyll·War plll'roIlL 
'll>ere are mall)' wNpGIIS of the LincOID ~., 
and other bric·a-brac !lOt cloRly connecttd 
wlib the Civil War, sueb as a letlulDe WfSt 
VirginIa moonshIne still . 

There are l1li O~IlrII!ghl aCCommod~10111 In 
cass, and Van·' Motel, abolJl 10 mllel dblaol, 
yet affords ibe nearest. Iodllinll. But ,1:1 lIIileJ 

~ 

I 





J\ ~ IU1Vt'rUSl.'tl, lone ::) llay . IOCOm ? t l vc 
pulling (.he cars Wfl8 a genu me ant ique. 

Dut CMS visitors also discovcr~ an unplcns· 
t (ncl ' Tourist accommodations at Cos.s 

an c Jus', a5 antique as the 188().model Shay. 
;;~ OD.ly WRy you could get a ho~ '!leal was to 
bring )'our own food and roast Jl m the loco
motive firebox. 

Locnl church women helped out might
ily with pies, cakes, and sandwiches, but de
ntnnd often outslrjpp~ supp~Y and the ~ap
py tourist was lelt With notbUlg morc nourish
ing thUD food (or thought. 

In Cuss, toilet facilities of the man-made va· 
r iety were limited to those at the end of the 
"Un and in the old ~&O depot. 

tr you wished to wash away tile soot and 
!fers nccumulated during the, two-hour train 

ride there was plenty of runmng water -no 
w~ooms. just running water .. You had. a 
choice of Leatherback Creek or Ole Greenbrier 
Rh'er. . 

The nearest motel or hotel accommodahons 
" 'ere 10 miles away at the hamlet of Boyer 
(pronouDced "Bowyer"). Lodging. could be 
bad there at Van's Motel, but the eIght rooms 
at Van's were likely to be fWed, and the little 
motel boasted no dining room or lunch coun
ter. '!be Dearest place where yo~ could buy 

• a bot meal, in fact, was at Marlinton, about 
'" mDes away. 

1be net result of these several inconveni
eoces was that visitors motoring home after il 
long bot day at Cass were nearly always sun
~, IOOty, cinder-covered, hungry, irrita-
ble, thirsty and dog-Ured. . 

1be tact that 5,354 paying customers never
lbeleSI rode the Cass Scenic Railroad during 
the first live weeks of operation in 1963 is a 
iJowing tribute to the bardihood of the Amer
kan tourist and the fanaticism of the railroad 
IIuIl. 

Tbere bas been a steady OIdvaJlce in rail
road patronage, by the way, since the Shays 
-.,.,. ptlUiog in their new role at Casso Paid 
far . 'or Jim abow more than J8 per cent in
er,.. over a comparable period in 1964. 

F..arl, advt:rle condltioll s at Cuss we-c in 
port .... 10 the deslro of PoenhonlllS-Counly 
C ADd the Department of Natural Ro. 
... .. (_lid OWM UI., nUroad , e(fccta 8 S
~ "l1li It. and rOnllRuOUJ land) lO get 

"'I~ Itort...t durlnK tI1 Weat 
t ~J )' .r Thill ~oal Will n _ 

. tAIl .t a I 'UH In 1h(, ' IN"InH of 
J bait . ... ·1 ,mbr-rd. IlMi thoI<ln tw 

, ... "" _h 1 Iy ahJrtlAU ... .. . 
. 11 -

~UlUl,I IlIUuucllmg m eluem s Wntcn were 
!learly cntastrophes. For instance a W~ 
mK,ton, D. C., newspaper sent iii a write; 

.. who gave ~mple and avo1,'able coverage to 

I'/u .. ... " .... 'u , 

Cll~S, and hIS story prompted many' Washin _ 
torunns. to. '!lake the long drive to SouthJn 
West. VlI'g!mn. This was well and good until 
a. l?Comollve axle broke at the time oi the· 
v LSll II' 

on the roiltl 
gust l7. It !.I 
jor work wil 

The .accident injured DO one, but it did ul 
the railroad O\1.t of buSiness until a new ~ 
was l<»<:ated, whieh took no short search (: 
lucky find .made Ole search shorter). Prob
~bly more. l.Olportant than the temporary halt 
ill operaltons was the -adverse impression 
made ,:,pon the. long-suffering viSitors £rom 
the natIOn's capital. 

What will 
First, the C. 
ed four mi1~ 
so. This will 
present, al\l 
Whittaker, 
the run no ... 

It appears that at long last the lean days 
at Ca~s are about over , and residents of the 
old mill town d,oubUess feel that it's none too 
soon. It took three years from the time the 
Sceni~ Railroad .idea was hatched by the Cass 
Plannmg Committee until the first passengers 
were hauled. And, before track gets laid and 
earth gets moved , it will have taken more 
than two years for federal Area Redevelopment 
Administration funds to be put to work at 
Casso 

The sedil 
be improve 
Cass will I 
(or tourist 1 
complete t 
live repair 
particular 

Two years ago, the ARA was thinking of 
granting the Cass Scenic Railroad over hall
a-million dollars to extend the rails to the top 
of Bald Knob (elevation, 4,852 feet), and im
prove existing facilities. But the grant was de
layed by protests from the National Radio As-
trQDomy Observatory at nea;rby Green Bank. 

The scientists with the big ' metal ears bad 
built a listening post to the universe, at Green 
Bank: JJecause the area was as quiet as a 
moon crater at midnighl 

uNo 'indeed," said they, "we don't want noisy 
trains and noisy people with their noisy au
mobiles. It'll ruin our reception." 

The observatory oUicfals said it might be 
all right to keep tile Cass Scenic Railroad, but 
the access road would have to be relocated . 
Tbe accesS road happens to be W. Va. 28, 3 

primary highway. 
The S t 3 t e Road Commission screamed 

.. bout that. IICnn't do it! " snid Burl Snwyers. 
"ll would cost millions '" 

There was a deadlock which was (innUy 
broken by Sawyer's suggestion that part of 
W. VD. 7, not W. Vo. !!8, be rek1cntoo. W. V3. 
7 1II • secondary roud that connects W. Va . 
28 wllh oss nbout sl mil~ dl.stMt. 'The sug
~Ntlon wos' Q ~\ltrd by ((''<It' rnl aulhori(IC'~ . 
and lho Inlrr~ t un of \ . • • 7 Md ~ 15 
bcolna mo\·..-d labout D ntU~ south or its prt"St'nt 
...... tJoa. ..~ 

'IbIa IDvoI blltld1na ...., and thr<..~t.nu~ 
... "- .. _ bUah~ , and Lbo job should be 
... .., liiio I&lI. II 1& .. ... bope<I _ Lbo 

At thc el 
tr ails will 
spruce [01 

structcd. 
which 1 I 
known as 

At the 
side of U 
will be 2 1 

At presell 
disembar 
picnic on 
rigbt-of-~ 
will be tJ 
Bcdd Kn( 

T.ntima 
lodge, sk 
mit of B 
availabh 
that. 

Down 
there ha 
since th 
owned 
sprung 1 
of r a.ilrc 

You , 
hot mel 
has ren 
it the 
trncth1! 
a.mple 
...·hich f 

You ~ 
Cass 
or the 
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on the rnilrood work will be r eceived Au· 
8ust ,17. It is probable, however, that no ma
jor work will be done unUi next spring. 

Whnl will be done with the ARA grant? 
fo""irst , the CLISS Scenic Railroad will be extend
ed lUlU" mUes. to lhe top of BnJd Knob, a nearly 
so. 'ThIs will mnke the ride twice as long as at 
prc~n l. although there will still be a stop at 
Wbillnker. tho plnce on the mountain where 
lhe run now ends. 

The sectiOIl of railroad that now exis ts will 
be improved. Ilailroad shops on the line Dea. 
Cas.'> will be renovated and probably opened 
(or tourist inspection. These shops, which I;tave 
complete tools and facilities lor steam-loco-. 
live repair, nre curiosities in themselves, with 
particular nppeaJ to railroad enthusiasts. 

At the eod of the line atop Bald Knob, hiking 
troils will be prepared through a beautiiul 
spruce (orest, and an overlook will be con
structed. The panorama from this overlook, 
whjch 1 bave seen, is des tined to become 
known as a beauty spot of the East. 

At the present terminus, a plateau on the 
side or the mOWltain , about 40 acres ol land 
will be acquired by the s tate, if aU goes well. 
At present, riders ol the Cass Scenic Railroad . 
disembark and may, if they wish , frolic or 
pknic OD and around part or a J2..mile, 6O-foot 
rigbt-oC·way now owned by the state. There 
wiD be toilets and ,picnic areas at the top of 
Bald Knob and also at the lower stop. 

Ultimately. Cass enthusiasts dream of a 
lodge, ski trails and .other frills near the sum
mit. of Bald Koob, but the baH-million dollars 
amiable from ARA at this time won' t cover 
that. 

Down in the valley at the present time, 
there have been many pleasant improvements 
anct! the summer of 1963. Severa! privately 
IMt'Dfd and operated establishments have 
Ipr\I3R up to cater to the more obvious needs 
01 ralIrood p.trons. 

'100 no longer have to travel 40 miles lor a 
.. mt.al. J . M. Kane Jr., a Cass merchant , 
11M r __ .ted • C4rO dining car and named 

u,.,. SbaJ Inn. Air-conditioned and at,,,ctn,.,, fumiahed, the Shay Inn is 3D ex
.-:~ 01 cr ltv 111inkln~. an oper.tion 
• (, .. f>".rl lIy with iIJI ISctting. 

"., .... , 1Il10 ,,., JOmf"thing to ent nt 0 10 
( ~ Kllrhtn. the r a urAnt section 
• U. l"Ollfttry StOft! •• huge. rl'l!llyled 
~= «111>1""'1 Uf. bul~lIn. wto k h AII!o 
t. t lAin, bfoot'bt- (or lh ... AT)', 
, ... , • .Md ~1 ",,",ir "culM. 

c~ u..tt7 • rom ..... _ lie, IIkn 1tlft 
.. 0 ,."o,,1y ...- .s."dopm('tll 

c"'!i'" f*It-'" u.. ......... 00'd roll· n ... ........, 1M ......,\111, p6IAlod. 
.... ',t. ... WI '!A '. ..., ......... 

... 'l>lJ1..~ lIU'I. 

A Civil·War Museum, opened last year by 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor, is near the 

.. Blackhurst taxidermy exhibit. It features 
"penwrit.tcn" records. letters and grants a 
centwy old, including CivU·War p3yrOUs. 
There are many weapons 0( the Lincoln era 
~d other .b~ic.a·brac not closely connected 
w~lh . ~e Civil "far, such as a genuine West 
VrrglllJ8 moonshine still. 

There are no overnight accommodations in 
Cass, and Van's Motel, about 10 mUes distant 
yet aflords the nearest lodging. But sa m.ile~ 
north of Boyer is a new motel, The Hel"ll).itage 
at Bartow. Opened only this AprB, The Hermit~ 
age (not to be confused with another inn of 
the same name at Petersburg, in Grant Coun, 
ty) offers eight single rooms and 12 doubles 
and the only modern restaurant in the area. 

AroWld Marlinton , about 40 miles away 
are several new, modern, motels. Or those 
~ho plan. to vi.sit Cass might constde~ stay
mg overnight m or near Elkins,. which has 
many motels and hotels to fit all budgets. I 
have found the trip from Elkins to Bartow, and 
thence to Cass, a last, pleasant , scenic drive 
leaving U . S. 219 at Huttonsville and taking 
U. S. 250 through the bills tmtil it intersects 
W. Va. 28 between Thornwood and Boyer. 

Suicide Cave, or Cass Cave, a spectacular 
cavern with an internal waterfall 100 feet high, 
has not yet beec opened tG the public. No 
work, in lact , appears to have been done on 
this natural tourist attraction, although private 
capital is said to be interested. One of the 
landowners, according to rumors around. cass, 
is being difficult. . 

. On the railroad itseH, there are now three 
Shay engines in operating cOcdition. And the 
bullhorn that train guide W. E. ;Blackhurst 
formerly used has been replaced by a more 
efficient loudspeaker system. It would . be a 
good idea for aITangements to be- made to 
protect train passengers from sudden sum· 
mer showers. You might carry a raincoat, 
just in case. . 

And bring along a sweater or 1igbt coal 
The summer sun is hot at Cass, but the air 
can get cool during mornings and evenings. 

A (ree word of advice to the Department 
or Nalural Resources, or anyone else at Cass: 
Put up highwnr s igns giving the locatiOll of 
lhe Cuss ScenIc Rallro.'ld , IUKl bow to get 
there. Mnke UICSC signs big. mMC them ~
pllelt, und pillcc U\CIU on nl1 mnjor highw~ 
UI)pronches. 

If ),OU ~re running tl business thnt depeods 
uP.on bIKhw{\)' Lrnd~, it b 'lli lse to assume ~ 
.. II tour~UI hunl poor ('lye I.ght, DO m~ 
And don'l r{';.Itt FnglWt .. "ClL You' ll be wroDI. 
01 ...,..,.,... I"" Ir. "'11« 10 bo ~aUJ 
poor ond i, .. ·,k.111 rl&~1 \l>u .... -Xi 
ot-' 

SUNDAY O.u$TTlf.JlAl.L 
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Cass Coun'ry Kitchon in Coun'ry s' N 
are. ote soda fountain at left. 

~a fountain in country store. Rest rooms a re a.t extreme right. 

.. ~ ..... - Cen. Country S.o •• at end of soda (oun.oi,,-

1 I. 1 .J 



In country store. Note soda f . 
oun.olO at left. 

Soda fountain in country store. Rest rooms are at extreme right. 

..... In Co .. Country Store at ."d of soda fountain. 

IIAGUlJlla, ~(JU$J" l. 1110$ 
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• t , •• 1 •• ..,.' Wllliom C. Iliuord .01 on lop of coboose to get this shot of Can Railroad Shoy' enroule 10 Mountoin Stote Forest Festival. 

. . , 
THB '.OmJERFUL 

.. ..: .......... -
IRON BORSE SHAY 

Built fur mountain climbing, it's slow, 

might, slow on the 'overland trips. 

BV WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 

Th is year the Elkins F orest Fellt.iva\ 
plagued by rain ancl dismal weather' 
wag pulled out of the slough of despond 
by ODe of the powerful little logging 
locomotives admirer~ call the Wonder
ful Iron-Hoas Shay. 

operate) snort and pull oolheCa!lll Scmic Rau 
road, Illi$ season hauling 38,851 paying « . 
lometa up Bald Knob lor lOW' lOUts ""'I 
back again. ... " 

During Ille Illree-(!ay Festival over 4 000 pas--
5e,!gers, despite a cold and persistent rain, 
paId money to take short rides bel1ind the !IG
ton Shay locomotive, an antique vehicle which 
ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob on the Cass Scen
ic Railroad. Although Ille miserable weather 
may have halved Ille number _of paying cus
tomers, the lit!!!e Shay remained a stellar at
traction. 

someone bad the it\ea III. brin~ 
, '" "Ie Cass Sbays to Elkins lor Ill, 
Festival , where Ille pub)1e would ~ 

~ ~ ___ to short rides lor a small lee. 'The idle, 
was a happy one: 'nIe Shay was a sooty Ctn 
d~.ella wh,o ~,,:me the belle_ 0( ~ ball. 

It was dif(ieult not to noliee the locomotive, 
for its shrill 'aod penetratiJ1g steam whistle 
bent more ~ .. aDd cleated more sinus
es in three- daii ~ could be 'iMpeded by 
a dot.en ~ in • yelll' of prac
tice. HoW do'JOU ignOI'e a festival attraction 
with a sort,. ,built·in c.alllOpe wbich can M 
heard for flw mBee? You doG't, especially if 
the calliqpe!las oi;py one note,_«', at, most , two, 

There were _ wbo, in Sdf-defense, hauled 
out mid-wintel: ear muffs; otbera merely grit· 
ted their teeth 'jp siient protest agalrut Ille 
dawn-to-dark steam-siTen symphony, But most 
people accepted the locomotive whIstle as a 
mild nuisance indicative of a strong benefit , 
and were glad the 91ay was In town. 

Few towns in the United States can boast of 
the presence of a Shay engine at any time of 
the year. Informed sources estimate tha.t~ 
mote than 40 of the old steam locomotives e:l:-
1st in the United Slates today, and fC'I'P of these 
are lID)' longer able to shake, rattle, and roll . 
How did sucb • rare antique hapPen to be haul
ing passengers in mills during the Forest FH
tival? 

It happened partly because rail lines belong· 
ing to the Qlesapeake " Obin and Western 
Maryland Railroads eDsCbelween CaM and 
Elkins. FOur Shay engine6 are at CIISII. 'Ow'
ini the SUnuDeI' !DOIIths tbe)' (the lhree that SUNDAY OA.ZBTT£-JlAl 
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Follc s olong route "waved like crazy" whe n train passed. 

JU n \lU Pt'nn,sl"nnin, New Hampshire. 
,.,.,. !'ilbh t"ls..'"h\.'re. Shays and s imilar, 

£ro .... ,:t ·hl .... ~hlC'Onll~tl\'t~~ huilt to compete wilh 
; pt'!"tJh' on tourist r a ilroads. Shay 

pr...J'''~~M'1 th,''':llll III t8ill , censed in 1945. 
ptUk'll ... 1 'II l\ll'" ,)( :~ : Shay in as hey

_C'f"f' t~ tJ •• t'tion ~lIId power, its safety. 
,"vn\\ AuUlontics in the fi eld agree 
-h ~ ~u\lld h3ul greater tonnage at 

:J ~ I..."'lk"'ralmg exp(,llse. with less orig i
po.! unH or power, lhan any other 

.·-~"I\ \f'r built. 
J'lWo htl..: engines" ere na med for Ephriam 

, of lI.nn~, lid, Shay was a 19th-Cen-
\h(·hltt"-" lumberman who sought be t

t« &)"11 01 g\.~ung timber out of the woods. 
lois Ill, h In"cnled and built the loco-

I bt-... r hi_ na me, His c rude pro
.otj 10 Yo ·11 at his own operations 
hI plan ond patents to the Lim a 

~p .. _""t<lltmM1hJ \lachine Works 01 Lima, 
t ("Qrnpany to make s uch loco, 

"~~<sprr d use in the timbering 

lor1un,'l~ ror the Lima Ma
Th CDn ,',.n), mad lhc firs t 

W J "" 0 01 lichlgnn, 
B .• ' rO~·Jwug(.', but n 

, , I,imn mod 
I I l..m h" I qUll 

nd '" COOl' n' 
"hun '4"\1 
III<' 

JAfUJ'A'U I. 

were the Heisler and the Climax. 
The last l~eisler , a !ocomolh'e invenled by 3 

Cornell engmee.r named Ch3rle~ Heisler . was 
manu f.actul'~ In 19<11. ;.lIld Clima x Wen t OUt 
of busmcss m 1929. 

Th.e Shay and its Imitators diff~red from con
ven~lonal s team locom'Jti"es in U131 the) were 
deSIgned to haul hea\":- IOi.lds on steep grades 
Ca lJed ' -geared" e.ngi.ncs. as opposed to gen
era I-purpose , , rn alll-ime locomotives which 
u~ connecllllg rods from drive wheels to 
pistons, lhe Shay had a number of small 
wheels which afforded great traction because 
each was a driving wheel. 

On ma in-l ine engines, the number of drive 
wheels varied, but they were relat ively large 
in diameter , heavy, and demanded smooth 
track which in turn requi.red constant maime
nance. Additional small wheels on the big 
s teamers held up weight and sened as rail 
guides, but otherwise were functionless. 

Not so on the Shay , The wheel sets (called 
" lrucks") under bolh locomotive and tender 
are connected to steam cylinders transmitting 
power Ulrough a crankshaft and flexible coup
ling . Ever~ wh\."'el does work 

The Shay IS eas~ to g~t 3round ('ur\"~,:; is 
en· ... on track . ilnd ('an adapt to rough ro..1:d
be<i thot " ould :-tJU llr \Ht"Ck C't"ln\t~!1tio!'dl ~~ 
eomoti\"~~ TIlt" "'h. ~ ~ :,'ow. but 1l tool' p~U 
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A"-r Ion. (tim wis l houl , Shay pulls into Elkin. at dusk. 

111 uI lured now 
.. U. arroU Park and 

- al B burg, P. Il 
ror lhe Elk 

to(" ndale, 

f P " " trip. 
"001 d uri"9 



• • 
A fleet of ontique (ors, driven by visit ing clubs, see ms right 01 home with Shay engi ne as it wa il s 10 t(lke p(Jssengers on a tide. 

o Shay Can You See~ 
'After a s'lccessful first season, the Cas, Scenic Railroad is rolling agl.in. 

BY WIlliAM C. BUZZARD 
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n Snturdny, .MAY 16, th e Cuss 
~nh: Railroad began. its second yc.ar 
or l'!~n,tiol1. As n special feature or Its 
t'J' !ling. n delegntion of nnlique~~ar 
\\n~rs chUig- <l into the C&O statIon 

• , rA$~ 111\ I tcmpornl"ily abandoned 
tht.ir • ndent gas-d riven vehicles for 

unity unci nl ~ team-poweJ"ed loco~ 
motion. 

JD I • prospects 01 success :mLl growth 
art ..... '«("tUent for the state-run Pocahontas 
.. t..,v project. It was not always so. 
~ ... ·ould hJ\ e been no such Pocahontas 

....-u1 nih. aY had it not been for a local 
~lZliltte ... ·hlch conceived the idea and 

, ror iL Headed by Theodore Riffe, a 
resident "00 was chief accountant lor 

Ik aei&hboring National Radio Astronomy 
~.tcW"y, lhe Cass Planning Committee 
• formed in 1960 .Her the closing of the 
JocaJ a.c tr Lumber Co. operation in July of 

10T 
;tJtout the lumber company, virtua lly the 
""'::f: at employment In the area, Cass 

• ~ 10 ithe:r and die. Unless, of 
~ other IOUrce of economic nour

thz III could be I aledo 
1 ('.MIl ptAMtnl Committee pointed out 

radroad, With Its old Shay 
It.ad 100 much of a touri .. t potential 

fd aad krlPpt'"d Thf' Ufp3rtment "".,0\ ~ ..... 11<>' 1m,,, .. ed, at 
..... Ik "1'"1)1 01 jt<rp:udlllnK other 

., .... «1> ill ..... Co J.ol.ur mMI'Y Into ~A ~ 
.. I "" u.. old r.,It •• d bt om 

II nr. "llf"t .nd 
!,., t .. ~l l o ' I" 

UM' lUI f to 
Ad nd, rt IIIUf 

OSh 
'After a successful first seas 

These customers spent over $40,000 in lares 
and on ~nacks served in the C&O station by 
the c hUi eh wome;) of Casso In addition , the 
U. s. Ar~a Hedevelopmcnl Administration 
made available $576,000 in federal funds for 
th~ dev~lopment and ex tension of the oper
ative r::lIlroad. 

These funds .were for the rebuilding of 
th,:cc Shay en~mcs and 14 logging cars; re
pall:s to the rall wa.y s~ops whe" e engines and 
~qU1pment are mamtamed; the purchase and 
Improvement of four acres for a visitor's 
parking lot ; development of a picnic area (in. 
cluding the improvement of a beautiful spruce 
forest). nea r the top of Bald Knob ; and the 
extension of lhe touris t railroad trip to with, 
in 1,000 feel of Bald Knob , which has an ele
\'alion of more than 4,800 feet. 

MaUers seemed to be going well. But for 
a time the Na tional Radio Astronomy Ob
servatory at nearby Green Bank threatened 
to hold up ARA fund s. The Observatory point· 
ed out tha t it was wher e it wc:.s in order to 
avoid noise, and a railroad clattering all 
over the place was undesirable. 

But Observatory officials were ullimately 
plac.lled , and the ARA grant approved. 

Kerm it McKeever, head of the Division of 
Parks and Rec reation of the Department 
of Nntura l Resources , has indicated that an 
engince r has bcen hired and work on the Cass 
project will shortly be contracted for. 

Most of the necessary impro"emenls will 
have been mnde b~' fnll , so lhat loud ts will be 
lI(forded n longer nnd morc scenic journ~y 
(It they \H~h to take it) "h('n lht' a - enlC 
Hlulru:.d b f.tlll~ o~r.lI ion - III the ~prin, or 
14~ .. ,\ 

p.n k dud Md\t'('\ -.' r IS h';lr~ro ... Hb 
Ih ... "duBn! lr .HI,;n "I thl' C,. r it d But 
Ult Jt \ dtdo ·t ", .. lk up hl him ... llh ,' . 

• t'l~ ltal¢ wr I t " hl\:h ls J'('rfC'\.'U) 
I "" t \ U-1\nl.:1n~. an,f '\.a~, 'INn·' I nd 

.U In h(' I (' .. U(' Intl"t .. " lUI Ul 

funJ. fir f..\ h .. m ) J'nk"ut"f Lh m 
.,. nt.....t • ~ lac. Intr-ul. I)' 

. ... \ia IN ,,, ... tltl) ) a ".l~jft,IdS 
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Shay Can You See! 
first se ISOII, the (ISS cenic Railroad is rolling again. 

M" .... :-ma n who wro le a story nss~rting , in es
~. Ih « the scenic rn ilroad will be delayed 
bceo.:au..(to of "bur~nu rncy" nnd modern c'on; 
Mnk'Uon l~hniques. and that much ARA 
~) e3.frn I'ked ror CliSS will go to out-

Ja b .lrnf:.., to the Department of Na tural 
Rc.5OW"C'f:s. there is no evidence of boon dog
,I or undue waste in the Cass affair, and 

rn eon.s:lruction techniques will hasten, 
.. ckoL.v. uilroad improvement. 

It true th:u "outsiders" may. by com-
prtIt \ bidding. secure Cass work contracts. 
8ul mpelllj\"e blddmg is designed to save 
.... y. DOl ... ·lSte it , and is open, or course, 
I. residents. 

;:.1:::;>" it appenrs that the Cass Scenic 
...-111 ulumate ly become West Virgin-

• bestkno..-n tourist attrac lion , if the p0-
I 01 the Pocahontas area is developed. 

\! t~ the Cas.s complex, if it may be 
CftID...o. is DOl. aDd is DOt meant to be, 

• .lUte project. Taxpayers, of th is 
.... odIen, ba,,'e contributed to Lhe rail-

b .upposed to attract cus tomers, 
b ill &una supposed to attrac t private 

• 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 

need, it. might be m;tter for both railroad 
and .eatmg a.nd sleepmg accommodations to 
be .elthe~ entJ:ely under state supervision or 
entrrely m pnvate hands. • 

Withou.t common management , the need for 
coope~ahon b~tween state and private busi
ness )s essential, or debilitating dogfights are 
sure to occur. 

Private negotiations are now supposed to 
be under way to turn the former lumber-com
pany store, now vacant, into a restaurant but 
Cass residents are getting nervous. Sunimer 
is nearlr here, the facility is badly needed , 
yet Dothmg had been done at the time of my 
visit. 

Representatives o( the restaurant negoti
ators say they are waiting (or a daily scenic
railroad schedule to go into effect on June 
15. Until that date , the Shay-driven train is 
operative only on Saturdays and Sundays. Cass 
residents retort that the bird of time is on 
the wing, and they would like to guarantee rail
road patrons chicken on the table . 

Meanwhile, your best bet is to pack a lunch. 
Jt might be a good idea to make your trip 
as soon as possible, too, while the train r ide 
is yet entirely a weekend affair. It iso' t 
crowded , and it isn' t hot. Your nearest motels 
are at Boye.r, Buckeye, and Marlinton. 

1'he huge ca"e near the railroad. 1I1hich C'OD

toins a lOO-fool wnter(oU. mny be opened by 
nut summer. "he O"'ners or Smoke Holt": 
'Avern, De a r Peter burg, ha\' uprcsstd 

tnlU t In milk ing I Df'W C4\'e o~inG whkb 
would be fA ily ae f'sslblt: to tourists. 

'1I~ lulU' 01 C. I ks briltht, d .pit. prt
d tobl b ad. h. ~;Hn" Udn." r ""tb 

\.11, I an, t id, h ... lound tb<> rid<> ....... 
1 ,,<tlul IIttl~ re,,", .J h lui. 

h I, I 10 \1>, • ,, ' c< trlNtt IIu> 
''' __ 10 f. f 01 fb r 

) \I ""~ 
U.1I 1 t 

to .. ,-,_ 
11_ .... ... 

• _ • _, . uh C'lftf.!C1' • 

• .,., u& I our· bUr.,. buI • brad .. 



Spewing a sh", and cinde rs, Shay e ng ine pushes cars up steep gra de. Panenger, ,est ot the top before trip down the mountoin . 

* 
o. SOUTH CHARLESTOI 

Your cJwice 01 t l(lO 

h(l,uuQme bmlllf rilt l 
lor wrJin, •• 

DOLLAR SAVINGS 
& LOAN COMPANY 
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.~, . . 
COmmitte~'1 cost mim~w aT 

J1Ie C.,Jete T ,;,tlr° Back of tile ProPOsal .. to Buy the (ass Rai\,oa;d ~~':;~~'~;''=~'' 
,.. ... . . aid to lhe Joint Commillei! 

"'" I ~ o:t t'(lfnpatt .nd Pre.ol(lnf· 'Vcre1 t;}{c ;bu'i incss, . offered soon. (!These men were ~umber Co. Railroad, Its roU- Governmenl and YUUlnce 
'.~ I~ f"'UlbI111) I'rorf'SSIOlHll a nd politica l lead· E!lIgibl~Nor unemployment bene· Ing .stock, and other ne~essary preparing this origilul ree 

. ~Nlln;: inl(l ers or lhc nren. fits from Ju ly 1960 to January eql:llpmenLto devel?p thlS most mendalion. 
~~ "nU 011(' - .. 1961 at which time these bene· umque. and rar.e railroad. as an The committee has madl 
'" 'Iuhnton The unportnnt Olin? 111 a fits expired .) operating tounst attra~tl?n {or altem-pt to proletl the nu' 

nutshe ll W3S n report .glven . by the State of West. Virgtma.. of people that would be 
Ted RlffC:. 1t appears. herewith : Pro sa l to State The Cass Planmng Committee ployed indirecHy as a 

At ~hc tlOlC !>f closmg of th~ po , wholehearteoly suPP?rts the of the railroad becomi 
only Ind ustry In Cass a·pprOXl· 'It IS therefore. With the abo\e resolution by the Jomt Com- tourist attrat:tion Iso 
mntcly 165 men were aIfect~d. Situation In mind tha t the com- mince on Go~ernment and ri.- shops, etc.), but has con 
Some of these men were mobl!e mlttee offers a derllll~e and ll anee as a~ mstrument which itself only with the dirE 
enough to find employme nt In sou nd proposal to th e Stale ~r could alleViate the unemp\oy· ploymenl to be provi.de~ 
other comm uniti es and olher West VlrgJiua to alleViate thiS ment situation in the area, and .ating -personnel). 

7.>nO"'":y Ob$en-a~c:y states. The majoritr, however, situation. emphasizes the. soundness 01 There currently seerr 
banir.: . were not blessed With the lIec- b 1960 the Joint \ the investment 1Il such a ven- some confusi.on as to 
iUne. Jr. Treasurer, lessa ry skills and trades to fi nd c]n l':!t~v!mo:rGovernmell; and ture to the State. l and relative ment of 

F' Locg. ;\fJyor of the some 80 of th~se men, r epre- Fl na~c~, by the full 'member- The r ailroad and roiling. stock Lumber Com-pany fa 

01 C~; senting approximately 2~O de- rt;J~n e to 1961 W Va. Legis. are owned by the Midwest Cass, W. Va., as a p . 

& Wrong Repe 

)(('rd,all"' , other employment, and today ?mml e resolution · recom. \ Present Owner~ \ Posed purchase ot tb 

J K Arbogast, Assistant ! pendents, (wives .a ll~ children) SI:tlP of t1h~ the Sta'te of West naleigh Steel C~ml!a~lY of traction [or \ou.ists. 
.s~,.;;:njODdt.n~ . of Pocahon tas face utter destitutIOn unle~s la. ur.e,. a rchase the Mower Charleston, West V\r~lma 'd . 

so me form of employment l.s I Virginia pu The amS'unt of rallroa . m· 

It We Don't Watch They'll Steal Our Centennial 
hanged five of his hillbilly cap
tives in the village square at 
Front Royal. And every time 
Quantrell appears on television 
he becomes a litlle more reo 

volved is approximately B miles, 
which runs from a point ab?ut 
1.2 mile from 'Cass at a crossmg 
on Leat'herbark Creek to a 
point about 1 1-2 miles from t~e 
lOp of Bald Knob. (The rail
road did actually go to the t?P 
of Bald Knob , but these raJls 
have been sold as scrap. T~e 
road bed, howeve~, 15 still m
tact and new ralls could be 
laid in order to get the f.ull 
effect of the engine traveling 
to the top of Bald Knob .. Bald 

1n the £irst 11 
prices heretofore 
newspapers have 
inaccurate as the at 
i.nvestment detail 
These costs ' are t 
formal discussior. 
present owners of 
and right-of-way. ' 
ment costs are m 
ment figure whicl 
fident would be 
develop the rail! 

(F,.om P. ge 3) 
1, "ltn ber But one import

tn' fO.Lat~ \\'OL;L.D :'\'OT join the 
~ .... "J~t mo\'emenl - and 

t '&$ th~ Cominonwealth of 
tfUU.a She had had too strong 

; hind an the creation of this 
filiI n.oi1Jon 10 want to destroy 

• TWICE the \'ir~inia Assem· 
a~.a,"\l fiecession, with 

~I'~s frl)m W(!!l:t of the 
Intlfof'l tei fn/,w WP<;l Virgin· 

Itll' lme a-

• • 

in our State (second in number 
only to Virginia ). In most of 
these the Federals were victor· 
ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat· 
tlc of Droop Mountain and the 
Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
Lewisbu rg), far inferior Fede r· 
al ro rces, numer ically , defeated 
the Confederates ingloriously . 
That belied the old Southern 
view that Confederates were su
pe r ior people , man (or man. 

• >It ••• 

The first land battle of the 
{'ntire Civil War was fought at 
Philippi, and th is write r will bet 
10·to-l that t.he State gets e uch· 
red out ot its rightful publicity 

on th l' score , (That belies 
view that 

spectable. 
... '" e '" 

One advantage of studying 
history at West. Virginia Univer
sity in our day was that we were 
subjected to all shades of Civil 
War viewpoints. One of the 
finest Southern gen tlemen Dnd 
scholars we ' ever knew was the 
late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood. who 
was an unreconstructed Rebel of 
the old school. 

.. • (t 4= 

Dr. Chitwood scor ned use of 
the term "Civil War" at all. Jle 
insisted it was the " Wa r Be

the States," . t he 

Knob is the second highest 
,. . . (4 852 

point in West \ IrglO.la .' 
f t.) and the raill'~ad IS higher 
than any other railroad cast of 
the Rockies). 

Qutsla.nding attrac 
ists. Any impro' 
however. are subl 
al judgment depe 

- - inil far one - ....... - .
cury the developll 

'If, for .in.stace. .. 
to lbe OM • -.~ 

II 



Iri. ..... / I.r bc"C"Onu~" II Iflll(' mOI'C 1'0:1£1 did nctu nlly go to the t.op These cost s are based on \n ~ ~1I,."'r(Ol1 .,..pcl.n; ",,, . l.o./tOP 1)1 U" ' ~' ... 

~f .. bJ(", • • .. • • of Billd I{ ,lob. but theSe rT"',lf> fClrmal discu ssion s with 'hi 

r I 
I It'I' hnV(' bee n Nold flS scrap. lC present 0 n" f h 

Ont' .d\·IUltll~l; 0 ,It tll.v • 1'I"HIci bod. howov r, is s till in - ' . w e rs 0 t e rai\roa~ 
r::'r hblorY At \\, (",,1 " lra/urll l ' lIh'C'I"- l/le l nnd new r ti lls could be and rlght-o t-way. The improve 
I~ III" If; our rlo1Y \\ u Ih lll \\(' \\1', '(' Inld In ol'el er to get. the full mcnt costs are m erely a judg 
h' u~If"(h"'<f hl 311 !IIhlUI4· ... or 1\'11 "rrcel or the e ngi ne lrnveUn g mcnt fi gure whic:h we are con 

\\,r ,,~\ .xunt.. l'llll"' or ti l{' tn til C' top or Bald Kn ob. Bald flde nt would be sufficient tt. 
U (all t , ,,uth,,rn ~l'nlklll(,l1 nll d 1\110b is the second highest develop the ra ilroad into al 

h la..,., \\\' (In'f kl\l'\\ \\ ,1' till' point in West VIrginia (4,852 ?ulslandin g attraction for tour 
I t f'r t.lh\\lr r' CIHI\\('UHi. wh(l F't.) nn tl the railroad is h1g'her IStS. Any improvement C'l5: 

, n unfl'\('('I"~tr\l('Il'\1 Ht,bl'l of thnn :1I1 y other railroad east of ho~ever , are subject to person 
Id , hMI ,he Rockies) . al Judgment, depending on ho" 

• • far one would initially want t( 

Dr (,h.I"OO<I '0<'1'11('(1 \1;0 of car ry the development program 
t .... Inrn ' '\'11 War" at all . lie What to BuV If, for mstance, a lodge simila. 
uasiStM .1 l,-a Ihr "War Be· Also, owned by The Midwest to the one at Blackwater FaU! 
I ••• D IIIe Stalts," lhe emph.· Raleigh Steel Co., are two Shay or those at other State Parks 

lIeID& OD .. lale's rights" of I type locomotives, both of which was to be erected, tbe costs 
• ___ 'I1Ie war, he contented, are 1880 models. One was put would be mucb higher. 

IIIIl Maht upon the issue Into operation In 1001 by the However, we believe the bas-
bat apoD the Issue West Virginia Pulp and Paper Ie, initial investment mould be 

1iW*P, Re never did Company; the other began op- concerned with tile paserva· 
cI course, that the only eratlon In 1921, also by the tion of the railroad, 8JId H 

'"St~I~' h II involved in \Vest Vi rginia Pulp and Paper in the future the demand for 
r ~ 1tr'UQle ,,'e.re ( 1 ) the r ight Co., ,When that company's m ain lodge facilities would b e g'[eat 

ot flw S«.re- to permit aile h ll - holdmgs were at Casso enou gh, then, and only then, 
a bf'lttg to hold anotheI" ill I Al t h o ug h the engines a nd the should such an undertaking be 
(Orr. and 12 ) the righ l oC a rai.lroad w?uld ,require some re- considere~. The idea of a lodge, 

,""'1<" 10. b~ .. k 9\\'a\- (rom the paIrs and Improvements to con- however, 1S not remote, and the 
IUJlitIIll, 1I II wanted- to. tlnd Lo ve r t i t f rom a l ogging raB road basic 'attractions, i. e.: the rail· 

p aDOCh~r mhon _ to a tourist carrying line, the road, cavern, hunting, fishing, 
" • • costs would not be 'Prohibitive. and serene natural beauty e>f 

rSee attached estimate of in- the mountains is such that 
I'est ment and operating costs). lodge c{)uld be constructed 

Through informal discussions future profits that would 
II has been ascertained t hat lh'e derived from the railroad 
aforo.mentioned pro per tie s other attractions. 
rould be secu red for appro",i- The idea [or a ski slope 
mately 90.000.'100.000. the impro\'ement and op,,"al'~i 

The ri~hl-of·wal' and land on of the cal'e should be encou 
R31d Knob is owned by the' age,d as a pr!"ate. program. 
'Io\\('r Lumber Company and II behel·. that if pm'ate and 
,.11 b,' , cu red at the follow. (Turn To P.ge 10) 

In, pilei • BLE - " G-
R,ah!,of W JV _.' S l., 
Wooded Ar':a Plaque hou e, 

anniversary. G" ld rolled O' WI 
P~rsonahled. 303 Fifth 
:\ew York. ~e" Yor . 

NO TICE .. 



~ '.-• th" ,-,«hr of It 
J .. .,,- from f , ;(' 

..... 1M 10 Anll 10 

.... "' > t 14"" . 

d I 1>" 
, II .. 

I I h" 

T 

rnl!!" ................. ' - , --
,,;to-'" ntHI Imp,'oVenlCntR 10 con · 
HoI"! U (rorH n l o~"l l1 g rnil "OMI 
Itl .1 tfHlrl ll l Ot"l'yl n g 1I11C, lho 
rOlli t W(luld fI b IprohlhlUv . 
,:r.. Alia h <I c8li",atc of In· 
"'. lnlt'lll nlld pc rlltln g costs). 

Thr()11 h IIIFol'l11 I dlRC usslons 
II lin h,,'n ,qc~ I' l nl n d thnt h 
,IF If' Illrnl lon ,I p " 0 p r tl e s 
r(l lll,1 h ' rllrrcl Fo ,· ap pro><l· 
m.1 ,'I)' , OO,UO $ 10 ,000. 

Thl' Il l:ht -or·wny a nd land on 
n.lhl Kllob is ow n cI by th ~ 
~I \1\' 1' 1.11m b r I11p any an d 

n Ill' . cur d at the Follow· 
In prlcr : 
HI hl·o(·Way S 100 per acre 
Wo d d;\ 1' a 100·$150 per acre 
'("ut " r" rca $35 per acre 

I I' e limated that the sum 
( ,!!i'i.OOO could_ secure the 

t·' ry land tv j eve10p ,t he .. 
.t ' • 

We IIbmi. in he attacbed 
I 1ma • of ' ''T ourist P ossi» i)i· 

. of the :\!ower Lumber.,Co. 
R troad a ea . W. Va.", the 

however , is. n ol re mote and the 
ba s ic 1.ltlractions, \. c.:' the TaU. 
'road , cilvcrn . hunting, fi shing, 
and serene natura l beauty o( 
the mountains is such that a 
lodge auld be construct~d f rom 
Future profits that wou~d be 
de rived From the railroad and 
oLher att ractions . 

T he idca for a ski slope and 
the im provement and opera ion 
of Lh e cave should be encour. 
aged as a private program. We 
believe thal if private and puh· 

(Turn To Page 10) 

2a BLESSINGS M as ani e 
Plaques house, kitchen, and 
anniversary. Gold scrolled 81.00. 
Personalized, 303 Firth Are., 

ew York, New York. 

WOTI ·CE 
• • 
Seve_ral years ago w~ a· 

".gr~f'~ !~.I shoul.d we . !'ver 
' -become s'-parat~d, you. w.Quld 

use the magic code symbol 

; 000 Con( d rate). Tn propor· 
I n 0 population that too was 
t III much a any other 

"NX" and I the letter tlGII
, 

and Ihrough these we would 
be re.unjtyd . . I have now 
found a W;)ria~'rful home and 
a beautiful life and want you 
to rejoin me. If you see Ih is 

I cflnlnbuled. Furthe rmore. 
,. Vir 'I ia gave greal lead· 

' 0 b Ih lel 
• • • I 

I tha we 

ad in any of the many pa;>~rs 
in which it will appeor, an
swer ' in th., paper. 

hav pn hnng d 
1 rOil n t il n to 

All my love, 
" Gil 

st,DI~ \\ hi h _-----:----;-7;"--:-. 
Lobban funeral Home 
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committee's cost estimale5 a-r..d PAGE fOUR . , lLlIIllY 

'" Complete R
.' _.J. development 1I:0ssib$llties. Thts -al ro~ summary VQs :Jlr~ted as ar 

'aid to the Join t.' committee or. 
Lumhcr Co. Rail road , its roll· Government and Finance U. 
Ing ,stock. and other ne~essary preparing t his original recorn
Cq~l1pmcllt~to de,'el?p th is most mcndation. 

Truth'" Back of tire PropOsal . to Buy the (ass 
".,. Ml'" mMl <"Omp.lc:1 ,lind Prcs~ n i "{..'erc,'< 111e :bu'sincss, ' offered soon . ('Th ese men were 

... i .• ~1J: of tbe" r~ulbillly !!>ro(eSSIOr1l11 and political lead- eligible-tor unemployment bene-
".: \IIJIA.a '.s set:lng into ers or the :lrea. fits from July 1960 to Ja nuary 

t)I raUt'CIICI bu,?"rNo \"lt~_ 0111· The import ant thing in :I 1.961 at ,wh iCh time these bene· 
unIque, and rar,£! ra ilroad, as an The committee has made no 
operatlng tourist att raction for attempt to project the number 
the State 'or West Vir ginia . of people that would be em·' 

Proposal to State . The Cass Planning Committee played indirectly as a ,result 
~ at , -.kt; .• , In Mu_mton nUI5hcll W:lS a report given by fi ts expired.) 
..,s ........ . Ted Riffe. It appears herewith: 
~ ~:,:~, whld'! "3S It.t· At the time of closing of t he 

u.."IIkd br the rdllor of ':hIS only indu5try in Cass approxi
~~ • .a c.t1l~ by 3. pls.nnmg mately 165 men were affected , 
~~:t~. wcludlng Some of these men were mobile 
~ RJft'. ChaIrman. Chi:::! enough to lind employment in 

~:a=: of the Xalional othe r communities and other 
,~ .\Etronorn}' Obsen'atory states. Th e ma jority, however. 
G~IJl»nk; were not blessed with the nee· 

r' J " fWDI!'. Jr, Treasurer, essary SKills and trades to fi nd 
cHi llrrt'bJ;nt: other employment, and today 

p r Locg. ~Jayor of the some 80 of lhese men. repre
_~ 'JI (ass; senting approx imately 240 de
. J K Arbogast. Assistant pendents, (wives 3nd children) 
.;:~nn\.endent of Pocahontas face utter destit uti on un le~s 
;._~ so me for m of employment IS 

If We Don'l Walch They'll Sleal Our Cenlennial 
{From Page 3) 

It is therefore , with the abo\'e \\ holeh~artcdly suPP?rts the of the ra\.\road becomlng a 
situation in mind that the com- re~~luuon ~y the Jomt Co~· tourisl attraction (souvenir 
mittee offe rs a defini te and ml~ ee on o~er\lmenl and ! I- shops. elc.). but has concerned 
sound proposal to the Slale of na ce as a~ mstrument Wh!C~ itself only with the d.\reCt em· 
West Virginia to alle\'iate this coul~ ?llevt~a te. th

t
', unemp\o)d- ployment to be provided . {ope· 

situation. men sl:ua ,Ion 11\ e :lrea, an rating l)erSonnc\) . 
emphaSIzes the soundness of 

In November 1960 th e .Joint the investment in such a 'len- There currently seems to be 
Committee on Government and . lure to the State. some confusion a,s to the cost 
Finance, by resolution. ' recotn- \ Pre$ent Owne rs and relaUve ment of the p~o~ 
mended to the full member- The railroad and roHing stock pos~d purchase of the Mo"" e 
si:ip of the 19G1 W. Va. LC!gis' are owned by the Midwest Lumber Company ral\r?atl at 
lature , that t he State of West \lhleigh Steel Company of Casso W , Va., as a possible at· 
Virginia purchase the Mower Charleston, West Virgi nia. traction {or tourists . 

I The amount of railroad in-
volved is approximately 8 miles, Wrong Repor" 

hanged five of his hillbill y C3jl' 
tives in the village square at 
Front Royal. And every time 
Qua ntrell appears on television 
he becomes a \lttle more reo 
spectable. ... ... 

which tuns from a poll'll ab~ut In the Hrsl instance the 
\.2 mIle from Cass at. a crossmg prices heretofore quoted 1n 
on , LeatherbarK Creek to a newspapers have heen lota\\y 
pOint about 1 1-'2 miles {rom t~e inaccurate as the attllched baste 
lOp of Bald Knob. (The rail- invest,mC!nl detail w\\\ show. 
road did nctually go to the top " hese costs are based on In· 

\ of Bald Knoh, but these ralls furmal discussions with 'he 

in our State (second in number 
only to Virginia ). In most of 
these the Federals were victor
ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat
tle of Droop Mou ntain and the 
Battle of Sinking Creek. near 
Lewisburg), fa r inferior Feder
al forces. nu merically. defeated 
the Confedera tes inglor iously. 
That belied the old Southern 
view lh at Confeder ates we re suo 
perior people, man for man. 

• • • • • 

One ad vantage of studying have been sold as sc rap: 'r~e presenl owners of the railroad 
h istory at West Virginia Univer' road hed, howeve l> is shU m- and r ight-of-way. The improve
sity in our day was that we were la~t ,and new ralls could be ment costs at e. merely Ii ludg· 
subjected to all shades of Civil laid In order to .get the i.ull mel'l l figu re which we are can· 
War viewpoints. One of the effect of the engtne traveltng fidenl would be suflicient to 
fi nest Southern gentlemen and to the ,top of Bald Knob., Bald develop the railroad mto all 
scholars we-ever knew was the Knob .IS the sec~n~ . highest outstanding attractIOn fo r tour
late Dr. Oliver P . Chitwood. who pomt m West ylrgln~a (~ ,85'2 ists, Any impr~vement Cl~~:;' 

The fi rs t land battle of the was an unreconstructed Rebel of Ft.) and the r allr?ad is hlghe~ however. are sublect to person· 
entire Civil War was fought at the old school. than any.other ra ilroad east 0 \31 judgment , de.pendl1'lg on hO~ 

Th, ... , •• wh ich had atread' I PhHippL and ihis writer will be t • • • • • the Ro,kles) . far onehwdould llnltLalltYpWro'grnt,m 

ld }o:n her But one im porl· 
1:n Sl3U WOt,;LD NOT join the 
~lOnisl mO\'ement ~ and 
&.at ... the Com:nonwealth of 
t"lf!~rnl.3 She had had too strong 
a ba-nd In the crealion of this 
!Jf'JI! nallon to want to destroy 
::J TWIr[ the Virginia Assem
bly \'otPd :igainsl secession, with 
&.e delt"gate5 from West of the 
AIle-gheme5 (now West Vi rgin
j~J firmly holding the li ne a
P UlII It 

lId ' . ' 101 I ihlhS ' carryteeveopmen -
<CO. ' .new ihe" caus. . o· a te tate ge ts euch· Dr. CMwood soorned U50 of Wh I I Bu If for ins"n" , lodge Slmolar 

' ouM nut rund a ,han" of red ou t or its rightful publicity the term " Ci" H War" at all He • • Y . • . he one at illac'
water 

falls 
• without Virgl nl. They .galn on th " soore. (That belles ins!;ted it was lbe " War Be· Also. owned by The Mldwesl t~ tho .. at othor Stat. Par'

s
, 

• • • • • 

IIAD t .. h ... V"Rini • . So ihey the South"n view thai "only tween ihe States;' the emph.· R.l,igh Steel Co., are twO Sh.y ! .. to ...... ted, tbe ... " 
or ranaUCA \.0 Rich. a few mtnor border skirmishes sis being OD " State's r ights-' of type locomOtives, both of which would 1M mucb bJIbtF· 
bunl bonHrCl and 'I took place 1n West Vlrginia." ) course. The war. he contented, are 1880 model,. ODe was put 

, Ulinat.ene4 The Battle of Philippi was was nol fought upon the I!i.sue into opera tloD in 1801 by Ute 
rkd .. M e \f:-!.!'!.s.!..daYI -before the First of slavery. but .upon the iSSue West VU'I'ni.l .. ~ '. ne\'f'r did Compan,.; lhe 



--""'~ - --~. W"'". 00_ ... t ..... vi" ..... 
"" ".' ~I"u~ ' <1<101 .. 'ta ..... _ .... • • •• M_ •• • 

The (ontpleteT ruth ,BaCt- ;of tL - P _1 - ~ - -,.:, ~ '.,.~*- ,." 
I" Ire roposill~to_uy the- .( .... ~ • R ., --.I 

" ...... '.. ....... ! , ..... r ••• ' ) dol, ,h". . - ~ a,,_ !!,... . ~.« .. ~~tI,.~ ~ntf!I:.r~:f'd 10 In IIIP A1.tllched l ummnry of \ .. . ;.u;._ ...... ~ •• _ ..... u .......... . _ ............ _ ........ ...,;;., ........ =-.. ....:...-.. 
at Iu:I _t",...n l"N>potMt ~h:.~~nl o ptrll11tilt IOcom ll." ,nnd COSII for Eltlmated Buie Inyulman! Cost 01 R.ilfOlid -\ CUI 

)I' .. dl th" tn\.lr1$! Itand ~~ ~~c hI!"! l ummer of operlllion Cost of railroad lind nec(!ssary roUing stock \;ciuding 
n. but ,tit' "Att'. 1000ai ,overn. orC 7~vC used II volume average approximately 8 miles 01 track, 2 Sha{'type loco· 

,.. ~t. Vld 1111 thoR c:oncerned av~rll e p!'":ons per day. This motives and 8 ll-tl't-'cars (plus stock and pans) ----- Sl00 000 OU 
II ;:, 1II...... bO'h ,,,,, .. 1.11)' ,"d C"de~ ""m~'~:';? '" 'he ~. CO" 01 8 mU" 01 ,;,h"ol-woy ,nd .pp,,,;m"." ,-

., (' "rlf .... h'hu::llon that ge n. visited th" A_'_O,pcrsoncs w 0 200 licres of land on Bald Knob _ """""'00 COr.l>!" .«ompanl~ Ihi " '" omy enler . --------------- "-,,VV'J . 
uDch;rukln . _ s type of at Green Bank in the months Improvements of railroad and r;;)Uing stock -------- 8000000 
"., qu':uo. which , 01 July ond Augu, ' 1960, " Pock "" on B,ld Knob ----.. -----------.---- ";,000.00 

"' be m06t prominent in th~?~~n~~ ~us I. al.so be taken mt~ ~ccount Other Improvements (stat:on, engine garage) --- 30,000.00 
of (hase dlroctly or i,d ', -ecll" "h~tA"'tlS averagce of VIsitors at Cave improvements?" Ski. slope? hunters' cabins"' etc 40000 00 

d • ;f " S ronomy · enter does not ~ . .' 
:"' .... t. In thl' P,oJ'O' ;s 'lie includ. ",ouP' who m,de oc- ' TOTAL $300.000_00 Jlue of the ratlroad to the rangeme,nts for tours i.n ad. {The- Improvements' eRumerated above sboul9- employ 
___ u--...~~ . ' "r",. vance, '- but are merely people 65·70 men ' for a full 52 weeks)'. 

COST OF FIRS T . who passed ' through ·t·he area ---,.--.--.-..,----SUMMER and decided to stop. Further, -_.. .'. • .. " .... . .. - - --..-,. ••• ..-..... 
P I due to the lack of fa-cHilies in to n to the state, thereby reqUlr· \average of 70 passengers per 
Pe~rs~~~\. 19~0, . 'for a.~~~P19@ti"ng the ing. S1f9·OQ · ~l co~~f£r a. week's .day. The~fost to each p~s!:nger 

, E _ • touml . . ,he Asl( •• omy C."" OP'" ,,,.. - would b. $3.00 "d th" woutd ,_ ,;gmeec ____ . ___ ._ $ 84_00 did no' en"u",e ,;,il'" to' Qth" m,te,i,l .. d ,"ppH" indud. 'h. ,;d. "d , m." ,t 
_ reman __________ 72.80 tour the Observatory proper . are computed on the basis of the top of the mountai.n. 

:_Br>k.m,n , _____ . __ 67.20 Wh,t th.n . . would b, the vol- "qu;"men" to "bu Ud up" ,, ' Th>" e;lun,tes '" b,,,d up-
-Conductor ________ 67.'20 ume of visitors com In" into t he adequate stock of parts and on the local labor ntes and ~ .. ""tn get ,i-Uborers _________ 257.60 area if :1 promotionat effort in supplies over a year's opera· probable costs of repairs I.f the 

:he pos~ l-Clerk :-___________ 40.00 relation to the railroad to at. tion. (Initially this is not as railroad is initi31\'y pulin good 
l-Supervlsor ________ 100.00 tract the tourist was under . important as it may seem as the working condition. However , we 
10 ________ .. ________ $688 .aO taken? We believe the answer railroad .. Ind. rolling stock wo~ld believe the esti.~ate Ot 70 pass-
Coa-I ( ~4 ,.2 tQ ns at 8.0~) 196.60 is quite obvious. l be put lR first class operatIOn engers per day IS low and any M~tenal ~'nd Supplies and The operating cosiS [or the \ thTOUgh the initial investment increase in passenger traffic 
}!mor Repairs ________ 200.00 first ' sum

mer 
of operation as I;nd heav~ ~aintenanee should w?uld increase the .reven~e 

Insurance ___________ 39.20 outlined calls for ten cperatine: not be a slgmflcant problem for without. a corr~spondmg m· 
Food ________________ ' 130.00 personnel at the going local three or four years.) !crease m operatmg cost. 
. TOTAL $1,254.00 rates for this type of employ. The insuran(;e nas neen com· \ It should 'LIe maGe very clear 

ksd.I wcold be Less: Income ment. These costs have been pUled on the basis of .0 ~-2c that this committee or other 
rl)r a few 70 persons per day @ $3.00 converted to a 7.day work week ver person per engine mile. proponents of this project do 

pe r person .J________ 1,470.00 (56 hours) '" and based on an This is probably . high but an not advocate its purchase at 
,Wiy fl)r th,. flre- fI.'ET $ 216.00 initial summer's operation of 30 experienc.e rating will have to Ithe 

expense of. other wor~b-
.0,""«1 to th, P<llnl _m ........................... weeks (April lhrough October), b! es" bl~hed om 'ort'."r two while c.nse,,,"on or to~'."t 
"' .... «1 , .. ) '" . up- me t )(, bow.ver a ski ,lop' is ,dd.d yms .op."uon- . ,t""l>ons. bul. unless POS.Jwe 

, And "'" th, 1.", fh. :w,~~n"~. The "lue to '\Ie w;riter ' months will p,ov;d, Th. cosl of food is b,sed up- ! "Hon ;, uken. and take. 
no,eo" tJ»' 'Om. ""h dl",,'y I' ow."f"" nol add.Jio",1 revonu" w;th 00'- on the p",ent cost .f peep"a' quiCkly the sule w,n M long~r .~"'h" " .. Iii< '''rifi, "Iue the ',,~;~f~'t ~n ldtob t~e ",pondin, addi"o",l co",. Hon in volum., This cost w" h"e ,u,h ,n ,tt"ctio

n 

",,1· 
I ,...-t lot Ihe othf:r day. the .tate and I W u e Q Each engIne lr i'p from cassto jestablished by the experience ' able to it . . whereas other na-

wQ t.1J.~tr ""01et., we're .ick program and ts d:;I~lopm~t ,Bald Knob requjre s 3 1·2 tons lor the present logging cperatio
n 

!Ural altractlOns.ean .be deferr:;: llludr~ 'Jf tb~ .".eatb~r and IIUacbed' lIum:e ;ev~ ill ~ \Of coal at an estimated bulk in pre'paring for 60·}20 persons. without a loss m elther .cUr 
,-: .,100';"':"""'''. 10 lb. ,0",' would c.;'7:,lyO I1V: t~ pu,dlase pri.e or ",',00 poe The Jocome I, based upon ,n ,,'oe or polelllW, 

owners Ito fair return on their -
..... ".. lAttera j inv .... ment, .~d Its vatue to the 

Ont- ",. ',r'n'I~ oi .tate. at the s uuolted COlts, 
I , •.. 'If' I "\ ('vpry pub· c. nnot he e&lIu red In cold 

, t:" "'1 r' II-I' .. W<lYI read J. dollars and cents only. 
•• • 5, 51 tp 'bc ~ .. , , -or , 6ULwhIlL.§ijQulcUd~o be i2!!:. 



It'" ", ..... ,. 
"". a t • I"" U"' t\(\ 

.... .nd :.tuW'''' .,,11 "...,...l" t,l(l 00 
!,p ~ 

J.~' 

,:\\' 00 
$1.J:\" UO 

'filii Ihel \(1\11'.' \\11 . ul\th lr · 11I'1"" """"~'" IlIhn' \\'ft t\,,'hw~ ,\I f! IInl \Hl r I'i'lliroal\ [)1I11 r nl ii~'\a ".i'~~k. ;O~;i~~';;i\:"'. _.; ..... _ ... . ~" ......... - .. 
1I,lt

illtl
' tll",hn'. . , 11(1 IHIl ' n rlnll CiRRI! npcrl'Uon c n e,~b \.h. IlI\lmll\e of 71) p .... 

\!I\I "IINIi1lUlI. fO r.U IIlr 1\11' \throu}th lh" \n\U~1 Invutmllnt In~~Il:~(:~nd:'Y b IO'N and ).oy 
IIr_' _Ul1\1lW I' of .... \\e'.l\\\\HI Il' [,nd \I (HlVY llHI\ntennl\Ce 11l1oU\I\ would !nerl! paaM!o\l.IlT tnme 
nuthl\NI t'all .~ for 11'1l qwrntll\l.! not he l\ II lgnHlClint problem for wllllou\,' allil the revt:nue l\I'r~Cltlll(>1 til the ~Olnll 10('[11 tll1'ee 01' fOl)r years.) crease ,: o;:::"IPondln'l. \0' 
ralt' .• fM \ h 15 1)'1)(\ of employ- T he instlrtu\!:e mill neen com· \ It. IIhoul(1 . n& con. 
mr ll t Th('~l' costS lI u"(' Ql'cn ,mtnd on the hasls of .0 \ ·2c that \.hls c~~:~~: ver)' cleat 
l'olwc.rlNI t~ n 7-dny wOl'k week ,l),er person per engi ne mUe. propoMnts of thl'C p~~)e~{h~~ 
{Sf, hour!!) I\ nd based on 1m I his ~s pro\)a~ly. hl?h but an nol advocate its purchase t 
Init;n\ summer' s operation of 30 expenellc.e rattng will have to \ the expense of other w ort~-

.' . . weeks (,\~r\l through October). be estabhshed over 'o"e or two while "nsemt\on or tou,ist 
~ 4 ' u • ." 4' 4 - H. however, a ski slope is added years .operation. .'. attractions, but, unless "pJ)sitive 

""!. o.,nt'f"!' Tbe \'~lue 10 the wiriter months will provide The cost of rood is based up- action is taken, and taken 
.0'"- hO"''''''. IS 110t additional ,"venues "'th cor· on the present cost of p<cpara· \qUiCklY ·the slale will no longer ,~ ,0 proporlto

n 
10 the responding ,adiUon,1 costs. Uon in volume. ~his cost was I have SUCh an attraction avail· 

","""1 
br liD IftfO=c

!'O pentUU Off 
. '300 
1,-17000 

$ ~16.oo :-;1:T 

"" .. lh .... Ilro.d would be to Each englOB tri p from e,,, to estabhshed by Ihe expe
nence 

abte to ,t, whereas other na· 

'ue\ proiTI
lll

. :lOd we belie\': .l~e 1of coal at an estimated bulk in preparing for 60-120 persons. Without a loss 1~1 either direct 
,nd "to<beO summnry of Illlllal purchase price of $8.00 per ~he income is based upon an vatue or potent"l. 

tbe (OS1s ... ·ould certainly give the 
c-.atI'S a fair return on their - ~ .RUW!i M' . 
",,'stmen\, and hs v,lue 10 the : _.AL .• _ 
.. u.te. at t.hese Suggested costs. 

e~;Nb- ~a1lnot be measured in cold 
~p ~ 111 d",ll.an .and ec.nlS I)nly. -

TN tit""" 

JACQUEl.\N£ REED 
.IW r.l/IJt~r " sue wh:U sbould ;lJso be con 

_ ~ ... id~t'fXf by the State III cstab· 
s..rd CNl1 lUbmg II ,-aWe would be the 
'billT, d .:s-- num~r of per.>ons to be em
:rc.Wf, ployed, and the aid to small 

&*a:-d Joc:21 businessmen such""'l-s hotel 
,3 makt owners, service stations. rest

o! tau mOl-t IUI"3nts. stores and the like. Of 
"oj!' un :'..-0 course. any aid lO')~usin ess s~Ch 

f ccn«:.ion as lhese have a Olrect relatIOn
.. tlo is tna--rJ ship to t he economy of th.e 
",~r.aJ c.hef. Stale which would be derived 

(he ,~{JrJ1iJ1{l Si4e 

d 

t C(lmes to In the form of Consumers' Tax, 
Business and Occupation Tax, 
gasoline tax, hunting and fish
mg fees and the like. 

The State of West. Vi r ginia 
hn at its disposal in the area 
of the Cass railroad the her it-
2Re~ which have been t,he t rade
mark of West Virginia in t.\1e 
pa!>t and also those 'that are 
playing CVl Important part In 
the future of the state. The 
hpTI\age of the past-an 1680 
mor1t 1 Jilcanl 

t~H'1 

of the 
Jlit! 

~ 

I 
I .. 



ioU , .... "" "" .. ,,,,I 
h~t,,1 ..... 

••• Ulr . " 
niSI ..... l \.Iel'l 

_ __ t't't .,.J"UI'III 
C"C"MtCtlI'I\ "I U,<" 

• 2Uc'lI • ."d bf. dt'rh rd 
~ ro:= 01 eOAlumt~' Tn. 

-'"::!wb ~ o..::f~- ,ti,~n Tax, 
t . > and fish· 

tw : ;"t 
r oI W«:5: \"irgini3 

f 4!spcu1 in the aren 
Cau r.u1ro.J.d the hent· 

-tUch ha\"f' ~n the trade· 
of Wf"~: \';rginia in the 

Jnd. .uso those that are 
~ ~ important part in 

fDlure of the stale. The 
:-:.,tzge of the past-an 1880 

eM:d f'f1lT1 rt)Comolivc lum· 
~t'.:' "Up t~e !ide of" n -mOlin
~ tv a JK;lk. un~uilled in 
~ by ·1IIlY' raUrQ'ad. in the 

,M.~ ~ilea s,t.ife~A,..n~ jus.! 
- -a £loFt fu'e' niifes-:-~rt)Jfi ' 'the 

'..ar.mg point of the railroad is 
r heritage of the future

the ~alional Rad io Ast ronomy 
Obien:a.tory at Green Sank, and 
only fony·live miles away the 
:;a\'al Research Observatory at 
Sugar Grove. Both these in· 
ltitutions are so aware of the 
responsibililles they have to the 
visit.or that each is planning 

e a "ute of re<:epli,on centers . ~o accom,?o, 

,./)'.1 d(ln'l mein -:i n an elevator and the 
2 bra%!11 ~~'-I! J .. ck other for Pontiacs where the 
lhat ehup s:uH twO power shovels ,have a dis· 

pu!1 lut of the cU5s1on of the car's fine points, 
IUt~.u am'Je_ Most TV commeFciais are dull 
Commerci.l. 2nd insane, apparen~lY a!med 

at a three-year-old mmd. Judg· 
undler'6 nomInation Ing from tM reacti(>n of our 
"veieH of the 1')~ Betsy_ Bl!t ,the two ' we have 
ommercials goes to mentioned might even sell chow 

Chang King chow meln and Poi'ltiacs, 

JACQUEUNE REED 

?:he fi;t(Jfltilt{f Side , , 
~- . 

0/ tlte 

}fill 
~ 

Only 140 Books Left 
.Hillbilly Bookshop, Richwood. W. Va. 



, Tourist's Prevue af a (ass Railroad Rida 
• f' ... e ear y dar. By IVlln N. HU T'l te r \ "rime \" \h - \ 

I Last summer. aHa we hiked the present centllt'!. . 
~p Hins Creek near Ri\\sboro If you haver:.'l been re. 

I In Pocahontas County and took l\th~ West Virginia Hmbdl 

\

some fine shots of the Fans might not know that f 
we thought that we had see~ Baum. a rail fan from PI 
~he ultimate point of interest in \Vania. came cown to In 
that section , of West Virginia . Capitol and talked to I 
But, how wrong we were. ~akers during the SPel 

\ Just this past weekend we- ISlon with such convmciI 
returned to Pocaho ntas C~unt\' manship that the men 
and found another amazing talking polines. long et 

, iacet of interest in this unique set up a SlleC\a\ 5ubc' 
county. lO investigate the pros 

The day that we found an· of his idea of bu}ing 

l
ather ex.citing ~ter in the road [or a tounst all .. 
story of' Pocahontas CountYwas , of the last steam ! 

las~ Saturday and the place was East of the Roc\des. 
Cass, a sman mountain village \ 
crowded by the Allegheny root· 
hills to a precarious perch on 
Ihe banks' of a turbulent river 
named Greenbrier. 

10 Decide $\ 

The subcommltleE 
coming Sunday at 
in Charleston to de 
what it will recom 
legislature when i l 

I was in Cass not to meet the January. ~ost of t 

friendly people or to admire members have i 
I the unequaled scenery or dr aw vately that the~ 
:fllO ~y lungs, the pure air of ~hat the state pUl 
the hill COUl'\ty . t was in Cass Ing stock of the 
:0 take a ride on a mountain Lumber Compa

r 

railroad and \\ hen we arrived mto a rail buffs 
in the community at eight in the The town of 
mornin~. the object of the ai· only industry 
{ection of just about even' raii sold at the au 
fan in the eastern part of the \Sembl

es 
one 0 nat ~on was puffing saucily on western ghost 

a sid. \rack, laktng on wa,.r, mother lod. pi 
.. ...... A~'\!umber Four" Bnd Narrow stre -------"--_ ..... boll~ 

Last 1rain From Cass 



5 Railroad Rida 
8V Iv.n N. Hu nt~ r I prime in the - early days of 

~Sl "ummH, :"\fter we hiked the present century. 
up 11 111 rec k near Hillsboro If you haven 't been read in<1' 
In P I,,'C!l hOlll S QUilty and too k \ th~ West Virginia Hillbilly YO~ 
.,. me n :le shots of the Falls. might not know that Russe:l 
\ \ e thought Ihat we had seen 8aum, a rail fan from Penn -\", 
'h I . , , . t' u {ImRie poi nt of interest in vam.a, came clown to the State 
It-nt seellon of West Virginia . Capitol and talked to the 11\\" 
But. how wrong we were. ; ~aker~ during the spec ial ~e3 . 

Jus t Ihis P3St weekend. we I S:lOn With such convincing sale3· 
rt'turned to Pocahontas Count" manship that the men pau sed 
~!'1d (ound another amazing ! talking politic~ long enough ti) 
l::Jcet of interest in this Ulliquaset. up ~ speclal subcommittee 
C'ounty. to investIgate the pros and cons 

The day that we iound an- of his idea of buying the ra E· 
oth.er e..'X,cilin a ~ter . in . th ~oad for a tourist .attraction one 
tory of' Pocahontas 'County':Was ! of the last

l 
stea~ shay line3 

last Saturday and the place was · J:;ast of t ne Rockies. 
Cass, a small mountain village 
crowded by Ihe Alleg·heny foot
hills to a precarious perch on 
he banks of a turbulent river 

Darned Greenbrie r. 

last Train F rom Cass 

To Dec'ide Sunday 

The subcommittee meets this 
coming Sunday at the Capilol 
in Charleston to decide on just 
what it wi ll recommend to the 
legislature when it convenes in. 
Ja,nuary: Most of the committee 
members have indicated prt
vate ly that they will advise 
that lhe sta te purchase the ro!l
ing s tock of the former Mower 
Lumber Company and turn it 
into a rail bu ffs paradise. 

( , .. s on Cass not to meet the 
!n -ndly people or to admi re 
the unequaled scenery or draw 
,to my lungs, the pure air of 
h h,lI count)' I was in Cass 

·0 L1 , • .1 ride on n mountain 
n to d ~nd "h n we arrived 

c commun,ty at eight in Ihe The town of Casso wit h :~S 
tn,; th. object of Ih af- only induslry shu t dowil and 

n o( JU t about ('very raii sold a t the auctioll block. ro-
ID I a t.·rn pan of Ihe s mbles Olle of those frOll ller 

p,,'/ln~ uucily on weslern ghost 10W"S after thd 
I kIn on "all', mot he r lode play d u , 

"nbi-r f'our" Dod I l'a rrolV Slreet' of whit e ~ ,I) 
" n Ind tn th tory houses, 1ll0"Y 'bf t h-m 

nd rr j.unty Ir now de crted • nd up Cor s,lo, 
t I II II' al b rll\!II 'S 10 Ihe time II hell 
on WIIlI.m Jrn· lumbl'r w kin and ol'\!r 1tl8 

• n,,'ollnl", r,mlllr Iii d In th~ bo nun' 
-pt.nilkt>r7 ralll,"unli 

::::. 
• 



" '.""lll'(1 1(1 l' cj(' " h O"r llll 1.-:\HlIltv I ' ;ll1rl rnunrl 1111(>1114" " ."'1nZltlH lalkl n g polUlcs loll K ('noul/." ' 
rlli"'1 !II 1,,\or', -I1\ 111 I h ll (I nl q ll~ !!c t U p Ii !! ]Jcc1:01 subcommltlee 
"U"". ,)' to jnvesllgate t.he rHOS and con~ 

,'h.' rillY rh nr wo ruuud n n . o f h ll Id e::. of huyin g the n:;' 

/

f.OHl/' .... x"ltll1l;1. clUlRl'\f . In-lh' " c)ll d f or n t ou rist aUr llcliOn ono 
£< I or:.' 0(> I>Ocll h .",lns C Ollnty WIIS or the l ast ' te nm shay line.!!. 
Id/l l Sn lun:Jn,)' Il n d the I) [ace was l'EMt of tbe R ocki es. 
("ll .MI. fl 1I m lil l nlOllntn ln vl11 .. gc • 
f' /'I'! w(/ccl hy t h o A ll eghellY foot - To Decide Sund.y 
hilts to II lu 'cc,:n l'iou s pO I'eh on • 
rh e h tl n!;: S of II Jurbule nt. !'lye r' n~c subcommittee meets lhl" 
Ilnnwd Greenbrier. ~omL l1 g Sunday at the Capitol 

I 111 C harle s ton to decide on ju<;,t 
LI'" TrIO;" From Cass wh~1. it will r(!commen d to the 

legls l~ tu rc w hen it convenes i.n. 
[ WflS In Cnss not to meet the J a,nu a ry _ Most of the commlltee 

rl"i('llclly people or to II d mirc members have indicated pr\· 
Ihe unequ:ded sce ne r y or dr nw vately that they will adviSB 
itlta my lungs, the pure air of ~h at the state purchase th e 'O!t· 
thl' hill CO lll1ty . I \\Ins i n Cass mg stock o( the fo r m er Mower 
:0 t~lk(! a ride on a moun ta in !--umbe r Company and turn it 
i'i1ill'ond [lnd when we !lrI'ived mto a r ail buff s paradise. 
in the communi ty !It eig ht in t he The low n o[ Casso with :t,i 
mo rnin~. t he object o f the a f- only indust ry shut down and 
fecllon of jus t abo ut every r aii sold a t the auct ion block. rl! ' 
fen in the easte rn parl of th ~ sembles one of those frontier 
notion was puffi ng saucily on weste rn ghost to wns after the 
a side \ rack . laking on waler. mother lode played out. 
She was "Number Four" and Narrow streets of white t-,\'() 

the years have been kind to the story houses, many 'or them 
litt le gal and her jaunty air now deserted and up for sale 
did not hint tha t she was a b -I • 

I v, oung lady when William Jen- ear WI ness to the time when. Ilumber was king and over 166 
nings Bryan was campaigning families lived in the booming 

\ 
for the presidency. community_ 

" Number Four" is a rare -
bi rd because to historians the I Old·tlmers bronzed by t hI) 
railroad, she' represents o~e of ,. many se~sons of log~ing !n _th e 
the last of the shay engines ,surroundmg mounta,ns Slt Idly 
that laughed at the steep hills on the porch of the bo~rded-up 
of West Vi rginia bac1e when the I company store ~nd ~Hh only 
lu b in d us try w a s in its the le ast .'Pr ompt in g WIll len o! m er the r oanng d ays In the pJ.st 

history of this l umber tow n_ of 
days when the big double-band 
mill sawed arou.nd the clock anlt 
when as many as eight o[ q .. e 
smoke belching shay engines 
went liP to the top of the high~ 
est mountains to bring down 
the logs that the skidders to\\'d 
on sky high cables from doge 
to ridge, of the "skidder boys" 
who tooted the steam whisi.le3 
to signal the hookers on the 
ot her side or- a deep valley sud 
whose vision w3s sometimas JJ. 
scured by low hanging cloud.5-

IMost of the young folks hl \-I! 
moved over to nearb)' Green· 
bank where they have (I)umi 
jobs 3. t the R~d io Astronomy 
CentPr In 3n unheard ot projl!ct 
of , orting slgnills from gal1\ltJ 
tn lhu oult'r fringes of SPh ':l!. 

ITurn to P... 10) 

I 

, 
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Save The Train! 
~E STATf CAN nuy A ~A'LROAD 

AtlD OTHU ST .... rfS PROVE iT FEASIBLE. 
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Save The Train! 
THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 

A ND O THE R STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE. 

West Virg in ia .has something that a lot of other 
st.,,, wou ld give a pu rty for a nd that ' s a bit of sure 
tour ist b~d t in t he form of a mountain and a railroad that 

chugs up it. 
The st ate of W es t Virg i., ia can have this railroad 

" th. owners don't want to get too rich on it , and if the 
".I'e·s represe nt a tives are convinced of its worth as a 
t OUrI" .ttr. d io n. 

Ther. is eve ry kind of interest in the idea. This 
...... r h .. hll rd from everybody and hi. brother and .11 
tIiYi"oly h_ th, l the road .nd its .te.m locomotive will 
_ be ,.Iogl tld to Ihe limbo of the .crap he.p. . • 

Hillbilly t. lI. Ihl .tory up to now this w .. k. It 
you I ""Wl Iccoun' of 'hI SundlY mll'ing of ,h. 

"'_ .. S.~.f. group. It ive. you pictures 'hat • Vlrgini. 
,. ' .... I, n look " ;Iv .. you a pep ta lk leller from 
~-'r1"""' Ru u.1I B,um who star ted Hillbilly out on 

""tII' th ,.,ilro.d . 
'."U ) •. th.r • leuy.nir of West VirQin· "'ct.,..... • tt ,. I .... rdnl' Remember ' Hillbilly 

I "" ... P".". tnle,p,l.e 10 do onl h.t 
...... .... I . . ... ., p.olo, . ,I 'y ond pride 

Leoislative Report 
This 
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Cl,-:: s' _ \!.Ietll VhOI"' :I ' ~ " r .. U.u.d AbovtT,,, " 

au r 
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• 

'IlrM I lonl( 

lKIlIsI.!~ re 
• ~ wat- ~he rc" 

with the I .... ~lIre 

n 'ulldilY (lC!\l~"':
rt'!i:f'd i11 ge~ · ir. ! 

t~...5 ~ort Of lhir.!! 10 :.:~e 

""'. ~~;lvt= promotion 
)" oreer ,ull ~Iand, of taking 

IWO :our ist rail roads in Penn
:he EJ;t Broad Top. which 

:hlS AuguU. was III constant com
ar;d mad~ man, triPS to t·he Tweet -

.b Carolina And the operator of the 
I!el.-r,d lnlo all the facet s of the 1'weetsie 

0\\ n ope ration . And it is 
th :'lr. Wilburn or 'the EBT 

bout (ass • ra ~ t: 
th:i . I (nund OU1 rr 0:& the T ;:e 

I . .' ". probabl:; 
several year' ago In helping ;!) ~C' , 

slarled. "Wl\h subsequent leips "llh th-
I rom t.h! T'.\·ee~~le :0 pu:-
f1"om :he EST at C05L 1 lhin1..; ' !'I' 

blo~somed and :hen tr!p" lr.d rll~""~!'"' 
'.he T\\ eetsie m:m ftna!ized f'1l2' I 

~l r. \V ilburn to conn!1ce ':-; P O·.·~t" ~ 

railroad, Kovalchick S2h'age co:.Cf?rr. 
Pittsburgh. to follow lhroueh with ,c.? 

, Mr . Wilburn was up until the line was onci,:. 
abandoned (track was never lorn up ,OJ" 
and ,still is the Operating \ 'ice-Pre»de"- . 
should go on a Sat. or Sun. and next wepi; .'. 
fi rst weekend in November) is the end for 
year. Yo u can also com pare the mullilt!c~ -
vantages the Cass outfit has over the EST :,-co 

(Turn to Pale 8) 
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p ll p tl l' h /u ,,"",'1;1 , .. ,, '" u ycryuot.y "',d hi, brothe r lind III' 
dlvl" e ly h ope Ih" t tho rOitd and it s I tc am locomotive will 
,101 b e ,." Iogalt,d to Ihl'l l imbo of the scrap he. . 

Hillbilly 11'1 11 5 the s tory up 10 Ih~ ' • 
now " w eek It 

91\1eJ Vo u 
1'1 news accOunl of th e Sunday m t' f . 

Hou •• ·Senll le group, It gives yo . 1 ee 109 0 the 
d I U P I C urer; 'hlll • V· .. 

,.,. 111'0 11 /In l oo k . II g ;y,,. you 'r9 " '1I1I 
I I .. pep tan. ' e ll e .. fro 

P en n SY ... <'tn an R uuc lr Bll u m who s t arted H ' I'b . , ", 
• I I I y out 0 .. 

the qu es t 10 '/'I ve the r a il road, 

Kee p t his issue as eit h e r /I souveni r of West Virgin . 

i ... ·s ba ckwardness or its fo rw<lrdn css. Re m e mber : Hill bil ly 

is asking the state or private e nte rp rise 10 d o on ly what 
o ther s lales h ave done to th e ir profit , g lory and p r ide. 

There she sta nds, idle. ready 
(or Ih e bioI\' torch , rcady for the 
srra fl he:",. An,'wa y you took a t 
it . it is sa d throwi ng ~wa~' a pas t 
t hai call he re·~re:tl cd to the 
slbil:lI1t "Olll1ri,; of :t SYlIlph onic 
ras h register. 

'a.... 11111 .. 1,.1" r~\('h~(I In thl" 
... hw ........ " dr'unt. bull «: .... 1" 
.f .. ,. .... ~ JllIlto t.r"n rut ,.... 

"'r .. , I,., ,. ,,- '« " .. lUI Iba" 
I • 

Legislative Report 
(F rnm The Charlesto n Gaxe tt e) 

i\iembers of a iegisi3tive com· 
mitl cc look a preliminary slep 
here Sunday toward possible 
purchase of n lofty little rail· 
road wit,h its side at.lraction or 
an underground waterfall said 
to be higher than Niaga ra Fa lls. 

The rail road step was taken 
by four members of the Joi nt 
Commiltee on Government and 
Finllllce. They authorized Leg· 
isJalive Aud itor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
Comm iss ion 011 the wisdom o[ 
purchasing the Mower Lumber 
Co. railroad at Cass, Pocahon· 
l.:'Is County. 

The co-mmission would have 
chn rge of the rail road as a 
uniq ue scenic attraction for 
tourists in the even t of pur· 
chage by the state. 

Tentative offers totaling a 
maximum of $284,11 0 were 
quoted to the committee by 
I\oon tz. The sum represents lhe 
purchase price for 13 miles of 
rail road, an extensive land area. 
an old diamond s tack locomo· 
live and ce rt ai n additional 
equipment. ind ud ing flat. cars. 

The offe rs were made by 
representatives of at leas t three 
prinCipal owners who would be 
involved in the deal. They are 
Midwest Steel Corp.. Mower 
Lumber Co. :md DOll Mower 
Lumber Co. 

lt WIIS learned also that a 
prlvntl' Investor , ide ntified only 
OS • friendly "southern bank-

(Turn I. P.,. 14) 
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you around the lw:'l 
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opened up this .-\ ugU5tl 
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EBT dt'l ved into all the 
before starting hig 
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'Save The Train! 

• 

THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 

AND OTHER STATE S PROV E IT FEASIBLE. 

Ylest Virginia ,has 50methfng that II lot of other 
statu would give II pu-,ty for and that's II bit of sure too"" bait in the form of II mou ntain and II railroad that 

chug. up -it. I 

The .t.t. of West Virgil'l ia clln have this railroad 
if the owners don't want to get too rich on it, and if the 
.. at.', r.pr ... nt.tive. are convinced of its' worth as ·" 

.tDuri,1 
CC 

the idea. This 
.f\CIf .n " 

,;,HI 

• I 
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e The Train! 
c A RA I ROAD 

T T PROV IT FEASIBLE . 

h l som thing that a lot of other 
• • purty for and that's a bil of sure 

form 01 • mountain and a railroad that 

.. ' Vi(Qini 

uld g' 
.,1 ,n Ih 

P ,I. 
T ,1.1 of Wul Virginia can have this railroad 
_ "don' ",ani to get too rich on' it, and if the 

rep, ... n"Ii"., are convinced of its worth as a 

• ,.elton . 
.... ry kind of inter •• t in the idea. This 

hom .~ .nd ~ bftther .nd. all 

~ ' •• , the road ai.i(j aIe4JP ~t/Y • 
.. the u..- of the ICrep .... p.. . • . ," , 
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P o n ,,..y l v3 nI LUl Ru •• a ll UtlurT'l W !lg SH I.ITI U U ,...,IIIUIiIY OUt on 

!he quo. ' to . nvo th o rt'l ilrond. 
Kee p thi s iu u a lU e ithe r" souvenir 0 ' W est Vir9in~ 

I ~ b"ckw,.rd" OIJ o r it. forwt'lrdnou. Re m e mbe r: Hillbilly 
Is As k in Iho , ti'l o or privlIt o o ntorpri se to do only what 
olhgr "n IOS h nv do n o to the ir profit , glory and pride. 

err she s t:mds. idle. rea.dy 
for 'ht blow lorch, re.1.dy for the 

np hNp. "\ nyw~y you look at 
JC It If d throwin, :\wny a past 
UUI C1n Ix: re-crea ted to the 

blbtlt unds of a symphonic 
c..ull recLJter. 

legislalive Report 
(From The Charle ston Gazette) 

Members of a legislative com~ 
millee look a preliminary step 
here Sunday toward possible 
purchase of a lofty little rail
road with its side attraction of 
an underground waterfall said 
Lo be higher than Niagara Falls. 

The railroad step was taken 
by four -members of the Joint 
CommHtee on Government and 
Finance. They authorized Leg
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
C<>mmission on the wisdom of 
pu rchasing the Mower Lumber 
Co. railroad at Cass, Pocahon
tas County. 

The commi-s ion would have 
charge of the railroad as a 
uniqlie scenic attraction for 
ourists in the event of pur-

chase by the state. 
Tentative offers totaling a 

maximum of 284.110 were 
quoted to the commitlee by 
Koontz. The sum represent the 
purchase price for 13 miles oi 
railroad. nn extensi\'e land area. 
nn old diamond tack locoma
tlv and certain ddlti n. I 
qllipm 'nt. in Iding fI cars_ 

'1'he 0(( 'r. \\ 're mad;: by 
I"t pr'~"I\nt. ttnS r J l~ ... t l}tri ~ 
prtndl'.11 \\ n~ 1'$ wh \\ uld 
II\\' h,,\ III tit, <I, I Ttl Y ,re 
~h,1 It t '\~d " rp, . f II r 
l oUt Ib r n,1 ~ I \ r 
I mlbc'r • I. 
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In ! _ 1\1,'0..' V'I'D!"':'. 11 . ..0 ,' T.llt ~d Abov-t T, • • n 

• • aum rites gain bout (ass ra 
fp(clu: 

ure 
rt!s~ 

u1lh the legislature 
on 'sundlY. October 

'pd in g~t1In~ 

n o{ thing to use 
u.e, ~~r promotion 

un 'lands of taking 
ri~ railroads In Penn· 
I Broad Top. which 

I, "a l in constant com· 
.ma4" marlY triPS to the Tweet· . ..... .:- - . 

• '. 

,\nd Ihe operator of the' 
faceU of the Tweetsie 

n operation. And it is 
~l r. Wilburn oi the EST 

tb:ll I found out m)" iolo on Ibe Twec~ 

I \\ as probably in$:rumental her~ .' 
several years ago LD helping to ;:e: the Id~l 
.tnned ..... \·'th subsequent trips with til. IDn 

from the Tweetsie to purchaie eq~';lI,. 

from the EBT at cost. I think the idea ::n 
blossomed and then trips and discuss:cn, .... 
the Tweetsie ma n finalized the decis!J:l ~. 

Mr. Wil burn to convince the o\\"~e~s 0: : .... 
railroad. Kovalchick Sah'age concern "".' 
Pittsburgh. to follow tlrrough with the i~· ' . 

, Mr. Wilburn was up until the line was officill:. 
abandoned (track was never torn up thou~ :' 

and ,still is the Operating Vice-President. , .' > 

should go on a Sat. or Sun. , and next week (!h~ 
first weekend in November) is the ena for C,~ 
year. You can also compare the multitude ~d· 
vantages the Cass .outfit has QVer the ~BT iUl,d 

(Turn to Pa, . 8) 



Dt.t ~ ea1l thb "claw_ 
bre'" ..... t.be old eoal-b.mer Is 
aan da.m,- up Cheat. 

()N If._ ... IIbltkcl , Tbbl II up 
.. -. n ' .... lis ..na attne 
c-. 

PAGe liGHT , o 
RUSSELC BAUM MAKES PLEA 

the Railroadl ~'i': ~ 
, . 

FOR i'EASTERN" PRESERVATION 

F rom P.lge 1 
the Strasburg. There is not even a close com
parison on this score. The neg.Hive point, of 
course, Is location. But I'd like Mr. Wilburn 
10 tel! you about Ihe amount or lack of I 
should say, local t rade. It's mostly long dis
ta nce fraUic. The EBT is located at Orbison
ia,. Pa., and the Strasburg at St rasburg. If you 
fly I'd be will ing to meet you at Harrisburg 
and if you drive, either in Sunbury o r Orbis
... "a. 

I think one of the gre~ appeals in any 
~e\\ispa per drh'e is partly senllmental. I talk
ed about it on ou r trip. I avoided it during 
the legislature talk on purpose. But to reiter
ate the appeal to me is this, Whereas we've 
set aside Mountain tops. forests galore, 
streams and valleys, rocks and monuments 
as national and state parks - very little has 
been done to preserve the most cherished her, 
itage of all - our human her itage, 

-And where is the preponderance of hu
man heritage? It 's in the East. The Pennsyl
vania Grand Canyon tnes to emulate the 
Grand C'anyon of the Colorado. The Great 
Smokies and the Hills of West Virginia ' ry 
to be eastern pretenders to the Rockies. But 
no matter how hard we try the )tonongahela 
National Foresf will never compare with the 
forest of Sequoia National Park with its tov.'
ering 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam
eter. 

Wan' to Be Som.thing Els. 

There is no tree in the Allegheny fo r
elt that would give 700,000 board reet of 
lumber. Tbere is n.1 canyon in the ~Sl quite 
l1ke YosemUe--TaUulatl Gorge In Geoflia 
comes doseat, 3000 miles behind . And tbere 
Is no all around park like YeUO'o'o'stone, And 
there Is no grandeur in the world qUite like 

the '~ost of salvage ra il at about $ 1.50 to $2.00 
per foot. And the mor e .. o[ these places we
add, the more attractive a travel package \.he 
East wllJ be - or for that matter keeping 1 
pe rpetual West bound tourist East (like },ne). 

let's Pruerve the en. 

-~- p.~~1 "~ . ,. .. 

lila .- ."""~ . 
As an aside - if at this time I could 

land an attractive job in the West I'd do so, 
I love to travel - and that is becOffJing the 
American pastime-and will continue to do so . 
And wtth places like l1~e proposed Cass layout 
I'll have no need to be out West to be steeped 

S n. k e ........ Uuc\.,. "'.lllS hl~ 
day on n,,, e ,n pUH, lils 
IInl~h ed on June:O, 11e 
v"'uab' e "'.n II pu, to """ 
'ake. the tourist. for • ride_ 

in the beauty of America. I'll be able to do it 
at home, And yes, we do have some of these 
things here. such as WilliamSburg, Hopewell 
Furnace (an Iron furnace Nat'l Park In Pa,) 
along with scores of military parks like Get
tysburg, which memorialize and perpetuate 
wounds or the past with hunks of stone strewn 
over the landscape. 

Let's face it: We've come short of pre
serving the glory of our East. At Cass we can 
combine the serene beauty of the East in Its 
fi nest with the t ransportation mode'that made 
America - the Railroad, 

And showing steam in its finest hour, 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, is 
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts 
of men for time to come; the personal and 
rcnnantic throbbing of a $learn engine along 
with its plaintive wait 

111_ plctuletl we.re made bJ 
Mr, and Mrs. Wm, P.. BalreU, J,." 
01 Arlln(tOn, Vlr,lnJ., two II' 
lo.ert: Who come, 01 dill C_ .. . _ . 
West Vlr .. lnla t.o wouhl, ... ~ 
a/C., 01 th' "ut rod SteuIL ~ 
hi No. 4 Sh'T at • ChMt ..... 
.Cop, 

.. In l?..--lD..O.kiruc.a l .Mount McKinley (called )11. DenaU 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize tome reason to take his son for a 
last look and a return look for !lat matter? 
You talked on the trip about the West tapila
l.i.%inl on the Cowboy, How about Pau; BUrly.1I 
and the Lumberjacfu" Were they lIot . s col
orlw" Who doeso't UN Iu.mber? .And wbo 
doesn't lb.rU1 to the thought. en a rugged lum, 
bujack deep in the woods calling out in reson
ant toncs _ "'TImberr'''! Ho ... ; many peop\e 
have gone through an honest to goodness saw 

'........ • ... NVI 

=--



010II , ... nc- "'UtH.. ..... t.. I~ up 
_ .a. .,.''''' .... 11n abCIH~ ,-
• 

--
r'- ,-J -

/.. _lr!." 
/. " -.--..3 _ _ ~~ ..... ~ 

, . ~'f~-
" 

~~-"- " ~~ ·~i 

T1t.b mID -u bpjll In 19%1, re 
JIbdrlt _ th.al bumecL WlIbllly 
tcot& W-t this alII mil l slIlIuldn ', 
C.. IkaI. .s-u tbe yean It ... 111 
.,.y dM GaU a pretty penny .... a 
~ ., the past. A locger's 
.-.x1lHll (_Id be p m e.red h ere. 

. , 

..-' -._-- .-. wr """" ... " ..... - .. ~. 
,"II "h,"" II Ih~ I I't' IWlld(lrlLll~'" or hu· 

man to"rll.AtI~ Wi 1'1 ,h., l':~"t '1'1\11 PlIlllI'y" 
,Anla ,;untl (""I)'em Ir'('I 10 e11lul/lle IhO 
tor and (',1n\llIl llf till' ('oh.rndo, The GreAt 
$11"~'Ui" .nd .he Ilfll$ of We).. Virginia 'ry 
hi tk' t'AM ... rn ,H'Clt'no('fS 10 thl' nucklos. But 
no Illllltl'r hOIl hurd we If)' Ihe .Monongahc\n 
:-.I.Uonnl ~~n r(' ~ t will ncver ('01111)lI ro wllh Ihe 
rorE-lOt of Sequoia Nlltionlll Pllrk with Its lOw, 
~ring 300 foot gianlS up 10 40 feel in diam· 

t"tt' r. 

• e rvLng UI(1 gLory of our ~;lIat. 1\\ Call '110 c~n 
i:omhLue tJlI.l lIorene h t.l IlU~Y or the ~:IIS\ In ltl 
flUClil wIth the transportation mot!(!"that made 
Amerlcn - the ltaUro:ld. 

Want to 8e Something Else 

Th ere is no trcc in the Allegheny for· 
est that would gi",e 700,000 board feet of 
lumber. There is n.) canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite-Tallula·h Gorge in Georgia 
comes closest, 3000 miles behind. And there 
Is no all around p3rk like Yellowstone. And 
there is no gr:lndeur in the world quite like 
looking:lt Mount J\l c l( inl cy (called Mt. Denali 
by natives and the Indians) towering 16,000 
feet (rom base level and 20,300 reet from sea 
level. Watching il as I did , (Tom w~here I work· 
ed, 150 air miles away at dusk was an awe 
inspiring sight I can never forget. And with 
the help of,.. two large photo murals 1 took, 1 

nevel" shall. 
, ,Can the East top that? Yes, it can. Not 

bv t ryin.g .to match that which makes the 
West great , not by matching mountain peak 
fo r mountain peak; but by presE rving that 
which made America great, by preserving 
that whieh the East in our history books is 

noted for-its human heritage. 

And ShOwIng steam In Ils [lnest hour, 
(I symbol of a passing century of traditIon, Is 
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts 
o'f men for time to come; lhe personal and 
ramantic throbbing or a steam engine along 
with its plaintive waiH 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize some reason to lake his son {or a 
last look and a return look for that -matter? 
You talked on the trip about the West capita· 
lizing on the Cowboy. How about Paui Bunya n 
and the Lumberjacks? Were they not as col· 
orful? Who doesn"t use lumber? And who 
doesn't thrill to the thought of a rugged lurn· 
berjack deep in th .. woodS calling 0\\\ \ n reSOn· 
ant tones _ ··TLmberr""! How many I)COI)\e 
have gone through an honest to goodness s aw 

Th~ vlelures "'HI: mMI: by 
Mr. and Mn. Wm, It Ban~u.. Jr, 
of Arllncton, Vlr,Lnla, two tnJD 
loy_ who eomt, or did e.lme. to 
West VLr,lnla to worship at. thlP; 
alt.a, of the "n.t rod g Leam. Tbhl 
Is No. 4 Shay Ilt Il Cheat walu 
stop. 

mill? 
Last year .. ln Longview. Washington , 1 

went lhrough the Weyerhauser Mill. There 
were 25 in our party. Tours were hourly every 
,day of t.be week. Absurd? No! tn a large Cen· 
ter of population-no. Just a pure genuine in
terest in our human heritage-lumbering. And 
remember, this is just to see a mill operate. 
There's no ride involved. No scenery to see, 
It's not next to anything else of interest. 
There's no timbering to watch. It 's just to 
look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much . . , 

Last emptlu "lImll frOlD \he 
Cheat woodS. \l's the \:&5t ci3y 0.1 a 
aldy year Ipan. Wtl t " Vir,Wa 
a dd 160 to U.s unemployed. 

C ly"'" Oal , .... " b.Uo¥_ ... • ... 
, .0" U .. , h Ula. T"'-' ,. uuly • ,...... 
So .... . , W"", \'b' ..... •• • ...,... ,. .... 

..... .. ... ....... crIIDIIHtI. _,.. .... _ . .. , Ua-. ... _ .. ....,wt..~w_"" 
".... ... -..... .. w_ YIrJbda, 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
In the East wit h a cutain unusual sylvan beau· 
ty to s et them apart from those of the West, but 
it's not a dynamic beauty as with the West 
And it's not going to draw people {rom the 
Midw est East when ir s just about as easy 
(or them to travel w ('St. But it's a corobina· 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our r ich human heritage that 
wUl draw people to the East . Why do people 
go \0 Europe? Certaiul)' not to listen to peo
ple speak a language they can·t understand 
or \0 Me "scenery we can surpass several tilDes 

My falher·in·law travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what - Just 
to see the remains of old iron furnaces. And 
there are crowds at the developed places like 
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet 
there's nothing operating at these places. All 
there is are guides, pamphleU and restored 
and 'reconstructed remains. So, plus these 
t hree vitally interesting facets of our heritage 
we have added at Cass I perenn.lal favorite
• eave; and of course lbe not to be forgotten 
be r luge of our future-tbe National Radio 
A,suooomy ObServatory at Green Bank, ~
Hev. me tbere'S • Gold Mine In Them nar 
B1l1J; and it'. not iD CalifornJa. 

_ .. ' , -- ..... ....... 
~ .. --- ............... . over ill our own block-yard. Nor fo r tbe op

~ bI' spendlng the $500 round-trip air
........... n '. the bumaJI berit&&e in £urope 

pyraw ids. tblll take -., ..... 
ADd you earl continue to .uk me Jor 

aD7 poaib1e (UJ""lber belp I may &!.,e J waat 
notblDl more out crt It thaD Ole feelUl& that • __ a pod ause" aad the 



...-......... 111ft ""'" 

I ........ - ...... ...-..·~ 
I~ dIM ..... - --..." ,... ..... _ u... ~ II .-tli 

~ .. _......w . ................. '-' 
~"l""'" , .... ~ --- ........ ,~ '"'"" 
" 

"hIu'l a a.r loader, c.blldre D. 
F...- ,... ~ D_. Bat there 
.... _ a d..a,. _hen , oa won't. 
r .... u. .uk . 1 West \ 'Irpnla, 
.. tu ~_en. !U\'e !.be wis
.-- '- prma'Te Lbb rich herltace. 

'''""J W.! .. ,,-i"i II., frlTiI (rpm \\'tii'rll I worl{· 
f'd. 1:10 .It "1114" .101.,)" •• d",k WI. an . we 
itlAJ',nn, Ii,hl I \'1111 nf'\'t'T rorat!t And with 
thfo bc-lr Mo., I\OIJ larat' l)hOln muralJ I look, I 
nt\'C'r ,t.h_n 

~n tht! EllSl top I.hal! Yes, It can. Nol 
t" trying to rn.lC:h thai which makes the 
W(,Jt g~M. not by mllU:hlng mountain peak 
(or ftlounUln puk: but by prese rving that 
which made Amerlcn great, by preservi ng 
,hat which tbe Eas t in our history books is 
nolNt for-its human heritage. 

True we have beautiful rorests and hills 
in the E:asl with a c.'!rt3in unusual sylvan beau
ty to set them :apar t from those of the West, ,but 
it's not a dynamic beauty as with the West. 
And it's not going to draw people .from ~he 
Midwest Eas t when it's just about as easy 
fo r them 10 travel West. But U's a combina
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our r ich human heritage that 
will draw p:eople to the East. Why do people 
go to Europe? Certaiuly not to listen to peo· 
pie speak a language they can 't understand 
or to see scenery we can su rpass several times 
over in our own backya rd, Nor for tbe op· 
portu nity b f spend ing the $500 round-trip air· 
plane fare . It 's t,he human her itage in Europe ' 
-tbe m~seums colosseums, pyramids, that take 
people there. One note-a local frie nd of mine 
in the junk business advises me that the max· 
imum the line should be worth is S7500 a 
mile deli vered in Pittsburgh if the rail is 'fe· 
saleable and S5000 if of only scrap value. Also 
he says that to lay trac k new would cost-la-

bor S10 per foot and S2,000 for s .... ;tches plus 

wellt through th-;' We)';rha .. ;aer Mill. - n;rl! 
were 2n In Oll r Pllrt)' , Tours were hourly every 

,d:ay of th~ week, Ahsurd? No! In a large cen. 
ter of populallon-no, Just a pu re genuine in. 
terest In our hUman herllage-lumbering. And 
rcmem'ber, thll Is just to sec a mlll operate. 
There's no ride Involved. No scenery to see. 
It 's not next to anything else o[ interest. 
There's no timbering to walch. It's just to 
look at a saw mlll. 

We Hne So Much, • • 

My rather-in-Iaw travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what _ just 
to see the remains of old iron fUrnaces. And 
there are crowds at the developed places like 
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet 
there's nothing operating at these places. All 
there is are guides, pamphlets and restored 
and :reconstructed remains. So, plus these 
three vitalJy interesting facets of our heritage 
we have added at Cass a perennial favorite
a cave; and of course the not to be forgotten 
her itage of our future-the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank, Be· 
lieve me there's a Gold ~Une in Them Thar 
Hills and it's not in California. 

And you can continue to ask me for 
any possible further help I may give. I want 
nothing more out of It than the feeling that 
I've done something for a good cause" and the 
sel1·satisfaction that that gives and U1e know
ledge that future generations and mYlieU will 
have places to go in the East in quest for -rich 
vacalion spots, 

Russ Baum 

W l ~m IJI.IO!II ~. tr01ll U. 
Chut _.od .. U', tbe laM .. ,. ... 
.I:r.L,. ,.ear ........ Wen VIrPni. 
a.dd 1st I.e It. "_mlll.nod, 

Clyde GaltOTd brln,. ill _DOd. 
from ~h e hills. This I, b"l ,. .. plc 
lo 'r e of West Vlr,lnla'. , 1CM"lo\U 
put. 

'n,r ... ebM-daoo eollltil Mj1t bit. 
., ..." _ die k'rd bet_eea. lbe 
-. ~-... ea' &be .we .t 
...... Gia&.- c. .... 

People, who are deeply interested in the fate of the (ass railroad have been 
asking me if il is maybe possible 10 have a mass meeting somewhere in 

in the stale. Any suggestions along Ihis line from readersl 



~ ---:-:":"-- .... 

t-IO"~",,&'C.'il ''' ' \ 'Je,Q 

Moul\\.aln \a tne W9 Q\. ~ 
Knob, w'f\\ch nu 1. t.":P<l~ 
elevation of 40,&;', leet-1U5t. 
tnree feet \~!S t'h<o.n 'Sovrute 
Knob m Pend\e\.0n Coum.'1 
b.lghes1. ?Olnt in tne SU\.f:.. • 

Proponen\s CI{ the purebase 
say \.nat the steep, n"d-s"~'J\e 
nl\road. With the 0\0. Gia'!n<rl'.d. 
stack steam locomotl.ve. ca~ab\1! 
or laboring up ... he scenic. coun 
ttj"side, 'Plus. Cas;; t:avern, 1101 
sure-fire tou.lst aUrac\l.oru.. 

The under~round watert 
said to he about 't,\lO teet hl 
is wit,hin the cavern near 

\Ta11roao. . 

THEY BEEN WORKIN" ON DE RAILROAD 
If West Virginia buys the railroad l at Cass, "and thus fills its . coffers with tourist 

dollars these men who m~t on the inspJction trip two weeks ago. They are: (si tting left to 
right) J . C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, iand Harry Pauley. Standing: Don Crislip, Ted 
Riffe, Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. L. Reed, Carl Geiner, 
C. H. Koontz, Don ' Mower, WaTd 'M: Dawson~ ST.,-Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, and Herb ': o:: hup· 

b.ch. I 

Cass Train Report 
(From p.ae 1) 

.00." ••• ··c.,¢ •• t¢ t., t.,. "".,""""""". ·ioo I 
. ONLY RAILROAD ' 

NOT M£:RGING 
8et ... ~tm s~:::o;.:" -s of two 

c - m 'n i l!'&es Sun
•• nlro'" .nd .... 

er," is interested in buying the 
railroad if the state decides a
gainst making the purchase: 
His reported offer is abcMf ~ - -
*75.000. .. l z" l .... 

R . • 
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THE Y B EEN WORKIN ' ON DE RAILROAD 

If w •• , V i",! n !'" b uy' I~. r llil ro/ld li t CIIU, a nd thvs flll . i tt coHen w ith touri,t 
,,,,rs ,hel" m e n w h o m 6 t on the I n J P~ctiol1 trip t w o weo k. "go. They are : (si tl ing lett 10 
hU J. C. Crvicklhlt Mk. Jim Co m s tock , lind Harry Paule y . Standing: Don Cris li p, T~d 
"., Ca d FrIlSY"_, Dick Bowman, P. F. Lo ng, Robe rt Jllcoh50n , A . L. Reed, Carl Gri ner. 
H t(oon" 1 Don Mow. ". Ward M. Dawson, Sr .• Mr. Yoki, T , G. Matney. and Herb ':~h up. 

~ . 

Cass Train Report "~~':~";~~':~~;;_'N "'; 
(From Paoe 1) NOT M£:RGI NG i 

er," is interested in buying the B.t'·· .. ~l~ s~:-:o>-s of two !i , 
railroad if the state decides .o.· I. ~ isl .. . iye c -mmi1tees Sun· t 1 
gainst making the purchase: • ...,.. -', iflting sanl ton and 
His reported offer is about! . aelag.tls - diJcuMed the I' 
$75.009· I possibility of Issuing p.... I 

Co--Ohairman ,fh.rrv R Pau l- es 011 th. scenic Mower 
ley (0 -McOowejl) p;:Hn~ , of ' n'" t Ll' r(lber Co. railroad. 
1'1:11 th e Governm ..... ' aI'" F \ ~ H o u se S peak e r H arry R . \ 
1I:tllet} CO nlJl littce I 'lCI;:c;.cI n l l~ Pa uley ( 0 - M cDowell ) corn_ ':; 

qu o l'tlln to take f ot'"'nrl actIon - ,m~;!~~ : 1 h . \ 
Sunday. The total of foul' mem- \ .s s t e on l y I"a '\ - 'I; 
b el'S present was two short of roa d I know of 'hat 'I; 

doesn ' t wa nt to m el" 9 e t ~ 
tHe quorum required for the to- ~ , . b with anothe r o ne." t \ 
~~~~~be r cl~mittee to do usi, ;""4' . ."."',,,' _.,..,.,~~"'~".,..,.".,. ' '''''"'''c ; \ 

Pauley said he was reason- leI' (rom Midwest Steel Corp .. \\1 
ably cert~irt. however, that the which has indicated that it 
full committee w.ould ...approve "janls to remove the Tailroad • 

I 
the decision to talk about the before the weather gets cold if : 
matter furlher wit'h the Con- no sale is made. : 
servation Com m iss i o n. The Committee members decided . 
other three members p resent don't have t-he authority 
were Sen. A. L. Reed (R·Pres- to take a proposed $5.000 option 
ton). Del. Herber l ' Schupbach on the steel _and rolling stock 
(D·Wetzel) and Del. Ward M. of the r ailroad . 
Dawson (R~Mo rgan). 'Pauley said the powers of the 

\ 

committee could scarcely ex-
Will Meet No.... 13 tend oeyond making a favorable 

to the next 
The committee set ,. N,pv/ which convenes in 

\ 
[.q r Its neXt meeting:- More . he said 
live action Ijs expected at the 
time, he 

A note of uTgency wa'S In
jected In the .meeting -by a let- matter 

should look at the 
ill relation to its total 

'and make a report to 
the committee at its earliest I 
oPPQrtunity. . I 

A 10llC"" petition signed by _ 
west Virginia University stu, 
dcnll in support of the pr0-
posal was brou,ht to the atten
UoD of the eommJUee. 



s Speech -I-,~'II·~ , 
,.,.. .. flu.. ~ 
..... 1anDeII .1"" 

,.,...,_ ., thI-

I. ~· .L .. _ __ _ ... _~ 

,..,06 SEVEN 

II Utfo _b m'trion In df'IN" I Th L 
_ .......... , •• n«<l 0"'" e ' atest 
...... , or nac " .. shall talk 

DECE MBER 3, 1963 

Word on (ass 'hOG (ho,o 
__ I \k 1fttptC'l\"t.rnf'nl of ed, 
~ qllabU Ins1Nld. ar al By In n N, Hun ter l of Ihe Cass line but told the be in business, at a fracUon dl 

!.ft .t4d.Ih...n w~ shan try Just :'Ibout cvc l'ybody in West committee Ihat his department thc cost cstimated by Director .0 .~rt ~t "'I.)" or identify- Virginia, and se l'e ral other would be glad to operate the Lane, 
11\1 aNt rt'",:archng talenl a~ stateS too, wilh a fclI' not<lbll' scenic line if thc legislature Even the amount of coal reo 
... ~ from me.re lime- exceptions, has fallen in love followed the committee's ap- quired to climb Bald Knob fig-
""'-UlI Irs laJe.nl thai Wi' with the Cass Railroad. This proval and "give us enough ured in the discussion. Warden 
_&.1101 10 Cf't J;nd don't 1I'3nt :'.l fact was brought oul 011 the I money to run it on". Lane had earlier told the_Jeg:---i 
~krs put our money there Legislative committee meeting Listing some of his object. islalors Ihat his department es:-'-

.. , __ ~ -tn tan ahn_ys get warm bod· held in Charleston Sund,lY, No· lions to the prOject the Conser- timated that it would. take ten 
., ,.ac PN- iJel 10 5!and up in II classroom vember 20. \'a tion Commissioner noted that tons of coal to make the stee~ 
... f'ODrt'r .. ~ ~ .. ull the- roll. We shall vis· A petition bearing the names the town of Cass was almost ascent. 

......... ~ hl eKb otber's campuses and of 1500 Marshall College stu· inaccessable to concenlrated RaHfan Rife chaUenged (th!\: 
..... ~ (otU, lam .bout each oth.er's prob- dents, along wilh numerous 11'1- tourist traffic. He al~o. slated tonnage figure .and told thel 
1kw __ 1 of le:ms. 2nd strengths first hand. lers and wires, WllS read to the that t~e cost of a~qulrlng a,nd members that It \~ould onty 
~ ~1" I get tl~ of botels-but never six man group before they unan· ")ncratmg the scemc shay lme take four tons 10 chmb t h_ e 

ad OIIr ~ttT's'at ampuses. We shaU help each imouslv \'(lIed on co·chairman might prove prohibitive, mounta in and "a hair a Ion tO I 
aHd UM'lDpao)'- :othu. Pint we must sell, even Harry Pauley's motion to recorn· Ted Rife, an employee of the come down" , " 

:). ~.,. f1!'U- more lhan we have, the vl.lues mend the purchase. r.adio-astronomy center at "We-Propose to bold a ,pulh, 
:'--S 41 IlDeJil-iof hlgher education to the peo· The molion instructed Con- Green Bank, and an ardent lie meeting somewhefe in .the i 

pie and their leaders-make servation Director Ward e:! M. ;pokesman for advocates seek- Istate, as sU.l!.t!esled by the!West 
I haW" ~ absolutel}:' clear its indispensa· Lane, to get in tOltch with the ir.g to prese rve the last st~am Virginia Hillbilly. 10 plll'l1 fot. 

pnnte lnIlllU- billty to the Stat~, to the Na- ?wners of the railroad and roll· mountain line in operation !n \ action to pr~se~l . our c~ use to 
resiIl.mg no«th lion and to yout h m the second mg stock 'and attempt to get I the eastern United States. dls- I lhe West Vlrguua l.eglSlature 
"."... nus is ~If o~ the. 20th centu~. \ye I a r.eiisonable price quoted for I puted some of the · CO!it figu~es , when it convenes in January",1 
.In. shall Jom In encoura.gl.ng ID· presentali~n to the full house ! Quoted earlier in the hearmg I the astronomy center acco~nlr 

i ,tit- ro .. mer of creased corporate gIVmg to membershIp when they convene by Director Lane. ...-nt announced at the meetmg. , 
'ulllrtJCMl _ For n . higher educatIOn and . in edu- I i~ January for the 1961 ses- "The Slue~'one Goree ane! \ "Public .notice of the lin~? a~d 

__ • .._...... callng aU our alumm to the slon. I . R k h b ',_ place WIll be announced, RUe ...... .."'...... . ' . . Seneca oc save een " 
,b m mmmml- fact that their own educatIon OUTIng the Sunday meetmg I r _ '11 ' Y"" ,od concJu, d:~'~d~, _____ :-: 

h th bl'" I d i P ace or .. ml ton , 
In' common I Yo" e . er pu. IC or private, was DIrector Lane revea e some '11 I t th '11'0 " Rife '( 
OI.Ir t'ntversily heaVily subsIdized. Together we of the long range plans for wl' d ~~B ~n~h erC~~~ IL~n~ wil! EGAN WROTE HUMOROUSL 

nt~tUi..a the no- have avenueS of approach to tourist development in West sal. u e I some. OF THE CIVIL WAR 
to bnn, e\'(:f)' foundations . corporations. legis· Virginia by his Conservation ~SOI~ ~or sc~~p un e~~, Rife One of the. ~ew hu.m~~us 

Wle in WC$l Latures .. churches and individ- Commission , The Director spe. y a es a IOn soo, , books on the CIYII War IS Th?, 
.lnto .... -n. nul'. uals and groups of all kinds cifical1y ment ioned the SMeca went on, l Flying Gray .,Hatred Yank 

1M uruque fune. that we may not have sepa- Rocks arca and the Bluestone I Disputing the need of an ex· written by Michael E:gan ot 
lverrll). lI.$ I see rattly or alone. Gorge as projects whose de- pen~ive lo?ge to hoyse and feed Parkersburg In 1888. 

Y Itw:lf ".-anlJ We shall endeavor to explode velopment should have higher . tOUTlsts Rife explamed that the TWAIN'S PARENTS LIVED 
In th" State- the fallacies in the public mind priority than the Cass scenic I state could pu rchase se~e,ral IN MASON COUNTY 

of the State- such as that tax.assisted lnsti: Railroad. lold Pullman coaches and dlm~g arenlS of Mark '!'wain 
draw on them . tulionl don't need private sup. Lane expressed only mild en- I· cars and set them ~ff o~ a ~d Th\ P d in Mason County. -

ltI our grad. port, that voluntary conlribu. thusiasm for the development ing and the Cass Rallroa wo once Ive 
I scbools- lions to public institutions re· I _________________________ _ 

au •• nt bl!Uer duct contributions to other in-
wIUth to draw .muLion., thai private instilu· scho larshi.p~. We .ar? about, to P to P n 

lionl can survive by just keep. set u~ ~ JOint statl~bcal servl~e erson erso 
T........ ing on raising t uition, that pri. ~ nd Jomt eHorts m fund ·rals-

Vile institutions i uUer unfair lng, We hope to work more .' f wOO 
..... _ eompeUlion from low fees in closely together increasingly in R, E. Mathews of Weston will at the ll1Vl~\lOn 0 es or the 

of our tal: IIIi&I.ed irIIUl.u.Uons, All of Ilhe highly important field .of receive Hillbilly for the. next ltv and radiO aUdl~n~UllbUlY iI 
.. no lheH are sheer aonaense. Let's adult education. i?2 weeks .... it~ .~e _:~r,!!"m~ Manha:,:~_,~r~=_~ !--...... -~." ... 

Q -- - - - - - -- -- - -- - - -- - -

'1,\1 



The ¥fEST VIRGINIA 
I I 

SIM(ilE 

,," 
25, 

Time to Start Workin' on 'de Railroad 
Tlle13~~ 
1H-J(uP~1 

31, MILES TO THE 

TOP 

HillbiUy' 5 Salut • 

... T. WA'SHINGTON.N.H. 
3J'.- M ILES FROM TOP TO BOTTOMl 

lh .. " ,"'" ,1<>01 ,,1 10'" .. II' u!' M""'" W,.,h;n\1 
,gn "'" 'hg Wo<~j , FI". "c.",, ' F"U"""1 . .. ,.~"'L'CI 
',na (""It t,ySylve" ' ." MfI<\,l. ul(,,,k"n' II II lhl. 
~";'1"'" ,0;1 .... ,,'1'. ",fl·" If" ,.." I" .... } Y''''''. ;,f ,""w." u' 
"'""_ -....' "fA ..... o.! un J~ I ~ 3, 111(>'/ ... "oJ I~" ",l/~""'" 
Cf~"I:'u",''\Iy """" thor t,,,.,- ·,. ... .,..1 lor , ...... ~.,.., ," 
"...- •• ", _,,,Id .... ,,' <,>loti ,h",,- ," 11.,- 1<>" 



... _ ....... . 

o Start orkin' on 
to I"k" (:IN' r,n'" malliU.I' and he IS It:".; 

by the dIVIne ngbl 01 kingJ, But 
meOOd), IJ, ClNt the he dldn'l Ja~' do 11, ilIld II WUII' 

Wl:~t \'Iqunla lit' done One wonders "'hi' lhe go", 
It bcc:auc if hl' did ernor doesn't like the nil road • 

• "o;)ld hal'c saId to the legis. The Senate 01 West V-tr&inia 
lature. "Bu)' that lillIe railroad likes the railroad and put 11 in 
and 10.:1 il be the frrst olive ou, the budget so It could be boughL 
01 the tuuri~t Jar, Buy II. boys, But the House dIdn't like the 
~nd leI ~ give thl' people back little ra il road and tbey said, no, 
a lillIe ~ometlung," The GOI'e r- they wouldn 't Itemize Ii. The 
nor has been made good [a I her I House and the Senate hal'e to 

f the West. Virgin ia ns by a agree or the budget can't be sub
mitted and the legislature can' 
adjourn unW they get togeLh' 

)" So there was a kind of com
prise, 

"Let's put in enough money 
and if the Conservation Com
missio n wunts to buy it later, 
lhen lhev can buy it." That was 
nice on the surface, but it still 
means that there's smn ebody in 
power who doesn't like the litt~e 
rnilroad and tha t the state WIU 

ncver buy it. Or so tJ\is paper 
thinks, 

'l'hcl'c is somebody who likes 
t 11'-' lit lle Cuss r ailroad, This 

. • I. ' ... _____ 'D..'-' ....... t...h.~ 

Tic 
, 
~ 

Ml 
3J4 

S'" ... , 
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f.omf'bod" who likes 
c.o., niho.d. Th is 

po: lor 1.'<11""" BUI Ihis pap· 
't any Judi!e because this 

per I.;;; one man's opinion . So 
('~n be discounled. But 

"' Ire other.; \\ ho like the 
nUroad and Ihat is just 

I everybody In West Virgin· 
xcep: Ih. slron~ man on the 

tud;:~: (' Ihe <tale. Why they 
n', like II. nobody knows. One 
tile big men says it will take 

much money and he talked 
~bout toilets on top of the hill 

bou t other things. This 
. . r uld back to him, get the 
n"road fITSt and then talk a· 

I Ihr, ' e things. Be sensible. 
" man got ruflled and the 

ot ruffled and nabody 
here. 

•• 
" lhls paper predicts that 

hlng is left up to the 
.I.I~. thai Ihe railroad will be 

Id 10 Ihose people in Marion. 
VirgInia. who would Ilke to havo 
t 10 0Ilr.(1 wuriJi18. But that 
1,(luldn'L happen and this paper 

"ill lcrap IJIl hell freezes over 

• 

. .. 
'ih~;; i. .. 11'1"1 , .. tory ut YU\;r Hit> up MOlJ,llt wron:~g: 

IOn o r. Ih~ WOl'ld '.. Fir"" "CO~ " F'::1 ih.",'s:,,' •• rt .... ~OIt.-a 
J b I \ 

'. L- 1. . I' H t hlo. 
on VI I by 5vtvu-'!".~r M.:t1'> 1 or 11I !.t.:·()" •• '4.. - I . 

uniqu\'l ,·"Hwt.'·~, <JJt~)I" 1htY.::; lon-g '1 .. "'01 .... (Jf (..I.'1' ...... t' v~· 
t'iulJ, V"'~",; (~p\."~et.1 t")J' July 3 l ,8(8 (J( rd h.(.' 5 c..'"~t1 •. "l, .. :J 
Ct"' lti\.1uou'iry siQ<:~ thot tiu·t,.t? ,.:xct!pl 1.,"');\- {)nb y4;<Jf In 

1hl) t' n ;.t 't\f()T.Jdi wL.;(~ -o.~ld th~~ i.n lll\" \o:;.i . 
.! """ . ,., c,<;:: . 

Wt. ,. ... tb;; J:-em,HHt)g, troi03 ...... iU \(?O'Je. the ~. 
SIQ.tioo 1~j') l!rv"1:;m<!l "the dod< .~tr.1ko(~ lM. hour it'Offt 

'lin'l kt Ihl!';'~'~omlt\9 onta ~;:x,n the ~V'f'n i"q t9 "
'(, (, !\ M.p D • . S. '1.). ,W1 .. ,." ·tsaffic: ,:\cn,""'es. ~ 
\':!Idion .... oru run ·tor) the tegv)mtt)'$Cl~ 
(jnd 'hi' .""\ .. ,,,' 1h;,,·,1t a'n$ \OJiIOI <>it' ~~ 
t>ody J..,,,.i' -:ll,(j ((.Ie~' sepi~i:1.er ira~·"""~ 
A, M . <",d :th1 5,~~, !ft..; Q~ Il~'n~ ~-..;;;.. 

'.' " ·,~'>..~N.m.~ " ... ~,~~ 

... happen in our WH! Virginia hills? 

* s!' . .... , . ........... _H'.h ... J ..... f...4 
11_"_", _______ _ 



KIn 
d he is sen'jng 
I or )cjn~ Bu t 

and It \ \ '8. n' l 
~ hy the gO \'. 

the nllrond 
Wr " iT'miB 
And put It 10 
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.. . ha p pen in our West Vi r gi n ia hilt s'? 
to ~!tnC1 lounsls. But that 
.. Ida', bappen and this paper 

K:-;IP ~dl h.ell freezes over 
:]1 tl:. last spike is taken ~ ,. sold to lhe Old Domin. from there. also watch lor a big to live . Let's take what GO~ ~"b appa renUy has more meeting in the Civic Center or has given us to good scentC ne 

c.m>ptiOn a.ndleadershlp than s(>mewhere soon. At this meet· gatiabilities and turn them 11110 
.. Dommlon. ing we will have experts or: cash. Watch for further word 

! 
CD"Jgh of you West Vir- hand , we'll have lawyers to tell from this paper. 

:-e :ntt"rc5ted in buying I !IOW to org~nize stock compan- However, it is po~sibte for th.e 
make thlS thing possi- les, and we 11 have a treasurer \state to do something. But thiS 

". 5 the ume to say your on hands to take money. paper thinks . the chances. ar~ 
.. nIp Ihls paper now as Let's prove to the world that molecular. ThIS paper Hunks It 

'ha: ulenl you can or will West Virginia doesn't have to is a job lor the people, not Ihe 
','me :0 us until we get a go prowlng around Was hington people who rep re s e n t the 

:nntUtlton to take over fo r commodities lor its people people. 

The Irish Is 0,0 Page 14, B' gora! 
II' , . , 
,:; . 

1 



,~ . - - ------ ·~,.,u .. " ' JUl.\lS the ail ... "".,,' .. 
oUrl~ l s. :lnd lei. 11 be the. fi'rst olive out the bud r r,oad and put It In 
'1'ILl'rc's so mebody that doesn'l of the ~uuriSl jar. Buv Il, bOYi, But Lh ge~i so It cO~ld ,be bought. 
ali I to IlUt the unemployed and let 5 give the people back litll c, OUSC dldn 1 like the 
cop It: of Cass 10 work ru~tnlng a UtUe something," The Gover- the e r~ilrrad, an,d th~y said, no, 
lot iLttlc raUrond, to bUlldlng I nor has been made good rather H Y wou dn 1 ItemIZe It. The 
1(l lnrge tourist camps that of the West-, Virginians by a a ouse aO

h
d the Senate have to 

g,ree or 1 e budget Can't be Sub. 
mllted and the legislature can't 
adjourn until they gel togelh. 
(>1 So tllere was a k.ind of com
pnse. 

3~ MILES TO THE 

TOP 

Couldn" tom.thlng like ,h i. . . • 

I 
1 

"u:t's put in enough money 
an.d If the Conservallon Com
miSSion ........ nts to buy it later 
l~en they can buy it." That wa~ 
mce on tbe surface, but it still 
means that there's somebody 1n 
power who doesn't like the little 
raIlroad and that the state will 
never buy it. Or so tl\is paper 
thInks. 

There is somebody who likes 
the little Cass railroad. This 
paper, for instance. But this pap· 
er isn't any judge because this 
paper IS one man's opinion. So 
that can be discounted . But 
there are others who like the 
liltle railroad and that Is just 
about everybody In West Virgin· 
ia C'xcept the strong man on the 
budget of the state. Why the~ 
don't like it. nobody knows. On! 
of lhe big men says it will takt 
too much money and he talke_ 
about toilets on top of the hil 
i!nd about other things . Thi 
,paper said back to him. get th 
railroad first and then talk : 
bout those things. Be sensibll 
But the man got ruffled and tt 
paper got ruffled and nobo( 
got anywheTe. 

Now this paper predicts th 
if the thing is left up to 11 
!:it ate. that the railroad will 
sold to those people in Mari(l 
'Virginia , who would like to ha 
it to attract tourists. But til 
shouldn't happen and this pap 
will scrap till hell freezes ov 
or until the last spike is tak 
up and sold to the Old Dam 
ion. which apparently has rot 
gumption and leadership t~ 
the ?\ew Dominion. 

If enough of you 
ginians :Ire interested in 
stock to make this thmg 
ble. 1I0W is the time to sny 
piece Write this paper 
to wh:Jt extent you can or 
go, Write to us until we 
good organi1':3.t1on to ta,ke 

s Salute to The Irish 



(o..,lete Text of . Russell Ballm's (ass Railroad Plea 
.. rt ICId~ " II) $U", 

,. et 'M .!,Me! 01 WUI 
~. ,._ op(ntmr I 

., 1ft "'~('r Lum~ Co In 
~ .. .". \ -..xIll1& 11 In operating 
..... e! r..ar~n.J 2nd lumtK-rm,

'" Uw ~A!Un Ityl!--for the bene
t.! '" Ibt people of the f late and as a 
.... jor ~ I ltranton And rurlhoc, to 

IUC lb IGUrul attnctlon would 
,., ItS ~ .'Y (rom its own revenue. 

fUlitoads. and exp(!clally logging 
n atvadl. bue for the past 15 years 
bfto. my pnrnlf) hobby Through busi· 
...... the md.l tAt)' service. and vacations, 
I hu e tlrveled and s~n most of the 
Ulll!rdUll, nllroads in 49 of our 50 
atLa. Canada, and ~Iexico (rom the 
C«Ik-in~ and Zocateu to the White Pass 
Clod Yukon In rIding over the Mower 
n.!lt'Dad last October It occurred to me 
tlu1 few fblilroad and none of the opera· 
tint lOUrisl uiltoads ca me close to 
nutdHng the Mower in spectacular 
K'l!Mry. fu rther the most scenic part of 
I .~ hne IS WithIn 6 miles of Casso 

It was because of t his ride that 
t~ t!'.oughl kept mulling over in my 
m:i'Id that this definitely would be the 
[me to preserve as an operating log· ! 
~na: rail road \0 be promoted as a 
10UrI'd aUraction. It would be a natural 
for Ihe Iitile tn include it il) ils Park 
Sy.u:m This", hole concept of a railroad 
park Is not nc", In 1fJ47 the Edarville 
JlIt. was bOrn 10 Cape Cod Di~lrict of 
Mas.. wllh .Ix mile of track around 
a Cranberry nog. Today It is the most 
hlCttU"'ul of the lourlsts ope rat ions. T,he 
pZQtngen each year arc In the hun· 
dled. of thou&and.l, 

Another lourist railroad is the 
'l\l-tetde It Blowing Rock, N. C .. near 
the Smtkf~ but In • remote .ectlon of 

N C . I 10'11_ told 1/ •• 1 I .... t year Ihey 

is the Sll",el1on Une runnlna (rom Our· 
Inja to Silverton, Colorado. They Ire 
booked 'up In l!fwnce for lIckeb and a 
ride o\'er 'thei r 4S miles of tnck requires 
a fo ur day walt on the average. Today 
Durange \5 a !)coming tourist center. 
Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years 
ago to 57.00 today for a single, and the 
u.lusual plirt \s t ilat Durange is 450 miles 
from the ni!arest city of over 5.000 
population and has to compete with such 
aHr .. ctions as the Grand Canyon, Rocky 
Mountain Natior,~l Park, and Yenow· 
!Ione for the long distance tourists. 

Anolher is the East Broad Top in 
Penna. It started this August with a 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex· 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera· 
ilng Vice President, e~ts to add to 
the line next year. . 

Although It.ese other railroads are 
operating quite successfully, they have 
sr.ly one basic attraction, that is a rail· 
road lVith an O{ler.lting antiqu.e s team 
engine hauling poeple for 'an average o! 
five miles over the track. The Mow.?r 
L' rmber Co. Rai!road has far more t.) 
offer. 

To slart with. it would he lh e 
operation of a real railroad-most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian 'type person, there· 
fore lack illteres~ . 

The Mower does not merel y go 
around in a circ.le or o\'C'r an ulHn tr r· 
e" m;! stretch of land . The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhe.re 
near mat('hi", its scenuy. You would 
have the added Interest of lumbering
tUTn of the century style--and lumbering 
In itself has 3 treat appeal to many peo
ple. Today in the United States the only 
r!lilro:ld lo::glng by the old met'hod Of 
r"i/ lo Ingglng polnl :lnd skidder car 

tentlal to 5Crve as a IOu rial atlras:U9n . 
The engines lhernseh'6 are · ",liry 

unique in the annii!15 of Railroading, Tnty 
art Shay geared steam engines complel" 
wit h a real 1890 dimond stack. Ther~ 
are two switchbacks on the line. And t 
know of only two othe~ left in th~ 

U. S. 

There is an added atlraction o! 1 

mammoth cave \Inly about SO yards (rom 
the suggested termination of the line on 
the hill. This cave has received innum
erable write·uos. in certain mag31.ines. 
A cave in itself would auract nume.rOUl 
tourists. lind th~ combination would 
make a very strong tourist attraction. 

Then 'at Greenbank. nve miles 
away is a large observatory that would 
he\p attract st ill more people. 

The Mower ope[J.tion would r i!o 
quire Ihe operation of only five .~nil; S 

of t~lck and the purchase of six miie~. 
This would take the line through its 
finest scenery, and five miles is the ide3\ 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the maj9r investn\ent is 
there. the cost would not be large ~nd 
no more than scrap value {or rail and 
engmes. 

To summarize-none of the oth '! r 
railroads se rve any other purpose th:m 
to memorialize ~ leam railroads, and nO:ie 
ha\'c cptraling geared engines or In
teres: ing scenery. With the Mower you 
heve in addition the 13rge int('re~1 i:\ 
Icggi ng-'the chr;r.ce to show old tl~l\) 
logging rai!roadjilg at its best-and J 

la rge undeveloped ca~-e. 
However :.his is the last oPpOl·tuni

ty to do somethtng about iL Unless It 
is slopped, the sal\'age company wan:, 
the tracks ripped up by lime win:,· ,. 
.sets in. Building a new railroad "",J:..I:J 

be prohibiti'!e. C o. u 
The hl"hway~ for tin\u\n1. .. _ AC.o. .... _ ~ t.d 
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-
Complete Text 

, urpose here today Is to s ug-
"cst 111~ Yr!Sl billlY of Ihe sta'le Oft . 'gVe5~ 
• hasing am:! OPC1l3 m 
VIrginia 's pure L mbar Co in, 

I f th e Mower U . 
~cgrnen\Ve~l Virginia as an ope~3ling 

ass, of r.1Hroading and lumbenng-
museum r the bene 
(Urll of t.he century style- or -
riI of the people of the !-tate a nd as a 
m3jor tourist attraction. A nd further, to 
show Ihat this tourist attraction would 

r om its own revenue. 
PIlY rt S own way r . 

Hail roads . .:wd expcci'ally loggmg 
failroMis. have for the past 15 year,s 
been my prima ry hobby. Through ~USI' 
ness, the military service. and vacatIons, 

I I have tarve'led and seen m ost of the 
interest ing railroads in 49 of our 50 

f st a'les. Canada. and Mexico from to he 
Cookuila and Zocateas to the White Pass 
and Yukon. In ridi ng over the Mower 
NliJroad last October it occul'r~d to me 
that few Railro'ad and none of the opera· 
ling tourist railroads c-ame close to 
matching the Mower in spectacular 
scenery. Further the most scenic part of 
l!1e line is within 6 miles of Cass. 

It was because of this ride t hat 
the thought kept mulli ng over in my 
mind that this definitely would be t he I 
hne to preserve as an operating log· 
gmg railroad to be prornot-ed as a 
tourist attraction. It would be a natural 
ror the state to include it il) its Park 
System Th:s whole concept of a r·ailroad 
flilrk IS not new , In 1947 the Edarville 
R.n. was born m Cape Cod Distr ict of 
MJ;S~. with sue mile oC track around 
• Cranberry 80g. Today it is the most 
IIICftMful of the tourists operations, T.he 
....... Nc:h yeu are in the hun· _oe _ .. "do. 
~ lourbt rallrOild ls 'he 

_"' ....... _. _'''' _. N. C .... _ 
""~~'I In a remote section or 

Ii I WiI' told that 13st yea r they 
m.de '150.000 net proirt. This y ... r lhey 
.. r,. _ddln, 130,000 In l uperfluous addl
I ' 11th Ih, purehau or II railroad 
JoromMl't" frnm the WhJte Pu :and 
,. on in AI~ ;i Th ... y hayti. flvto milo 

• oc tt .. .\ nvth.r Wood u~mple 

of .Russell Baum's (ass 
Is the Silverton Line running from Our. 
a~ga lo Sllve.rton, Colorado. They are 

Rai\roac 
tenllal to ser 

. bqoked '.up in .l~Vllnce for tleke~ and a 
ride over their 45 miles' o[ kack requires 
a fou r day wait on the average. Today 
Durange 15 a hooming tourist center. 
HOlel rates shot from 12.50 eight years 
ago to $7.00 today for a si ngle, and the 
u.lUsual pll.rt is t,;\at Durange is 450 mIles 
from the nea rest city of over 5,000 
population and has to compete with such 
altr.:;.ctions as the Grand Canyon, Rocky 
i'l'iour.t a lO Natior,;-.t Park, and Yello\\' . 
£tone for the long distance touri sts. 

The e 
unIque In the 
ale Shay gUt 

with a real 
are two swill 
know of on 
U. s. 

Another is the East Broad Top in 
Penna. It started this August with a 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex. 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera
itng Vice Pres ident, ell.-1>ects to add to 
the line next year , . 

Alt.hough these other railroads are 
operating quite successfully, they have 
anly one basic attraction, that is a rail· 
road with an operating antique steam 
engine ha uli ng poe pIe for 'an average 0: 
five miles ove r the track. The Mower 
r.llmbe r Co. Rai!road has far more t.) 

offer. 

To start with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad-most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian 1:ype person, lhere· 
fore lack interest . 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a ci rc.le or o\'(-r an Uillm er· 
e o' 'm,:! str€ tch of land . T he other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matchin& its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering
turn ot tbe century s tyle--and lumbering 
in Itaelf has II .rre1lC appeal to maay ~ 
pie. Today In the Umted sea,.. u.. only 
r"al1ro3d losgln by ·Ute oM mutw4 a" 

rail to logging point and skidder elf 
nnd cable Is the Mower Lumber Co. U 
travels the hi.gh(>st point East of the: 
MI !llsslppl River of !J.'U' railroad. It 
hu the be t scenl'ry East oC thh Rockie:~, 
and Is the onl)' pentti nal Railroad EllS! 
uC",hij h!rr.:i th t wou ld h1n~ the ?'>' 

( 

There. 
rnammo~h c. 
the su~geslll! 
the hill. T\1 
crable wr\1 
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of . Russell Baum's (ass Railroad Plea 
h Sll \f~rlon Lino ru n ni ng rl'OIll OurI_ I II • 

~ ... 1.1 SJ! ,-crton, C()lot"ndo. Thoy .tire 
IMClked up ItI ati\'nnce . ror tlcke~ tln~ n 

, O\'r r cht-'Ir 45 IIIlles or 1.'lIck r€KIUlreS 
"U~ . 
.. (our d.ty "nit on the average. ] 'odIlY 
o"ungt' I", ~ DOOming iouri.SL center. 
1I()1('1 r.ltt:. hot rrom $2.50 e ight yea rs 

to Si.OO loony (01' II s ing le. nnd the 
Du .,u,;u.,' p .. ri Is I.UlI Durnnge Is 450 mil es 

Ih'-' nt-aresl city of over 5,000 
;'.pul.lI,on :and has to compete w it h suc h 

3::- I Iii' Grand Ca nyon. Rocky 
'-" .. liOIl:.1 P.:lrk. and Yell o \\'· 

{()r the I ng dls tnn ce to urists. 
Another 1.$ the East Broad Top in 

It arled this August with a 
mile tl"lP th rough some pleasant 
bod. It is presently bettering ex

~W'orlS and Mr. Wilburn , the opera
\"ICO&! P resident. expects to add to 
~ne next ~ .. ear. 

• -\ :hough these other railroads are 
~:""mg quite suC'Cessfully, they have 

attraction, that is a rail· 
IU h an .er.lting antiqu.e steam 

bluhng poe pIe for an average of 
o\!r the t rack. The Mower 

{" R.u!nad has far more t J 

r..rt \qt.h. it would be the 

f J real raUroad-most of the 
are built (or the occasion 

.. 'be h.lo!onan type person. lhere

• t 
T'bc- does not merely go 

lenlia l to serve as a tourist alt.raclion 
The C!nglnes themselves are ' \'er~ 

un ique in the ann Il ls of Ra ilroading. They 
il l e Sha y gea red steam engines comp\el" 
wilh a real J890 dlmond s tack. There 
are two switchbacks on the line. And r 
know of only two olhers left in the 
U. S. 

There is an added attraction of l. 

mammOI.h cave only abOUl 50 ya.rds f rom 
the sugges ted terminatio n of the line on 
lh e hill. This cave has receiv.ed innum
erable write-LIDs. in ce rtain magazines 
A cave in itself would aUraet nume.r0u3 
tour1sts, <:nd lh ~ c ombina tion would: 
make a very strong tourist attraction , 

Then • at Greenbank, five mHes 
aw ay is a large observatory that would 
help attract still more people. 

The Mowe r opeI:,ation would .: re
q uire the opera1 ion of only five lRil~:i 
of track and the purchase of six mile5 . 
This would take the line through Hs 
finest scenery, and f.i ve miles is the ide a t 

length for t.his so rt of thing. 
Because tne major investment is 

there, the cos t would not be large ~nd 
no more than scrap value for rail ana 

engines. 

To summarize-none of ·the oth;~ r 

ra ilroads serve any other purpose th:m 
to m e morialize steam railroads, and n O:1e 

hJ\'c cpualing geared engines or in· 
te-res:ing scenery. With the Mower y DU 

hllve In addition the la rge interest i:l 
I cg:~i n<1--'the ch~nce to show old tl:'_l~ 
IOggin~ railroading at its best-and J 

large undeveloped ca\-"e. 
Howeve r t his is the last oppoc!uni. 

ty to do .omethlllg .bout iL unless it 
I. . topped the •• Iva ll. company INn:. 

. d by time m n: .. ·r 
,he , ... clc. rippe up d ul.J 
.. ,_ 1ft. Bulldln. a new ra11roa wo 

be Prohibitive , 
l ' If ( C' l The high ayi ror en enr. ;:, ~ 

fronl F;a\l. North, l\nd South ,nr\! \":,:'Y 
~?<Xl m.klng II readily .""e$Slble. 

Tr.lnf.n S. um, • P.nntyl", ni.l 
.l _ L ' -ech bafe b ,rMt,um.n. m.v. tni' 'l"-

m. Ho" •• of 0.1", .. ,". Oct.~. _ ...l 
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OCTOBER 19. 
,.",oa THrltUIlN .. 

To Buy or Not To Buy a Mountain Railroad 
n it ... ,,,, n .Ut" ", .. ... ",S 0' OOOOlYrLt. "AICI" A RIDI! BIiHIND A SMOKE.BELCHING lOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST OF ITS KIND. 

,0('<0, ... ro ,,.r H#.$llll.lty 0 ' TI-III STATE'S BUYI NG THE RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM. 

• 
0- ..... ~ II ~"., I 

.. ~NtJ _u, 
~"'.,:!l.blf 

.,..,.. ..... !M tly, -- • 

J",I <"'Onnonlt>ltlng 111111" ltt"h"r' / llon ,\nd rhere ;re olh,ers'dD~k 
~ ... b IlpOn • herd of young Sowmln. whom r kno" an. r 
jw,!"r. In ~ tlfld. " ho "nsp~rll' ~'ran k c.:. rr end3r or .. t~r~e~·r~:l 
.," ',\ ~,. hun no mind ~l ~rr Bank obsen 'alor:_ be>d . but ifui Oil I"rll rhl! hnTd·!o· PhillIp N"weW·. some y uys 
·~llIonochal.nteor rhe gcnder.,; nd r shake hands wllh 3

h
SlIb,. , I scriber wllom 1 hal'e ear 

Th" rlr<1 mill I mM! 31 luch about buL had ne,'cr *"'- *r , ...: :tQ , •• :ell lIlII Spcorry's EI f>o<"o. the ~_ n 
U ... Itt -.,. tn>r enCKI,rh point~ p!~e In Marlinton, 

.-n~:. lit.. l!oout ulf .lIT 1\001111 himself who is 
fa. . _nU-1ll tlU- .t~ndmi in rron t or the place 
:a ...... ,..,...r l!u: .-;as ~d wundcrlng wh~' It Isn't 

MIl! "'.~ me ~nd (.pt'n He 1~1I~ me where Sena. =- r.,:-" 1_ tDa,"~~I,,'n. 10) lor Car! G~iner is In lhe motel. 
--':IuU ta.r r.II _1111 from I go Ihere and ancr a while 
t ... ~ '0 , ... ,"-'''~~. Sen.ator An~h lIeed comes in 
~ ~I!m""""ry" .anoci- Ind \\"e ~1J go to breakrast. the 

~.:. .u , 1t'\IIJ' ~nllUl flJiJ· plJce no\\" being open and bust
_ .-uta J ttl: \QS I f)" Ung. ; \ 1 one booth are Mr. and I' 

>-.ktt- , prtm.nure ,nYc MI"lI Koontz and at . anOther 
.-. . ,.". .... 1Z:,f dpnf' in Ihe ;5 DelegJle J , C. Crulk~hanks. 

..... .t ]1II1II1 JIIcn.., CaM III <;JK'aker Pauley comes JIl. 

'«J:~ ("lIIII lIn' "oil dnne 1=,. It.:;,.t uti Lv"moHve. 
... " k.!:lf ao;<I (~r ten" I had 
! >r'.~·d, and oome ... ·I1,1 Bill 

Ike and T ne. 

enough r learned 
Ne,,'eU, Presbyter· 

at Greenhank ..... tlen 
10 New York lhal time 
• Ihe Big Ci ty for it ! 
and depressed aT('aS ot 
following the dressing· 

that the Saturday Eve· 
Post gave West Virginia. 

of the S!K;ial workers there 
nle about Greenban3,'s 
Newell. And others tlad 

me about him, how he is 
I as the HOlroddlng Clr
ider in a Jaguar. He was 
and so was his Jaguar. 

so were his wife and chilo 
'""'~ • . ~" lilt clllimeer J ~ tra nger. a lellow by 
~n .... br.I .. 1lI • b, t of name or Gambill. who is a 

'tono .ur.-"'""erllll;" tholt IJwyer, and \\"ho stops 
~ UW depre.bt.on 10 a place when passing 

tut.clJ%:..: IInl.1 J !f(';!01oJlIon of Ihol l pD rl or WeSI 
Z",f:lfa:~n (ellld Jo,.,:c .nto the 'Tell him that 
r.t:1o! :11'" ~ Prvel"\'IIIC IIlIJ ves. Bill and Gambl!! 

1
_. _ ... I have never met a more 
delightful family. 

I~ 01 rtlYm (or a po,ssblle what he had been ' ~" "'o """, 
'Q",uut UlnctlOIl. i!omethlng about how President 

,. 
We SCI! loads of steel along 

rhe t rack and [ am jolled Inlo 
rhe though!lI" of how Ihi.!! train I I talll: wltn Tom £.OlI:a. 
~nd its track will be like eer- i: charming and devoted. 
lain of the nali" es of Guam --, ... _- L _ •• • L •• _ ,,, -

whom the .Japanese s lew. 'r l 
the Japs, made each man 
his grave and get down on 
knees at the edge of it, so 
when the big knife came down 
he could be kicked In after 
his severed head. It 's like tbis 
for the kind old steam loco. 
motive we are riding. It Willi '" 6"'U~' 
pull lip its trac k. and hayl it to dous and n .. r II 

the bottom of the hill and mating tourism 
when the job is done it too _._.- . . 
will go for strap. Unless, of 
course. the State orders a 
stay of execution. 

Train With Smoke 
' '''''', VI cvur5C, owns lne Ota 

We pass a road and the Pearl Sydcnstricker Buck home 
whistle tOOlS a warning. A ca r at Hillsboro. Pearl 'Buck. comes 
stops and disgorges its passen· often to visit \.. -
gers because a train with smoke in this way has 

Eisenhower evades 1.- • 
Me-I I" ,\U.l in t"" I renting his Gettysburg -_ .. ' . '-. I 

George Allen and Clint Murchl_\! 
;;e 41, /)(, 1000kmg Into tile son or somebody. None of it ii 

l!'~L~r ... .:.IlllflJ.a), u Cau clear to mo. or even interesting 
~~~ ~ "I, I"nltd tly I.eCbJ!oJUve but the fellow gets to talkin~ 
A.ad,,,,,, C:Jr~lke H K"IJnu 10 800ut how big shots play up te 

is something to see. !'- lilUe thing of a member of the 
f irl waves and I ·remlnd my· Edgar family and they love 
sel( to read some of good old her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
Tom WoHe and I promise.my- "She Is lhe most graCious 
self [ will. Upward we go and w.oman I ever kllew", she told 
it gets colder and I hear me. "She is kind and consider. 
Cruickshanks say that "Poor ate and devoid of all pretence. 
old Comstock is going to freeze Yo~ would think she would 

. . . to death" and I look about me have the right to 'put on' just 
~,lrthplace) III land see that all ~he rest hall.e a little, but she doesn 't. And 

Many WQrldS . Tom Edgar 1ntelligently antIcipated thiS she has no use for people 

~ .tI p!~ pollt' I)f autmble the President and he starts Iv¥ .... ~~ ." ... 
•. .u ."V.Qn al nine o·etock. talkin, about this feUow who offI cer and 
I '-n il.kb",OGd tar]), 110 Itilt I lellinvlted to t he White House in Germany :-w ,,~ flow], (JVtr Kennl· i and hDW _ he works the deals I ror 1 ft attaek 

17 mounU/n aM "Mortl lit e ' Ih~ t keeps hIm on ttl !.! Invite through lhe 
,llIlum" '",,,uly lor which till, !II~I OUt Involved 01 book ~Ild 
n~tI I. I~"'OIJ' Thtlrr ~ rc ' I J ' , 

dr!~tI /II(,rtl lit 1(1 't.' a 61(>,-y. 1 Ill /Ilk, WOrthy of 
I" "II I U In 1,,1: 111e prll115, 

," 'Jr , ~IJIIJMIt', hut 1 hlv/l 
nnff ~ " M 'h~m 1/,<, day wa.. At a dinner El3enhower sJloke 
h~.:'IJ)' r/ttl! .. l(j '4,!.,II!'. r 3ml 01 " poem Hmt he hadn't read 
l~mPt"ulu", AI 7 .. ~S I ~1;trt ""d In year" but would give D rarm 
down 1t,~ "'X'allQntu 'Idt (lr . 
J(ennw>II .nd Itopp~d heft ..... , . 

kind of weather and a're dress· who pretend to be something 
ed in, fitting garb. And Dick that they aren't". 
Bowman has evidently antici-
pated my dumbness and hn Chu.c:t.,. of P .. ,I Buck .... 
brought along an exIra parka· 
like thing which he gives me I hid heard thet Tom toot: 
and which shrouds me Ute a oIfeDH .t P..n ...... ". 
mummy's bandage and I never (eJTbIJ to hEal If .,..., ~ 

it. IO good, In her book. "Nothbig tG It 
'J ohn Killoran comes up to all. Tom knows what sh.e m~an:. 

and I say "Fill me in He knows what happene 0 
. fills me U; him. He isn't a ~aby . As a 

one of the matter of fact he IS all man. 
·,,·lroad, Railro'd grades He understands more Ihan peo-
'. h· k d he bears ftl) told in percentages. A rise pIe I m a~ is fetty 

one inch per hundred feet grudges. 1 Ihmk he p 
one percent. fo r 
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Only 86 Miles To Cass 

many great 
.. ",,,of poerafS ts khO""n 
.~ for the yearly 
... fwar Fcsm-al held 
,.h. the fust \Io~ in 
Q-t.obrr .. hen Jad: Frost 
... rurna:f dv: lea\"e$ to 
brown. auburn rem. and 
fOIl know Wlllter is on its ..,. 

You come to Valley 
Hmd. you tum south on 
219 ..Ii Scmic Highway 
.sst onMWf mile. you 
... the v.ney Head 

Restaurant, and Mingo 
named after the Indian 
rribe. A number of Indian 
statues are scattered 
dtroughout this area and 
the}' hold a yearly Woo! 
Festival. You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
ro Snowshoe. You stop at 
the. Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Barn, 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic RailrOQd. 
You take secondary route 
9, ~ mile passing the Big 
Spring Pre sbyterian 
Church. You will see about 
1()..12 horses in a field 
which belongs to the 152~ 

room motel located at th(> 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Sit ver Crt.ock ski ranges. A 
sign says Whistlepunk Inn. 
6 miles, you continue on to 
tho r ny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 113 
crossing Cheat Mountain, 
7 miles to Buck Mt. Rood . 
secondary l !l.z miles to 
Casso You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
(rom 1~79 Aatwoods in 
Braxton County, to 
Pocahontas County, and 
Cass. You are ready to ride 
the' Cass Scenic Railrood •. 
which schedules, price of' 
tickets, and other 
info rmation appears in this 
paper. 

, .. • II n 

IS -
II 

" I II , 
" " un " '. , , , 

The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 
o.amh« 29, 1965 

January 1966 has rolled 
around and one should be 
writing about the histor't' d 
1965, but somehow I 
wander to CamP Caesar 
where farmers gather to 
butcher. 1 haven't been 
over this fall , therefore 1 
have no fresh sau&age or 
bacon and the liver we. used 
to th row away. I remember 
the last time: t helped 
butchtt, asked 

years later, I would be • 
member o( the Wut 
Virginia LegIslature . 
writing for ~wspapers, 
appearing on TV a~d 
racho-much less runJ'llng 
(or Congress. 

Far be it frOm me !O trY 
and tum back the dock. 
Civilited roen make 
prO\V~. We never sland 
still-we travel by 101 
Botini from New York 

\ 



THE BOOMINC 
Cass Business • 

In 

Scenic railroad is l<eej)ing el,1(~ rybocly busy. 
, 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 

, I ' 
P~ old s~GY en~ine wait, at Cgn Depot before tint ",n. 

As the old ShllY engine, hauling more - ,~7tI.ooo .... 1\ ... IIDH 
.... ,,_w ..

than 200 happy tourlsbkPuffed up Bald UpOn .pproyol by offLcl,'- ollbe:-JIIi 
Knob in its s ixth wee o[ operation, ..... lronomy ObHrVl\.Ol')" .1 Gr. 
it seemed to be slIying. ,, ' thought J miles .way. 'I'M ulronoffif'U en 
could, I thought. I cou](J, I lhought I . . - L.._ ••• __ h I .. -

no ""', ... 
runllranqu1l!ty. could !" 

Like !he ["""molh'e In 1M dtildren's fnble, 
the HUle engine whl~h pushed and p\l1!e<I on llIe 
cass Scenk RaiLro:>d In f>t>CnhOnlns COllnly was 
where II was because of optimism. determinA. 
tion , and endurance. 

111_ <lIlnlilie. ,*longed 10 Ihe C;u5 Planning 
CommiUte. 8 local group f"rm~d in August, 1960, 
aller the Mower Lurn""r Co. elOli"" the sawmill 
Md IoUing oper~lion which h~~ ""pported the 
Cau community. 

This four. member (o"''''iUc.... beaded by 
Th~ore Rif/p, chief aCc<luntan l of Ihe No· 
lional Radio Astrono""Y Observatory at Gre<:n. 
t>ank, and J . M. K~ne Jr .. a Cass ",erchanl, 
had a goal: lhe purchase by \ne slate of part 
of the loggi ng rail",ay as a We~l Virginia tour· 
it.t attraction. 

The Department of ,,~Iural Il"sources, 
plagued . by a perennial fund shorlagc , was 
nOI al fIrst r~plive to Ille idea. BUI the Cass 
Planning COmmitt.... was not easi ly discour· 
aged. \vith newspaper SUPlK'rl and Ihe aid of 
Irieo>dly legislators, $1&0,00(1 was appropriated 
by th~ 1961 IAgislature for the purchase of 
Ihe Caos lracks Dnd righl~f·W3 Y. Tlte O<:-parl. 
ment of Natutal n .... OUfces acquired Ihe property 
In Ihe summer or t9G2 

Although Ih.e Slate i,ad only about $:10,00(1 
to make repairs to the lOlling road and build 
the neceosary fadlities, the Cas.s Scenic lIall. 
rG<ld opened for business on June 15 1963 llv 
day~ ~ore the state's lOOth birthday, 'nili" cas: 
P lannIng Committee Ihought It could and H had 

By July 28, before the bUSiness day $tarted' 
~i~~ ~.UIl5 .and 1.558 children had, during Ih~ 

'''' " "eks oS Ol'('ra11on, paid $2 00 and 
~~~'n~~:c::~I~lY;.!O~ Ihre eighl'~li1e rou~d trip. 

f • II' 0 operahon, alone rail 
way arcs WeTII' collecled in the amount 01 $2 205' 

There were drawb k . • Onl f " ~ - ae sand dlsappolnlmcnls 
thlsY our miles of tIM! Irack could be uU!iu-d 

ye;>r lor an asccnl of about I" r . 
Is 3bout h If of ' e<:t, Thls 
vlsioned:nd the total ral1wDy mileage en--

. ' paMengerS nre rIOt " br 
vIew the breathtakln II' • e 10 
l~c IW 0( Bald K obI pnnorama from near 
high ' 1 n ,at 4,152 lett the nil 

':-'\"'. the ~, .rak In \he sta le, tloped, for fUndl
st

(!.'lI 
have n.·!:II'3. n tdevelopment AdrllhllllraUo .. 

.......,n DPjlrol'cd 
Sut \hI!. outlook L!; • not d.rk , 1"O(Ilrtment ol 

NuotlotlonJ ~L thla wtlUn, 
between the P,ru OMJlIon of 
ol, Natural Relour<:a and "-I 
tory o(lId't.. In the event 
approved. Ca .. Stenle 11 
will proceed al D topld pace. 

-An Import.ant tuk whk:fl would bI .....,. 
alely undertaken would bt: the dearillC of 10«lIl 
s lash to eliminate lire haurw.. An ot.uv.u. 
towcr nCar Ihe top ol II>e INIUllwlo W Ill", 
priority, for the use of bolll .. 1Cto~ ud 
pholograpliera. Some old ullra.d QII , .cc 
used os logger campi, would pr~l,. be .-
vated and placed In servlcoo. 

In an artlck!. publ l.!:Md in the SundQ C..a.-
Mail Stale Mag:u.lne til /013,. 14. '.1, I w ..... 
thai the problem would _m IG be. aN-r ... 
railway gels imo oper.;ttion, I>Ol to ,11rKt ~. 
isla, but 10 find wlfielent liYlnC ~ .. 
lood for them alter their arrlnl. ~ ~ 
seerna to have been aec:un~. 

Many 01 the Cau Scellic RailnoIII 
bring !litnlc lunch .... I. .... mall ...... 
would be }ust a fuciutlDl -.1 
sloJ)_ For e.umple:. • 

The lraln doe:s DOt run 011 
day, but. on Salu,rd.a,.s. 
maltu ttlrt1O' tr!ps.-One 
In the .Iler_n. Oil. 
BOO FrldayJ;, it makes 1_ 

'l'bose with picnic \ulldle7 CO 
early Irl!l5. hal,e lund! on tIM 
catch a Iliter luln beet ~ c.... .. 

on m; visit, ~ W_'s ~.; ..... 
ServIce of the MeUIodltt 00wUI. • c.. "..., 
was maldn, IIDd .ma. ,.. ........... 
aOO dlstrlWUlII IOIt driJW .. U. eAO ...... 
Thea local __ II wort bard to .......... 
the lade .. ~taUMlIIC.- lao Ow ana. 

The wMle pro)«t. bf lilt ..,. .... ....,.,. .. 
ubt witbout the ""'Pt"'''' tI .. e 3. " 
IIDd Ottlo nan..., . .-ttidI ~ .... ' c.. 
&!pot lo bo I.IMod U ........... t • ' "1. 
11tk~~. wall.., .-- .......... ..... 

If J'W ~ ta .. WI c..a. .. __ ... .. 
b~ ... ~ taM at.& ............ .. 
__ ~U,.. ..... _ · 
)w....,. ..-. ",.. ...... 
S ............ _· .. 

,svIUM)" ,&Ie. 



commodations in Cous, but yoU might try the 
nearby Io .... ns of auck~ye, Marlinton, or Boyer, 
or COllllult the W. Va. Depi. of Agriculture's 
Vac.al101i Farm Directory. 

~ JeeI1Cl'y alld cUmate are worth some slight 
illOJ!lvtnle~. Ollt of the P~tticr ways to reach 
Can, ol·er an U~Uel1t high .... a)·, i.l through the 
MOI)(.I

D
rahti;1 !'.' .. tional Porest illId Seneca SLate 

}'ote:II, btt\\·~n HUnternlife and Dunmore. 
On !he railwa,. ride 1l5elf, vlzitor, Iral"el .In 

1"'0 lark OalClll"l pro~ideij \Io'ilh benches and 
aD o··t!ftead co,·triol of Wood III'''' plaltle. W. E. 
Blackbuol I ~l 'ritwiteacher. lalidcrmill. - -

I __ 

Blackhurst's stuffed an imal museum at Cass is popular spot. 

~. a 
,-"'1"'ft , \ 

.-
# 

, , 
~ 4 " . , 
~."","". 

I , 

WSCS ladies prepare refreshments to sell to rail road tourists.. 

He is right. .. \.~ (he Shay rmshes the natcars stranger, just shnke his hand and" Introduce 
up the mountain, cI'cr}"onc crO" 'ds to the sides, yourSt'If. We don 't want nny t ~outJ le , _ 
anxio"· to look at nnd pholoaraph lht' SCCucn'. .m1lckhurst is an expert t n~Hwrmlst and ha$ 

.... ". . f ' '~Is Blackhurst Il()inl ~ Ollt somc aneiclI! railroad C3rs st( up ;looul 175 mounted sllccnncl'l5 n anm , 
where "Jo.;:gers camped (or six months nl a found ill the area, llS " 'ell 11$ a fe .... l'llotll' 
time, and the only r~rcatjon they had was poker slll:ldcs, ill a sm;11I museum ot ,.J ..... " !.tl l<' 

and fighting." bl;Jck beur. kl1loo recent»' nC.lf th:l! communlt), 
As the Iwill turns lip the grade .. I l..culher_ greels the I'lsi lor a l the (1.-.01'. 

IllO~l' m.l~' be< obt~ t4 .. , .. _ a. All .... 
l['nshe tall.' b ".IIrb~'. u.,. -=--- ,-.,. it 
Ideal. llnel tht~.., b ~ 

1"hI! \WI~ _ho &f'1' 
II M':k 10 tlo.: Itw c.-.xs r; 
I'II~'\'''('\I , ~iq f ...... u.. 
\ i"IOO' bu.Il, 0.. ' ....... ... 

.,. 'a... - .... .", Ita .. 
bllrk Creek . .... hich hends up at ~ ,800 rl'f!t and The I'rc~nt S('c>nil,: IlollrO;I,ll'lId, Ill! ., pI<lLC"u 
ctlnlains nalh'c li rook Iroul. fl!nckhurllt wlUHy ubout fou l' mHI.'8 HII lhl' tlIII1I1111i,Il ~:I"""'" 
":k,,:, ,',,' ''','' ,,' ,10, """,w"" ''''',cr", IV", ''', '''', ",,"',," ",,' ,,", ,., ,'",,', " • ~, •• -. ..... . 
v,,,'", •. ""'"'. " "" Jor"" ,,,or "'""",,.,, ",,,,, '"'' ,,, """or " """,or~ 'M' "".. , .... "" ..... _ ...... f;:' ':" """:, __ 
In Ih~ rUn"I, IJIlI:k nbunrd, The I'llIht mitt' 11ot! 1._ I."......... rr _ 

"""~."r. "Mt,. M"Sbllt. 
t'~..tK"t .... -................ 

-- - - - 7 - -



• 
'Sit!U .(IUO SlallJ)!C aua 

~ V "SlS'!JIIOI pe.J11ll uea Jcaq lIJCI<i ~II'I V 
~:> panoJll lU~WIIOJI ,\\!3 ICJIlIIlU S!'l II! 

"Id!l lnw O) ~"'01l1l J! I~SC IS!J:'IOI ~Iqlllll'},\ Il 3q 
PIll!);) JIl<Kj '1Jllf!l allL · rno! \nc~u ! J'll 01 JJ:l"uIlP C 
va.oa pur ';t;lU[!S!n\1 Il 10 aU!ljIJWOS l!<X!11l ·UO!I 
oXJll11 15!JnDl Jlljndod \SOW C SI J Il3q ~JC]Q ~'Il 
.~OWS leal!) aljl II! lno puno) J"'llj CII!IOJC3 
1f1.l0_~ pue ~IIUJ.L JO t\1I;)1)!SJJ 51! ','15nO!J;)S 

,:!rol llil 011 JJ5 1'IIIlllP I .. 

:SpJO." P C";) 

ill{ aJa'" ~lfl pull 'IU!CldwoJ 11 J IOJ." 'J;)I\J,"OI[ 
uOlIIJlJC1i! WO)) lfjJnol 3U"O" JuQ .~ooq ,SJ01!S!,\ 
iilll II! JlI.roW~J llJl{1 WOJ I :;"u!3pnf 'P..su~ld 
;;;q 01 W»!l pllw1!eJ ssc.) il\ll oplJ 01 >[3;1." 

Il ooo't1 J3,\0 lWr61ld ,)10 01[" SJO\!I>!II 0tU. 

;lll\ J1 'II;;).I:! Sl 11~Jl' ~s.:J ~41 )0 \"'1111;)100 " IlL 
'QI<r.1 

IC"'[11-'1[1"1 HI\S 111 1"1l,! lJOI!5 pUC :lUO! ~ t;lOQ ~ 
m.\\ ;1;;)41 1l1q 'app :1'uol c 4\.10.' -' S! dOl ""11 U1GJ l 
.\l3!.1 ':H\.L ' II "'lUI 01 3JCJ 011'" ;)SO'!1 JOI 'tu,,! 
i t: ";)1MI ~ tl'U1 d!J, "'II 'qoU)I Plcg dn .k .. 
"1.11 nc $~J 1I!IlJ, a'll U"'1 .... ' illep ' ''Illi II IV 
'5.11011 0_"1 ~l\Cl "p!J "111.11-llII!",;)IIJ. 'p.!l!OI!c l\;)(!q 
sqW!I" 1131/1 '!;;l jIlU!U1 SI ln~ JOj ,,~c "Iuald 
0: II! 5~U!JP puc f ica puc S3!plal\ii '\00 "13S 
auoJ1M3 'u!c\unow OM./I dn 5<1 111.11 J rIO) \!lillie 
UC3j "'ld 11 uo spua PCOJ1!1i'lJ "!~:>S W;)R.Id ~ 

'JOOp ;)(Ill'! J01!S!" · fI<I! Sj'lo3.l:J 

' ,(j'UI\U1W()3 lel(l JCilu '\ IIU3.»l Jl3IL"I 'le'"'! lpI!!<I 

"gjc l V ·sse.) III U1~nw TI'IIUI>' e U] 'S.Jp3ds 
arIO~" ." ill 'C ~c 11",,\1 " '113.111' ;Il!l II! p<IlI<Il 
SlllW!ul,l )0 SUilW!~ piIlUOOUI \:!I l nuq1l d n l~ 
sell PIlI: IS!WJ;)!lP:C\ loI<Jdu ue ~ ~n.IA::IVl8 

.:"lql'lOJl All" lUll'" 1.U<IP " ,'0\ '11-'< 
aanpo.tllli puc puC,! "!II .. "rqy 1m{ 'Jil~l'I 

'lIIilJU[llJIlW i1 .{Ji)UilO$ JI(\ pull 'I C3P! 
q 1I11!t.Ulp J3WWIK (1111 ',(qJ1lJII S! ;).\ 11;) ;l1I]5U 31 

-u IIV " I! dol~";P 01 ~!Cl'!O iI<\ .(CW Muaw 

=----~=""~ 

Il 3~'t ~O(It \1l1(1 .(poqiue _ pull 'no t puMJ~ 

'fOOl '!<'I{ JI OS .. , ...... ,,,. 'ss!w 01 ' '' "'II .... OO~ J~Aa 
I 1"'11 IIlN ·UJW I,UPII><» .c"'U "1<1 "II/I 1/"10.1 ) 
~ 'III" pUll 'W~I III IQI[I , ;.U\ Il!l1lW "~I 
'.'"" ~ 01 paa~1I .blll II >na~ucltf a~'! 
I.Uop 0lI" a.t~ dl\ aut 01[. .. ~ a.- ".aJ3II l 
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Exterior of Coss Country Store. C'h~a~,~,,:,:t:.~n~;:;::;::t.~~~ :. ore behind this facility. 

WHAT"S NEW AT CASS! 

State's largest Wtt,ist spot 
finaLly getting some necessary 
improvements and thefe are more 
on the board as soon as money 

BY WIlliAM C. BUZZARD is available. 

what is now a major West Virginia tourist ~t· 
trullon. 

Operating a railroad on a shoestring led to 
liOme maddening incidenls which wcrc very 
!learl), catastrophes. For instance, a Wash· 
mgum, D. C., newspaper sent in /I writer 

"",:ho gave ~mple and ,vOTable coverage to 
e.llS, Bod hIS story prompted many. Washing
tonians to make the long drive to Southern 
We!A Virginia. Th iJ> was well {llId good, until 
• locomotive axle broke at lhe time of lbcir 
,,\JIlL . 

Stale Road Commission wiD ~lSO repave the the first private-entcrprlse de,'elopmenls at 
remaining four or live mile! of road to Casso Clsa, ls $lill going stroog, aod BllICkburst 

The AIlA grant 01 $576.000 was linally ap- has now mOWlted aboul JIlO animals for your 

pro~ed, and State Parks officials say that bids inspe(:lion. on the railruad work will be receIved Au- A Civil-War Museum. opened 13s1 year by 
gust 17. It is probable, howe~er, that no ma- Mr. and Mrs_ Kyle Neighbor, is IIear the 
jor W9

rk 
will be done until lIe)t spring. _ Blackhurst taxidermy nhlbil. II feature!! 

What will be done with the ARA grant? "penwrilten" records, Iellers and graplli • 
First , the Cass Scenic Railroad will be extend- celltun' old, including Ch,U·War p:l)'l1Iil$. 
cd fOllr miles, to the top of Bald Knob, a nearly 'Il>ere are many w(!l.jlOf1S" of the LincOln eel, 
so. This will D1ake the ride twice as long as at and ather brie-a·brae Pot closely COCUIecttd 
present, although there will still be a stop at JA'ith the Civil War, web as I geDuine West 
Whittaker, the pllu;e on the mountain where Virginia moonshine stili. me run now ends. There are no overnight aI;CollllDO<latiaIU in 

The section of railroad OIa! DOW exists will cass, and Van's Motel, about 10 mIles distant, 
be improved. Railroad shops on the line near yet arfords the nearest Jcd~. But silt ml~ The accident Injured DO onc, but it did put 

the raUrOlid 0lI1 of buBlness unUi a neW wde 
Willi Icic:lltOO, whleh took no' lihort scW'ch (a 
h .... k .. ' i .... l mJlfl .. Ih .. ",,~~~h .h ,,~"'r' p,.,.t-.------------------

~ 

\ 



_ORR ..... _ wn_" _ • • ...., I'IU,_ ............. , ............ "' ... 0& 0;07 _ , .. .. 

_V •• """""'..... .. ............... W..n "" II .. . 111,60<1 work wm , .. ,«o'!v,,", ... ... 
... _. I' II. _"",",IN""I III .. wrlh,. 

.... , .. ,,,, &l1'li11<0 .... 1 .~",.l~ .. MY ...... \I> 
PO"' I' n 1& ~.oI).b1!l, ho""~v ... , !hIt flO Ill.,. 
]or ... orIc .. m I", ~ until _ ~" 
Wh~t wl11 boo do!Ioo wlth tlIO ... n ... !£rtnl? 

" lral , 110" CUll !iconic: lblL~ood .. III III! >e:l~ 
l .... -' II~ ...,. IlfMIjoiftl m_nt W ..... I~I· 
, __ '" ..... Ute loa. drive \.0 IIoo.Uwn 
.... \ \/'Jill" 'nII,o wu •• 11 and 100<1 ,m'l.I ;.a.' ...... ," ... 1. ~~., the Urn. oi thel. 

on.. ...... 1.'"" III~ 110 OII~. bill It dId put 
Ibot ~11r~ IKII III 1luI1n_ ""Ill • ne .. ,,1<1 .. 
.... IoeIlM<I, _ hl(' h 100II nc ahor1 /OeAn:h C. 
~1 I1nd maile Ihe ~",~h aborter). I>rob
ahIJI more In.,,,,,tllnt Ih~1l \lI(! Il::mpor""Y holt 
In ......... 1_ wu the ad~erae Impl'<!SSion 
m_ upon Lhe Iong.aullcring ybllor& !rom 
t,h" n.llon'. t~pllgJ. 

II .ppe ..... thm! at Ionll Jnst the Icon .lays 
. , Ca .. ""' "bwl over, lind rMidWIlI of lhe 
.. kI m llL !<lwn d;oulJUC$a 1\'1:1 LIla\ It's pone 10)(1 
_. It look three yellJ'l from the Ume the 
SCtnk! 1I ~11roltd lden was bGlched by tOO eMS 
PIAlln\n& C<lmmluec until the lirs! pllSS<!nccrs 
,,'cu haulC!d. And, before lrn(k get.'! laid nod 
~1U't.ll gcUl mo,"Cd. il. ... 111 loa,"" tAken mOTe 
IbMlWO yt:lrS lor reder-Dl Arell Red<l'Vclopmcnl 
Admlnlstntlon funds to be put to ,"wk at 
C~ 

1\0"0 years ago, the AliA wns th inking 01 
gnnting the Cass Scenic nnilro.ad over 11811· 
a .mWlon dollars to "",tend the rails to the top 
of Bald Knob (eleva Lion. 4 1!52 foot) and im· 
provt! existing faciUtiCll. BUl the grm:t was de
layed by protests from the NaUonnl Radio As
troMmy Qb&ervnlO<:Y at nearby Groon Bnnk. 

The scientists with the bill metal earl! bad 
bullt II Ilst(!1ling JI05I. to the univcrSl!,at Green 
Bank be\:ause the area was as qulet all II 
moon crater at mldnigbL 

""' fOOlr mil .... , 10 Ute t.op of nald Knob ...... l' 
010. n IL! win mAh ~ . 1,kI t~ .. ~II ... at 
pr~m, .L1MY"" tiler ..... 111 .cI1L be • """ '" 
Wh ittaker, !he I'lAo:e on \he mounlllhl .. hen 
the I'UlI now ends . 

The aectlcln of r.:llIrOa~ that no.. f:1IIII .. m 
be lmproved. lI aUroad IIi>opII 00 the line MU 
CaM .. LU bo r~nOVQted ..,d probabh' opmed. 
lor IOU'lsI. \lI$pedlon. 'l'beOIe aoop., .. !ilcb bove 
complete tools and fBcillU .. for ateam·Joro. 
live !cpolr, arc c .... iosilles In them&eIYelI, wllb 
I'arhcular "I)peal to railroad c:n!h\l!Iasu. 

":t tho .end 01 the Line atop Bald Knob, biking 
In,l. ..,11 be p.epared through a beautiful 
sp.uce loresl, and lUI ovorlool< wlll be COn· 
Slructed. The panorama from thill overlool< 
whkh [ hAVe S(!Cn, ill ~tlnC<l to bI)Oom~ 
known as a beauty !!p<)I. of the EasL 

At the s>resenl u>rmlnus, a plateau on the 
side of the ml)UflLain, about 40 acres 01 land 
wlll be acqu ired by the slate, if aU goes .. ell . 
A.I pr~nt. riders of the Cass S<:enic Railroad . 
d)SCl."bark and m"Y, if they wi&h, frolic or 
picmc OJ! IlDd around part or a I~mlle, SMoot 
right.-:of.way now ownC<l by the slate. 'J'bere 
.. 1II be tollelS and ;>ienic areas al the top 01 
Bald Knob and also at the lower slop. 

Ultimately, Cass enthusiasts dream 01 • 
lodge , sI<.i trails and.other fril ls near the SUm· 
mit of Bald Knob, but !he bnlf·mW10ll dollar. 
available from ARA at Ibis time won't cover 
thaI. 

"No indeed," &aId OleY, "we don't want noisy 
train!i and noisy people with Ihcir noisy au
mobUes. It'll ruin our reception." 

Down in the valley at the preseot time, 
there have been many pleasanl improvements 
since the summ.". of 1963. Se~.".nl privately 
owned and operated establishments have 
sprung up to cat ... to the more obviOUS ueed5 
of railroad patrons. Tbo observatory o(licinls said it migbt be 

all right to keep the Cass Scenic Railroad , but 
the ae.:ess road would have to be relocated. 
'!'be accesS road happens to be W. Vii. 28, a 
primary highwa~·. 

Tho S I ate Road Commission screamed 
about that. "Can't do it!" said BW'1 Sawyers. 
"It would cost millions!" 

There was a deadlock which was fin ally 
broken by Sawyer's suggestion thal part of 
w. Va. 7, Dot W. Va. :t8, be relocated. W. Va. 
1 is a seeondllry road that CI.Innecl5 W. Va . 
28 with CBSS, about six milos distant. The sug· 
gestlon was a~epled by federal authorities, 
and the intersection of IV . VII. 7 aod 28 ;s 
being mo\·ed about a mile south of \I.s presenl 
Joc:atJoo. 

You no longer have to travel 40 miles for a 
hot mut J. M. Kane Jr., a Cass mcrchRnt, 
hO$ renovated a 1;&0 dining car and named 
it the Shay Inn. Alr.eonditioned and at· 
lTacli\'ely furn ished, the Shay Inn is an ex· 
ample of ereative thinking, an Ofl"l'ation 
which fits in perfectly with its selling. 

You may al50 get something to eat a1 the 
Cass Country Kitchen , the restaurant section 
01 the Cass Country Store, a huge , restyled 
!umber~ompany store building .. ilich aJso 
houses a soda fountain, beochts tor the .... eary, 
rest rOOIllll and many SOII"epir stands. 

'I'bIs involves building ooe nnd throo-tenlhs 
mILes 01 !leW higbway , and the job should be 
dooe by thia fall. 11 is to be hoped. thai. the 

The Cass' Country Store complex is, like the 
Shay Inn , /I privately owned dev('l.opment 
catering to patronS of the stale-o .... ned. raU· 
mad. 11 is thougbtIully and I.aStefully p;unied, 
d>!COuted, lighted, and arranged 
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eo..l Countrv Kitchen in c.ounlry , tore. Note soda fountoin ot left. 

Interior of Shay Inn. Mrs. Shay works in running it. 

You lurnish the lot· 
we'll lurnish 
everything else! 



Int rior of Sha y Inn. Mrs. Shay works in running it . 
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9 •• ph., witliom C. Blino.d solon lop of .oboose 10 gellh;, shal al Con Rait.aod Shoy enroula 1a Mounta;n State Fo.a,' Ful;vo\' 

THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 

Built for mOllllwin climbing, ie 's slow, 

mighty slow on the ",'erland trips. 

BY W ILLIAM C. BUZZARD 

Thi~ YCIIr the Elkin, F"r"'1 Fe~Ii'·;'\\' 
1'1"1111"(\ b.,· 11,iu nn,l .\i mill w'· ... rht>r. 
\\""II II"n~.1 Ollt "r Ih ,· ,h.ugh of <1~ p<Jllcl 
by Ollr ',f the p(I" .. ,·rfl.ll Ii\l\~ logVinR 
lOC(>I)lOtivf"· n<lmi)"H' ~"n ,II .. W'.IIrlH
ful ]nlll·ll •• , 5hny 

GP"'"~k' .nort and pili Oft lh.- I'G ... Sc""k "Fl. 
road. tht.. _ haul"'l ., P"YIIII 
«.orne'" up Bald Knob 1m miks ..,. 
back alia in. 

'-"'" ,ur, !IOfI1_ h.d II!. d.-a 01 brir-t 
\nil. one of (hi!: C .. Sha~. 1ft EIlt ...... rOO" " 
F"or~~t F"..,.Uval, ,"Mrt we ; 'Iblle w<dd '" 
Irc3t~'(l to shon rides lor •• ",at~ la. 'fbo, ~ 
....as a happy ""'" Tho: Slia) ... ~ • _I • 
d",,",la woo beeame \he bo!lle '" 1M ban 

Du""'lIlhe Ihr,,~-da~ F"",'I";] ''''f ... WO pa. 
..,nger!. de.plle • ,·old and I""r"·'~"lll raIn. 
paid mon~y '0 '~k" ""orl ri., ... lwhind rho, 150-
10"'. ShOll l'lC<Imo"" .. un hn"'1"t .,.hid. which 
ol"(h"",,\)" chug, up Il~kll\nob (f! Ii>< Ci:I,;.r, Scur· 
k Rilil'o.d A1lhOl,gh Ih" mi~" .. ble w~ather 
may ha ve hah·ed th~ nllmbe!" or flal1ng eus· 
lomers. the lilll. Sh~l" r~m.in('d ~ ,tdlar ,,'
U"actH)n 

It wU do:-cided \~ "opeal 1\., .• ;"') ptfl. 
alICe rOT the 1'.1;;5 EUo:iN t'I,"·'1 F"HI,,",,",. ""'-
IIIe llqIa~m""l of Natural n .·~ ... ,h, t 
...... 115 the Sliayl. agrl'ed. FUr'll!« ...... m_ 
Ih<.>Ughl It might be 8 g<JOt! idn 10 iI1~i\e 1M 
press and other- IWSlS lor the 611-mile ,ide, 
as the Sli8y shimmies. from Cua 10 Elki"" 

This wU done. About two do~ ~ II W8S dirr;~ult IIOt to no'k~ . he I"""molh·e, 
lor ;IS shrill and ~etrating 51C3m whistle 
...... '1 more eardrums and clear"" more sinll$
es in three days than could be in~led hy 
a dOleo oloiarynllOlogiSl$ ,n a year Gf prac· 
tic/!. How do you ignore a 1<!!;li~31 aUra~tJon 
with a 50rl Gf built.in calliope which eftn be 
heard lor r1"e milcs? \'ou don'l, ~SpI!Ci31\~ II 
the calHo~ has only one nOI C, Gf", ai, roost, two 

"I1M!re w"'~ dlll!ie woo. in !.C1I·<.ieJen!;e. b.ul00 
ou\ mid_winler ear mlllfs ; ollwf5 mercly IVlt
teo;! thcir Iet'th In silent prol~S'\ a[!ainSl the 
dawn.IAJ-dark ~le"m'5iren s)' mphony aut most 
people acc~pted Ihe i""omoh,·/! "hi~llc M a 
mild "uisance ;ndicati~e or a strong \.Ic:ntlot, 
and w"re glad the Shay was in to .... ·" 

gerll ao::compnnied Slimy No. ~ , loIlowed by ~ 
N81 passeng'" nat c .... and I eabeoSl>. as 
left Cass about 9:30 00 !he mornl3g of Od . • 

The ride. interrup\le<l b)' throe .... aler'lIi 
Slops ' for the locomOli~e . not 1M pasoseIIlefl, 

Few 10 ..... OS in the U"ited Staler. ("M boast Gf 
the prestnce of a Shay ffig;ne at MY .im~ 01 
the ye3r . [nlMmed source"!! ~tlmal.t IhM I\Ot 
moce Ihan 40 Gf the old steam locomOliv~ U· 
ist in th e United SlolH today . MId jew 01 th~e 
are any longer able 10 shake, rat~. and roll. 
How did such a rare anti<tu~ ha~ 10 be hllul. 
ing passengers in Fllkins during thf t'Q(e" t·es
Il val? 

It h.apJlI!ned ]»IrI\) ~a~ nil IIn(06 ""len&
ins to Ihe Chesapeake" ()h,o and \\~-I1lt"", 
Maryland Railro~<ls e>.lst bt.·tW(i"ll Ca;.li ~nd 
Elkins. FOIIf Sh,,~' engln~ ~re ~I l.:a.s Uur
ing Ih~ summer monlh$ lia,)" ,tlk lIoJ~ Ihat 

and another slop {or minor repair,. IoN • bIi 
longer-than anticipaled.. It Willi abetl\ ~.30. aM 
geUing dark, .... hen the lillie SIllY ertPt inu 
Elkins Maximum speed. had bH!n about flRbI 

mil.>s an h.eur. 
The t .... o do~en wOO had !o\artKl the trip "" 

Cass "",d, ~t the Elkins r.,1$h line. tIv..~ ... 
S<tmNhinf, less than hall that numbtr 01 
th(lSe who stayed. all the w.-y WIth the Sha~ 
four ",,,,e ..... omen. 1lw:y "'~re MI"$. VIol'" 
Snoo~g3l" or Elltiftll; Mrl. ~Iabel rre1."cU III 
uuckhannen: Katherine ~k'iunen of M~"''''' 
\lee. Wis., editor of Better Camping nug1uno. 
and Rosemary Entringer. 015(1 01 M~ .... a""'" 
managing edit .... of Tnins ~1i\J!Ulnf. 

Ina~mt.H:h as !he OOolnllre \I ip jrom ' 
Elkinltook aboul nine houn, I' nuy lal,," 
dffiU<'ed lh~t the SIIay IS the tDlUJUoe ,N 
1(>(:(>nW\1~" ... orld. What, I,"", are ,1>0 wt:\lf"fi 

Its pnnelpal \irtUf today 15 lUI rt"IMn~' 
populmrtty IS anO\·~lt~ raiir(llld 1000ist ,w
hon In We$.I Vtrf,inia, l'(oI"tll t:~jna l ... bo.. 
_ Sha) !ltHl w"ts IlIi a _1llOII <.".ltoo 
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, •• 1 •• ..,.' Wllliom C. Iliuord . 01 on lop of coboose to get this shot of Can Railroad Shoy e nroule 10 Mountoin Stote Forest Festival. 

~ , 
THB '.OMDERFUL 

IRON BORSE SHAY 

Built fur mountain climbing, it's slow, 

might, slow on the 'overland trips. 

BV WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 

This year the Elkins Forest Fellt.iva\ 
plagued by rain ancl dismal weather : 
wag pulled out of the slough of despond 
by ODe of the powerful little logging 
locomotives admirer~ call the Wonder
ful Iron-Hoas Shay. 

operate) snort and pull oolheCa!lll Scmic Rau 
road, Illi$ season hauling 38,851 paying « . 
lometa up Bald Knob lor low- lOUts ""'I 
back again. 

During Ille Illree-(!ay Festival over 4,000 pas--
5e,!gers, despite a cold and persistent rain, 
paId money to take short rides bel1ind the !IG
ton Shay locomotive , an antique vehicle which 
ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob on the Cass Scen
ic Railroad. Although Ille miserable weather 
may have halved Ille number of paying cus
tomers, the lit!!!e Shay remained a stellar at
traction. 

Last year, someone bad the it\ea III. brin~ 
Ing one of the Cass Sbays to Elkins lor th, 
Forest Festival, where the pubjle would ~ 
treated to short rides lor a small lee. 'The idle, 
was a happy one: 'ItIe Shay was a sooty Ctn 
derella who became the !if.\le 0( the ball. 

It was dif(ieult not to noliee the locomotive, 
for its shrill 'aod penetratiJ1g steam whistle 
bent more ~.aDd cleated more sinus
es in three- daji ~ could be iMpeded by 
a dot.en ~ in • yellr of prac
tice. HoW do'JOU ignOI"e a festival attraction 
with a sort, built·in calliope wbich can M 
heard for flw mBee? You doa't , especially if 
the calliqpe!las ciI;!IY one note, or, at, most , two. 

It ,was decided te> <"'PClIt 1I".orSba1'pen .... 
ance locUi"e1.965 Elkins Forest Festival, ant 
the · Department of Nahn-al ~es, whicb 
owns the Shay! , agreed. Further, someom 
Ihoog.ht it might !if. a good idea to invite Ibt 
press and other guests for the 6IHni\e tide, 
IllI \he' Shay shimm~, lTom CallI ~ EIilins. 1 

This Willi doole. About t~Si-
gerB accompanied Shay No. 4, -fI:I bJ' 
eral passenger fbi carl ~ , all 
len CaM about 1:30 oa the-m or·Ocf. Ii 

The ride , interrupted by tbiee w&lerint 
slops (1(11" the \OCOI'Dotive, ~. nBen! 

There were IIi08e who, in Sdf-defense, hauled 
out mid-winter ear muffs; otbera merely grit
ted their teeth ·in siient protest agalrut Ille 
dawn-t.o-d.ark steam-siren symphony. But most 
people accepted the locomotive whistle as a 
mild nuisance indicative of a strong benefit , 
and were glad the 91ay was in town. 

Few towns in the United States can boast of 
the presence of a Shay engine at any time of 
the year. Informed sources estimate ~t~ 
mote than 40 of the old steam locomotives e:-:-
1st in the United Slates today, and fC'I'P of these 
are lIDY longer able to shake, rattle, and roll . 
How did sucb • rare antique hapPen to be halll
ing passengers in mills during the Forest FH-
tival? 

It happened partly because rail lines belong
ing 10 the Qlesapeake " Obin and Western 
Maryland Railroads eDsCbelween CaM and 
Elkins. FOur Shay engine6 are at CIISII. Dot
ini the SUnuDef !DOIIths tbe)' (the lhree that 

and another atop for roUDor look a b~ 
longer than anticipated. II w 1:30, ano! 
getting dark, .. beD \be II crept ?nil 
ElkinS. Muimum s~ b ei3Jn 
miles an hOW'. 

The two dolen who blld IItaUd the trip .. 
Cass had, at the. E1Ilins rklWi IIM,-~ Ia 
something Ie$ll IllIID balf th.i lIumbe!". ot 
those who stayed aU !be way with the Shay, 
four were women. '!'bey were Mrs. Viole! 
Snedegar of ElklM, Mrs. Mabel VTet. ... eU III. 
BuckhalUlOD; Kather ine M.cMull~ of Mil~lIU 
ket, Wis., editor of Better Campltl' mlga7.IM 
aDd Ro5emary' EntriDpr, also ~ Milwaukee 
managing edi\ol' of Trau. "lgulDe. 

Inasmuch as the ~ trip from ( . 
EIJtinI toot aboot nine boI.In. it IDa)" flU .. 
deduced that the Shay ill !be torWse 01. \lW 
!oeomotive w(ll"id. What, tbeD .. Ita virtUH! 

Its principal virtue today" KI ~ab 
popularity as II DOvelI}' raiirelll ~ attr 
tioo. In West Virginia, Nortli c.oUM ~\ 
one Shay stiI1 sef""'~tI ... _ c 

SUNDAY OA.ZBTT£-JlAl 



W .... ophotographer William C. Bliu.ord sot on top of (obOO5e to get this shot of Cass Railroad Shay enroute to Mountain State Forest Festival. 
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........... rout. "wav,", lik. crazy" w hen troin possed . 

.... ere the Heisler lind the Climll .~. 
The last Heish:r. a locomoth'e ul\'ented b} a 

Comcl1 engineer nam\"d Ch .. r!cs Heisler. was 
rullllufaetured in 1941 "nd C:limax W,,1lI out 
of IJusllless in 1929. 

The Sha)' and it.' Imillliors diff<:r~·d from eOIl 
vt'fltionol steam locom')lil'es in that the) .... ere 
designed to huul he~ \"} lo ... dll on Meel) g,.ad~s 
Called "geored-- engines. as IIPPOSctl 10 g('n. 
eral-purpose, main·line locllmotives .... hich 
used Cilnnecting roos from drive .... heels III 
pislons. Ihe Shay had a nu rnl.ler of small 
wheels ..... hich afforded gr(~at tractioll bei:ause 
each was a dr iving ..... heel. 

On main-line engilles, Ule number of drive 
wheels varied . but they were re lati vely large 
in diameter , heav)·. and demanded s mooth 
track which in turn required constant mainle
nance . Additional small wheels on the big 
s teamers held up weight and served as rail 
guides, but otherwise were functionless. 

Not SIl on the Shay. The wheel sets (called 
" trucks" ) under bolh locomotive and tender 
are connected 10 Sleam cylinders trallsmilting 
power through 11 crankshllfl and flexible. coup
lings. Every whC{!1 does ..... ork. 

The ShllY is ellsy to get arllun(i curves. is 
easy on track. and can adapt to I'ough road
beds lIIat would liLal! 0,' wreck convenllonal lo
comotives. The Sh3\' is slow. bul it could puU 
tons of logs up ~ gl"i.dc three times as steep as 
a roo-eogine locomoli"e could 3!<Cend . ;lUd safe
ly gel the sallie lOonugc down the s leep !l1'ade 
(In the other sid l' "I the hm 

With the d"mIN' +,/ Ilw l- S loggnl~ industry 
u it was 11111.<; IWldb,.I~"> Sh[l.~ \utU!'~ I'lund 
no nich~ U1l'j" ""'Ill flU. liud UlIUHlf;oe\ure 

ce=~dlllg: t el John P Kluor~n of Ihe 0 ..... 
pllrlmelll or NI'\urlll R.·".,uree ... .... J' o h~- mad.~ 

him~l( an lIudlorily in such mailers ( ~1lII who 
furmshed the techniCli1 data for this art;",I,, ) 
the las l three gcaroo locomoti"es ~ver huil; 
spent the ir entire ..... ork career!l in West Vir
ginia . and aU three still exist. 

1'hey are nOI now. howCI'cr , in Ihe Mounta in 
Stale. Olle. a Sh.ly that was OI)Crale!t b) Lhe 
Westem Mnryllind 011 8 stoop eoal·haul in 
Tucker Coun ty. is now displayed at the Baltl' 
more and Ohill H~ilroad's TransllOrta lion ~Iu
scum In B.lltimore, Md. 

The last Climllx to be munufaClul"OO now 
hauls passengers on the Carrol! Park .lnd 
Western tourist railrllad al Bloomsburg, Pa. [t 
was an iron·horse work horse for the Elk 
Ri\'er Coal and Lumber Co. out of Swandale, 
Clay County. 

The last Heisler locomotive evcr built is 
now on display in the public park of Washing· 
ton , N. C., Charles Heisler 's hometown. but. it 
spent its work ing career as No. 6 of the MId
dle Fork Railrllad al Ellam9re, in nandolilb 
County. 

Of the four Shays al Cass, numlJers 5 and 
I were buill in 1905, No.7 was bullt in 19J.O. 
and No. "in 1923. The Lima Locomotive 
Works merged with !lIe huge Baldwin l.,Qco· 
moti\'~ WorkS of Philadelphia in 1!l51l. nol only 
has quit making Shays. bul no IlIng"r h'1I1ds 
locomotives of any kind. . 

Lima no ..... builds power sho:\·elS . an adJuSt
ment to markel condi tions ..... hl~h ure a renee
tlon II( the changed manne!' Ul .... hl'"h man} 
men ... 'rest a lJvel ihood from thE'lr emuon· 

m~l~ fe .... operating Sha)"s .... hlch ye! I:~hl .11 
Cass and elsewhere carr}' nO! onl) tuut.M. 

~ For old J""~er' :md lallrtl~ d ml'l! passellgeh. w..., < ,... or ~ !H I 
they also e3rry endless '·1'· ... lllem I 
vanished pasL 

Some 01 ponengers snoo1ed during 
trip . 

. /1· 
, I 



A /1 •• , of onHqu. <0", d,;ven by v;.;I; ng dub., .. e m. ,;ghl 01 hom. W;I~ Shoy eng;n. 0' ;; wo ;" 10 luk. p."en,e" on ° ,;~ •. 

o Shay Can You See~ 
'After a s'lccessful first season, the Cas, Scenic Railroad is ro lling agl,in. 

BY WIlliAM C. BUZZARD 



., , .. , .. t..' ... 
~,.o.r 

~ ........ , ... .".,. '.1 I~ co! .Uo 
... ., UllJIIII_1J 

... u.r ('4 0 ,la1ll0n 
... ~, aballlkatd 

..... 41"'"' uhk"'" for ,T'" p,,~rwd -. 

_ ...... 0 .. ~ ..... I"' .. 1iI 
____ ..... ......,.. ...... 1:» 

.. ~~ • • _ .. ..: .... t ... 
,... ..... ....... _ ... pwu.o.lU 

__ "" ... , .... .. w- ,... I I.cal 

~";'-o!o- .... ~ ..." .. and ..... _ ~ ...... '" n-IDr~ R>!f~, I a. ~ ...... dJd _ _ anI tor 

.. F J ' .. ~ kat. ..uu_ rn! u.t_, . ... C- "..... CCICIIMIttee 
..-- .. ~ .IS« die-~I .. the 

....... ~ c.. ~I~ III- J,,1y of. - ,.. ...... .. ~ CIHIIplIII1. ,.rIu.n> the 
.-u II , '] .':llI . tIM: area, CUll 
......... ..- ad die.. en/ea, 0( 

_ . _ ..... ~«_mio; nour-
......... w~ 

T'Iw c-~ CM!1Il1u .. POlllted oul 
.. ... ..... tl'ar-d. With Its old Shay 
...... "-' .. ~ !II I IOlWW potenl ial 
.. ... ...,.- .. tcrappcd "Tb~ Department 
II ~ .. ~t:I YU III>t unpreued, al lo..,. .... Ow pUIIt 01 Jeoparchzins: other 
~ • __ ~ ~ 1DOIIt)' 11110 CaS!!. 

... DIe: '. I« tlIc old railfoad becaml! 
a ~ ...... wtdI ,"eral 1M:'I>"'!Iip!ipl!ft find 
~, .... ,u •. n II ller boosted 10 $186 ,-
_ .at."..~ by Ibr lq~atUl""t 10 
..., 8Dd lei ..... I.IIot tI)lroad and cerl.:l1n 
~~ ,..~its . 

f ...... '"'" .. as ~ .. th.t lhe: c .. u 
"'~ ~ ~ IIII' bull,",," un.J1<l" 
4.&1" aulC*tA .. J_ Il, IMl. Outmg I~, 
Uw u:lQld . .. Ill! all • ," .. !It round Irlp , bad 
D.,JU ~,.., ~ dunn, n day. oj 

-"'-

o Shay Can You See~ 
'A{ft.'r n success/Iii first S€l15011, the Cass Scenic Rail 0 d - " - -T a l S ro mg agam. 

BY WILLIAM C. BUZZARD 

, ....... nQIO","'" ~t O,·U UO,OOO In fares 
...s .... ..:-u ,...r."1)d In Ihl! CltO al.ll ion by 
~ dUl~h ~ 01 CUll. In Iddltion. the 
, S. Ana n t!de"eiopmenl Administration 
",,0I<k- .o. , .. I~b) .. ~76 .000 In federal funds lOT 
Uw deVtlopm~nt And u tension of Ihe oper · 

newsman who wrole a .Iory a~ling . In u
&cnce, th~1 the scenic railroad .... iIt be delayed 
Il«:~u ~c 01 "bure~ucrac)' '' and modern COn
sirue llon technLque.l .• nd that much ARA 
,,!an~)' t:lrmorked for C,Sli ""ill go 10 out
Siders . 

oeo:<I, il mighl be Iku.,. for both ilr 
aDd uUng a~ slefPing ...,commOlb~kx.a "";! 
be .etther enl.rely under Slate su'-"" . 
enllrely In private hands ~- .15lOII , ur 

Withou.t COmmOn maoa~emenl , \hi: ~ for 
tOOpoi'!al.on "!I .... een state and priu le bai
neU 15 elisenbal. or debilila tinJ: dogfid!u "Ie 
sure to O(:cur. 

• U .... n lltoad. 
Tbf;;e lund$ .... ·er .. for Ihe r ebuilding of 

Ihr«: Shl)' ensnK's and \4 logging cars; rt
pain to Ihf ntl""y shops "'here engines and 
equIpment are mainl ~ined; Ihe purch"~ and 
\DlpnI,,,menl 01 lour ~eres lor a visitor'S 
parkin, 101: dC"clop ment of a picnic arca ti n· 
dOOlng Ihl! impt'o"fmenl of B beaut iful spruce 
lorc.stl ncar thl! tup 0\ !laid Knob' and the 
e)llcnsion 01 Ihe tour ist ra ilroad trip 10 with. 
In ~ ,OOO leet 01 Bald Knob , which has an cit
, 'ahon of more Ihan 4.800 feet. 

Matters ~med 10 be going well. ilul for 
~ Lime Ihe Nat ional nadio Astronomy Ob
servatory at nearby Grel'n Bank threatened 
10 hold "p ARA fund s. The Obsen'alory point
ed OUI that it w~s where it w;:.s in order 10 
uoid noise , und a railroad c\allering an 
over Ihe pl3ce was undesirable, 

But Observatory officials were ullimately 
placated , and the AnA granl approved. 

Kermil McKeever . head of the Division of 
Parks and R~reation of Ihe Department 
of Natural R~urces, has ind icated Ihat an 
engineer has been hired and work on the Cass 
proj~1 will shortly he contracted for . 

Most 01 the necessary improvements will 
have been m:lde by fall . so Ihat tourists wi\l be 
afforded a longer and more seenic journey 
{if they ""ish 10 take il ) when Ihe Cass Scenic 
lIailr oad begins operalions in Ihe spring of 

''''-As parks chid, Mc Kecver is charged wllh 
Ihe ~dmillislration 01 the Coss railroad. But 
Ihf AHA didn't w"lk up to him with $576,000 
In I big bag (or "poke," which is perfedly 
good West Virginian ) , and say, "Don't .sp"~d 
it all in Olll! place." He muSI work .... th !D' 
lerim funds procured as he m ay procure them, 
but KUarallleed by the. feder al grant. . 

Closs ..... as visited recclltly by • Wash)nglOD 

tn birness 10 the Departmcnl 01 Natural 
l\ ~sourcC5. Ihere is no: evidence of boondog
ghng or undul! .... asle In the CaSli aUair. and 
modern eonslruction techniques " 'iLl hasten 
no\ d.clal'. r a iLroad impro,·cment . ' 

11 IS Irue th~1 "outsiders"' m3,' by com· 
pet itive bidding . S\'CUTe Cass .... ork · contracts . 
UUI complltltiH bidding is designed to !aVI! 
money, not ""3sle iI , and is open , 01 course , 
10 locaL resldenls. 

Adually , it appe~r. thai the Cass !)eenic 
lI ailroad wm ullimately become We.1 Virgin
;a·s . besl·known lourisl attraCI'?n. if the po-
lenll~l of Ille Pocahontas area" developed . 

Al present . the C~5'S complex, if il may be 
so lerme-d. Is 001, .nd is not meant to be, 
entirely a stall! project. Ta~payer$, 01 this 
slale and olhero , bue contribuled 10 the rail
road . "'hie)) is supposed 10 allnct customers • 
... 'hich is in turn supposed 10 ,tlrad privale 
enlrepreneurs . 

Pri"ate business, obviously, is 001 going to 
hunt in an area "nless it can smell' profit 
Ihere, and profit potential has, in the case 
of Cass, been stocked through Illl! investment 
of ~ tale and federal funds. While government 
and private business caD work logether elli
ciencty , possibilities of friction are obvious. 

Privale negoli alions are now sup~ to 
be under "'ay to lura the lormer lumber<011l' 
p.any sto~e, no .... vacant . ;nlo • relitaurant, ""I 
Cass res,denb are gelting ner~OU!I. Summer 
IS nearl~ bere. the l :lCility is badly -'rd. 
yel nolhmg had been done ~I Ihe I;rr>e 01 my 
visit , 

lIepresenlali~es 01 the restaurant n"8.0ti· 
.!?rs say they are .... a lting lOT • daill' scenic
railroad sche-dule to go into dfecl on J~ 
IS. Un.til thai dall!, the Shay-drlven train is 
operallve only on Salurdays aad Su;ndal"s . Cas:< 
residents retort that the bird 01 time is on 
the wing , and they .... ould like to guaranlC<! rail
road patrons chicken on the table . 

Mean .... hile. your besl bel is to pack a luncb. 
It mighl be a good Idea to make your trip 
as soon as pOSsible, too , whlle the tr ain ride 
is yet enlirely • weekend anair. II Wi' l 
crowde-d, .o.nd II isn'l hoI. Your nearesllnotelll 
are at Bo,er , Buckeye, and Marlinton. 

The huge uvc Dear the railroad, .,hlch COl>' 
talns a 1t)().looI walerlaU, may be OJIfIltd ..,. 
ne~1 summer. The o"'ners of Srnllke Bole 
t:avern, II e a r Pelersburg, bave uprU$td 
interest In making a new cave opening wblc:h 
would be t allily accessibll! to tourists . 

Thl! futurl! 01 Cass look~ bright, dtlpite pr""" 
dictable beadaches . E,'ea wUdfio .... ~r t<>~\. 
asts, I am lold , have lOUl1d the ride .. tile 
powerful Utile railroad worth .... hile. . . 

To appeal 10 this ,,"wI', I roolribut.t thi6 
$\ogan 10 Cass, Ir~ 01 charge: 

For instance , the biggest tourist need .t 
Cass is a plate. to eal and a place to stay 
overni ghl-al least one of each. AI present, 
Ihe need for dining accommodations is most 
urgent. The .... omen of C..ss have in the pa!t 
run a " snack bar" in \be C&O station, b,,1 
can not do it this summer on I sc"en-day

.... eek basis. 
WiUtOUL a ncarb,· reslaurant and motel 10 

oen'e palron!, th; Cass ~enic Railr0:3d is 
badly handicapped. And ... ,thout thl! railroad 
the need lor the r estaurant and motel doc. 
not uis!. With .uch all InlerdE'pendcnce of 

'"Shay it ",ith flowers!" 
Wen, i\'1 belt.tr than "Shay it with dJld(.u.

You woo ' t need a CIIss mast 10 pr~1 rout· 
seU trOIll IIII' old coal·bIIrlltf , bill I ,""ad toY

erlng Oou help . 
suNDAY GAZETTE.MAlL 
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Spewing a shes and cinde rs, Shay engine pushes ca rs up steep grade. 
P055engers rest at the top before 'rip down the mountain. 

'" SOUTH CHARLESTON 
Your cllOice oj lUlO 

IWluf,()me btHlI" giJt. 
Jor t4 llinJ • • 

DOllAR SAVINGS 
& LOAN COMPANY 



~AGE F~UR ,. 
J1Ie C. ,Jete T ,;,tlr° Back of tile Propo--sal. -to Buy the (ass Rai\ro'.l ~=~:., e~~:. ~ a;.u ,,:,mmary VJi>~ed: ii5 

• 
patt .nd 

I~ f,,"U lbI111) 
~Nlln;: ,"1(1 
~~ "nU 011(

'I .u!mton 

Pre.o;(ln "',Vcre1 t;}{k ;bu'iiness, . offered soon, (rrhese men were Lumber Co. Railroad , its roll- 3ld to the Jomt Commm.M; 
I'rorf'SSIOlHl l and political lead- E!lIgibl~:for unemployment bene- ing stock, and other necessary G~vern.ment .and , ~UUlnce 
ers or lhe nren. fits from July 1960 to January equipmcnLto develop this most P epa~g thlS ongtlUl ree 

The important thing ill a 1.961 at ,which time these bene- unique and rare railroad as an m~atlOn . . 
nutshe ll W3S n report .given by fits expired.) operating tourist attraction {or . e commltte:e has madl 
T 

.. the State of West Virginia. attemyt. to pro1ect the nUl 
e\, Riffo . It appears herewith: " . of -people that would be 

_" .. " ~ \l "ic:h \\"15 :'It- At the time of closi.ng of the Proposa l to State 1 he Cass Planmng Committee played indirecHy as a 
.' IJT thot f'd~:ur o-t this only industry in Cass a.pproxi· 'It is therefore. with the above whol,eh~artebdlY thsuPJP?rtlS c the of the railroad bec.omi 

'o::,-~" .. , Coli N by a plannmg matel)' 165 men we", affecl.d, re~o utlOn y e om 0n:- tourist atl-"ti'on ,~ = ch:dlll",- • situation in mind that the com- t G t d F ....... ...... .... SOllle of these men were mobile mittee offers a derinite and ml tee on o~ernmen an ,1- shops, etc.), but has con 
'f Ch.;J,tnlln, Chid enough to f,',," ,mploy,n,nl ,'n I h S f ll ance as a~ mstrumen\ which itself only with the dirE u sound j>roposa 10 t c tale 0 Id 1\ \e Ih nemplo 
• of the- :>:,',.n,1 olhe" con"""n,',,',s and oll,e'- h ' cou a, ev~a , e u y. ployment to be provi.de~ • West Virginia to allev iate t IS t t t th and 
_ "0-:0 Ob$en-a~c:y states. The majority, however,' . men 51 ua Ion In e area, .ating "personnel). ,. .. ~ . situatIOn. emphasizes the soundness 01 

... tH:!u..C Iwere not blessed With the lIec- . Ith ' , t enl' such a ven- There currently seerr 
J Kane. Jr. Treasurer, essary skills and trades to find ]n l':!0vember 1960 the Joml t ~ t~"e~\m 51 ;11 some confusi.on as to 

c: )( :-t'bu.0 other employment and today Committee on Government and ule 0 Ie a e. l and relative ment of 
• ' . bit" ' Present Owners 

"7 .. 01 C~· senting approximately 240 de- mended to the full memb~r- , e rat roa ban t~O I M'd t Lumber Company fa 
P F' Locg. ;\fJyor of the / some 80 of these men, repre- Finance, y reso u IOn. recom· Th .\ d d Il'ng stock posed purchase ot til 

J K Arbogast, Assistant pendents, (wives and children) si: ip of the 1961 W. Va. LegiS- ale .owne~l i coem a~ we~{ Cass, W. Va., as a p' 
~r ojODden~ of Pocahon tas face utter destitution unless lature, that the Slate of Wesl ncalel,

g
\ ~ t v · g"f!nii. traction [or tourists. 

some form of employment i.s ' Virginia purchase the Mower har es Oil, t
es f lC _I' 'ct' "" The amoun 0 ral roa m-

volved is approximately B miles, Wrong Repe 

It We Don't Watch They'll Steal Our Centennial 
hanged five of his hillbilly cap- which runs from a point ab?ut 1n the £irst 11 
tives in the village square at 1-2 mile from 'Cass at a crossmg prices heretofore 
Front Royal. And every time on Leat'herbark . Creek to a newspapers have ' 
Quantrell appears on television point about 1 1-2 miles from t~e inaccurate as the at 
he becomes a little more re- top of Bald Knob. (The rall- i.nvestment detail 

(From P.ge 3) 
- ill In her Bu one import
tn' Lat~ \\-OL;L.D :'\'OT join the 
.... ""~.:J mO"ement - and 

• th~ Cominonwealth of 
IffUU.a 'he had had too strong 

; hand an the creatton of this 
Irill n.oi1Jon 10 want to destroy 
• n\ IC£ the \'Ir~inia Assem

.. \lPt"'d a~.a,"\ ecession, with 
dflr ", frl)m W(!!l:t of the 

If'ftfo es fn /,w WP<;t Virgin-
t r bllld,ng Itll' title a-

• • •• 

spectable road did actually go to the t?P These costs ~are t 
• 8" • '" e '" of Bald Knob , but these raJls \ ftJrmal disc.ussior. 

One advantage of studying have been sold as scrap, The present owners of 
road bed, however, 1S still in- and right-of-way .. 

history at West. Virginia Univer- tact and new rails could be \ment costs are m 
sity in our day was t.hat we were laid in order to get the f.ull menl figure whicl 
subjected to all shades of Civil effect of the engine traveling ndent would be 
War viewpoints, One of the to the top or Bald Knob., Bald develop the rail! 

view that Confederates were su- finest Southern gentlemen Dnd Knob is the second highest outstanding attrac 
peri or people, man (or man. scholars we ' ever knew was the point in West virgin.ia ( ~ ,852 ists. Any impr~' 

in our State (second in number 
on ly to Virginia ), In most of 
these the Federals were victor
ious, Sometimes (as in the Bat
tle o( Droop Mountain and the 
Battle o( Sinking Creek, near 
Lewisbu rg), far inferior Feder
al rorces, lIumerically, defeated 
the Confedera tes ingloriousl y . 
That be lied the old Southern 

• '" • • • late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood. who f t.) and the railroad IS higher however, are sub), 
The fi rst land battle of the was an unreconstructed Rebel of than any other railroad cast of al . d~~1 

('nlire Civil War was fought at the old school. the Rockies). far 101 
Philippi, and this writer will bet • ¢ • (L 4= 

10-lo-1 that the State gets elich· Dr. Chitwood scorned use of 
red out ot its r ightful publicity t he term "Civil War" at all. Jle 

on thl' score . (That belles insisted it was the " War Be-
view that the 0' . the 

-~-. -' 

to 
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... stlCces. . 

'Po t.el' L ' 

committee's cost estimale5 a-r..d PAGE f OUR . , 

Complete (ass Ra",\ro-.J. development 1I:0ssib$llties. Thts -
~ summary VQs Jlr~te~ as ar 

aid to the Joint.' Commlttce ~r. 
Lumhcr Co. Railroad, its roll- Government and Finance u. 

Truth" Back of tire PropOsal . to Buy the 
".,. mMl <"Omp.l c:1 a nd Prcseni '·{"'erc' tH' b " • LJ: of tbco, r~;I Ibil l ( .. ' e . . : usmcss, ' offered soon . ('Th ese men were 

"".'~ , • . I Y !!>ro essiollllt and political lead- eligible-tor unemp'oyment b.·.· 
I' " : \ IJllha:$ let.lh8 mto e.rs or the area. .. 

Ing stock. and other necessary preparing this original recom
cquipmcllt~to de\'elop this most mcndation. ~ 
unique and rare ra ilroad as an The committee has made no ~ 
operati ng tourist altync.ti?" for attempt to project the number 

raUt'CIICI bu~ne,.,. II'ltS OU I.. fits from July 1960 to January 
at , -.kt;n. In Mnlinton The Important thing in a 1961 at which time these bene· 

..... nU I5hc.!I was a report given by fi ts expired.) the State o f West. VirgInia .. of people that would be em·' 
..,s ~:,:~, whkh \l as at . Ted Riffe . . !t appears . herewith: 
~ b~' the rdllor of lh is A_I :he tIme ?f closmg of the 
~_p .u c.tll~ b \' 3. pla nn ing on I) mdu~try m Cass approx]-
__ ' • wcludln'g mately 16;, men were affected. 

.t~. Some of these men were mobile 
~ RJft', ChaIrma n .. <?hi:::! enough to lind employment in 

~:a=: of the ).: atlonal othe r communities and other 
,~ .\E:ronorn}' Obsen ·ato!"y states. The majority, however. 
G~IJl»nk; were not blessed with the nee· 

J " fUnl!'. Jr, Treasu rer, essary skills and trades to find 
Cnf llert"bJ;nt: othe!" employment, and today 

p r Lo!:g. ~J3yor of the some 80 of these men . repre-
':" 'JI (ass; . senting approximately 240 de-

Propo$a l to Stale The Cass Plannmg Committee played indirectly as a result 
wholeheartedly supports the or the ra\.\road becoming a 
resolution by the Joint Com- tourist. aHraction (souvenir 
mittee on Go~er\lment and .1'~i. shops , etc .), bul has concerned 
nance as a~ mstrument whIch itself only with the d.\rect em' 
could ?lIev~a te. the unemp\oy- ployment to be provided, {ope' 
ment sl: uahon 11\ the :lrea, and ratin g l)erSonnel). 

. emp~as lzes the . soundness of There currently seems to be 
In f';I0vember 1960 the .Jomt the Investment in such a yen- some confusion as to the eost 

It is therefore, with the abo\'e 
situation in mind that the com
mittee offers a defi nite and 
sound proposal to the State of 
West Virginia to alle\"iate this 
situation. 

Committee on Gover nmcnt and lure to the Stale. and relaUve merit of the pro, 
Finance, by resolution. ' recom- \ P.re$ent OW!'le r ~ posed purchase of the Mower 
mended to the full member- The raIl road and rolling. stock Lumber Company rallroatl at 
si:ip of the 19G1 W. Va. Legis' are owned by the Midwest C W V 'bl " , IH 1 . h SI \ C [ass. a., as a pOSSI Co ... 

lature , that the State of West a elg ee ~m~a:lY ° traction {or tourl.sts. 
Virginia purchase the Mower Charleston, West Vlrgmla . 

I The amou nt of railroad in-
_ __________ ___ _____ _____________________ volved is approximately 8 miles, Wrong Reporh 

which !"u ns from a point about In Ihe {irsl instance the 
}.2 mIle from Cass at. a crossing prices heretofore quoted 1n 

J K Arbogast, ASSis tant pendents, (wives 3nd children) 
.5~nntendent of Pocahontas face utter destitution unless 
~ _ some form of employment is 

han ged five of his hillbilly cap· 
tives in the village square at 
Front Royal. And every time 
Quantrell appears on television 
he becomes a \lttle more reo 

If We Don'l Watch They' li Steal Our Cenlen nial 
in our State (second in number 
only to Virginia ). In most of 
these the Federals were victor
ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat
tle of Droop Mountain and the 
Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
Lewisburg), far inferior Feder
al forces. numerically, defeated 
the Confederates ingloriously. 
That belied the old Southern 
view lhat Confederates were suo 
perior people, man for man. 

{From Page 3) 
"'); ld }o:n her But one import· 
1:n suu WOt;LD NOT join the 
~lOnisl mo\·ement ~ and 
&.at ... the Com:nonwealth of 
\"If!~![\ 1.3 She had had too strong 
a ba-nd In the crealion of this 
!Jt'Jr! ru:t Ion to want to destroy 
::J TWIr[ the Virginia Assem
bly \·otPd :igainsl secession, with 
&.e delt"gates from West of the 
AlIl!'gheme5 (now West Virgin
j~ J firmly holding lhe line a • • • • • 

on Leatherbark Creek \0 a newspapers have heen lotally 
point ahOul 1 1-2 miles [rom the inaccurate as the attached baste 
top of Bald Knob. (The rail- i.nvest.ment detail w\\\ shOW. 
road did nctually go to the top "hese costs are based on \n' 

\ of Bald Knob, but these ralls furmal discussions with 'he 
One advantage of studying have been so\<! as sc rap: 'r~e presenl owners of the railroad 

history at West Virginia Uni\·er. road bed. howeve l' , is shU m- and r ight-of·way. The improve
sity in our day was that we were tact and new rails could be ment costs ate. merely Ii ludg, 
subjected to all shades of Civil laid in order to .get the i.ull menl figure which we are con' 

effect of the engme lravellng fident would be suflicient to 
War viewpoints. One of the to the loP of Bald Knob. Bald develop the railroad into all 
finesl Southern gentlemen and Knob is the second highest outstanding attraction for tour
scholars we-ever knew was the point in West Virginia (4,852 ists, Any improvement Cl~~ :;' 
late Dr. Oliver P . Chitwood. who Ft.) and the railroad is higher however, are subject to person· 

spectable. • •••• 

The first land battle of the was an unreconstructed Rebel of than any other railroad east of \al judgment, depending on hoW 
entire Civil War was fought al the old school. the Rockies). fa r one would inltLally want to 

Th(' I.lel which had already Philippi. and this writer will bet • • • • • carry the development program-
Kedr-d I-:new their cau<;l' to-to-t that the State gets euch- Dr . Chitwood scorned usc of What to Buy If, for instance, a lodge sLmlln 

.. ouM Mt siand a cha nce of red out of its rightful publicity the term " Ch' il War" at all Hc to ihe one at Blackwater f alls 

PUlII It 
• • • • • 

<uu w"h..,1 Virgm" They again on ' hi' score. (Tha' belies ins"ted it was the " War Be, Also, owned by The Midwest or Ih .. e at other s",te Par'
s
, 

JlAD t .. h ... VarRini • . So they Ihe Soulbe,n view that "only tween the States ," ,he empha, Ra l,igh Steel Co., are IWO Shay .Ai to be .... ted. tbe ..... 
"' .. ,"' or ranaUCA to Rich, a few minor border skirmishes sis being OD " State's rights-' of type locomOtives, both of which would 1M mucb bJIbtF· 

bunt bonHrei ~W~~~P~I.~'~e~ln~~fu~~GEir I rr~n~~,. ~Tih:e~w~ .• ~r~. jh~eLc~o~n~tel"~t~ed~,J@~I880gEm~od~~elil.:.~~Jr...!:;,.:u~tL':~~~~~~~~:~:t Battle the is-sue 
the iSSue 

d,d 



The COIIIplete Truth - f he ~y*- I~I 
f ...... r.o. <) " .. , ,h". 0 t Proposal~to..<8uy . the"'! (~. Rai\road 
~I)'''r:. ~ntf!I:.~~:~~t'~~ In IIIP Altllched lummnry of \ .. . ;.u;._ ...... ~ •• _ ..... u .......... _ ............ _ ........ - ........ !:. .. --.. 

t n l"N>potMt Ihtl! not optrll11tilt ,"com lind C0511 for El tlmate d Buie Inyulma n! Cost 0 1 R.il fOlid - \ C 
.. dl th" tn\.lr1$! Itand to t~c t[rst l ummer' of operlllion Cost of railroad and nec(!ssary roUing stock Inciuding UI 
but ,tit' "Att'. 1000ai ,overn. : rC ~~vc used II volume average approximately 8 miles 01 track, 2 Sha{'type loco· 

1Mnt. Vld 1111 thoR c:oncerned persons per day. This motives and 8 ll-tl't-'cars (plus stock and pans) Sl00 OOO~· 
,aln bOlh , av~rllge was based on the rc C t r 8 'I' ----- ,.u" , 1I\lntllll), nnd corded numbers of persons wh~ 2 os 0 ml es of rlght·of-way and approximately 

., (' tlf ,,,""::I,on that gen. visited the Astronomy C""", 00 licres of Ian? on. Bald Knob ---------------- 25000 
('r.lHY .«ompanl~ Ihis I )'pe 0' G .. u Imp " I • .00 uDdrrukln.: _ at reen Bank in the months rovemer. s 0 rat road and r;;)Uing stock -------- 80,000.00 

........ of July and August 1960. It Park area on Bald Knob _____________________ - """00000 

...... quutlon wbich seems to I. I b - ...." . " be m(l6t prominent in tbe' mind, tmhu,'t :h::'o e taken ,int~ ~ccount Other improvements (stat:on, engine garage) --- 30,000.00 

.:~~~I.~;;~~~ of th dl ~ ... average 0 VISitors at Cave improvements?, Ski. slnne? hunters' cabins" et" IDD'II' ose roctly or indirecllv the Astronomy Ce te d t vr ~ ... 40,000.00 
••.• IAttrested In this P,oJ.ot ,', ,,,'. cl . n roes no TOT A.L '300 000 00 lao: in u~c groups who made ar- . ' . uJue of the railroad to the rangeme,nts for tours i.n ad- {The- improvements' eRumerated above should employ 

___ u~~.. . . ... , ... vance, " but are merely people 65·70 men "for a full 52 weeks). 
COST OF FIRST who passed ' through ·the area _u.. ... .. ' _uu .. u_ u u_ --~--SU MMER and decided to stop. Furlilc r, •.• , ... ",.. ----~--------:~ .~. ..-.... 

due to the lack of facilities in to n to the state, thereby requir- \average of 70 passengers per 
:e~rs~~~.ek"1 19~0 .. 'for a.~~~P19@ttng the ing S199.OQ · ~f coal.ftlr a week's .day. The-fast to each passenger 

1 E . tou,ist . . th, Asl(onomy Coo'"~ op",\;.... ' .- - '. would b' $3.00 ,nd thi, would 
_ ngmeer __________ $ 84.00 did not encoura"ge visitors to' Other material a'nd supplies include the ride and a meal at 

I-Pireman __________ 72.80 tour the Observatory proper . are computed on the basis of the top of the mountai.n. 
I_Brakeman ________ 67.20 What then, . would be the vol. requirements to "build up" an \ Th'ese estin\~tes are based up-
I-Conductor ' ________ 67.'20 ume of visitors coming into the adequate stock of parts and on the l~al labor ntes and 

•;-;;~;.;:;;;;. to ~ .. 'tn get ,i-Uborers _________ 257.60 area if :1 promotional effort in supplies over a year's opera· probable costs of repairs if the 
a.:nd:he pos~ l-Clerk ____________ 40.00 reIation to the railroad to at. tion. (Initially this is not as railroad is initially put in good 

l-Supervisor ________ 100.00 tract the tourist was under. important as it may seem as the working condition. However , we 

C

IOO"-'2- ,'-I-'-2-t-,"n-,--a-,--s-.0-0)$,696SS.'&00 taken? We believe the answer I railroad and rolling stock would believe the estimate Ot 70 pass-6 is quite obvious. be put in fi.rst class operation engers per day is low and any 
Material and Supplies and The operating costs [or the \ through the i~itial investment increase. in passenger traffic 
}! jnor Repairs ________ 200.00 first ' sum mer of operation as I;nd heav~ ~amtenance should w?uld mcrease the .reven~e 
Insurance ___________ 39.20 outlined calls for ten cperatine: not be a slgmflcant problem for without. a corr~spondmg m· 
Food ________________ ' 130.00 at the going local three or four years.) !crease m operatmg cost. 
. TOTAL $1,254.00 this type of employ. The insuran(;e n~s neen com· \ It should "LIe maGe very clear 

u.t ksd.I wcold be Less: Income costs have been puted on the baSIS of .0 ~-2c that this committee or other 
bb'J1C rl)r a few 70 persons per day @ $3 .00 to a 7-day work week vcr person per engine mile. proponents of this project do 
'-'I' per person _. ___ .___ 1.470.00 (56 hou,,) ' and bmd on an Thi' is p"bably . high but .n nol advocate ils pu<chase a' 

.' .... PO'Y f.r th' f1re- NET $ 216.00 initial sum",er', op.cation 0' 30 .xpen.nc, ra'mg w,lI have 10 l the expense of. other wor~b-
_ t .. d .... :«1 to the ".Inl (April Ihrough Octob,,). b! eslabl ~h.d 0"" ·ort. or two whil. conse"alton or to~'.'" 

.. ",..,.«1 , .. 1 '" . up- bow.ver a ski , lope is add.d yea" .operation . '. attraction,. bul. unl", POSit", ,.,,_= And th present owners. The value to winter'months will provide The cost of food is based up- ,I action is taken, .and taken ~ e leut the ownenl, howe~r, is n ot h I II longer on.,' .0. tI," 'Om. w"h d( , 0 rev.nu" with co,· on the p",ent cost of prep"a' quiCkly t • sta • w, M . 
",h-r "' .. II\< lerrifle ~.ct ih' r OPO'liOn to Ih. additional cos". tion in volum •. Thi, cos, was ha ve ,u,h an a",aclto

n 
""I· 

au b ~ 'lit lot the o'hf:r day. ;~ ue ta e raldroad would be tQ tri'p from Cass to I established by the experience I able to it .. whereas other na-
I. " tr "M.'. w.'r, ,lck •• te an d Its dC'clopment . requi'" 3 \·2 ton, of the p, es.nt logging c p.ratio

n 
lUral al"""O", can •• d.,m," ~r It 'Jf tb~ .".eath~r and ~~~~~e~' an we bcl;eve ith~ of coal at an estimated bulk I in pre'paring fo r 60·}20 persons. without a loss in eilhel direct 

-: .,>0<0';"':"""'''. 10 lb. ,,,to woul~.~:rt':..t;;IYo 'IV~ \\:. ,u,clla.. price of "".00 poe Th. " com' I, .".d upon an value or poleJllW. 

owners 110 fair return on their 
..... ".. lAttera • inv .... ment , .~d Its vatue to the 

Ont-'" r' .tate. at the s uu olted COlts, I ,. 'If', n'I~n~ Joi (' '1 p rypub- c. nnot he e&lIured In cold 
, ,1\1' ii W<lY read I. dol/llr. and cents only. 

'dIW,c.;:.o....!!l!l.. whliL , bou] lilso be 

~,.-

. , .: ~t~e SmUlF.i:;,U: c 

... " .. . . '. - , . ', 

"" . - , c ".'! . , . ~ ... 



'filii Ihel \(1\11'.' \\11 . ul\th lr 11I'1"" """"~'" IlIhn \\'ft t\,,'hw~ ,\I f! IInl \Hl r I'i'lliroal\ [)1I11 r nl ii~'\a ".i'~~k. ;O~;i~~';;i\:"'. _.; ..... _ ... . ~" ......... - .. 
II It"

ltl
' tll",hn'. . , 11(1 IHIl ' n rlnll CiRRI! npcrl'Uon cn e,~b \.h. IlI\lmll\e of 71) p .... 

\!I\I "IINIi1lUlI. fO r.U IIlr 1\11' \throu}th lh" \n\U~1 Invutmllnt In~~Il:~(:~nd:'Y b IO'N and ).oy 
IIr_' _Ul1\1lW I' of .... \\e'.l\\\\HI Il' [,nd \I(HlVY llHI\ntennl\Ce 11l1oU\I\ would !nerl! paaM!o\l.IlT tnme 
nuthl\NI t'all~ for 11'1l qwrntll\l.! not he l\ II lgnHlClint problem for wllllou\,' allil the revt:nue l\I'r~Cltlll(>1 til the ~Olnll 10('[11 tll1'ee 01' fOl)r years.) crease ,: o;:::"IPondln'l. \0' 
ralt',. fM \h15 1)'1)(\ of employ. Th e Instlrtu\!:e mill neen com· \ It. IIhoul(1 . n& con. 
mrllt Th('~l' costS lIu"(' Ql'cn ,mtnd on the hasls of .0 \·2c that \.h l& c~~:~~: ver)' cleat 

300 l'O lwc.rtNlt~ n 7-dny wQl'k week ,I),c.r person per engi ne mUe. propoMnts of thl'C p~~)e~{h~~ 
1,-17000 {Sf, hour!!) I\nd based on 1m 1 his ~s pro\)a~ly. hl?h but an nol advocate its purchase t 

• 1':T :l16.00 Init;n\ sum mer's operalion of 30 cxpcncllc.e rattng Will have to \ the expense of other wort~-
• 

__ ------~.~.~.~.-~.-- weeks (/\"prll through October). be estabilshe.d over 'orre ,or t.wo while conservation or tourist ~ 4 ' u • _ " , H, however, a ski slope is added years .operation. . . attractions, but, unless positive 
.. ' 0 nt'f"!' Tbe \'~lue 10 the wiriter months will provide The cost of rood is based up- action is taken, and taken 
.a,'" haw"""" " 110t additional ,evenues wilh CO" on lhe p,esenl cosl of p"p",. \qUiCklY ,the Slale will no long" 

.. '" '" ,0 p,opo"lon to the ,esponding ,adition,1 cos Is. tion in volume. ~his cost was I h"e SUCh an atl"ction avail· 
••• -nll< '11Ul' thl' nllro

2
d would be to Each engine trip from Cass to \establtShed by the experience able to It, whe reas other na-

tho .:> ••• ad its d"'elopmenl. Bald Knob , equices 3 1·2 .ons ofthe peesenl logging .pe"tion tU"'1 alleacti,ns can be def • .'eed 
P"' ro. >od we belt" •• he of coal at an estimaled bulk in peepanng fo' 60·120 pees

ons
. wllhoul a loss "I elthee d"ect 

..... :bor "todIed summ"Y of 1111113\ pu,.hase price of $8.00 pee The income is based upon an valu, 0' potentta\. 

........ rd "UI t (OS1s ... ·ould certainly give the 
C-.atfS a fair return on their 

T 

~\'esunent. and its value to the 
.. u.te. at t.hese Suggested costs, 
~a1lno be measured in cold 
d",ll.an .and ec.nlS I)nly. 

IW r.1IIJ r sue wh:U sbould ;lJso be con-
t ~ ~ ... id~t'fXf by the State III cstab· 
J s..rd CNl1 lUbmg II ,'aWe would be the 

Ie H T d.:s-- num~r of per.>ons to be em' 
ployed. and the aid to small 

&*a:-d Joc:21 businessmen such""'l-s hotel 
make owners, service stations. rest
mOl-t IUI"3nts. stores and the like. Of 

hI'~ '..-0 course. any aid lO')business such 
o f nl'c n as these have a airect relation
.. 0 is tna--rJ ship to the economy of th.e 
",~r.aJ c.hef. Stale which would be derived 

C(lmes to In the form of Consumers' Tax, 
Business and Occupation Tax, 
gasoline tax, hunting and f ish
mg fees and the like. 

The State of West. Vi rginia 
hn at. its disposal in the area 
of t.he Cass railroad the her it-
3Re which have been t,he t radc
mark of West Virginia in t.\1c 
pa!>t and also those 'that arc 
playing CVl Important part In 
the future of the state, The 
hprltage of the past-an 1680 
mor1t 1 JOteam 
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r Wut Virgin ia 
~l in the s ren 

u.ltroad the herit-
.. ba\e bn.n the trilde-

oJ Wec~ Virginia in lobe 
pu. 2-d ;uso those that are 
piI)"".:I U Impor t iinl part in 
UK future of the state. The 

- _e or the pasr-an 1880 
el !.teun tocomolivc lum· 

bnb ~p t~e .s ide or- "3" moun
um :u a ~ un~led in 
~ by- 1m:" r$()"a'6- in the 

~StsJ;2~ Sb(e~ n~ just 
- -~ .. - • iho:-f''' rive ~ mi1eS':~r6m' The 

boarbon s' .. rting point of the ra ilroad is' 
'Our heritage of the futilre
'!Ie _ 'alional Radio Astronomy 
Ob:;.e rn.tory at Green Bank, and 
on1y forty-fi\'e miles away the 
:;a\'al Research Observatory at 
Sogar Grove. Both these in
stttutions are so aware of the 
responsibilities they 'have to the 
visitor that ~ach js plan,ning 
reception centers to accomtp.o-

rnd 
'mho 

.td: peppe r 1 'e.
'7 ~rd and a 
\~pr Use for 

ds l1ke a .. ·ute of 
7 bu' YI)U dnn't 
1 br.nd •. I;t; hck 

tbat cr.up I, uff 
pU!l out of the 

1 glJewlS arrive, 

undlEl'" nomInation 
.\ier~t of the 'new 
~bmmerc.ials goes to 
. Chong King chow 

mein -in an elevator .and the 
other for Pontiacs where the 
twO power shovels ',have a dis
cussion of the car's fi ne points. 

Most TV commeFcials are dull 
"nd insane, apparently aimed 
at a lhree-y~ar-old mind. judg
ing from tp'e reacti~)fi of our 
Betsy. Blo!t .the two ' ~e have 
mentioned' nri~ht even sell chow 
mein and Pontiacs, 

JACQUE LINE REED 

"he ,vNf,ofJ1iJ1{l Side 

of tlte 
" 

Hill 

Drily 140 Books Left 
.Hillbilly Bookshop, Richwood. W. Va. 
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Tourist's Prevue of a (ass Railroad Rida 
By Ivan N. Hunte r \ prime in the-early daY' 

\ Last summer, afte r we hiked the present century. 
up Hins Creek near HiHsboro If you haven't been re 

I in Pocahontas County and \OOk \th~ West Virginia Hillbil\ 

\

:ooame fine shots of the Falls mIght not know that f 
we thou"h l that we had see~ Baum. a rail fan [rom PI 
~he LLltin~ate point of interest in \ Vani.a. came down to tb 
that section . of West Virginia. Capitol and talKed to r 
But , how wrong we were. ~aker~ during the Spt:l 

\ Just this past weekend. we 1 ~lon w~th such convmtil 
returned to Pocahont:ls Coun\\' manshlp that the men 
and found another amazing talking poliucs. long el 

, iaeel of interest in this unique set. up a, speCial sub<: 
county. \\0 investigate the pros 

The day that we found an- of his idea of ,bU~ring 

l
other exciting cha.p.ter l})..JhJroad {or a tounst altr 
story of' pocahontas -'County was r of the last st~ ! 

las~ Saturday and the place was East of the Rocldes, 

Cass, a small mountain village \ -
crowded by the Allegheny {ool- To Oeclde s\ 
hills to a precariouS perch on The subcomml\le~ 
Ihe banks of a turbulent river coming Sunday at 
named Greenbrier. in Charleston to de 

what it will recom 
Lasl Trai n From tass legislature when il 

January- ~10s1 of 1 
I was in Cass not to meet the members have i 

friendly people or to admire vately that lhe~ 
the unequaled scenery or draw that the state PUI 

I ~nto my lungs, the pur~ air of ing stock of lhe 
the hiH county- I was to Ca~5 Lumber Campa 
:0 take a ride on a moun~am into a rail buff 
railroad and when we arrived The town of 
m the community at eight in th~_ only industry 
mormn~. the object of the a .. sold at the 11; 

{ection of just about every rali sembles one 
f~n in the eastern part of th~ \ western ghost 
nation was puffing sauclly 0 mother lode 
a side I rack, taking on ~·aterd· 

........ "Nu r four an Karro
w .. ~ ...... .:..-.......... 
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.11 . ands of taking 
I :ouris railroads in Penn
'he EJ, Broad Top, which 
Au u W3 to con tallt com-

atd mad~ man, triPS to t·he Tweet 
Carolina And hc operator of the 
no all the facet s of the 1'weetsie 

, .. ~,nm" II o\\n ope ra ion, And it is 
t ID} th :'l r, Wilburn or the EBT 

• • 

• bout (ass rat 
h,. I fr uml 0' IT ole T e 

I ,,_ ~t probabl:. n 'n .. -p.·J 

""era I year ago In helpmz ;!) - • 
arled, ,,Wl\h .ub .. equcnt tel?S \\ 'h 'h-

rrom t.h! T'\·ee~~le :0 P :-
fl'om the ERT al co; _! hl!h ' C • 

blo:o-somed and ' hen tr!p" .I.r.d Cl'; . .... ~ 
' he T\\ eetsie m:m ftna!lzed , ~l2' ..:. .. " 

~l r. \V ilburn to conn!1ce':-; O .. ~t .. .. 

railroad. Ko valchick S2h'age co:.Cf?rr. 
Pittsburgh. to follow through with ,;-,? 

, Mr. Wilburn was up until he line was oEi i;, 
abandoned (track was never torn up ,OJ" 
alld ,still is the Operating \ 'ice-Pre»de,,' . 
should go on a Sat. or Sun. and next weei< ,'. 
(irst weekend in November) is the end to r 
year, You can also compare the mul ilt!c~ . 
vantages the Cass outfit has over the EST ::.c: 

(Tu rn to Pale 8) 
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Save The Train! 
THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 

AND OTHER STATE S PROV E IT FEASIBLE. 

Ylest Virg inia has 50methfng that II lot of other 
statu would give II • pu-,ty for and that's II bit of sure too"" bait in the form of II mountain and II railroad that 

chugs up 'it. I 
The .t.t. of West Virgil'l ia clln have this railroad 

if the owners don't want to get too rich on it, and if the 
.. at.', r.pr ... nt.tive. are convinced of its' worth as ·" 

--
the idea. This 

.f\CIf .n " 
,;,HI 

• 

NOVEMBER 12, 1960 
RICHWOOD, WES,," VIRGINIA 
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es _ '.et ' 
, , '" .a., ., T. lk.d Abo", T roln 

aum • 
ga" rites 

111 Ib 
on 

r I look 
I b ure 

• h . he r. , 

h I gl lature 
unlla", Oc!ob'r 
'ed In I'I'~ in -" ~ 

of lhlng to lise 
---0, 1:;A1~ :per pr 

o!l' 1111 ',nd, of taking 
railroads in Penn

I Broad Top, which 
u • W~ In constant com

ITWl many tTiPS to the Tweet-
N(Jr1l~ :(:arol na And the opera lOT of the' 

th fac -I of the Tweetsie 
o n operation, And It is 
!tlr, Wilburn oi the EBT 

bout (ass T rai 
that I found out m)' Info on the '!'weco ,e 

I was probably tns:rumental h~rp .', 
cvcral years ago LD helping 0 ;ie' 'he ld~l 

s arted .... \·llh subsequcn rips \\, h he mall 
from the TweelSle 0 purcha,e .q~.p!.. 

from the EBT a cos, I think he i •• :;:12 -

bios omed and then trips and discu .cm "'. 
the 1\" eelsie ma n fina !zed ihe decis:an 0: 

IT. Wilbu rn to convince the ownec; 0: ;' • 
railroad, Kovalchick ah'age concern ne'c 
Pittsburgh. to follow through with the id,", 
Mr, Wilburn was up until the line was officil " 
abandoned (track was never torn up thoug: 
and ,still is the Operating Vice-Pre;iden , " -> 

should go on a Sat. OT Sun"and next week (lhc 
fi1'St weekend in November) is the eno for ti:~ 
year, You cim also compare the multitude ~ri , 
vantages the C~ss~ outfit has QVer the ~BT all_d 

(Turn to Pa,. 8) 



'Doe ~ c:all this "claw. 
lac"" .....s Lbe old. eoal.b orner Is 
Qft dawin( lip Ch~L 

GIl M • • 4 P'- shU,", Tbla: I, up 
.. 1M _ ....... as Dliiea above 
<-. 

PAH liGHT 

the Railroad! 
RUSSELl: BAUM MAKES PLEA 

, . 
FOR " EASTERN" PRESERVATION 

F rom P.lg.l I tbe dost of salvage rail at about $1.50 to $,2.00 
per foot. And the moreuof these places we-
add, the more attractive a travel package the 
East will be _ or for that matter keeping 3. 

perpetual West bound tourist East t1ike me). 

l et'. Preserve the Ent 

the St.rnOOurg. There IS not even a close com· 
parison on this score. The negative point, of 
course. is location. But I'd like Mr. Wilburn 
to tell you about the amount or lack of I 
should say, local trade. !l's most.ly long dis· 
tance traffic. The EBT is located at Orbison
ia.- Pa., and the Strasburg at Strasburg. If you 
fly I'd be willlng to meet you at Harrisburg 
an d if you drive, either in Su nbury or Orbis· 

As an aside - if at this time I could 
land an att ractive job in the West I'd do so. 
I love to travel - and that is 'becoming the 
Ame rican pastime-and will continue to do so. 
And with places like lI:e proposed Cass layout 

Un l",man u....cI.' w.lks ~ 
d., on th e e ntp llH. 111. 
II n l~h eti nn June 30. 
v.I",,,ble nt.n \I pu l 10 

I thin k one of the gl'e3{ appeals in any 
newspaper dri\'e is partly sentlmental. I talk· 
e<t about it on ou r trip. ( avoided it during 
tbe legislature tal k on purpose. But 10 reiter· 
ate the appeal to me is this. Whereas we've 
set aside Mountain tops. forests galore, 
strea ms and \'alleys, rocks and monuments 
as national and state parks - very little has 
been done to preser ve the most cherished her· 
itage of all - our human heritage. 

-And where is the preponderance of hu· 
man heritage ? It 's in the East. The Pennsyl
vania Grand Canyon tries to emulate the 
Grand C'anyon of the Colorado. The Great 
Smokies and the Hills of West Vi rginia 'ry 
to be eastern prete nders to the Rockies. But 
no matter how hard we try the )tonongahela 
National Forest will neve r compare with the 
forest or Sequoia National Park with its tow· 
erri ng 300 foot giants up to 40 feet In diam· 

eter. 

Want to B. Something Else 

I~"'e Ut e 10 u.l, t. l or a title. 

I'll have no need to be out West to be steeped 
in the beauty of America. 1'1\ be a\)le \0 do it 
at home. And yes, we do ha\'e some 01 these 
tbings bere. such as WilliamsbuTg. Hopewell 
Furnace (an iron furnace Nat'l Park In Pa.) 
along with scores of military parks Uke Get· 
tysburg, which memorialize and perpetuate 
wounds of the past wilh hunks of stone strewn 

over the landsca-pe. 
Let's face it: We've come short of pre· 

se rving the glory of our Ea!lt. At eass we can 
combine the serene beauty of the East in Its 
finest with the transportation mode' that made 

America - the Railroad. 
And showin'g steam in its finest hour, 

a symbol of a passing century of tradition, Is 
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts 
of men Cor time to come ; the personal and 
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along 

with its plaintive wail: 
What American rather will not tail to 

rationaliz.e !Orne reason to take h.is son {or a 
last Jook and a return Jook for thal matter? 
You tallted on the trip abOut the West caplta
tiUng 011 the Cw·bOy. How abOut Paul Bunyan 
and the Lu!Dberiack.s~ Were they not .I' col
orful'!' Who doem 't use: lumber" And ..... bo 
doeSD't tbrill to the thought o! a rugged lum' 

TheM plctllres were made b,. 
Mr. and M .... Wm. F~ U ..... rdi. Jr. 
of Arlinr lDn. Vlr,lnl~ twO u-. 
10. 00'1' who come, er dhf c_, tIi 
We, l Vlr .. lnl. to wonhlp .... .:::: 
altar of the ,rea' ,od. SteNDo 
I. No. 4 Shay at .I Cheat .... 
f t(jP· 

There is no Iraf in the Allegheny for· 
est that would give 700,000 board feet of 
lumber. Tbere is no:) canyon in the East quite 
Uke Yosemite-TaUulah Gorge in Georpa 
comes doSeSt, 3000 miles behInd And tbeR 
Js no all around park like Yellowstone. And 
there is no grandeur in lhe world qUite like 

... L..JiiI_ .Jo.JlJin •. ~~,,[O" ", McKinley (called M: ~!~ 
be.r)ack deep in tbl: woods callin, out in reson· 

....... _ ... _ ", HOVt' many people 
ant tones - l ...... ue>· -
have gone through an hooest to goodo

C$5 saW 



• 
UtH.. ..... t.. I~ up 
.... 11n IIbCI\I~ 

T1t.b mID -u bpjll In 19%1, re
JIbdrlt _ th.at bumecL WlIbllly 
tcot& W-t this .111 mil l slIlIuldo ', 
c.. tkal. .s-u tbe yean It ",III 
.,.y dM GaU • pretty penny IU a 
~ ., the past. A locger's 
.-.x1lHll (_Id be p mered h ere, 

.. 

II! """" ... " ..... - .. ~. ..-' -----.-. 
.ervl ng Ultt glory of our ~;lI ltt. 1\\ Call '110 c~n 
comhluo UlI.l lIoreno h tluu~y or the ~:lIst In ltl 
flUClil with the transportation mo(\t!'that made 

AmcrlCtl - the ltaUro:ld. 
And ShOwing steam In Ils nnest hour 

,"d "h."" II Ih~ 1 1'1' IWlld(lrllll~' " or hu· 
mlln tt"rll.AtI~ It'll 1'1 ,h., 1-:~ "t ' 1' 1\11 PlIlllI'Y" 
,Anla ,;untl (""I)'em Irl('1 to e11lul/110 IhO 
tor.nd (',1n\llIl llf till' ('olt.rado, The GreAt 
$11"~'Ui" .nd the IIfU$ of We).! Virginia ' ry 
hi tk' t'AM ... rn ,H'Clt'no('fS 10 thl' nucklos . But 

no Illllltl'r ho\\ hnrd we If)' the .Monongahc\tl 
:-.I . Uonnl ~~n r(' ~ 1 will never COllll)llro with Ihe 
rorE':o1 of Sequoia Nationlll Pnrk with Its tow· 
~ring 300 foot gillnlS up to 40 feet in diam· 

t"t t'r . 

(I symbol of a passing century of tradition ~ 
a nostalgic item that will live in the he~rts 
0'£ men for lime to come; the personal and 
ra:ma~tic th~o~bing or a steam engine along 
with Its plamtlve waiH 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize some reason to lake his son {or a 
last look and a return look for that -matter? 
You talked on the trip about the West capita· 
Iizing on the Cowboy. How about Paui Bunya n 
and the Lumberjacks? Were they not as col· 
orful? Who doesn't use lumber? And who 
doesn't thrill to the thought of a rugged lum· 
berjack deep in the woods calling O\\t i n resOn
ant tones _ '''rlmbetr'''! How man')' \)co\)\e 
have gone through an honest to goodness s aw 

Th~ vletu res "'HI: mMI: "
Mr. and Mn. Wm. e.. -I 
~f Arllncton, Vlr,lnla ~:~~ 
0"_ who eomt, or did e.lme 
Wut Vlr,lnla to .... orshlp at' t~ 
altar of the rnat rod Steam. Tb~ 
Is No, 4 Shay Ilt Il Cheat walu 
stop. 

Want 10 8e Something Else 

Th ere is no trcc in the Allegheny for· 
cst that would gi",e 700,000 board feet of 
lumber. There is II,) canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite-Tallulah Gorge in Georgia 
comes closest, 3000 mile'S behind. And there 
Is no all around park like Yellowstone. And 
there is no grandeur In the world quite like 
looking a t Mou nt J\l c l<in!ey (called Me Denali 
by nalives and the Indians) towering 16,000 
(eet (rom base level and 20,300 reet from sea 
level, Watching it as I did , (Tom w~here I work· 
ed, 150 air miles away at dusk was an awe 
inspiring sight I can never forget. And with 
the help of.. two large photo murals 1 took. 1 

nevet' shall. 
, ,Can the East top that? Yes, it can, Not 

bv t ryin.g .to match that which makes the 
West great , not by matching mountain peak 
fo r mountain peak ; but by prese rving that 
which made America great, by preserving 
that whjeh the East in our history books is 
noted for-its human heritage, 

milt? 
Last year .. ln Longview. Washington, 1 

went through the Weyerhauser Mill. Thore 
were 25 in our party. Tours were hourly every 
,day of t,be week. Absurd? No! in a large cen· 
ter of population-no. Just a pure genuine in
terest in our human heritage-lumbering, And 
remember, this is just to see a mill operate . 
There's no ride involved. No scenery to see, 
It's not next to anything else of interest. 
There's no timbering to watch. It 's just to 

look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Mu ch , . , 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
In the East wit h a cutain unusual sylvan beau· 
ty to s et them apart from those of the West, but 
it's not a dynamic beaut)' as with the West 
And it's not going to draw people from the 
Midw est East when it's just about as easy 
(or them to travel W('SI. But it's a combina
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our r ich human heritage that 
wUl draw people to the East . Why do people 
go \0 Europe? Certaiul)' not to listen to peo
ple speak a language they can't understand 
or \0 Me Scenery we can surpass several times 
over ill our own backyard. Nor for the op
~ bI' spendlng the $500 round-trip ..... 
..... ...... n '. the bumaJI b.;.~:."i:~in Europe , 

I tbltt take 
of ..... 

My father·in ·law travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what - Just 
to see the remains of old iron furnaces. And 
there are crowds at the developed places like 
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet 

there's nothing operating at these places. All 
there is are guIdes, pamphleU and restored 
and 'reconstructed remains. So, plus lhese 
three vitally interesting facets of our heritage 
we have added at Cass a perennJal favorite
• cave; and of course lbe not to be forgotten 
berluge of our future-tbe National Radio 
A,suooomy ObServatory at Green Bank, ~
Heve me tbere'S • Gold M1tIe In Them Tbar 
B1l1J; and it's DOt iD CalifornJa. 

ADd you earl continue to .uk me lor 
aD7 poaib1e (UJ1,ber belp I may &!"e J waat 
notblD& more out crt It thaD the feelUl& that 

a pod ause' aad the 

Last emptlu (lomo frOlD \he 
Ch eal woodS. 11'11 lhe 1:&5t ci3y 0.1 a 
sldy year span. West " VirrWa 
a dd 160 to Ib unemployed, 

C ly"e Oal , .... " brUo¥_ ... • ... 
Iro" " .. , h it ... T h '" I. uuly • ,..... 
" .... . 1 W""I \'b' ..... •• • ..,... ,. .... 



• ........... rtIl. "'"' 
......,_ ............ 1 - .............. -~, 
,... ................... ~ II .tli 
... ... --..- • fI"'C'. .,.,.... ... .a -.....-. ~ ,. ....... , -""" 
-~-,......-... ....... 
• 

'RIu'l a kT I_ftr, ehlld¥rn. 
...... ,-- ~w a_. Bat there 
.... _ a dJ.y whell yoa won't. 
r.a- (be ~ or West Ylrpm, 
., tu "-P_en.. MVe the v.1s· 
... $e ~e this rlc.h herita&'e. 

-~:;r"\\ ... "",,, II "' r d f'rNfI ""I ffl 1 wora-· 
I. .It 0I11f" .II"...,' "' dull!: W ill an aWl) 

... nna dlhl I ("In n('\t'r forael And with 
t ts.- bt'lr 1"'11 IUJ;(I 1)11010 mural. I look, I 
afu'r hall 

CJ;n thtl &1.$1 top that? Yes, It CAn . Not 
hI Irylng to match thaI which makes the 
WftJI gruC, not by IIIAtehing mountain peak 
Cor mounlltln peak: but by preserving that 
llhlt'h mlde AmeriCA great , by preserving 
thai whlc:b Ihe East in our history books is 
nolM for- its human heritage. 

True we ha\'e beautiful forests and hills 
in the East with a c."!rt:lin unusual sylva n beau
Iy 10 set them apart from those of the West, but 
it's nOI a dynamic beauty as with the West: 
And it's not going to draw people .from t·he 
/loUd west East when it's just about as easy 
for them to travel West. But it"s a combina· 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our rich human heritage that 
will draw ~eople to the East. Why do people 
go to Europe? Certaiuly not to listen to peo· 
pIe ·speak a language they can't understand 
or to see scenery we can surpass several times 
over in our own backyard. Nor for the op· 
portunity bf spending the S500 round-trip air· 
plane fare . It 's t,he human heritage in Europe ' 
-the m~seu..ms colosseums, pyramids, that take 
people there. One note-a local friend of mine 
in the junk business advises me that the max· 
imum the line should be worth is S7500 a 
mile deljvered in Pittsburgh if the rail is xe
sa leable and 85000 if of only scrap value. Also 
he says that to lay track new would cost-la-

bor SlO per foot and S2,000 for switches plus 

went through lh~ we~rhauur Mil\'- Th~rt. 
were ~ In our part)'. Tours were hourly every 
,day of the week. Ab5urd? No! In a large cen. 
ter of population-no. Jusl a pure genuine In
l erest In 0liI' human heritage-lumbering. And 
remember, t his Is just to see a mill operate. 
There's no ride involved. No scenery to see. 
It·s not next to anything else of interest. 
There's no timbe ring to watch. It's just to 
look at a saw mill . 

We Hive So Much , , • 

My father·in-law travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what _ just 
to see the remains of old iron furnaces. And 
there are crowds at the developed places like 
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet 
there's nothing operating at th~se places. All 
there is are guides, pamphlets and restored 
and -reconstructed remains. So, plus these 
three vitally interesting !-acets of our heritage 
we have added at Cass a perennial favorite
a cave; and of course the nat to be fo rgotten 
heritage of our fulure-the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank, Be· 
lieve me there's a Gold Mine in Them Thar 
Hills and It's not in California. 

And you can continue to ask me for 
any possible further help I may give. J want 
nothing more out of It than the reeling thai 
I've done something for a good cause' and the 
self-satisfaction that that gives and the know
ledge that future generations and myself will 
have places to go in the East in quest for rich 
vacation spots. 

Russ Baum 

been People, who are deeply interested in the fate of the (ass railroad have 
asking me if it is milybe possible 10 have a mass meeting somewhere in 

in the state. Any suggestions along this line from readersl 

Clyde Gal rCJrd brln,. lD wood 
rrom the hllll , '1'hl. Is Indy a pic. 
'- 'r e or Wut Vlrrlnia', rlorioU!ll 
pUI. 



t-IO"~",,&'C.'il '''' \ 'Je,Q 
Moul\\.aln \a \'n 
Knob, w'rt\c.h h. W9 ~ ~ 
elevation of ~;.7 a. t.":P<l~ 
lnrel': feet \~!S \'h<o.~eet-l\l5t, 
Knob m p~.\ """U,. 
". . .... l':\.0n C 
.. ,gneS\ ?Omt in tbe S\2.te.o:"m."'j. 

Proponen\s CI{ th 
sa" tn.· t.... e purebase 

J ...e steen '. . l'a1\r02oo.. y' th -s"~'Ju" 
. With the 0\0. Glamor d 

stack steam locomotl.ve. c~~ab\1! 
or \abonng up ... he scenic. coun 
ttj"slde , 'Plus. Cas;; (,avern 1101 
sure-fire tou.lst aurac\l.o~. 

!he under~round wateri: 
said to he about 't,\lO teet hi 
is wit,hin the cavern near 

\Ta11roao.. 

THEY BEEN WORKIN" ON DE RAILROAD 
If West Virginia buys the railroad l at Cass, "and thus fills its . coffers with tourist 

dollars these men who m~t on the inspJction trip two weeks ago. They are: (si tting left to 
right) J . C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, iand Harry Pauley. Standing: Don Crislip, Ted 
Riffe, Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. L. Reed, Carl Geiner, 
C. H. Koontz, Don ' Mower, WaTd 'M: Dawson~ ST.,-Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, and Herb ': o:: hup· 

b.ch. I 

Cass Train Report ONL Y RAILROAO 
(From p.ae 1) NOT M£:RGING 

er," is interested in buying the 8et· .. ~tm s~:::o;.:" -s of two 
railroad if the state decides a- .I::~~~~=~ c - m 'n i l!'&es Sun-_...L. •• nlro,.. .nd 
gainst making the pun::u&58: th_ 
His reported offer is abcMf 
'75.00{). 

• 
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II Utfo.. m'trion In df' IN"J Th L ...-_.be{ ... " n~ nlore e ' atest Word on (ass 'hOG (ho,o -- _, ..... \\ . • .. n "" 
!hi __ I \k 1fttptC'l\ rnf'nl ot ed, 

:m,.::.' ' .. ' ~.auon.aI qllabU 1~~lId. air al By In n N, Hunter I of Ih~ Cass line but told the be in business, at a fr acUon dl 
..... 1anDeII .1"" t LA .t4d.I1l\'ln " ~shal try Just :lbout cvc l'ybody in West committee Ihat his department the cost estimated by Director 

,.,..,_ ., thI .0 .~rt ~t "I.)" or identify .. Virginia, Rnd se l'e ral other wou ld be glad to operate the Lane, 
.. ~ 11\1 aNt rt'",uchng talenl a~ stateS too, wilh a fclI' not<lbll' scenic line if the legislature Even the amount of coal reo 

.. (' ... ~ from me.re lime- exceptions, has fallen in love followed the committee's ap .. quired to climb Bald Knob fig-· 
I" .......... u. IiH'UlI Irs talenl thai Wi' with the Cass Railroad, This proval and "give us enough ured in the discussion. Warden 

... hW' '" _&.1101 10 Cf't J;nd don't lI'an t :'.l fact was brought oul 011 the I money to run it on". Lane had earlier told the leg:---i 
~. ~krs put our money there Legislative committee meeting Listing some of his object .. islators that his department es:-'-

f-=c ~ -tn tlln ahn.ys get warm bod· held in Charleston Sund,lY, No .. lions to the prOject the Conser· timated that it would. take ten 
., ,.ac PM" JeI 10 5!and up in II classroom vember 20. \·a tion Commissioner noted that tons of coal to make the slce~ 

r " .. ull the- roll .. We shall vis· A petition bearing the names the lown of Cass was al most ascent. 
........ ~ It eKb otber's campuses and of 1500 Marshall College stu· inaccessable to concentrated RaHfan Rife challenged , th!\: 
~ ~ (aru lam .bout eacb other's prob- dents, along with numerous let .. tourist traffic . He also stated tonnage figure and told the l 
It 1kw __ 1 of le:ms. 2nd strengths first hand. lers and wires, WllS read to the thai the cost of acquiring and membcrs thaI it would onty 
tI ~ ~1' I get ti~ of hotels-but never six. man group before they unan· 'joerating the scenic shay linc take four tons 10 climb the 
ad OIIr ~ltT·S of ampuses. We shall help each imouslv \'(lIed on co·chai rman might prove prohibitive, mounta in and "a hair a lon- lo l 

aHd UM'lDpaO:r othu. Pint we must sell, even Harry Pauley's motion to recorn· Ted Rife, an employee of the come down" , 
,,~ .,. f1!'u, more lhan we have, the values mend the purchase. r.adio-astronomy center at "We-"bropose to bold a ',pulh, 

.... '--S 41 IUleJII· of hlgher education to the peo· The molion instructed Can· Grccn Bank , and an ardent lic meeling somewhefe ill .the i 
pie and their ~ead.en-make servation Director Warde:! M. ;pokesman for advocates seek" lstate, as sU.l!.t!esled by the \Vest 

rpJ:a I haW' ~ absolutel):' clear Its IndLSpensa· Lane, to get in tOllch with the ir.'" to prese rve the last st~am Virgin ia Hillbilly, to plll'l1 fot. 
tI" pnn:te lnIlilu. billty to the State, to the Na· owners of the railroa d and roll· m~unt ai n linc in operation in \ action to present our ca use to 

resiIl.mg no«th lion and to youth in the second ing stock 'and attempt to get I the eastern United States, dis' l ihe West Virginia l.egislature 
,,,.,,... nus is ~If o~ the. 20th centu~. \ye I a r.eiisonable price quoted for I pUled so me of the , cost figures , when it convenes in J anuary" ,1 
I .In.. shall JOIO In encoura.gl.ng ID · presentali~n to the full house ! Quoted earlier in the hearing the astronomy center acco~nlr 
" ;bt- ro .. mer of creased corporate glVmg to membershIp when they convene by Director Lane. I ... Tlt announced al Ihe meetmg. , 
fuartJeMI For u .. higher education and in edu· 1 in J anuary for the 1961 ses· "Th 61' G cl \ "Public notice of the lime and 
It'I and annYna .. catlng all our alumni to the sion . I e ue~ one oree a~ place will be announced," RUe 
cb m mmmml- fact that (heir own educa tion During the Sunday meeting Srnecaf Rocks .l~,ave been l~ conduded. 
:It In. common I whether public or private, was Director Lane revealed some I p .a~el or a t~1 tor\fea~,s, ~; ~-::---c-::'CC-::::: 

OtIr t'ntversi(y heaVIly SUbsld.ized. Together we of the lon g range plans for WI.l
d 

~~~ ~n~h erC
1nl I~~n ' ~i1~ EGAN WROTE HU MOROUSLY' 

p-nt~l'Uin the no- have avenues of approach to tourist development in West sal. u e ass e OF TH E CIVIL WAR 
I: to bnn, ew:r)' foundations , corporations. legis· Virginia by his Conservation be sol d ~or scr~p unles~ . so~e. One of the. ~ew hu.m~~us 
tndWIe in Wm Latures, chu rches and individ .. Commission , The Director spe .. body takes actIOn soon, RIfe , books on the CIYII War IS Th?, 
ortanto"n. nul'. uals and groups of all kinds cifical1y ment ioned Ihe SMeca went on. l Flying Gray ,Haired Yank 
LIM umque fune. that we may not have sepa· Rocks area and the Bluestone I Disputing the need of an ex· written by Michael E:gan ot 
Dlvertlly lI.$ I see rately or alone. Gorge as projects whose de· pensive lodge to house and feed Parkersburg In 1888. 
nay Itw:lf " .. anlJ We sha ll endeavor to explode velopment should have higher , tourists Rife explained that the TWAIN'S PARENTS LIVED 
&a in th" State- the fallacies in thc public mind, priority than the Cass sccnic I state could pu rchase several IN MASON COUNTY 

of the State- such as th,. ',,",ss',s'ed Ins','. Railroad lold Pullman coaches and dining . " d .h ff s;d The parents of Mark 'l'wa~n 
.. draw on them tutions doo', need p,,"",'e sup. Lane expressed only mild en· I cars an set em 0 on a . C " ~_ • d h C Ra"1 d ould once lived in Mason ounty. 
__ ltI our grad. port, that voluntary contribu .. thusiasm for the development ing an t e ass I roa w 
........ 1 schools- lions to public insti tutions re. [ ________________________ _ 
au •• nt beUer duce contributions to other in· 
wIUth to draw .tIlution£, that private institu- scholarships. We ar c about to P to P 

I. lionl can survive by just keep. set u~ ~ joint stati~ticaL servi~e erson erson ... T........ ing on raising tuition, that pri. ~nd Jomt efforts III fund ·rals· _bet 
'" our .... 

vale institulions , uHer unfair lng, We hope to work more OR 
eompeUlion from low fees in closely together increasingly in R, E. Mathews of Weston will at the invi~\I0nu~e W $ 

tal: IIIi&I.ed irIIUl.u.Uons, All ot Jlhe highly important field .of reeClve Hillbilly for the. next ltv and rad iO a Y,h:~n_"~~:~"~~~~.~ 
lheH are sheer aonaense. Let's adult education. 1?2 w~ Wit~ .~e _:~r~m~ ~:~~a:':~_,~r~=-- '!. ---

n1 



Time o rt orkin' on 
to k m IIiU and IS 

I I'S by h d n ngb 01 k"'!>I, 
m ,l lh h dldn' Ja~' do ,ilIld I 'U 

f VIr Inl II don n wonders wb, ego", 
I b au If h dId mor d m' I e he nt.lroad. 

Id h \' Id 0 he I gis· Th Sen e 01 W r. tnia 
" u)' hal hI Ie rallro d likes he railroad and Pu I n 
I h f olive ou, he budge so I could be bough 
\lun I Jar, Buy II, boy, Bu h Hou e dIdo' ike he 

gi\' lh P ople back It Ie ra il road and tbey said, no, 
.ometlung." T he OI'C r, they wouldn' I em.ize J'. The 
been made good fa I her I House and he nale hal'e 0 
West. irgmians by a ag ree or the budge can't be ub

mitted and the legisla ure can' 
adjourn unW they ge togeLh' 

1". So ihere wa a kind of com, 
prise. 

"'Let' put in enough money 
and if the onser alion Com, 
mis ion wunts to buy it 1a er, 
then th v can buy it." That was 
ni 01\ the ur[aee. but it still 
m an. that th re ' mnebody in 
power who doe n't like the litt~e 
rail r ad and that the state WIU 

1\ v r buy it. r 0 tJ\is paper 
think , 

mebody who likes 
ass rai·lroad. This 

Tic 
, 
~ 

Ml 

S'" 
... . 

'fh rc i 
II' lit lie 
~~~-.--.~.j~~.~~~ 



mf'bndy who likes 
r:lI lrond . This 

, tance Bu t thiS pap· 
I an Jud'e beca u e this 

T a one man' opmion. a 
I ('2n be d iscounted. But 
It! Ire others \~ ho like the 

C21lro.d a nd Iha t is just 
I ... , __ body In West Virgi n
(('P' lP s tro :1~ man on the 
~ . 'Ihe . 13 e . Why they 

n I I e I . nobody knows. One 
! • b_g men says it will take 

much money and he talked 
bout oilelS on top of the hill 

and abou l other things. Th is 
paJ)(·r 'ald back to him. get the 
r.i ,: ro.d fITSt and then talk a
J;c.u Ihr,. e things. Be sensibl e. 
B I h.- man go ruffled and the 
pap<' r go ruffled and nobody 
gOI anywhere. 

':0 ;; hiS pape r predicts that 
II h.· hlng is left up to lhe 

10 p . h3 the rail road will be 
"Ad I) hI) e p oplc in Marion, 
" '11:11113. who would like to havo 
,t to .Ilral-t touriJ;l8. But that 
I.',u ldn 't happ·n and this paper 

.... 11 cra p t ill he ll freezes over 
... happen in our West Virginia hills? 



HE 

to 

r 
papt'r prNhcts Ihnt 

..... left tip to he 
til" r2l1rond wi.1l be 

h 
. our West Virgin ia hi lts? 

. . . a ppe n In 

peopJe in Marion. 
'bo "" Quid like (,0 have 

to I~ ran ourLSts. B ut that 
~Y.1l'<!!1 bapP"n nnd Ihis paper 

Kr.lP tIl hell freezes over 
r the last spike is taken 
p • d sold 10 lhe Old Domin- from lhere. also watch for a big 10 live. Let' s lake what _ God 

• h apparenUy has more meeling in lhe Civic Cenler or has given us in good scenIC ne
mptlOn and leadership than somewhere soon. At this meet. gotiabililies and turn them mto 

the DomrnJon. ing ".le will have experts on cash. Watch for further word 
J! er.oa h of you West Vir- hand , we'll have lawyers to tell from this paper . 

a'" _:e '." crested in buyi ng I ~ lOW to orga nize stock campan- However, it is po~sible fo r ' h.e 
X' maKe th iS thing possi. les, and we 'U have a treasurer \state to do someth tng. Bu th1s 

u Ihe lime 10 say your on hands to lake money. pa pe r thinks the chances are 
';n e Ihis paper now as Let's prove to the world th at molecula r. This paper \lnnks tt 

~..a' exten you can or will West Virginia doesn't have to is a job for the people , not the 
eo ','n e 10 u~ until we get a go prowlng around Washington people who rep res e n t the 
go6d organlUltlon to take over for commodities for Tits people people . -

The Irish Is 0,0 Page 14, B' gora! 
. I, ' 1 
, . 

, 



Complete Text of , Russell Baum"s (ass Railroad Plea 
...... ~ No"" loJay It to .sue

. t~ 9l lIN st~f ot WUt 
.~ ,lid opt17unt: • 

.t 1M )I;)'OII1'r Lum~r Co. In 
e.... ~ &t \"JtJ: ,m.ll U an o"erl tlng 
..... o! n UT_dull and tum~nnl-

., Uw dlllul')"" !!yl!--for the bene
II: ., Ik peop.le DC Ihe .!ule and 3S a 
-..jDr t ~ , l tl11ction. And fu r ther, to 
.... aU( t ho.s tourISt aunctlon would 
"'. I '»W'lI • .II l from Its own revenue. 

FWJ.roads. and expeclally logging 
n. I"Il.IICb. hll-e for the past 15 years 
twu lOy pnmary hobby. Through busi· 
DeN. 1M military service. and vacations, 
I bn~ un-eled and seen most of the 
lttlUestmg n:ilroads in 49 of our 50 
• o:a. ~nilda . and :'>Iexico from the 

Coolnu!4 aod Zocateas to the White Pass 
a:uf Yukon. In riding D\'er the !\'lower 
t'1il:tJad last October it occurred to nle 
lha1 lew Railroad and none of the opera· 
ting tburlst railroads came close to 
m.atclllng the Mower in spectacular 
seeMf)'. further the most scenic part DC 
~~.: line 1$ WIthin 6 miles of Casso 

It was bei:ause of this ride "hat 
tnt t!':ought kept mull ing over in my 
mmd that this defi nitely would be the I 
tUle ttl preserve as an operating log· 
g.tng rail road 10 be promoted as a 
tourist &lI raction. It would be a natural 
fot the Ita te to inclu de It il) its Park 
System ThIS who!e concept of a r·ailroad 
park II not ncv. In I!J47 the Edarville 
ILn _ '4'U bOrn In Cape Cod Dis tr ict of 
Mass. With ,i>: mile of track around 
a CUII1berry Bog. Today it Is the most 
,u('cen'ul of the tourists operations, Tohe 
pa.sengeu each year arc in the hun· 
dfed. of thousands. 

AnotheT touris t railroad is the 

) 

Tweeuie at Blowing Rock, N. C., near 
I/'e Sm 6ld". but In :I remote section of 

N c:.' I w'". tOld til tH Jus t yell,. riley 

b the SlIvertoll Line running Crom Our· 
ant;) to SII \'en on, Oolorado. 11\6Y are 
booked 'up In ijvance for; tickets and a 
ride ove"r 'th~lr 45 miles· of \.nck requires 
a four d3.y walt on tile average, Today 
Durange IS a hooming tourist center, 
lIotel ra tes shot from $2.50 eigill years 
ago to 57.00 today for a single, and the 
u.Lusual p<i r l Is that Durange is 450 miles 
from the nearest city of ove r 5,000 
population and has to compete with such 
aUr.;.ctions as thl! Grand Canyon. Rocky 
Mountain Natior.~1 Park. and Yellow· 
!tone fo r the long distance tourisl.i . 

Another is the East Broad Top in 
Penna. It st arted this August wi th a 
five mile trip th rough some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently betlering ex· 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera· 
itng Vice President, exPects to add to 

the line next year. . 
Although these other railroads are 

operali!,!g quite successfully, they have 
er:ly one basic altraction', that is a rail· 
road with an operating antique stea m 
engine hauling poeple for 'an average o! 
five miles over the t rack . The 1\low<'1' 
" 'I mber Co. Rai!road has far more l,j 

offer. 
To siart with, it would be the 

ope ration of a real raHroad-most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian ·type person, there

fore lack interest . 
Tilt' Mower does not merel y go 

around in a circ..le or on'r an umnt r r· 
e" m,:! st retch of land . The other lines 
operat ing in the East can come nowhere 
near matching i!s scenery. You would 
oo\le Ihe added interest of lumbering
tUTn oC the century style-and lumbering 
In itself has a treat appeal to many peo-
pie. Today in tile United States the only 
rail road lo;;!glng by ·the old metltod or 
r <L1I to ingglng point and skidder car 

tenlial to serve as a tourist attracti<ln 
The engines Uiemselves aie - \"e~ 

unique in the annal5 of Raitroading. They 
are Shay geared steam engines complet~ 

with a real 1890 dimond .stack.. Ther~ 

are two switcllb3cks on the line. And [ 
k. now of only Iwo others left in the 
U. S. 

There is an added attraction of 1 

mammoth cave only about 50 yards fr om 
the suggested termination of the line on 
the hill. This cave has receiv.ed innum
erable write,uDs. in cerlain magazines. 
,~ cave in itself would attract nume~oul 
tourIsts. lind tha combination would: 
make a very strong tourist attraction, 

Then • at Greenbank . five ml!es 
away is a la rge observatory Ihat would: 
help attract sUI! more people. 

The Mowrc opel"Jl t ion would .. re
quire the operation of only fi ve n)it~3 
of track and the purchase of six miies. 
This would take the Jine through its 
fin est scenery, and fi ve miles is the ideal 
lenglh for Ihis so rt of thing. 

Because t he majpr inveslment is 
there. the cost would not he large i:nd 
no more tha n scrap value for rail and 

engines. 
To summarize-none oC the oth~ !' 

railroads serve any other purpose Ihm 
to memorialize ~ leam railroads, and nO:1e 
h3\'C cptraling gea red engines or Ln· 
teus: ing SCene ry . With the Mower you 
hllve in addition the large in!<' rest i:\ 
Icggi ng----the chr;r.ce to show old tkl" 
logging rail roadiilg at its best-and J 

large undeveloped ca\"e. 
However ;:his is the last oPPoclunj. 

ty 10 do somethlllg aboul iL Unless it 
is s topped. the sat\'age company ",'ana 
Ihe tracks ripped up by lime w;n:~·r 
sets in. Building a new railroad ... ·.lu.J 

be prohibi\i \,e . [Of en\el'\t".'4 C Ill S], 
The highw ay5 _~ .. " . ., .. \, L'd 

• 



"'. 
... ~ ....... ""lIa, :0 

.. &mm~~ 1\ A 

hi bt' • n-'tunl 

... pi ~f ~ ul1rolld 
II! UN7 the Edltrville 

bOr'1l. .D C~ ... Cod OI,,(rU·t of 
Il .. tI'I.le of t~k around 

" "" Soc Today It IS the most 
lIIItttuhlol the touml.S opera tIons. The 
,~"QI'U1 e:acb year an!: in the hun· 
... crt tbI:IaJ,al\d.l. 

Aaalh« touriSt railroad is the 
~ at 81.,..11\1 Rock, N. C .. near 

___ .,..;;;;: 11 ~ ~mote section or 
... I ___ 'DId ,h. 1 I",.u year they 

..... "-'0000 nel prolft_ This year they 
.. '" -*lU'!6 -.30.000 In .superfluou s addi-
,... .... IJ M the purehue &l a railroad 
.. ......, .... ~ (rom 1M- White Pass and 
\0 Oft.n Ab..sJr;:a They have a five mile 

c..n:;f! of lI'2C' Another good example 

~ 1~' III" WIII,,,,n th ... "",. 
• 11, \ I'''''''r III ,..~. t.. I" ," II t # 

• IM line "'_, • .tr 
\I' ~,h U. alII,.... nll(I).Io1 •• ,. 

CIfo-rllm. q •• I111 tl.I,"ft. fully, the,. h ...... 
.. I 01\" 10..1"(' Ittuc:UI.n, Ihlll It III raIl, 
r .f 'llllIh IIIn U('f'rAU nl IIInllqu ... tf'am 
rnl"" hSllhn. pd,.plf< tor lin .... ,.'-'1113 o~ 
1,\1 mil,. un r the lUck The )l o .... l'r 
I mllt'r ("a ft.U':Ja J hll' r.r more I.) 
otr~r 

To start .... Ith. it would be the 
Clpt'rallon or II telll railroad-most of the 
tourist lines are built fo r the occasion 
and for the hlstori:m type persOfl. there
fore lack inleres! 

Th~ Mower does not merely go 
arl)und U1 II dr<le or o\"er an Ul1lm er
f' '1ll~ stretch of land . The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near match ine: its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering
turn of tbe century style-and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal '0 rnany peo
ple. Today in the United States the only 
railro,d lo;;::gln g by ·the. old method Of 
rail to 1t>a::g1ng poInt and skidder C30r 
and cable is th.e Mower Lumber Co. it 
travels the highE-st point East of the 
Mississippi River of a'ny dilroad. It 
has the best scenery East of th~ Rockies. 
and is the only ope rational Rafkood East 
oC","he SielT.lS that would have the po-

• • ,,""",..... or, till; i 
.!Ir.~' ..-.. r_ """~l • 
,"' .. \\·,..·r """""",,/)11 .. auld r .. 

1\11 ff' thl' "p4Ir"ltm 111 Ilnt,. I ,,,. , 
'If lratk .nd th. PU1Cbi.« qf ux rr:....L 
TIJh wl)tJld t..k. the \In. thMU,h . , 
flnfo" ~t"n .. ry ';'I~ flv. mil .. It ~h'" Vi- \ 
Irn&th for Ihll r.crt "f thin,. 

Ih~~u~1' till' maJOf" In\lel'mt'!'!. 1 
IhNI'. thE' CO!! \\ould nOl be lar,~ r,J 
no more lhan .c:rap villue for rail a: • .i 
engines . 

To summarize-none o[ the ot~~ :' 

railroads serve any other purpo5!~ tb~ :\ 

to memorialize lleam railroads. and no:'!e 
h3\'e CpEr3 ting geared engInes or I'J. 

le r1!s:ing scenery. With the Mowe r YOll 
h::ve l!l ilddil ion the large intNesl 1:\ 

legging-the ch2.ncc to show old tlr:l.:! 
logging r2ilroading at its best-an:! J 

l2rge undeveloped C3\'e. 

However this is the last opportuni. 
ty to do somethmg about it Unl!!S5 rt 
is stopped, the salvage comp.ny wan:s 
the tracks flipped up by tUM- wjn :~' r 

sets in. Building iI new railroad wouIJ 
be prohlbith·e. 

The highway5 {or en\er"ir·it Can 
from East , North , and South are ' .... :1 
g?Od making it readUy 3.cee~\b'e . 

Tninfa n Blum, I Pennsyt" .nil 

biJsinenrnln, molcM this speech b.lc~ 
me Hau nt of Deh.g~t" , Oct . 4. _ .J. 

• 



OCTOBER 19. INO 
"AO. THrltUIlN .. 

To Buy or Not To Buy a Mountain Railroad 
n it ... ", n.Ut" ", .. ... ",S 0' OOOOlYrLL "AKI" A RIDI! BIiHIND A SMOKE.BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE. THE LAST OF ITS KIND. 

, ... ro ,,.r H#.$llll.lty 0 ' TI-III STA TE'S BUYI NG THE RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM. 

\ 

In eacb c:-. ..... ~ II ~,., I J",I <"Onnonlr'>lling qulle ltt'ller./tion ,\nd there ;re 01 hers, DI~k We see load s of 'i;:';~d";': 1,;;;,1 
.. ~ ... b upOn • herd of young 80"'111111. whom r and Dr. Ihe track and r am : 

• Iw.!.'r.ln~ rlfld, " ho"nsp~r~- ~'ran k c.:, lIcndar . (Orecn Ihe Ihough!lI" of how ,, ;h,~;, ,;;;':,;~l'd ,~i.'~' wife. 
""~i~ ~~. hun no IIIlnd ~I ~II Bank ''':''~,"",";,~ Dr. ~nd its track will be I' wife, I 
bu, IIfUt' 011 .. "rh rhl! hnrd.to. '.' lain of the nali" es negotiate 
.~I 1I0llochal.nce or Ihe gender. , :C·I"·." .," .:" ","":,,.h," .Japanese slew. 'rhey, t he legislatun! 

The rlr<t mill I IIIMI at ' made each man dig She tells m~ 
lI/II Spcorry's EI Poco. the ap. and get down on his been many 
p(lInt~ p!~e In Marlinton, Is at the edge of it, so that have beea 
Jlr 1\001111 himself who enough r the big kn ire came down and 

;0':";;;""':;:,:';ro;,,, ,, "";'1' "h;' could be kicked In a'i''',',', 1 i;;~~'~'d< ;~~:ii:;f;.~':~·; Ne"'ell , 
I t I at Greenbank. severed head. It 's like 

10 New York thaI If',,,! ~':'",~t:he kind old steam loco. 
the Big Ci ty for we are riding. It will 

;;;;;'.f :~~::: ' ;:"~~,::::;~~';;':' / l:E~:~ alld depressed areas lip its track and haul it to folIowin, the bottom of the hill and 
~I!m;o.'''''IT·· .anoci. go " tl . b ' d ,t t that the Satur'., Ie JO IS one 00 ~.:. -u, 1t'\I1 ~nllUl flJiJ. n, ,-_ C u I~"~".;,,,~; , ,~'p·~i~:"';; __ ~ ..... C w ""l"g open I Post gave West Virginia. go or scrap. niess, of 

fel: ~s ap. one booth are Mr. and of the So<:ial workers there course. the State orders a 
; , prtllUTure ,n"' , ,-d., "h , C , . 

.. 
,,;,~,,~,;~~" " an er nle about Grcenbal13;.·, s ay 0 cxecu ron. 

a:Z dplle in Ihe ;; J . C. Cruikshanks . .t II1II1 JIIcn.., CaM In Pauley comes in. Nowell. And others had 
P«a-.:.u (;1IIII1I1~' "., dnne me about him, how he is 
udl It illtl r.vr;mollve. II' as the HOlroddlng Clr-
... " lot- ao;<I (r ten" I bad Ike and Tn". . in a Jaguar. H" was We pass a road and 
! >r".~'d, and oome .... hll BII! Sperry Introduces me and so was his Jaguar. whistle toots a warning. A ca r 
;;~. ~II lilt elllillleer J ~ tra ll ge r. a fellow by the so were his wife nnd chil· and disgorges its passcn· 
• ..-:. ..... /mate III • bI t of name of Gambill. who is "~; l d~,':;h:' ,~h:3Ve never met a more I r,~ .;,;;;;,;;";;,a train with smoke in this way has ___ . .t... .utr~II"erll1l;" tholt lol wyer, and who stops G~ family. to see. A little thing of a member of the 
~ .. UW dt"prM.)IIOn 10 a place wh-- p.",._, waves and I ·remind my- "" C ·, _.......... ...." t d .. gar amI y and Ihey love 

• 
•. IInlll I "("',101.1.11011 of t/lol t pD rt of West 0 rea some of good old h 0" 

•• n ce"ld Jo,.,;c Into the 'Tell him Ihal Wolfe and I promise.my- er. r r s. Tom Edgar docs. 
:") IT" ~ Prvel'\'IIIC tblJ vet . Bill alld Gambill I will. Upward we g:,~,~,:,,~ I ;'~'S~h"';~;.~IS: the most graeious .a. ' ~.' _~, at for a po.ssblle wbat be had been I colder and I I ever knew". she told _~ .... nctlon. I!omethlng about how say Ihat is kind and consider· 

Eisenhower evad
4

' is going and devoid of all pretence . 
.... , I ... I I ' , ;';;,;;"~; I ;:~~. would think she would 

" r in l"" renting his Gettysbur, an I look _ G AI th' II 'h t, 'put on' l"t 
, nil 41, /)( 1000Iung Into eorge len and Clint a a e rest doesn't. And 

l!'~t'~r ... -»turrJIIY u C1be son or somebody. NOne it is anticipated ~~~ I"j IlInUt.! fly I .eCbJlat~U clear to mo. or evell inleresting and are n~ use for people 
".ad"if C':Jr~f)(O! H K"IJnu ~e but Ihe feUow gets 10 talking garb. And, ,~~:~~ I 'h" ~~:~enare~'l,~e something 
~ ott l!\e p!llll' I)f aUtmbl: ~::Out how big shols play up to evidently a 
•• w..·:"V.Q1I at nine /I'e! It e President and he slarts and has ... ~ -
I '-n itk.b",OGd tlrly 110 Ih:C ' lalkln, about this feUow who extra parka- UCIO 

ftIIIW ,,~ flowl, ovtr Kt;nl , gell Invi ted to the Whitt House he gives me had heard that Tom toot: 
..,..,. mounU/n aM I&.orb II! " I nd hDW he works Ihe deals shrouds me Ute • .t P..n AIct'. .,. 
;~'~u,m", I~,"/JIY lor wMch tl!J:'I~~: t Okeep,s him on th l.! Invite balldage and I never to hEal at -- .... 

d • ~"'O/J Theff' ~ rc: IIti nvoJl'etl 01 book ~Ild it so good. book. ''Not~ It at 
... ~!~~' m(,rl Ot,IU!t(ul In i hl: If a Sl(iI'y. 1 lit /Uk, worthy of 'J ohn Killoran comes up to ",'I. "om knows what sh.e meant. 

,r , I II /liMIt" hul I ha I le prm15, me and I sa,. "F,'I' m. '," H k h' h , , nn'r "M 'h~ '1 V/l " e nows w a appene 0 
hl .. U)' r/fbl m /if' day wa_ At a dinner EI3cnhower spoke "J ohn" and John fills me U; him. He isn't a baby. As a 
l~atPt"U!u,., ~~ '; ~;!"Ih'. r 3ml f' a Bmt he h3dn'l rcad and good, "This is one of the maHer of fact he is all man. 

rt,~ ,. I . , ~!art "'d n I would i D rarm steep railroads. Railroad grades He understands more than peo-K.,;,,;,; lX'a Wilt .. 'td~ (lr arc told in percentages. A rise pIe th ink and he bears Ill) 
.nd here of one inch hundred feet grudges. 1 think he is pretty 

is one I . for great". 

Train With Smoke 



~Ej~~~f~~~~ "~A~'("~df"~'~':~';':!" ~'~'~h:O",er !PO~ •• ! I:[~~~i~!\~~~~~j~~;~~: \ \i~:~t~)i~;~; 
!;If a ~m Chat he h~dn'l read 
on y"~f5. bUI would gh'c D fnrm 

' --or ml )'bfl a golf course -
In Cf'orgla for If auyoody could 

hi .t locate U. lie said tho poem was 
.wDUlI lIpor ,,'U ristnll' 'Ooul D hoy on the farm, who 
Oor P""'~ Ihn~ IIlngJ IIlIed II, and Ihen grew up to 

II aDd 1M IU" "'~5 become 3 wcalthy man, but 
~ Ihr_fIl nron. enough. now he wanled desperately to 
... urly cDOU,b. to turn Ihe gel back 10 the simple ways I !;~!::::g;, 
... Of llUybe Ihe crystals ' Iga[n. "The President eould 1 ~~~~1f~~~:~~~:'i~p:~:l l ~ij of c.M trolt Imo l u quln quote but two lines from the 
~ type oC thing th31 poem. T1I8('5 all he knew . 
• ~ on tbf' bright and Tbts fellOW who was trying to 
r'"1 ~ and onngn and IT' ake Eisenhower didn't sny a 
JrihrI of !!le lea~'u. not to word. Soon as the dinner was 
~.t. rr! Ibe undertones of Ol'er, he got. to a phone and 
bnJIo'r. IImbr and grwn of slUl 51arted ca1l!ng boole. stores In 
ITHIl ie;o"'e!I, "nd created with. New York. He recited the 
.. _ the muge of bespangled quotation to each of them and 
In"'Y I!lrb Ibncing in an au. offered a ridieul(lus price to 
r.'D or KWg li;ht5 What a the man Who could find it 
"'lf~<101l Uionderland this all first. One was found after a 
b !>, dme I~ the autumn s llort time and the man char· 
i: ~r K( ~~j~Jn tored a pri\'ate plane to fly 

tho book to Wasllingt(ln and 

taken. 
11;~ hc~uty (If It p.:I cades and within a short time after the 

",crub on ..fawn the countour dinner was able to say to tile 
of 'he hIll and hIlls to the President, "Oh, by the way, I 

ti~n le~d below, where the Just happen to hal'e with me ,';d,' I f!;;~:;';:~~:,~;;~:'.~:~~·h;.~'~::I:i~,;i rrllfl h~n't eome so early, and the bl)(lk that has that poem in From tile very start t he. 
_ h" re I'ncn elings for a few It that you wanted. , ," skyward. In a minn te 

Is s tronger, U a 
wish there were more 

drink it all In with 
shHe It. and to lDss 

or contentment back 
and multiply rOt 

more prrcioUI mlnutcs bcfnre a rc past the old ~ ,i;,~;;~ I I';;;; 'F' ,;;i;;;,.': ' ".~d"~; 
dllnnk! Ih,' f~tal enitumo, Lasl Train from Can that has sawed its 
which. 'llhnu~h ~oJorful and ' we pass up the old 
Sly· it 'J'1I' the dan~r macabre I There's no sense In lak ing skidder Ih:;! has also I 
of nJ\lIr(l the la.1t fling before all the cars, so we double up its la61 Ing from the 
old B~ront • \\""Ie' hllt d ~ all and it lsn" long until we arc but tha I Is nil 'I ::'" .'" . .' . ... 

J~ Ibnll. 1 hive becomo pottllc, at Cau. There is II crowd about betause there was l,;,:"'i;';;"; 
• but r l'illuy jcrkl me lu ck. I the old stt:llll 10comoUve which rape of Ihe woods 

tflme d'l"N n hird upnn The Is bc!ching (lut smr ke In committed by tills h~adj";.~~~;';¥:: 
brilU<- 11l1li "'4'f\C danr:ertlUsi)' 11I'OjICr 'a lutation. I see rami· of the fon'st, I bood, 
to u(J'1 h,Ilmg ~ young bull lInr farcs In Ihe c row(! and new 10 myself how that nidi c~i~rs or ";;:'::i.;;; 
\;111,,11 h., Ir~yMl from II field Gnu too. ThcrQ Is , fi rst os 1.\' I could btl kepI lI; II IQu\'enir fmd. 'fhe 
JI"~ o\<'r ~ II r.t~ and ! llInds ways when a stea rn enjlind is flf a no\\' dead way (lr pronohn~ d:;:',:~'tl;~;:~,r 
In he roatl III. he~~ Is Ihmst pufhn l( . John Killoran, the the world with lumber lind 
'''","' rtl , M ~'1:Iu lyenng, at hIS w,S,\z.'rv man; Who has b<!en )10'" there could be J wOlldhu:l;s 
nullrd. dda le In and oUl like £omg to bat for the train 's I museum assemblf'l Jnd kept b;'~kd,:~P~~'. 
• !willow- , 'Ivlng me no glance prescfI'ation over hi;; tv ,ila-,tbere..,.."3 •• ,1 more 

,m""".' . ",""""., wh.t it would 

I:;' ;;~;t;~;,;:;';';~,'o;: lIundred,; never gone 
Vll'lltnla 

or raU, and 
the Il.U' III 



PAGE THI 

To Buy or N~t To Buy i1 
CERTAIN WE ST VIRGINIANS OF GOODWILL TAKE A RIDE BEHI~D A SMOKE 

TO LOOK INTO THE FEASIBILITY OF THE STAcTE'S BUYING THE RAILROAC 

nt, h"rOmNrr of nging I but conce n1rating quite lecher· Ilion . And there a 
l hlllk "a pro lcnsily 10 n ocintc ously upon a herd of young Bowman, whom I 

r ntl'mror~lry Jct with a half- heife rs in a fie ld, who exaspera- Frank Callendar 
r 'm mhrr,'o 'une or Ihe ha!f' l l ingIY pay him no mind at all Bank observalol 
f r~ tten \\'flrds of nil old song. but g raze on with the hard-to- Phill ip Newell", 
l..J:, Sa urda\' here ke pt co m- ge t l1onochalance of the gend er . and l shake hat 
lnb to my !lund's e3 r bils of an The first man I meet at scriber whom 

.d hymn Ihat I used [0 liste n I Bill Sperry's EI Poco. the ap. much about I 
t bu \\'a~ nc,'e r brave enou~h pointed pla'ce - in Ma'rlinton , is met. 

par IClpale Ill . abo ut ltfe ij',1r. Koontz himself who is Strangely en 
bt-m I'ke J " mountain rail· standing in front of the place about Rev. ' . 
cOJ.d "~i h 3n enginee r that was an d wondering why it isn't ian pastor at ( 
b-,,"e" and ad mon ished n~e and i 0pel1 . He te lls me where Sena· I went to Ne'\I 

r . oC h" rOIl~regatlOn to to r Carl Gainer is in the motel. to check lhe 
, " he run 'licce sr ~,1 f rom II go the re and after a while poverty and d 

~ cfad:e 10 he g rave. Senator Arch Reed comes m people foUow 
11:t' . con .. mporary" associ· I and we all go to breakfast, t he down that}I 

as a r '31 , Iotlnlain Rail. pl ace now bemg open and bust· mng Post oa 
o. .\ Illch I Celt was a p· li ng. At one booth are Mr. and One of the sc 
hln a prom, tire g rave ~!r . Koo ntz and at . . ano h~r ol~ ~e . al 

rk b'ln tlon in he i Delega te J . C. Cru lkshanks. Ret. :\e\\ell 
, I a! w Ca~· III . peaker Pauley comes 11\. told me abo 

II don known as \1 
locomol"·... Ike and T axe s cuit Rider iI 

al' I had here and ! 
om .\ hal Rill .\ nd so wer 

he dl"t'n I ha' 
I. '« d I;h hI I 
Ill" \ d h< 
u.::h 

, 'lr 'm\ 

It \';'t.: 

lrom 
"h Ii m 
d ·rlb.!~ 
Illlh!>.>r 
" My .1 n 

tt bli 



·'IT1.1k(' III(' r UIl 1I(,1 ' 1' ~ "( 111 from t - t;O there and arlO': 'a "';hil'~ L .... I.; IH!CK In.-
Ott' ('radll' III lil(.' ~rnVt'''. ~ R poverty and , ('nnlo r Arch ced Co mes i n peoptc foHo 

The "cOI1H'II1IHH'tlry" Mio;oci · n l1 d we al l go to breakfast. th e down that. 
"l l(1n Wll." .1 r t'nl 1\10111110111 Rail · " Inee now bei ng open and hu st - ning Post ~ 
rn d , IHI(' \\ hu' h t fr lt wns tip- ling . At. one boot.h arc Mr. and One ot the 
Jlro;1111111 ~t .1 Jl""I11:1llJr(' g r flve M,'s . I(oontz . and at another to ' d n'1 e 
• :1' \\' 0 1 k h ,ql1 ~ 11011(' !n 111 0 l~ DplC!gale .II C . Cruikshanks. Rev . Newe 
\\1).,11, o ( (, lh'JII [11,(1\-1' (,M." In S pra ker Paul l!y comes in. told me abt 
]',\"nhnnl ;' , \ 'oUIlIV wn s dono known as t 
• .!hf II II"H'~ ;lJHI Inr UII1 otIV(' , I k e and Ta xes cuit Ride r 1 
\\ B. IWIIW' .. ul d (or S{' l'ilp . I hod there and 
t(lrlulI.l1l'h', nnd stl ll1C' w ll ;j l 13ill Sperry introduces me to A nd so we 
mlr,l('tlItHI ~ h', h~l\1l lhr enginee r a s t ra nge r , a fellow by the dren, I ha, 
th.lt \\ .1' !JI'lnl\ in fl hit. or name of Gambill, who is a tax delightful 
'fP I.liI.111\'I' 1ll,lflCtlvC'ri ng th at I lawyer, and who stops at Bill 's And the 
brou~hl Ih,' drpl'cdntlon to a place when passi ng through 
,'I.,nd,11i1 !lnlil a ciclcaalion of that part of. West Virginia. ot the st. 

h , II h' h t ' instance. 
1< '1,lalor, <'''!l Id look into the ' Te . 1m t a story ', says 
m;lI~r of pl'escl'l"Ing thi s ves, Bi ll and Gamb ill haltingly tells i~~u~e ' ~~ 
I j«' of stea m fo r a poss bile what he had been telling. Bill, " half m, 
I,'uns! attraction, £O methmg about how PreSident descr ibe 

Meet In Marlin ton 

Tre day of looki ng into t he 
a!ter was Saturday at Cass 

and I \l ao In"ited by Legislative 
.\uo:iltt)r Clarence H. Koo ntz to 
b~ 3 !Ie pOi nt of assemble 
~t ~I a'hnlon at nine o'clock. 
I left Ric\", ood ea rl y so that I 

aid drive slowly over Kenni, 
u n m ounl :)!n and a bsorb the 
.. tumn ~'']llIy {o r w h ich thi 
drf, J ( ';UJlou-.; There :l re 
d,~ moe .. b""U llful in Ihe 
" t d I uppo ", but I hnve 

n Ih'm TIlt' day was 
r I s to "" 3 her nnn 

\1 7 ,';5 1 5 art~d 
bDl. I .d' of 
I'" d h. r, ,nd 

I • I' III 

Eisenhower evades taxes by Hillsboro 
'renting his Gettysburg rarm to "M M 
George Allen and Clint Murchi, y a 
son or somebody, None of it is left h iS 
cl ea r to me, or even interesting, legs, m 
bu t th e fellow gets to taiking I ~ory t 
about how big shots play up to mfre or 
the President and he starts SU . Ice 
talking about this rellow who officer 
gets invited to the White House U1 Ge 
and how he works the deals for an at 
thal keeps rum on the invite th!,-Ough 
lis t. One involved a book. and l:gs oft 
is a story, I think , worthy of " es, thE 
the pr ints, cause tb 

At a dinner Ei enhower spoke 
of a poe m that he hadn' read 
III year, but would gh'c 3 [arm 

,or m.:be a go\( course -
In G~or iiI for if 3m'bodY could 
, 'ate it. lit.' aId lh~ p 'm \\. ' 

bOil • hoy on Ih. (un, \I ho 
Ital <I It, and .,'" up 10 
b'n, II \I 

plan- , 
neclion 
dr ' n~r I 

i .10 a 
he b3 

\$ nd 

,\ nd 

110m 
ub&cri 

P'ruler 

TIw 



Opp (1 n r IIlIU 110 at it. H said the poem was - - -
look at it II. abol! 0 boy on th rarm , who 

,apM wO rl.lng I'nled it, and th n grew up 10 
tin h., lr winllS b om 0 w ollhy man , but 
(th hili Ind Ih' un W S n w h wan d d spera ely to 
mm lhr u h II' n,: ('nou h, $I t btl k to th simple ways 

and. atl) 'n II h. t IIIrn lh allnl n, "Th PI' sid nl could 
d~ . r 111~)' 'Ihe ryst. I quot but wo lin 5 from the 

f ". Inl quln po m, That's all he knew, 
I'P or Ih l that , 
n Ih' right nd This f, liow who w,as ~ry1Og to 

nd r ng ,nd I k Elscnhower dld,n t say a 
r h' I \' not to word , oon as the dinner was 

III u;d ~ion , of OV 1' , he g~l. to a phone a~d 
nd r n of till &tart d calling book stores 10 

nd er(!~t d with. w York He recited the 
I;~l ,' or b pnnglcd quotation to ,each of them and 

n in 10 an au. off red a ridiculous pnce to 
• I It h What a lhe man who could find it 

ond'rland hi all first. One was found after a 
< • h' au umn hort time and the man char· 

Won 

And 1 
lv-man, a 
(spellin.g, 
versity of 
ra il!an , 1 I 

who is rUll 
Attorney, 
subscriber. 
Frazie r of 

The tra' 
the moun 
legislators 
wish to tal 
or what II 
can be t~ 
crass to sp 
for a rid~ m e HI lered a private plane to fly 

" "nnltsl>n the book to Washington and or persom 
and an 01 

pJr3dc' and "',ithin a short time after the log car fo 
he c:ounlour d inner was able to say to the go open.ai 

hill 0 the Pre ide nt, "Oh, by the w ay. I I of e jo 
• whorc he ju happen to have WI h me 

an the book that has that poem in From 11 
I that you wanted .. ," ! is 'l'wart 

\"e are ~ 

l illul 



Mountain Kallroad 
,IElCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST OF ITS KIND, 

,115 IAIT FOR TOU RI STS, WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM. 

w~,~ I ads of tocl along 
'h' Ir.·k lid I m joll d Into 
Ih., Ihou h . or how th is lrnin 
• Id I' rack II III b like cer· 
1~1I1 of Ih~ n Ilv S of Guam 
,horn Ih~ J pano cl IO. They, 

lh J p', mode a h man dig 
and g I down on his 

n. '. th dg of iI, so that 
n the big knife came down 
could b kicked in after 

" red head , It 's Like this 
f r h klOd old steam loco· 

lIe we nre riding. It will 
U up I rack and haul it to 

bonom of the hill and 
o h job i done it too 

1..,i11 fO for c rap, nle s, of 
h llIte orders a 

o! e ceu ion. 

the 
car 

ferent shades of blue in each 
receding peak , 

I tatk with Tom Edgar's wife, 
~ charmmg and devoted wife. [ 
ask her how he will negotiate 
lhe problems of lhe legislature 
if he is e lected, She tells me 
lhat there 'have been many 
proiYlems but aU have been 
solved and taken care of, arid 
this one will. Mrs, Edgar is a 
learned and well-read woman 
and her knowledge of tbings 
in general is rat her tremen
dous and he r interest in pro
moting tourism for West Vir
gi nia in general and her own 
Pocahontas , in particular is al
most a passion with her. And 
PerS'1 Buck is indeed a pas
sion. 

Her falher-in-Iaw, T om's Ca
lher, of cou rse, ow n the old 
Pearl ydenstricke r Buck home 
nt Hill boro. Pearl 'Buck ern' 
oCt n to \1\ it th place and 
10 th l way h !>ceom om 
hto o[ a m m \h 

Edg r r mlly nd 
" r Or . 1 " T m 
'" I th m 

III II I 
.' 'h 

•• 



\\ l ' u~jma 
" 1/;('r I,,('rf" 
r,.rr~nhlr . 

- d Ib," hid 
!",m. hn 11('" J 

Idlnll (' r 

p,!:""r If ". J u r 
.nd ',II 

ani 

('{)U r~f.~, I flc Stnl 
Sl ilY of {I)"N' utIOIl. 

orders a 

Tuin With Smoke 

\\f t• pn "~ n rand nnd lh e 
"hj .. l1~ tool . ~ wnl' nlng. A cur 
t"ro;; "'1(1 tll~J.tn l \Et ('s Its passon· 

I. bl't.'nll',,(' fI Ir'nln with s m oke 
"''''lhlnS! 10 S . 1\ Iitll 

rI \I.'\(" • n(1 I ,. mind my· 
r In rt'.01 "II), of good old 

T.'", \1',,1 ft· nnd I prom Is . my· 
If I \\ III pwo"d we go and 

11 • I' fultier nd T hear 
nol k. h. nk. ,y thn t "Poor 
Id 'om I k Is goi ng to freeze 

d('3Ih" and I look about me 
nd' Ih t 011 the rest 'have 
nldb f nlly onlicipated this 

nd or \\ nth r and are dress· 
In rll Ing ga rb. And Dick 

\\ m n h \'idenUy antici-
'n! my dumb ness and has 
u h long an extra parka-

1 ' thing .... hich he gives me 
a d .... hich shrouds me like a 
mumm\" bandage and I never 

r n com s up to 
y. "Flll me in , 

John !Ills me in 
• TIll I on of the 

R Ur d grade 
IT n ig. r l 

r hundred r I 
ror Ins 

d r 

most u passion with her. And 
"cral). Buck I.s indeed a pas
slo n. 

Ifer father~n-taw, Tom's (a. 
l hor, of co ursc, owns th e old 
Pellrl Sydenstri cker Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl "Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
In this way has become some· 
thing of a memher of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
"She is the most gracious 
wo man 1 eve r knew" , she told , 
me. "She is kind and consider· 
ate , and devoid of all pretence. 
You wouM think she would 
have the r ight to 'put on! just 
a little, but · she doesn't. And 
she has no use for people 
who pretend to be something 
that they aren't". 

Character of Pearl Buck ~ 

I had heard that Tom took 
offense at Pearl . Buck's re
ferring to him as "half man" 
in her book. "Nothing to it- at 
all. Tom knows what she meant. 
He knows what happened t.o 
him. He isn' t a baby. As a 
mat er of fact he is all man . 
He unders ands more than pe<>-
pi think and he bears n 
grud es. I think he is pre,: 
gr lU. 

n I think he 1 re I 
l 100. 

chu cd up pa 
IIUlumn I t"III:tJ~a 

h 



f 
, a 

r- ao . UU" 

fJ" Of I 
m r . 'fhl 

OCfC'l'nll. Ju think 
n<'lrc"n " , 

S 'edt &.ek, 

on 
h 

"'..,. ~ !loy ..... 0 ..... 

3nd lhrough autll~nar foliage 
lho looks like polychromatic 

dl polo ' work at limes, and 
lorful nod downy gossameT 

II rs, d p n.dlng upon how 
tb un shin s or h()W the 
II d W9 foil. We come to a 

( rm wh r cattle and sheep 
ond 1 am told that there 
cov ncar here, a cave 
n subterranean waterfall 

high r than the mighty Nia
gara. "W!ll we see it?" I ask 
tlnd am told that it will have 
lo wait another tlme. We turn 
a b nd on the level, make a 
curve on the slant, then aead 
for higher ground, Another stop I 
Gnd a slart and the second of ; 
the two switch-backs has been 
met and taken, I t is colder and 
lh air is stronger , like a wine, 
and I wish there were more 
along to drink it all in wi h 
me, and share it, and to oSS 
i he dr gs of contentment back 
o grow and multipl for 

o h . I n \Y sce what it would 
mc:!o. thi rai road. to hundred,; 
of p 0 who ha \'e never gone 
up th ,ide of a W \ 'i -njJ 

U' mlutn' In. by root or r II. a uti'" I think h lu k~' h I I ., 
Ih Ihl 1\ B2un\ m I 

(t h lrllC' 
up and .. rI d u 

Th 
r hit 



....... , ..... V .. I.' 
TAlC. A .,DI • HIND A SMOKE·BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST 

IUYINO TH RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE 

nd I h 'r . r I h r , 
kn w . no 
r h 

I k 
Dr. 

r n 
Dr. 

, y 
sub· 

We s loads of steel 
h rack a nd I am ;', .It .. ' 
h hough 5 of how 

m b d 
wi h 

h v 
had 

nnd ! s rack will be 
taln of h natives of 
whom the Japanese slew. 

h rd he Japs. made each m; 
n v r his grave and ge down 

knees at the edge of i • I 
arn d when the big knife came 

w 11. Pr byt r. \ he could be kick~ ~ 
r nb nk. when his seve r~ head. 1 5 1i1 

" ._. . rk h3 1m (or . he kmd old . ~D 
CI y Cor I S mo Ive ,:,'e are nding. 

'es.:;',I!,d ar a of pul U P I rack and ha 
h dr 109. he bo om . 0 . be 

u rd Eve- 'hen he Job d e 
W I Ir 101 • Will go Io scrap. 

h course, e La e 01 
'JI of ec 0 

Tnin 



lie was 
.10 uar 
nd h\\· 
'\ mor 

r., ..r " " h,' r h~ rp 
, .• lInn 'I om ~:II R r . fllr 
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PAG~ FOUKTEEN I 

OCTOaER. '2' 
lickE~ned Out (F delegation in its m'd t I To Buy Or Not To Buy a Railroad \ POCahon.t.as was to haVi 

rO m Page 10) land arrived at a feast for the Paule Id \ s. 
Th is l'Cd is the berr ies of moun- gods ... and me. They have a to beY t~ how

d
glad; the 

.. 'ong th is I tnfn ilsh and Dick bri ngs it trick Loa with mashed potatoes \ thC fono~i~ga~ :d \: 
enclosed 0 aboard :lnO the . women squc~ ! a nd gra ~y and co ffee, ~hich is 30) the group :~Ul~ ~ 

B1..o!1. S. D. telling for some to tnke home as i t se rved In enormous tm cups. Charleston for ad' 
T'h ugh f perh.ps Slays re d in the winle,'" .m,d lhe It is food that, calls for t he whet her or not th~Cl 

J 
be rries don 't drop. Dick IS the purest of devot ion and 1 give I would be recommended 

This ",.n left life of the party now, aH I've got. And my dinner chase by the state. 
01 tM old I I move from place to p"lace chompanions ,a ren'ht slouches ei- The ride back to El 

0 11 the train and 1 meet more t er at puttmg t e stuff away. about what a doctor c:: 

I people. Meet Walte r Good, I would prescribe. Ah. 
\l~l!~ ~ntly am told . Walter Good has run a Top of Old Baldy in a field we saw t 
I t'~ West Vlr_ , locomotive on t~is railroad for Outside there Is talk of th is takable white bobb 

• hiS brother 32 ye.ars. " I retired last year", and that until' the return of deer' s tail. Carl Gain 
, , ~ tUnncial aid r he said: And I . am told to meet those who went to Bald ' Knob , his Cadillac and w 

, 0 mt'n hU\'e Sam Sliverstem, 1 had heard I meet Mr. and Mrs . Ted Riffe, fascinated as this wi 
It llhon dol- of him, He had bought the road and W, E. Blackhurst, author took the pasture i' 

C;L"''":t ~ledlc31 (or scr~ p . I expected an ol,d of "Riders of the Flood", the stick strides. going 
F 1Jt('~e, the ma n wah beard, But he. IS b?ok ~bout this very place, ,and and round about , j 

~ Dorsett young an-d agreeable Jookmg. hiS , Wife , I talk to the van~us , had been told to 

fl c-.mt' al Ghost Town of Spruce purchase. Senator Reed thinks good show for ,then 
~: ':peu- legislators about the poss'lble \ 

nrt -C .rk· Robert <Jacobson points and Lhe idea is good and Herb He too , I thmk, 
Cit,Y I a ks mc If I sec. \-Vhat I am to Schupbach is carried away with purchase of that 
tit Dol- see was once the town of it all. Bowman, was sold, 1 it could divert a 

pruce. a town with 1500 souls, think, before t he trip was tion from him. 
ho logged and made paper thought of. Harry Pauley said 

'or lI'e Virgil" a Pulp. and he felt that the state should 
'" ho repaJroo the cars and own it right to the top of Bald 
n(,n of WeSlern Maryland. Knob. Bald Knob, by the way, I 
In (he \4lntcr of ' 18 the tem- is only a few feet under Spruce 1\ 

""ralure al pru.e was 45 be- Knob, highest ground in the 
I a k a~u11 Spruce now. I state. I don't remember whal 

lher :l: olhlng, I am acll Olle sa,'d, but I think 
·othlng. but 3 building 

AnotlH!r ghost In the very member of the investi

rh th np nf hr hIli 
A to.>\ rn and snmr 

ar f.r r 'rh~r(' 

food Itun, I'm .. nf 
n and I 10 n MIl' 

".::~ po no .. , <I) rk 
II fl' panl 

1 

gating group saw immense 
possibilitcis [or the rnilr03d ns 
n tOllrlst attraction. 

End 01 ,h. Lin. 
Ice 

u 



"1111 11 1 U' <lil
ILI

/ }ll"l' (,"ancl~ 1 nld hf' 8~l cI : And I lin'! 101'<1 to m cut lho~c who w ent to Ba ld ' K b \ t\HI \,;ac.lH\ 
The 1"'0 men IUI\!(, Sli m Silvers te i n. I h:lei h C il ,l'd I m eet Mr. and Mrs. Ted R~~te·. fascina ted ae anC1 

• ha/f 011111011 dOl. or him, li e hnd boug h I the rO.ld nnd W . E. Bla ckhurst. author took the as th\ .. 
Clarkson Medlen l ror foic rop . I ex pecl.CcI nn old o f "Rider s of the Flood", Lhe' , pasture 

BtUe ..... OUn'hl'. Ihe I rn un f wit h bC.'lrd . Bu t he Is book about thi s very place . and stick stndes, 
or tilt' Oor~cll )'ou ng II n·d ng rccn blc l ooki n g. his w i f e. 1 t alk t o the various and round about. 

... \":t"tt at Spt'u"" legislato rs about the possible '\h3d been told 
f"N:'tpte lIonlt' ~I I Ghost Town of Sprucf! purc hase . Senator R eed t hinks good show (Of 

(he Brnn~n Inrk· Robert .Jncobson poi nts and ~he idea ~ s good and Herb He too, 1 thi.nk , 
1n Rl'rl~f 11.\ , It .,,~ks !lie if I soc, What I am to ,:" .. chu pbach IS earned away with purchase o( 

1(1 ~oulh 0 . · sec wfiS once the tow n 'of h . all. Bowman, was ~old , 1 it could 
.It Brooklllgs, prucc, n tow"' with 1500 sou1s, t hink , before the t rip was \tion 

Tt":.chtrs 01· ",ho logged :lnd m:lde pape r thought of. Harry Pauley said 
In Appn.oCUJ· fo r West Virgi nia Pulp, and he r~lt .th al the state should ~----~.....: 

jntt1"~" .. 1 .n educa· \\ ho repa ired the cars and own It n ght to the top of Bald 
nlnbul,on~. engines of Wes ter n Maryland . Knob. Ba ld Kn ob, by the way \ 

If roJ!"'tlt .... dt"lf'ec " In the wint.e r of '18 the tem- ! is only a few feet under Spruc~ t 

upon Herbert • t S 45 b ' \ ' peru ure fi t pruce was e- IKnOb, h ighest g round in the 
,.t l O. !U a low" , I as k about Spru ce now, , 

(' mmtn«mtnl. What is there? Nothing, I am state. I don t. remember w~·at 

I 
told . othing, but a building each one s .. d, but I think I 

rs h:l \'f' conte A h h t . b f th' t' _ t • b t or two. not er g os 111 the every mem er 0 e mves 1.- , 
.~, \ I"S. U hill t" I itt ht2rt- s, ga mg group saw Immense \ 

01 <ounUess We reach the top of the hill possibiliteis for the railroad as 
It&...t '" Ihe nnd stop. A coal car and some a tourist attraction .. 

til. Cluk- old box cars are near. There 
i, tile smell of food from one of 
lhe box cars. and I follow my 
nose. Inside are pans of cQ.ick
en, kettles of bake beans, pans 
of hot rolls. There is ta Ik of 

m pro
medIal 

. ACi.:.u.15 tIIlt 
jo~ for 

Itomg to Bald Knob. which is 
Id. near, and looking down upon 

VISIt- tbe Pocahontas world of Green
Ean>pe t he It&Dk and beyond. but a colored 

.,1(0 loriee boy lells me It is lime to cat 
eel ., and I tum down this trip to 

t~~,~ •• rc_ pay my straeter devotion to the 
elfo of Mr. Silv r

IUt ,.,,!n'. cooks , J sit down wilh 
,-,. ot Tom edgar and hI. WIfe, and 

, tth R~ d and Carl Gainer and 
Jl.ob J.cobJon and Rev. Newell . 

'U lh cook is, he knows 
to lake a d ad chIcken 

Judge On Hillbilly Decision 

End of the Line 

The trip back to Cass was 
uneventful. The legislators got 
their heads together in the 
closed car with the cheerfully 
burning stove, and decid'ed to 
accept Dr. Callendar's invita
tion to come to the club room 
at the observatory for a little 
confab over sand,wiches, 

That club room is as snazzy 
as all gel out. Ted Riffe made 
a littte talk about. how glad 

betimes yearn to share the 
mounlain man's blissful soli
tude , close to natu re? 

, • ., ... #",.co_~,,"'." ".co"" #Q. " ,,.-• 

MOUNTAIN 

GAULEY 
Loul •• McNeill 

S4.00 
Hillbilly BookshoP 
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OCTOBER 29, 1960 

P c hont s was to have t his 
drl ,lion 10 ils midst. I1arry 
I, uley told h()'\v glad they were 
10 • lh r nnd said thal on 
h - following unday (October 

3 Ih group would meel in 
• rl-. on for a decision on 

\\ h h r or not the railroad 
, uld be recommended [or pur-

tc~:h:;;:,,~r cha b)' th lale. 
If. The rid back to EI Poco was 

bou wha a doctor of lou rism 
uld pr ribe Ahead of us 

f Id \\' . aw the unmis-
b '.\ III bobbin of a 

arl r.alnf'r opped 
c: od w wa ch d 

"""",n.ted hI "lId crea ure 
In hI' po o

n nd Oll , 

I' h 
n 

'DOU~ . )11 

• 

• m 
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c.twrM Hor.and /a$1 known, 'h,. ,ii:.;"",. 
IInICIIn -1««1 the bricfgtl ./ •. 

NoN in lIs sew!ntn yeor, the Town Wolk's populoritv 
conIhues 10 grow This season's guide. Phil Bogdon, 
'MJS ~Ien by the Cess history bog bock in 1965 on 
tis.sec.ond 'risillo tile CSRR; his grasp oflhe 'Irue his· 
tory" is Insightful and entertaining. The 1996 lour 15 
based on personal research, without reference to 
previous town walk presenlot1ons. 

Cass: A Work-in-progress 

When Ihe mill closed In 1960. the town property 
as well as the plant ilsell- fell Into the hands of on 
off.shool organization, Don Mower lumber Co" 
which continued 10 rent company houses until 
19n.1I hos token years 10 reoch tile CIJrrenllevel 01 
renovotion ... and certainly. much work sl1ll 
lema Ins. The II/sillve houses 10 be femed as cab
ins were opened In 1984; sidewalks and fences 
were rebuilt during 1986-87. 

AJJ phoIos BXCepI front COYer by Phlip Bogdon 

References 
A large 1917 Clrkut phOlograph, found in the rear 01 the 
Cass Country StOf8, is the best on-lite vi,sua! rete,r
ence, Further study 01 Casl, and, lurrber, rnI! towns III 
general, is available via the tolloWlng publicellOns (han
dled In slores adjacent to the depot): 

On Beyond Leatherberlc The Cas. Saga; 
Roy 8, Clarkaon, McClain Publi6hlflg Co" 

Parsons; 2nd printing, 1994 
Cau: A Briel HistOfy And Guide To A Lumber 

COI11'any Town; G80fgtl Deike, Cess: 1~9 
Tumult On The Mountains: Lumbering In We.r 
Virgin;' , 1770- 1920; Roy 8 , Clamon, McClain 

Publishing Co .. Parsons; 9th pmllng, 1992 
SawduSl In Yours Eyes; WE Blackhurst (e novel), 
McClain Pubishing Co., ParsoM: 5th pnnm;. 1993 

Cass Town Walk 

In 1961. 96 struc1ures here 'M!le ploced on the 
National Register 01 Hislorlcol PIoc:es For 58 yeors, 
ending In 1960, Cess was a company town whose 
residents woke 10 0 steam whis~e The sound 01 
saws and fragrance of freshly-cut saw logs 'M!re 
almost ever·present aspects at llIe to the town's 
populotioo Iwhlch during the peak years of k,rm
beling, 1908·1920, was 0lmostl,8001. 
The Coss sago began In AprIl 1699 when Joho G 
luke, 0 principal of The West Virginia Pulp & Poper 
Co" bought 136 ocres of bottom land tlom Iotol 
former Jocob Gum, Two yeors laler, this properly 
was conwyed to a sIan-up venture - The Wesl 
Virginia Spruce lumber Co. - for the slle at "S trill, 
town and opelollng bose. Nloo yeors hence, 
VNSLbfCo was absorbed by 'Pulp & Paper: In 
1942 the Chorteslon'bosed Mr:rwer lumbef Co, 
ocq~1red the town as port 01 a 10(11. stock and bo,
rel deal lor the mill, rallrood and land holdings 

OrIginally known as \.8oIherbork Ford, durJ'lg The 
period Ius! prior 10 the coming ot Hmberlng there 
were ttvee smalllorms located where Cess and 
East Coss Iflrsl tolled Brooklynl would arise The 
lown's nome was given sometime during or before 
t-hJy 1900 In honor of a Pennsyl<lonlon, .Joseph K. 
Coss wOO sold his poper min 10 the Luke orgonl
• in 1899, Coss "668·1938) wen! on 10 seMi 
for many years OS 'ike-president of WVP&PCo 

Cass Scenic Railroad Slale Park 
Coss, West Virginia 
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Cass ScenIC ollrood ... Pork programs for a different kind of West Virginia slole park 

( .. pIO'. on old lumber mill town built between 1901 and 1908 

aaaaa " EJH @] 
Note: Landmark numbers 
correspond to the order of 

Ihe Town Wolk presentol\on. 

EJ .aIDD 131313 . \1118,.. 31 0 
~1os1 1 .. ~ 

... . 80/3813 J! ~ 0 0 0 00 @ ... . 
00 BOO 0 

10 18880 
0 1 

n ~ §l 

• 13 

8 

" Jl 
00 

IV 

CSRR's porking 101 was 
formeriy- for 58 years
the lumber yard [docks) 

. ' lor lhe Cass mill; three 

Greenbrier River s:= 
siding trocks ran from 
the C&O mainline into 
this vost oir-<lrying and 
loading lacilily, where 
boards were stacked 
up 10 45 feet high. .... .. .... ~ 

The 'Big Store' plus specialty shops 
1fuMum Row' and more . . . ' 

A.. Fonner Company Store Complex 
Cau County Store (Slate Park Gill Shop), 

The ~st Run Restaurant, Pocahontas County 
Tounam CommissIOn Inlo Stand, Cass Wildlife 

Museum, Cass Historical Museum 

9. Cass Showcase 
C . Country Crall Junction 

D. Latly'_ Barber Shop 
E. Something Special, ltd. 

F Bnr Euentials rea & Spice Shopps 
G. W .. tv8CO Forutry House Ellhiblt 

H. Shay Inn Bed & Bteaklasl 

CD 

State Park Lodging 
There are currently 13 houses - 12 in Uptown and one in the old 
company's management section - rented as park collages lor 
overnight and extended stays. (Numbered bOlles) 

Unreatored Dwelllnga 
Slated for eventual renovation are 20 company houses; these are 
scattered about town and were in the worst shape when the State 
commenced renovation of the town. Rotted parches have been 
removed and roafs stabilized. (Clear boxes) 

Private Reaklencea, MiK. 
There are II houses occupied by state park employees and a few 
old-time residents. (Dark·shaded boxes) Additionally. there is e 
house u59d by Park Housekeeping, one that accommodates vol· 
unteel"1l 01 Mountain Stat. Railroading & logging Association. and 
one privately-owned. (light-shaded boxes) 

I 
Tho 

Town Walk H,ghn<;lhls 
1 PoeahontM; ~ ~ 
2. S.B. Nelhkln Co, Meat MalM\ 

(now PQS1 OIIiee) 
3 . Original company alike building w 

4. Call Holell Mountain Inn I Town Shop 
5. ~ ronl Row (no alleet until 1~261 

6. Fltst church (now Co~nity Cta~el) 
7. Masonic Building 

8. laUer·era company garage 
9. City Council Charrber & Mayor's Qflite 

(lOp tloor): overnight lockup (basement) 
10. Lower Alley (missing many structures) 

II . The Pen ('milking cow jaif) 
12. COlT'4'3ny garage site I 

13. 'Uptown Casso - luke Street 10 south 
end of Co~any Property Qust right 01 111 5 

on map); 'labor force' lamly residences 
14. Site 01 lirs! schoolhouse (1901 ·1908) • 
15. Odd Fellow's l odge Hall and '5&1 0' 

Kanes Grocery Siore I now storage 
16. Emory Street Named 101 Emory P. 

Shaller, the Big Boss 1900-1933 
17. Methodist Episcopal South Church (1927) 

18. Spruce Streel- 'The 'Back Rows' I 
19. Site of second schoolhouse (1908-1915) 
20. G90eral Manager's resldeoce,I933-1960 

21. Ascent of Big Bug Hill I 
22. Dr. Uriah Hannah's ollice. t913-1943 

23. Doctor'S home, 1902-1943 
24. Pocahontas Hospital { first E.P. Shaller 

residence { Boarding House 
25. luke House { second E.P. ShaHer 
residence I 'Clubhouse' (1933-1960) 

26. Horse barn stone foundation 
27. 'Aerial walkway' Inexact replica 

28. Site of S.B. Nethkin & Co. ice plant 
29. Cor11'any hay and grain barn (1919) 

30. Company Store retail coal bins 
31. Retail coal scele shed 

I. East Cass 1ogge"~ entertainment 1OOII' I 
(a.k.a. Brooklyn, Hilt'", Acre) 

II. 'Big School Hoos.' (bullt 1915-18) 
III. Slab Town company section _dWlllings lor 

subslchty'.extract plenl. t914-1925 
IV. Bohunk HII- once en eocIave 01 lleHan, 
Hungarian and Russian ramll/ .. ; 01 aboUt 
17 priYstely-owned tloul"'. on. survives 



-

..... -_.I ---.. 'Oau ( 

=:-
He -. """"" -. """', .".". _of ..-.. 

""'" 
-~ lid .". ... 
hat/goo 

1 
lot • great shop n 923-721 

• 

I, 

'!he first shop, buill In 1901, was single.lrock and copa
~ d SI!I'VICI"I9 I'M) locomotiYes Simulloneously II wos 
~ed in early 1923 by 0 significantly Iorger grouping 
aI CCI'W'IkSed sSl'IJOJres. To CSRI!:-ero roil/ans, overhead 
belt·chen rnod*M!ryond lotK decodes of clutIer made 
Shop No 2 okin 10 0 beloved old friend. 
n. map Iocbr In replacing ,he 1901 shop was West 
~ PIJIp & Pope!' (o.'s ordering 01 No.12, 0 mons!er 
Class C Shay (lSI! Ions as built by Umo locomotive 
WotUt Apparently clearonce prohibited access; il was 
too t., 10 !ill inside. 
The 1922 bbte wtkh leveled the band sow and planing 
".. sigriIcontly delayed completion alrhe new shop 
and b.lndry/po1lem house complex. By .he lime work 
hod resuned,lne fil'sJ of numerous lOwe!' skidders hod 
been CKqWed, lhu$, as completed, the nOfth bay's 
I4JPeI' end spotted 0 pair 012.5-1001 doors 10 OCCOfl'lrT'lO. 
OOIe\hese sleom-pgwetec! hlgh·leod logging dew:es. 
n.'~ $hop' was buill oIllle some S\.IIplus Wand 
'110, I (OI'I~oled sheel melo! " om ForT Meade, 
Morj4ood used !of lhe 1920 mill boiler house os well as 
h hay/grC4rlllCfoge Iocllily ('odors (OSS Showcase) 

Ruins of the big Cass Mill 

Orick fire wall romolns 

This 1971 view .~ows the south .nd at the huge mill 
complex w~h C&O !racks In left IOfeg~ound. The !I'?OI"
In9 storage bUildinp" 8ulViY!ng brick lire watl It VISible 
on the right side 0 the structure cioseslto the tracks. 
First 01 I~e comptex 10 go was the end ot the planing 
mill (at right). Which collapsed in 1974. 

shown1ri~i~I i:L~~~~~~~~~~;i ",II " il 
back on 
with saw i 
frame. leveled 
years earlier the planing 
Ings wenl up in smoke. 

P~iI Bagdon, CSRR State Park'. Seasonal Historian 
and 32-year veteran of the Gass EJ:perience, ~ad big 
fun while exploring and photographing the mill com
plex between 1974 and 1976. Looking back somewhat 
In horror, he Is Ihanldul not have 'boughtlhe farm' by 
falling t~rough a soft, rOiled floor. 

Statement 01 Policy ReogIlrdlIl1l Th. Equal Opportunity 
To u •• FacUi ti .. end P,rtlclpe. In Prog"wn. 

"lI1s rhe poky 0I1t. West I/Irginla DMsion oINa1lXaI 
Resources 10 plOYIde H$ IodIiTle$, o((tMTll"l'lDdmlons, 

seMces ond proglOms 10 aI persons without reoonl to 
sex. roc:e. cob. age. ,elOIol'l. na!ionoI origin, Of tisobI.ry 
PrOper licenses. ~lsIrollon ond compilonce wHh ottldol 
rules and teo:JIotIc:m 0 .. th. only SQIIt;eS aI feslllctlons 

fO' (gdily lISe Of progrom po'lidpotlclt! 
The West VIrginia DM5Ion oINolurol ReSOUfteS 

[soneql.lal~y~-

(ass Shop & ""me 
Top Of The Morning Tour 

Behind-Ihe-scenes Shop Tour P.M. 
locomotive repair and maintenance reqUIre
ments 01 0 steam railroad call lor not only a 
wen-equipped lacili1y bu1 olso on experienced 
shop stalt. The Coss Scenic: Railroad Is b\e:ssed 
wllh both. Throughout the year there Is adIvi1y 
here: during the 'ot! season: road crew per_ 
sonnel - conductors, engineers and Illemen
join the regular shop employees to comprise a 
14-man work lorce. 

With former Western Maryland No 6 'the lost 
Shay buill and second largest out-shopped by 
Umo locomotive Worksl. finally oul oltel over 
30 months 01 heavy repair. work hos lust stort
ed on a replacement flue sheel 10f the oldest 
Coss Shay, No. 5/buUt in 1905). Upcoming pro
jedS Include a new bailer lor Heisler No 6, ond 
-from ground up' renovation 01 C1!mox NO.9 . 

Todays shop was ploced into seNice during 
1976, lour years alter fire destroyed lhe 1923 
complex . The adjacent cor shop was ereded 
In 1973 10 meet Ihe InterIm repair needs. 

There's more 10 the Top Of The Morning Tour 
and 8ehind-/he-scenes Shop Tour. P.M. than 
lust on Interprela1ion or the shop: the sago of 
Iocomolive repair Is pan of a walking tour 
which Includes a look at the mlll ruIns and on 
array of motive power on the yard's dead tine 
Please refer to This Week AI Coss - available 
In brochure form at the depoltkkel office - fof 
lhe park's schedule. All supplementary pro
grams are offered free of charge. 

Cass Scenic Railroad State Part 
Cass, west V1rgfn/o 

_)0, .... 
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.\ oJ""'" h.""faO'" In a modorn wrapper The Coss Shops 

""a pooc:llC1d""" 'tCu ore asked 10 walch your slap and keep lobs on all small chlldren l 
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U ShOP Track No. 2 

Active Power 
..., MD. 2 1dn 3320, 11128). Peclie Coast Model - 96 tona" 
qt •• t the ~ PC bui. as • wood-bumer: logic Inllu: 
InC*! ill; c:onw""" 10 oil belore operation in British 
Cot W _ M.ayo lbf. Co. No. 4: then Lake LoggIng Co., 
lJIIl. No. 5. w...m For .. Indultriea No.5, and Railway 
'5; 5 iCW ~ (V8t1COUY«Whart, Ltd,) No.1l4; came 
to ~ In 1970 a'Id tT'IMIe itI debU1 during RaJllan Weekand 
W72; W- COfMifWd IOf coal buming in 1985. "''''4 (chi 31", 1m). 7o-tons' ; originally Birch Valley 
L..urwt:.r Co., TIOgIII (NiclId.ea County). No.5: involved In a 
~ wnct..tK:h ~ lour men 10 death in 1941 ' 
.... ~ ~ IWo y.ars later by Mower Lurrber eo.; 
• _ rwx odty the _logging Shay here, but also th.'lrat 
!'oed er9ne at 1M c... 'Scenic RR; In 1993 a thorough 
~_c:oI'I1lt'''d : wnhlhe reopening 01 track to Bald 
KtIGb, No. 4 " •• ty ......... the pu.her (h.lper) engln • . 

.... Il10 • • (eln 3364. 1845). lJma clua 150·3, ,upemeal· 
ed; .. iMl a'Id MCOnd "rgMt Shay bu~t; plana of 'C ... No. 
12' - WI hi cwtgIneI, 154-ton· 3-truck form - were used .. 
\oI.nWIoi. dMign: puled co.t on the Western Maryland'. 

Upper End Club 

Chaffee Branch lor only '8 lew years: displayed in Baltimore 
at the B&O Railroad Museum lor over 25 years before com
Ing here in 1980 (In a I~,"g·term trade lor Shay No.1 and 
Porter 0·4-oT No.714); In 1981. operated lor lhe lirsl time In 
28 yeara; used sparingly urnll service on lhe caas·Durbln 
Run (1984·85); extensive lhopplng removed It ftom the roa· 
ter lor lwo lull operating .-asonl; reassembled, Big 6 spent 
part of August on the upper Ihop ttack for linal painting. then 
returned to the main repalt lacUity for lettering, and thuslired 
up lor testing. then put back into service; 11 will run this lall, at 
least periodicaJly. on the Caaa-to-Whittaket turnarounds. 

Shopped Power 
Shey No.5 (e/n 1503. 1905). 80 lon,'; came to Casa new 
lor the Greenbrier & Elk River, Welt Virginia Spruce Lurrber 
eo:, railroad out 01 Case - the oldelt and longest operating 
Shay here; Ita cyllndelll were cracked In 1958 while serving 
lhe mllr. dry kiln planl as a steam 8Ource, thua was Inopera· 
ble when the State acquired the rellroad In 1962; after rapair, 
It was pUl into service thl'1Ht y.afl; later. No.5 I, out olser· 
vic. th is year for a flue sheet replacement: It wilt be baclc: In 
aelVice for the May Ral!!an Weekend. 

, Factc:wy deaignation. Engine weighed more In operaling condilion (coal, waler, tools, elc.). 

~}Od 

O.)d~ 10 IU9~.Jd..,;)l'\ so SJoe,,-( AuoUJ JOJ 
aNlIS 01 uo IUOM fiC61 ' S9fW ,,"0;1 '661H 1,11 UOIJ Ol __ .. _____ ... _ ....... . _J_'" ~ ... _. __ .. .. . " ........ 

The Dead Une 
TQdr(1 0Md 1M ndt _\No ~ r. 
11173 wUn ... \erI,.Q, 01 ItMI ~ ~ ~ 
upper WId 01 ~ Qf\.;n.I '1..0 tr.dI, (now UMd 
tor JIIIr1IllIQ n cunlol'l Ir.m.j __ Mow", 
Lu~(.dMd"'_"""f' MD. 12{tNo~ 
Shay ....... II) opelllli ~ _..., ... 
~ truck and t.m.r~), lind No. 13 t .. 
CIoO 15O-a1Iour.tNck.., .. lOr 1bauI1S 'I'" 

"""~-
In Ol'der from the ,10".., etJd 01 the &idi1g arr. 
HeI ..... No.. (cIn 1591, 19211). 110 W:m~ _ 01 
the t.rgetl unltl out-Ihopped by HeIIIw 01 EM, 
Pit.; OfIginelly HIVed Boaklria eo.! WId 0.,. 
Products 01 N.." BeIhIthwn, Pa., IMn ~ 
(WII 25 'I"'" In Grl.nbrler Ccu!ty .. MMdow 
RIver lumber No, 6; ceme h .... on ltl own 
power In 11166 andwentlnlo MMeI durinQ Bald 
Knob Inaugural Weekend (May 11168): out-ol· 
HIYIc, llnee June 1995; neldla nl. bdler. 

Sh.., No. H . (c/n2804,11J16) . 70 ton,"; blAh Jof 
en Alabama logging "'ltIpri .. ; spent about two 
~. In Wes' VI~ - nrtt wilt! RlltIIgI 
lumber Co. (Glen Morgan). IMn W.M. RIll., 
lumber Co. (Oxley and Maben): lnllK2, moved 
by RiII,rlo New AiY .... T'"" ..... ~ It"" 
hauled coal as Brimstone R.R. No. 36; cam. 
her. nln. yfl8tl ago; DKauM of tID Md 1Ige, 
likely to remain on 1M ~ lin. Ior.orne d!M_ 
Cllma No.1 (sin 1551, 111111).70 1OnI'; bull by 
ClImax LocomotIV. Worka, Cony, Pa., lor .... 
Moor.Keppel CO. (Randolph Counly) and IMt 
u,ed to pull ooeI on th. Mlddl. Forti" A.A.. ; 
arrived her. (11170) In ragg«l np.; 8 n .. bell.r found In Canada c:ombrl .. wIIh th. Ihop 
1orc.'.Ion~rumlng Intlfllt In t8ckNng ItU pto
Jeet to make the liture bllght.r than might be 
_peeted from Its de,.uct appearanc.; 1Iev«y
thing OOM well, II mey be on th. '* ~ 1~. 

SMy No. 7 (cJn 3131, 1920). 70 IoN' ; lirIt UMd 
by RaIne Lumber CO. at CIoYItIc* (Poc:atlof'l* 
County): In 11130, moved Ir:I '" RaIn. ,."y. 
Oreenbf1 ... Counly Job -~ RIwt umtJer 
CO.; '*'1' her. on 'It 0'II'I'I paMr In tM4 .-.d 
.. t.rae! NIVIc. thl Mx! YMr. ~ of a boIf. 
If plCblem, hun't nrt.n:e 11170. 
a./dwIn Rod Loco No. 112 (em 1IN58, tlN3). 
BuNI for Ih. U.S.AfTTl)' Tra'ItPOrtalion Cofp.-.d 
09'llIted .1 Fort Eu.tlt, V .... Ihe 'JotrnY D. 
Burrve.' untl, 11171: thl. 2-8-0 'Cor\IOIIdII1Ion' hal 
MVtr nrt h.,. _ u,,111 th. 1M(; IIood wHc:f1 
ended Durbin Auna. " __ Id-' ~ .. 
the_Itr "'1111 rout.'. lulUlll power. 
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~ ~,.. ;e Cass TO'Ml Walk's pop-
, ~Q grow The leason's guide. Philip 
~ .. tilt.,. Of rhe c.ss hlstOfY bug back in 

fir. _ MOCrId "* 10 Cle CSRA and has been 
~."".tr "'arl ruKY ever sJnce; his grasp 
_ ue ,..cry • bcxn nsoghItuf and enler1ain
II"Q 7 ... tcu ,~on personal research, w i th
~.. ...-c. \0 P"~ town walk presenlalions. 

.. _.....--- . 

Whittaker Camp No. 1 

New at Whittaker Stallan 

Despile losing operation on Ihe upper half of Ihe Coss Hill 
10 Januol'(s rlood, a memorable ride awaits you on the 
C5RR _ 10 Whillaker 51alion, site of Ihe new Whil1aker 
Comp No. I display. Rail equipment and slructures repre
senling various focels ofWesl Virginia logging can now be 
inspected during Ihe 20-minute slop. An interpretive tour 
is offered of camp cors and shanlies, dlesellooder, four· 
wheel log train caboose and portoble high-spor steam 
skidder. Whi1toker Camp No. 1 Is an on-going project 
which has involved thousands of volunteer hours by Ihe 
members of Mountain Slate Railroad & Logging Hislorica l 
Assocla lion, a non-profit orgonizallon based In Casso 

O\esellog loader al 
worlt near Alljean, 

Greenbrier County. 
in 1955 lor Ihe 
Meadow River 

Lumber Co . 

Pho)/O or 118rl18rd Kflrn 
Courtuy Eric Mundy. 

from'he MSRLH.4 
'993 G.llundllr 

Where History Comes i\ti~e\ 

This Week M Cass 

Free Supplementary Programs 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

September 23-29, 1996 
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Coss nlC Railroad ... Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state parI<. 

Get behind the scenes with ste am Explore an old lumber mill town 

Top Of Tho Morning Tour 
,"" F,. SAl Surl 

.,11-. aIfIXJI All Ihts 1$oflllnUtrt. ""1I/8wFllkmg 
II.V' I' $/'ti.:'ttntIW)~cb1 t mkldgolfmgwe', 
... "".., ttw ~, /fIenlElOl$ of IhIs \YOlk orc the 
MOIW sf'WXI cn:f steam kx:'omoIlYeS being prepared 
b ~_ .... ~ by Io1:ing a look 01 rhe lumber 

on NtgrOI port oI!he bigger picture - once one 
fJllfw SIP 's most prodl.ldMJ double bondsaw and 
pcrw'9 '.es os 'second boot' 10 Ihe togging 
«_<*n", prmory charge of furnishing pulpwood. 

yard ItseJf - osing lhe ready track's in-steam 
{:IOt>IfIT as ~ - we pause to discuss Ephraim 
Shot's bteok·lhroogh design for logging locomoHves. 
Mow'1g eniD lhe dead i ne, we look 01 a Heisler and 
o ~ lnen compare these geared designs with 
tfIiIO Shoys and 0 80Jdwin rod engine. 
#,'-QJ peeQ-1ginsldelhe (or shop, we enter a world of 
gecT1eod delighl No two days ore the some in our 
fTDI1 repair bdily; where atlentJon has turned to 
.bA06 lQ 0 Uue sheel in Shay 5. After watching 
sane repon, we InspecTlhe machining boy. 

Behind-tile-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 
1:50 - Saturday 

Meet 01 ,he depol for This 55-minuTe, 1-mile walking 
lOUr, wflich Is simflar To The morning progrom !see 
abo¥et, acept we WaTch Tne 1;00 train pass on Its 
reun to Cass, then pork. The program concludes 
...nh ample line for tnose riding the 3:00 train to 
board f!1e lOur is limited to 20 pork visiTors, so 
pieose 5ql up otthe depolticket office. 

AI The rime ol lhis 'compony phOTO' 
WI t92.3, Ihe second replacement! 
tumbermil1 romplex hod just been 
COITlIleted and was rvnnning two 
eeven·hour shifts six days a week. 

Bo!h photos co It-ls page from 
I.tJ99ing Sou' h Oleo' fhe HisIQryof 

the ~ Lontisby George Deike 

Cass Town Walk 
11 : 15 - Salurday 

' : ' 5' -Frl, Sun - 2: IS' -Sun 
5: 10' - Friday 

Meet on the Cass Country 
Store steps for a 45-minute. 
half-mile swing through the 
old company lawn. 

Coss was the headquorters 
and focus of one of Ihe largest 
lumbering operations in Ihe 
stole. lea rn about this isolot
ed Industriallown's history, view its prominenl struc
tures, and hear about what life was like here 80+ 
years ago during the boom period. 

• These lours coincide with the Coss Showcase pro
gram's conclusion and are thus sub/ect to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a lrain relurns lo le; kindly 
waif for your guide on fhe Coss Counlry Store porch. 

log Trains, Wood hicks & More 
6:50 - Saturday (Dinner Tra/n at· Whittaker Station) 

On regular runs, there's a lot to be soid about the log
gers' lifestyle and timbering practices that can" be 
squeezed into the short presentation at the new rai l
logging disploy 01 Whittaker Siotion. To close oul the 
Dinner Train season - and celebrate the rousing suc
cess of Whittaker Camp No.1 (see bock ponell- Philip 
Bogdon presents on ovel\liew of logging railroads, 
then turns the program over to Keith Norman for a 
leisurely, full-length interpretive walk. Before boarding 
the train, there will be a question and answer period. 

Greenbrier Siding Deadline Stroll 
2:50 - Salurday 

Meet at Ihe water lower, located up Ihe lracks 
from the parking lot, for this 30-minule, I-mile 
walk - a continuation of the Behind-rhe-scenes 
Locomotive Shop Tour, P.M. program. 

We walk up the former Chesapeake & Ohio Ry. 
Greenbrier Subdivision lor a look at an array 01 
non-logging rail equipment (including four ~rst
genera lion diesellocomotives and a steam wreck 
cfonellhot has sol on the old interchange/slalion 
siding for a decade, Along with some nice river
bonk scenery are reminders of the Greenbrier's 
floodstoge fury. 

There will be no programs on 
days the traIn does not operate 

Cass Interpretive Programming 
West Vlrglnlo Slote Parks hove rraarllanoltv offered 
excepllonol pl'ograms by seasonal noturoflsts The 
Cass Scenk Roll road ond lhe old mlllCMfl - Ns/ork 
subjects lhol they ore - call 10( 0 dillerenl spin Ptlip 
Bogdon Is CSRR Sl(Ile Pcf!(s 5eosonol HIsIor/on A 
devotee of Coss hfslOfY!Of OYer 30 years, PM has (on
Irtbu1ed his extensive research 10 seYel'oI pubkalloos 
and orchlves. In 1976. wh~e Inl~ewjng oId·ll~efS 
assodoledwllh the bygone roil.log9ng !!I'D. he reSIded 
In Coss and S@fVf!dasotraln(ommenIOlOt 
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'.ow In lis 5eVerCl year, the Cass Town Walk's pop· 
dartyCOfthues to grow. This season's guide. Philip 
e.gdon, was bitten by the Cass hislory bug back in 
1365 on hIS second visil to the CSRR and has been 
~nng myth from realily ever since; his grasp 
d lhe 'Irue tustory' is bolh insighllul and enlertain
If'IiJ The tour is based on personal research, with
out relerence 10 previous town walk plesenlalions. 

Statement 0 ' Policy R~arding thlt Equal Opportunity 
To Uu hcl1lUIIt and ParUclplle In Program. 
1fb II!. PCIIq oI lhe We5lVi"!iIh1o Di..-lslon 01 No/ural 

"~ce' 10 PfOYlde h Iadli1oes.. QCOOO'lI'I"IOdalions. services 
and IXPQrOtl'l!.lOoi persom wahou1 regard 10 sex. roce. 
(tIb,OQe.religbn. noIionol origin. or diSQblli ly Pfope!" 
~, 'eokIrOfionond tompUor.ce wrll) oll lclci rules 
and regJ.t:lUoflS me lhe only sources 01 reslrlc.lbns lor 

fodlly use 01 PfO!101n porlldpallon 
n-.. ... .fel.I ...... gInIo 0M!J0rJ 0/ /tolllfol ~e5OI.Mc6ls on 

eQVt)I tlppOIhmily emp\oyef -

Whit taker Camp No.1 

New al Whittaker SIal Ion 

Above: W;"lolr ChOD t Mountain log comp scene, c . 1950 
Balow: Dinner at a Mower Lumber Company camp. 

Despite losing operolion on the upper ha lf of the Cass Hill 
10 January 's flood lresumplion of service to Bold Knob is 
expected in October), there is still 0 memorable ride 
owoiling you on the CSRR - 10 Whiltoker Slolion, site 01 
the new Whittaker Camp No.1 display, Roi l equipment and 
slrudures representing various facets of West Virginia log
ging con now be inspecled dur ing the 2()..minule slop. An 
interpreter leads lours Mondoy through Fridoy of lhe 
camp cors and shanties, diesellooder, 4-...mee1 caboose 
ond steam-powered lidgerwood lower s k.idder. Whillak.er 
Comp No.1 is on on-going project which has involved 
l housonds 01 volunleer hours by members o f lhe 
Mounloin State Rai lroad & togging Historical Associalion, 
a non-prof il organizolion based In Coss . 

Diesel log l()IIdar at 
wo~ near Anjean, 

Graenbrier County, 
in 1955 for the 
Meadow River 

lumber Co. 

PtIoIo by Bem8rdKIII"n 
Courtesy Eric Murdy, 

I""" IhII MSRlHA 
1m Ca/endilt 

(ass: Where l1is\ory Comes Ali~e\ 

This Week M Cass 

Free Supplementary Programs 
of Cass Scenic Railroad Siale Park 

July 29 - August 4, 1996 

" 9 , , 

, , , 
n 

" 

, 
) 

,I 

, , 



.. 

.~ 

oM ... , .. 
"" of ., ... 
"" .... 

1 

• 
.~ ... 
"' .. 
~ 

• '" 

,.. '- _ ..... , , " .... " .... 
Coss Sc nic ai/rood .. Pork programs for a different kind of Wesl Virginia slale pork 

A.' behind .he scenes with steam Explore an old lumber mtll town 

TOp Of r""Mornlng Tour 
'I' • • • typt 1l.w.:t. Woo 

l'-' .,,,,,I/h$;"t).nWJUhl ' ,/1 1/111 .\7J/A'ing 
a" l. "1M ~ ~ dt'tl't "lind !;Cumg waf _ -W 

""'"' at.oJt Ifw (oss ~ lillI, once one of !he 
__ s r-.os! proclId''9 double bondsaw and planing 

os'SlKond boo,' to rhe logging opera
tan" ~ (togl> oI..""lIShing spruce pulpwood. 
~ 10 rile pd, W'EI .... 'OICh Shoys being pre
"'"" and 6Scus:s Iheir fascinating design. Moving 

Ia 1M d!od Ine. mil look or a Heisler and Climax 
IIOCCr.'1CJf tMn compare these geared engines 
... Me Sh¥: and a rod engine. 
A.'. peaking Inside rhe cor shop. we enter a world of 
geo "lSOd deIghL No two days ore the some inside 
CU' I""Or1 n!p(W IocIity 
~(. 162·m monster Shay, ' Big 6- lex-Western 
Ma pbKt is ~going final assembly after heavy 
shc:JppIng- Besides pausing 10 welch the work on No. 
6, ..... 'l!' in5pet1 origi/'lOl (ass Shay. No. 5, and the 
sfmp"s mochWng boy. 
"'EWhg 'he dcr(s active CSRR power come to life and 
SW-~ Ihe yad rounds ou l the lour. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 
1:45 - Mon, Thurs 

FOf those unable 10 'early·bird-it' [see obove), Ihis 
55-mnuIe wolk is a repeat program, except there 
o:e tv) sreomin', smokin' $hays, The tour is limited to 
l S pcrlvlsik>rs, so please sign up otthe ticket office. 

AI the lime of this 'company 
photo' In 192J, the setOnd Coss 
1I.mbe' milt Ideckfedly high
lech lor irs erol hod IIISI been 
~lered and was operOling 
n hcus doily except Sundoy. 

Cass Town Walk 
t : 10'- 5 1111, Frl, Sli t 

3: 10' - Salurday 
5:05 ' - 5 1111, Man, Thurs, Fri 

Meel Oll lhe Cass Counlry Slore sleps for Ihis enler
tailling 3D-minute, half-miff] swillg Illrough Ihe old 
company town - buill between 1902 and 1908 , 

Cass was the headquarters and focus of one of the 
largest lumbering opera lions in the slole. learn about 
this isolated industrial lown's history, YlfNI its promi
nent slruclures. and hear about what life was like here 
80+ yems ago. A tour brochure is provided for supple
mentary Information oboul Old Cass and the park's 
on-going rennovalion of the former company town. 

- These tours coincide with Ihe Cass Showcase pro
gram's conclusion and are Ihus subiecl 10 a 5-10 
mlnule delay whenever a train relurns lole; kindly 
wait for )"tIur guide on Ihe Coss Country s/ore porch. 

log Trains, WoodhJcks & More 
7:00 p.m. - Friday 

Meet on porch of the Cass Counlry Store for this 
45-minute presentation concluding with a question
and·answer time. Featured guest is Keith Norman, 
Whittaker Camp NO. 7'S interpreter. Philip Bagdon 
opens the program with an overview of the once
immense Cass rail-logging operation. 

There's a lotIo be said aboulthe loggers' lifestyle and 
timbering practices that can't be squeezed into the 
shari walk-through presentation allhe new Whittaker 
Camp No.1 display, so join us for lhe rest o f the slory. 

South end 01 Uplown; Moin SlIeel, 1908 

Senior CItizens and Disabled Persons' 
Van Tour 

3:45' - Sunday and Saturday 

For those unable to endure 0 half-mile walk. this 20-
minute motoring version afthe town tour is limlted to 
14 visitors. Reservations mustbe ploced at the depot 
ticket ollice by 3:30. Departure is hom the fool of Ihe 
Coss Counlry Store steps. 

• Please note tho/the CSRR S/o/e Pork vehicle is not 
equipped wllh a hondicop lift. 

There will be no programs on 
Tuesday ond Wednesdoy, July 30-31 

Cass Interpretive Programming 
'Nest VirginIa Parks have tradiliooally offered 
exceplionol programs by seosoool nolurolisls. 
The Cass ScenIc Railroad and the old mill lO'Ml 
histOfic subjects thot lhey ore - call IOf a different 
spin. Philip Bogdon is CSRR Slole Pork's5eo$Onol 
Historion. A devotee of Coss histOfY for over 30 
years, Phil has contributed his extensive 
research 10 severol publications and o/Chives In 
1976. while interviewing old-timers associated 
with the logging and railroad era, he resided in 
Coss and selved as a CSRR lroin commenlator 
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Camp Shanty Display 
I 

III 1946 on 
W.51 VIrgInIa and AegKinaI Hi510ry eonGelion 

We51 Vi/(1nie Univll~ly lib/til)' 

Strucrures utilized during both eras of Casso 
re(ated logging camps (stationary and move· 
able). woods camp shanties served a variety 
01 uses. Originally, 2-story structures housed 
the wood crews, while small shanties - l ike 
those above - housed skilled workers. 

Introduction of camp trains ended the use 01 
bunk houses, but the use of small shanties to 
house skilled workers - such as the filer (who 
kept the saws and axes sharp) - continued 
until the miU's closure in June 1960. 

References 
FUfther investigation of Cass rail-logging and West 
V,gnia kllTtlering in general is available via the fol
lowing plbficalions on sate al oullets adjacent 10 the 
CSRRdepot: 

On Beyond Leafherbark: The Cass Saga 
by Roy B. Clarkson: McClain Publishing Co .. 

Parsons: 2nd printing, t994 
Logging South Cheat: The History of the Snowshoe 
Lsnds by George Deike, Cass; 2nd printing, 1993 
West Virginia Logging Railroads by Bill Warden' 

TLC Publishing Co., lynchburg, Va .. 1993 ' 
TUfTl(Jlt On The Mountains: Lumbering in West 

Vif~nla~ ''!O-I920 by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain 
Publishmg Co., Parsons; 9th prinling, 1992 

T~fI L.Ofl Train. ~o.unt,ajn State Railroad & logging 
':!JStoncal Assoclallon s quarterly journal has pub· 
hshed. a vast artay of material lor over 12 years. 
Back I .. uet ate handled by Country Crall Junction. 

Aerial Log Skidding 

In!reduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Co" 'portable high sleel spar' (tower) 
skidders initially reached timber that was inaccessible 
10 horse learns due to terrain and/or distance. Five 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired between 
1922 and 1928. Skidding became the primary means 
of moving logs to rail loading sites alter Mower 
Lumber acquired the operation in 1942. The final 'skid
der set' was located at Old Spruce. alter depleting lim
ber atop Bald Knob in June 1960. 

Tower skidders were used by several 01 the larger 
West Virginia ra il-logging enterprises . Although all 
remaining 'Cass skidders' were scrapped in lale 1960 
and early 1961, the State Park is blessed with a Iruly 
beefy example - buill by Meadow River lumber from 
'slock pans' in 1944 and donated by that company's 
successor, Georgia·Pacitic Corporation , in 1972. 

RIgging 10 br~ n logs 

51ddder 01 log Iondlng 

In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a 'tr~ 01 logs' is en 
route to the railroad landing Irom the tail tree_ Meadow 
River No.1. the display's skidder, was capable of bringing 
in logs at a minimum of 50 leet off the ground from up 10 
3.000 feet away. 

From Loggng South Chest The History 
of the Srlowshoe Lands by George Deike 

(ass: Where I-\is\or~ Comes r>li~e\ 

Whittaker Cam? NO .1 

, 

Anieen. c. "';5 ·· ;" 
9in9 equipment at 

Photo by Bernat1.l J .Kern, MSRlI·IA \993 

,'. 

Whltlaker Camp No.1, new lor 1996, (ompll· 
menls your memorable steam·powered ride 
O\Ief a lormer logging railroad wHh a glimpse 
into the heart 01 the moiler - Ihe high-volume 
timberIng which spawned the Immense rail 
operalion \01 il s peak more Ihan 130 miles 01 
malnllne and woods spur trad:.l . 

This display offers nol only a look 0\ roll-log· 
ging equIpment bul also relates lhe roullne 
workaday lIves of Ihose stalwart men who 
labored in the woods and thus mode \Nest 
Virginio's tLmulluous lumbering era possible. 

AA Interpretive commentary Is offered live 
days a week; at other times, CSRR possen· 
gers are Invited 10 explore Camp No. 1 Inde-
pendently via interpretive signs whkh offer on 
overvieW of life in the woods and lechniques 
for bringing In Sl1N logs. 

Cass Scenic Railroad State Pork 
Cass, Wes1 VIrginia 

--,~---- ~~------~~~~~==~====--------- - '~t"J""VItrI1 orl1iTsifowsnoeTlillOS OJ _~ 



(olin Ih r lumb ring heri tage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901-1960 

--
The '0 .... ' ·.'0 camp 'ralns 

., -en If'Ul lID)«ItS of occvpying rwo. 
...-, ~~ rugged WoodhIcks' work-
~ 0I't Cass lOb b.nd rhemselve.s adopting to 0 

tr- r:lIXLO""'IOdaDoIIS. Soon ofler Mower 
~ 00ugN <lUI rhe (ass operetion, 

~ -,.. new generof rnonoger - instituted 
CD"':'O I'OInS 10 ru expenses. Weber come from 
4Wldcw Lur1"OI!r Company, based in Rainelle, 
6_0. Cortrt. w"IEn this housing practice had 
~ n th& earty 1930s. 

n- Cess Sh::Ip COli. ileilced lM')ri(on lhe camp sets in 
de~. 0 "" of J7 cors W'efe constructed from 
.aggnp bDa. MaoNa camp trains consisted of 3-
.,... b..nI::on. a Iobbry COf, dining car ond kilchen cor. 
8e~ 9~5 and 1958, ,here were fwo comps in 
ooe ..... t '''IeQ. lor !he Iosl two years of rail-logging, 
f'oe'e ~ one moYeObE grouping. 

i;e lOS cngnaf camp cor, No. 419, now a combined 
\:xD;'1b.ri. rendemg. is joined byo facsimile crealed 
I'J ~ tisPoted os a combined kitchen/dining cor. 

<:ass Scenic I(alt" .. , .... 

In brlel: Th .. Whittaker camp No.1 Display 

9 
10 f I. RepresenlaliveShanty 

2, Rler's Shanty 

V~IO~ Camp 110.1 Is. an 
~ortg Pfotea wtKh -
~ grOflls one! geneous \ 

privo1e linonclol SlJP\)OfI_ 
005 Involved lhoos.ooca 01 

voIunl,*, hours bot merri:leI's 
0I1he COs .... based MouNoin 

Slole Railroad & logging 

3. SUrveyorlCruisersShonly 

4. Kitchen/Dining Car 

S. Lobby/Bunk Car HistOl'lco1 As5ociaIiOfl . 

6. Diesel Log Loader and 
Skeleton Sleel Log Cor 

II1!erprelNe servkes 018 
provided in olntlelion wl1h 
1he West ¥lIgna University 

Depanmeot 01 Hislor(s Public. Parked scenic 
railroad Irain 

7. Standard Steel Log Flo tcor 

8. Four-wheel Logging 
Caboose 

HislOI'y Progrom. 

9. lidgerwood Skidder FOf infofloollof\ obouI 
Mountain 5Io1e Ro1rood & 
logging Historical Assoc., 
please wrile P.O. Box 89, 

10. Future Cool Tender 

Coss, WV 24927. 

Rail Equipment Roster 
/(jlchenl Dining Cor 141. Buill from one of the remaining 
Cass logging flolcors, Ihis is on adaptation of the kitchen 
and dining cars of Mower Lumber Co. camp trains. 

Camp Car No. 419 lSi. A former West Virginia Pulp Be 
Paper Co. logging flol fabricated into a bunk cor by 
Mower Lumber Ca:s Coss shop in early 1945, No. 419 was 
port of the lasl camp train In 1960. Its side door was 
added in 1969 ...mile serving as CSRR's 'sand house: 

Diesel Log Loader 1601. Built in 1939 by Meadow River 
lumber Co.'s shop in Rainelle, this lorge, powerful 'long 
!Tee' device was oclive until 1970; it come to Coss In 1972. 

Skeleton Steel Log Cor (6bJ. One of 24 such cars donaled 
to CSRR in 1972, Meadow River Lumber '8-12' now carries 
the log looder. Many of the current excursion cars were 
built from these MRlbrCo steel skeleton log cars. 

Standard Steel Logging Flatcar 171. This 40-1001 flol. used 
by Elk River Cool & Lumber and its successors, was one of 
several cars donated by Georgio,PocificCorp. ln 1967. For 
oboul "","0 decodes it served as a Bold Knob all-weother 
cor belore being retired due to a bod axle. 

Four-wheel Caboose 18J. This 'bobber' rode the rear 01 
log trains out of SWondale (day Counly). where lis lost 
owner, Georgia-Pacific Corp., was preceded by W.M. 
Riller l umber and Elk River Cool & wmber companies. 
Built in the 1880s and believed 10 be of Cool & Coke or 
Boltimare & Ohio ancestry, it was donated In 1964. 

Lidgerwood 5kJdder 191. Home-buill by the Rainelle shop 
from lidgerwood ports in 1944, Meadow River wmber Co. 
No.l's service ended when II foiled boiler inspection in 
1966; il come to Cass six years later. Double-heading 
Shoys brought the Udgerwood 10 Whllloker In 1993, con
siderable work remains, including raising Ihe lower. 

5kidder Tender (101. A represenlative cool-supply car foI 
lhe skidder is slaled 10 be instolled here In the near fUlvre. 

Wood Logging Flatcar. There were over 200 oI lhese 40-
foot flats used at Cass by West Virginia ~ & Paper dur
ing the lumbering heyday. Pori of Ihe original CSRR excur· 
sion lrain and the onfy extont 'native' log cor, Il ls current
ly spoiled on the old company store siding lead in Cass 
awaiting restoration by MSR&I..HA volunteers. 
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The late, great otd shop 

file frsl shop - built in 1901 - was single-Irock and 
capable of servicing two locomotives simultaneously. 
twos replaced in early 1923 by a significantly-larger 

set of connected structures. To CSRR-ero roilfans, 
ShopNo 2 was akin 10 0 lime machine in terms of ils 
a.-erheod befl-driven machinery. 
A major fodor in replacing the 1901 shop was Wesl 
VTgnic Pulp & Papers CO:5 ordering of a monster 
Class C Shay 1154 Ions as buill by Umo Locomotive 
War,s - tostered as No. 12); apparently clearance 
resfridloos prohibited occess. II was 100 big 10 IiI. 

II is certain thot the 1922 bloze, which leveled the 
bond saw and planing mills, significantly delayed 
compleflOn of the new shop and foundry/pallern 
house complex.. By the lime work resumed. the first of 
numerous rOYo'er sladders hod been acquired; thus. 
as completed. the north boy's upper end sported a 
PCIIr of hlJge doors to accommodate these laU steam
pay/eled logging devices. 

The 'SO-yeor shop' was built of lhe some surplus 
World Wor I corrugoled sheel melal from Fort Meade 
Wid used for lhe 1921 mill boiler house and a n~ 
hoy/groin storage facUhy Uodoy's C05S Showcase). 

Ruins of the big Cass Mill 

Brick fire wall remains 

This i I 

complex il~;~:fit;,~t:~J.;~.~~:~.~f!~;t~;'(~~:; floor-ing storage iI II visible 
on the right i 10 the tracks. 
First of the of the planing 
mill (at right), 

page: I' 

Shown above is the 'long side' of the double bandsaw 
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran 
back and forth on its 'shotgun feed' (left foreground), 
with the band saw itseH formerly situated in middle 
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982; four 
years earlier the planing mill and flooring storage build
ings went up in smoke. 

Phil Bagdon, CSRR Stale Park's Seasonal Historian 
and 32-year veteran of the Cass Experience, had big 
fun while exploring and photographing the mill com
plex between t974 and 1976. looking back somewhal 
in horror, he is thankful not have 'bought the farm' by 
falling through a soft, rotted lIoor. 

Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity 
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs 

1' 15 the polky of the West Virginia Division 01 Nalural 
Resources 10 prcMde its ladifies, accanmodalions, 

5efVlces and programs 10 011 persons w~hout regard to 
5el(, fOce. color, age. religion. notloncl orlgln. or dlsabilly. 
Proper licenses. regislroUon and ampllon:e with olflclol 
rules and regulotloos are the only sources of reslric:IJons 

for facility use Of program jXlrfldpotlon. 
The West Virg!nio OMsial of t-Iotural Resoon:es 

Is on equal opportunity employer: 

Cass ShOp & t'fIore 
lop at lhe Morning lour 

Behind-the-scenes Shop lour P.M. 

Locomotive repoir and maintenance requirements 
lor a steom fOHrood call for nol only a well
equipped focilily but also on experienced shop 
slall, The Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed with both. 

Throughoul the year there is activity hele ~ during 
the all season, road crew personnel - conductOls, 
engineers and firemen - ioin the regular shop 
employees to comprise a 14-man work force 

Presently, lormer Weslern Morylond No.6 (CSRR's 
Big Six.!. the losl Shay built and second largest oul
shopped by limo locomolive Works of limo, Ohio, 
is undergoing flnal reassembly. 

Upcoming proiect s indude: 0 replacement nue 
sheet lor original Cass Shay No 5 [buill in 1905 and 
currenlly on Shop Trock No. 'II; oil-1o-cool grole 
conversion 01 ex-Feather River Shay No 3 (pur
chase agreement was recenl1y announced, ship
menl from California pending); a new boIler lor 
Heisler No. 6; and top-to-boHom renovotion of ex
Moore Keppel Lumber Co. Climax No.6. 

Today's shop was placed inlo service during 1976. 
four years aher fire destroyed the 1923 complex 
The adjocenl car shop was erected In 197310 meet 
the interim repolr needs, 

There's more 10 lhe Top of the Morning Tour ond 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour. P.M thon on Inler
prelalion of the shop: the sago of locornollve repair 
is port of 0 walking lour whIch Ind~des a look 01 
the mill ruins and on array of mollVe power and 
rolling slock on the vord's dead line. 

Please refer 10 This Week At Cass lovailoble In 
brochure form allhe depollfckel officel for lhe five
dav-a-week schedule. All supplementary pro
grams ore offered free of charge. 

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 
Cass, Wesl VIrginia 
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Coss Scent 
ai/rood ... Pork programs for a different kind of West Virginia slate park 

grand h.rltagQ In a modern wrapper : The Cass Shop 

........ asked 10 wolch your slep and keep labs on all small children! 
• r.:st1Spn:KiKOO I~ I\AI or 

CSRR Mainline 

. , Machining Boy: [ 1 ~ j : , , , , 
Lathes. wheellothe, drill presses, 
shoper, rodlal a rm drilt hacksaw, 

milling machine, etc. I 

What's 
In 

the 
Shop 

, 
5O-foo eve/head clone ' 

_____ _ ____________________ _ J 

/ Shay 'Big 6' 

a shOp frock No. 1 tl 

I ---==== ___ ~~haYNO. 5 Shop Track No. 2 

~ 10-100 overhead ' fone 

Active Power 

Shay No. 2 (dn 3320, 1928). lima Pacific Coast model - 96 
ux.- S!4"!mealed: the only PC buill as a wood-burner: logic 
""klenced its conversion to oil before operation in British 
CoUTixa as Mayo Lbr. Co. No.4: then Lake logging Co. , 
l1d. No. 5, Western Forest Industries No.5, and Railway 
A(Jpiarces Research (Vancouver Wharfs ltd.) No.114: came 
10 Cass in 1970 and made its operational debut at Railfan 
Vimend 1972: grates converled lor coal in 1985. 

Shay No.4 (c/n 3189.1922). 70-lons'; originally Birch Valley 
Lbr. Co .. Tioga (Nicholas County), No.5; involved in a run
away which killed lour; came 10 Cass in 1943 as Mower Lbr. 
Co. No.4 and was nol only Ihe last logging Shay but also Ihe 
lirst road engine olthe Cass Scenic A.A.; in 1993 a thorough 
shopping was completed; with the track to Bald Knob 
expected to reopened in October, No.4 will serve as the 
pusher (helper) engine. 

Shopped Power 

Shey No. 6 (eln 3354, 1945). Lima class 150-3, superheat- roster for two futl operating seasons; due back on Ihe road, 
ed, the last and second largest Shay built; plans of 'Cass No. working the Cass-Whittaker turnarounds, in September. 
12' -., rts original. 154-ton" 3-truck lorm - were used as Shay No.5 (c/n 1503, 1905). 80 Ions'; came to Cass new 
foundabonal design; pulled coal on the Western Maryland's for Ihe Greenbrier & Elk River A.A., W.Va Spruce lbr. Co:s 
Chaffee Branch lor only a few years; displayed in Baltimore railroad out of Gass - the oldesl and longest operating Shay 
at the 8&0 Railroad Museum lor over 25 years before com- here; its cylinders were cracked in 1958 while serving Ihe 
log here in 1980 (in a Iong·term trade for Shay No.1 and Gass mill's dry kiln plant as a steam source, thus was inop
POtter 0-4-01 No. 714); in 1981, oper.aled for Ihe firSllime in erable when the State acquired the railroad in 1962; aller 
28 yeata: used sparingly until service on I he Gass·Durbin repair. it was placed in service during 1965; Ilue sheets are 
Run (1984-85): extensive shopping has removed it from the due lor replacement during the upcoming off-season. 

" Factory designation. Engine weighed more in operating condition (coal, water. tools. etc.). 

lhe Dead Une 
TQday's dead tine tlack cain!! II1to eXlSumce 
In \973 when the coaling siding was elttend. 
ed. The upper end 01 the Irack. now used tor 
parking excursion Irains was Mower Lumber 
Co:s dead line. where prior 10 scrapping. No. 
\ 2. the largest Shay ever to operate lin 1933 
converted to a fOUl-truck - 'Class O' - model 
weighing 197 tons), and No. 13 l an ex-C&O 
ISO-ton lour-trucker) sat lOT about 15 years. 

In order from the lower end of the sidln9 are; 

Heister No. 6 (cln 1591.1929). 90 Ions·; one 01 
the largest units out·shopped by HeIsler 0\ Ene. 
Pa.; originally served Hog Hollow 11e Co. 01 
New Bethlehem. Pa., then spent over 25 years 
in Greenbrier County worlling as Meadow River 
LOr. Co. No.6; came to Can under lis own 
powel In 1966 and debuted on the CSRR In May 
1966; a boiler that lalled Inspection places II oul· 
ol-servlce un1i11996. 

Shay No. 36. (c/n 2804, 1916). 70 tons'; nIsi 
operated by an Alabama logger. then spent 
many years In West Virginia - ftrst with Raleigh 
LOr. Co. (Glen MOIgan). then W.M. Ritter lbr. 
Co. (O)(ley and Maben); In 1942. moved by 
Ritter to Tennessee where 11 later hauled coal as 
Bnmstone R.R. No. 36; came In POOl condition 
to Cass nine years ago; because 01 lis size end 
age. likely to remain on Ihe dead nne fOI years. 

Climax No. 9 (sfn 1551.1919). 70 Ions"; built by 
Climax Locomotive Works of Corry. Pa. lor 
Randolph County's Moore Keppel Lumber Co. 
as its NO.6 and lasl used to move coal on Ihe 
Middle FOlk Railroad; came 10 Cess (t970) In 
ragged shape and subsequently caught In the 
shop fire; a boiler lound In Canada combines 
with Ihe shop lorce's long-runnIng Interest In 
Iack1lng this pfOlect combine to makes Its luture 
brighter than might be expected; 11 all goes well , 
It is expected to be on the load by 1998. 

Shay No. 7 (c/o 3131. 1920). 70 tons'; IIrst used 
by Raine Lbr. Co. at Cloverllck (Pocahonlas 
County), then durlng an extended pellod oper
ated by Meadow River lbr. Co.; came to Cess 
on its own power in 1964 and entered servlcl 
the next year, hasn't run since 1972. 

Baldwin 2-8-0 Rod Loco No. 612 (c/n 69858. 
'943). Built for the U.S. Arrrr/ Transportation 
Corp and opelated at Fort Eustis, Virginia unll! 
1971, when it came to Cass; this 'Consollda\lon 
has never run here (until the 1985 .fIood which 
ended Cass·Durbin Runs. was considered Ideal 
as the water level route's luture power)_ 
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s;::::,:~'.=:wJ Wnng borh eras 01 Cass-
" Q!"!"PS (stabonaly and move-. 

CSfI'1) shanOes S8fVed a variety 
CI .. J 2-sJOfy structures housed 

MXId awws. whie sma. shanties - like 
I/IJt:Nft - noused skIIed workers. 

,...,1CIIOn 01 camp uans ended the use 01 
• ~. but the use 01 small shanties 10 

• ...k! WOtkets - such as rhe riler (who 
• ..,.. .. saws aM axes sharp) - continued 

,. s dosure 10 June 1960. 

References 
~ _?l!JQn 01 Cass raJ.loggfng and West 
• "9"N ~ Ia QeMf31 is aVallable via the 101-
~~11"""""'''''''' cnaaleal collets adjacent to the 
C 0000I-

as, 8Iyrxtd L..,t~rbwk; The Cass Saga 
by F\:1r e Oivbon; McClain Publishing Co., 

P-.ona. 2nd pnntmg. 1994 

LCSJPIl"SI 5cUh 0Ie~ The HiS/ory of /he Snowshoe 
LMIdI by George Od:e. Cas.; 2nd printing. 1993 

1\'~it: LDggng Railroads by Bill Warden; 
~ Co., lynchburg, Va., 1993 

Turrt,lIOn The Mountakl. ' wmbsring in West 
V,..,,... '"(1-1920 by Roy 8, Clarkson: McClain 
Pu~ Co , ParlOnl; 9th printing, 1992 

T". tog T,.~ Moum,m Stale Rail road & Logging 
HIstora AMoQalion'. quanerly Journal has pub
iI5hed • vatl AIr • .,. 01 malerial for over 12 years. 
8aei! tMI.IU ar. handled by Country Crall Junction. 

High-line Aeria l Skidding 

dor' to operate In the 
east 01 Anjoan In June 1956. Ti;:;::;·~;:;:!~::~::i~~~ 
coa l lender and the company's ( 
Is sponed lor luel resupply. 

Pholo by Wnlly Johnson, MSA&LHA 1993 Calendar 

Introduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Papsr Co., 'portable high stesl spar' (tower) 
skidders initially reached limber thai was inaccessible 
to horse learns (due to lerrain and lor distance) , Five 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired by 
WVP&PCo between 1922 and 1928. Skidding became 
the primary means of moving logs to rail loading sites 
after Mower lumber acquired the operation in 1942. 
The final 'set' was located at Old Spruce, after deplet
ing timber atop Bald Knob in June 1960 . 

Tower skidders were used by several of the larger 
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although all 
remaining 'Cass skidders' were scrapped in late 1960 
and early 1961, the Siale Park is blessed w ith a lruly 
beefy example - built by Meadow River Lumber from 
'slock parts' in 1944 and donated by thai company's 
successor, Georgia-Pacilic CorporatIOn, in 1972. 

Rigging 10 bring ., logs 

_
__ ""._- Mulllple logs alloched 

$kidder at log landing 10 choker chains 

In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a 'trip of logs' is en 
route to the railroad landing from the lail tree. Meadow 
River No. I, the display's skidder, was capable of bringing 
in logs at a minimum of 50 feel off the ground from up 10 
3,000 feel away. 

From Logging South Choat: The His/Dry 
ol/he Snowshoe Lands by George Deike 

Cass: Where Hislor~ Comes Ali~e\ 

Whittaker Camp No.1 

Born8!d J.Kern. 

Whittaker Camp NO.1, new for 1996, compli
ments your memorable steam-powered ride 
over a former logging railroad with a glimpse 
into the heart of the matter - the high-volume 
limbering which spawned Ihe once-immense 
rail operation lot its peak more than 130 miles 
of mainline and woods spur trockl. 
This display offers not only a look at roil-log
ging equipment. but also relates the rounne 
workaday lives of those stalwart men who 
labored in the woods and thus made West 
Virginia's tumultuous lumbering era possible . 

An Interpretive commentary is offered five 
days a week; at other times, C5RR passen
gers are invited to explore Camp No. 1lnde
pendenlly via interpretIve signs which offer on 
overview of life in the woods and techniques 
for bringing in saw logs . 

Cass Scenic Railroad Slale Park 
Cass, West Virginia 

for a different kind of West VIrginia state n ...... ",. 



rallng Ih 9 Y or lumb ring heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901 - 1960 

The foft ...... ra camp trains 

scene. c. 1950. 
o.ike COIl&cbon 

*' 1. _ men,han 40 ~rs of occupying two
.. ~ bn.+oa~t!f$, rugged 'Woodhtcks' work
'9 on Cess rob bund lhemselves adopting to a 

..""., d accommodations. Soon afler Mower 
hI'!'tIW ~ boughl 001 the Cass operation, 
~ .' • .0. - ' 'M! new general manager - instiluled 
.:r.o aor:ans 10 CUI expenses. Weber come from 
~ '\18' lJJmbet Company. based in Rainelle, 
Gwo b .. County. where this housing proclice hod 
~ ndVed Illhe early 19305. 
n.Cossshopcomnenced work on the camp sets in 
Il:te 1~44 0..,,01 7 COl'S were constructed from for
!!'!if Ioggng lkD::ors IkJwef ccmp troins consisted of 
). 11>-% b..Int cars. 0 lobby car, dining car and kitchen 
fer ~ 1945 ond 1958, there were two camps 
" t4*'u'u .. ; rhen. bt the /osl two years of roil-Iog
?t"9. ' 'lEo''e remr:med one moveable grouping. 

me lost O"rgtlaJ camp car, No. 419, now a combined 
iODbyJb..n; tendering, joins a facsimile created in 
980 and dispJayed as a combined kitchen/dining cor. 

01 a tltoNel (ornp, c. 
PhU Bagdon CoIlec;1kln 

In brief: The Whittaker camp No. 1 Display 

I. Representative Shanry 
2 Filer's Shanty 

Whillaker Camp No 1 15 on 
on-g~ project ~h

be!Jdes Q10nls and gef\efDUS 
pr\vale Ilnon(ioL 5tJppGll_ 
has invol'ledltmusoods 01 

'Io!unle!?l' hQUl's by lTM:!mbe!s 
of!he Cass-bosed Mountain 

Slole RollfOOd II. logging 

3. Surveyor/Cruiser's Shanty 
4. Kitchen/Dining Car 

5. Lobby/Bunk Cor HlslorlUll Associollon. 

6. Diesel Log Loader and 
Skeleton Sleel Log Cor 

IntelflJelive 5el'llces Ole \ 
pra.ided., alfiLlallon wilh 

Parked scenic 
7. Standard Steel Lag Flatcar 

8. Four-wheel Logging 
Caboose 

Ihe Wes! Virginia UnivelSLty 
Deporlment of History's PobH(. 

History Program. 

9. Lidgerwood 5kidder 
/0. Future Coal Tender 

Far Information aboul 
Mountain Slate RaDrood I!. \ 
togging HistOflcol Assoc., 
please wlile P.O. Box 89, 

Casso WV 24927. 

Rail Equipment Roster 
KitchenlDining Cor (41. Built from one 01 the remaining 
Coss logging liolcors. this is on adaptation ollhe kitchen 
and dining cors of Mower lumber Co. camp trains. 

Camp Cor No. 419 151. A lormer West Virginia Pulp & 
Poper Co. logging flal fabricated inlo a bunk cor by 
Mower lumber Co:s Cass shop in early 1945, No. 419 wos 
POri of the fosl camp Irain In 1960. lis side door was 
added in 1969 while serving as CSRR's 'sand house: 

Diesel Log Loader (601. Buill in 1939 by Meadow River 
lumber Co:s shop in Rainelle, Ihis large, powerful 'long 
tree' device was active unli11970; il come to Cossin 1972_ 

Skeleton Steel Log Car 16bl. One of 24 such cars donated 
to CSRR in 1972, Meadow River lumber 'B-12' now carries 
Ihe log toader. Many of the curren I excursion cars were 
built from Ihese MRLbrCo sleel skelelon log cars. 

Standard Steel Logging Flo/cor (71. This 40-1001 flol, used 
by Elk Rr,.er Coal & lumber and ils successors, wos one of 
several cars dona ted by Georgia-Pacific Corp. in 1967. For 
aboultwo decodes it served as a Bold Knob alJ-vveother 
cor before being retired due to a bad axle. 

Four-wheel Caboose 181. This 'bobber' rode the leor 01 
log Irains out 01 Swandale IClay County). where lis las1 
owner. Georgia-Pacilic Corp., was preceded by W.M. 
Riller lumber and Elk Rr,.er Cool lie lumber companies 
Built In the 18805 and believed 10 be 01 Coal & Coke 01 
Baltimore & Ohio ancestry, n was doooled in 1964. 

Lidgerwood 5kidder 191. Home-buill by lhe Rainelle shop 
hom lidgerwood parts In 1944, Meadow Rivel lumber Co 
No. l's service ended when illoiled boiler Inspeclion In 
1966; II come 10 Cass six years later. Double-heading 
Stlays brOllghllhe Udgerwood to Whilloker in 1993, con
siderable work remains, including raising Ihe lower 

Skidder Tender (l0). A representative cool·supply car lot 
lhe skldder Is slaled to be Inslalled here In lhe near luture 

Wood Logging Flolcor. There were over 200 of Ihese 40-
looiliois used 01 Cass by West Vlrginla Pulp & Peper dOl
ing lhe lumbering heyday. Pori ollhe original CSRR excur
sion train and Ihe only extont 'nallve' log car, II is cUllent· 
Iy spoiled on the old company store siding lead In Coss 
awaiting resloralion by MSR&LHA volunteers 

Solely First Is proc1ked here- You a 
. re asked to walch yOur step and keep labs on all small childrenl 

The o.od Une 
'~~r"~··' .~~ . .'~.,,~ ~ ~""'~',~~~ 

Iiams 
lIe Park 

96 
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' •• on 'IS~" )'At,lhe Cass Town Walk's pop
lIr!yCO"!'I'W.IeIIIQ9'ow Thts seasorls guide. Philip 
~ was ~ . by lhe Cass history bug back in 
'iI65 Gr'I M MCOnd ""'10 the CSRR and has been 
~~o; myti'l from reaity ever SInce; his grasp 
rJ. l'" "'rA fw;oty' is both mighlful and entertain
~ The n. 0' based on personal research, Ylilh· 
OUT 're-~'1C.8 10 prl!W:lUS ''''Nfl walk presentalions . 

Whittaker Camp No.1 

New at Whittaker Station 

Despil e losing opero~on on Ihe upper half of lhe Cass Hili 
10 Jonuary's flood (resumplion of service to Bold Knob is 
expected in October!. Ihere is still a memorable ride 
awaiting you on the CSRR - to Whilloker 5tolion, sile of 
lhe new Whittaker Camp No. 1 display. Rail equipment 
and structures representing various focets 01 V'Jesl Virginia 
logging can now be inspeded during the 20-minule slop. 
An inlerpreler leads lours Mondoy through Friday 01 the 
camp cors and shanties, diesellooder, 4-wheel caboose 
and steam-powered lidgerwood tower skidder. 
lM1i11oker Camp No.1 is on on-going project which has 
involved thousands of volunteer hours by members of the 
Mountain State Railroad and laggIng Historical 
Assodalion, 0 non-profit organization based in Casso 

Diesel log toader at 
wor\( naar Anjean, 

Graenbrier County, 
in 1955 torthe 
Meadow River 

l1lmberCo. 

Ph%by 86rnllfdK61n 
COOrlssy Eric Mundy • 

lrom , he MSRUiA 
1993 caAtlnd/U 

Roi\rood , . , 
d 'fferent kind of 

porI<. progroms for a I 

Cass: Where \-liS\or~ Comes lIIive\ 

This Week A' Cass 

Free Supplementary Programs 
of Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

August 5-11 , 1996 



Coss Scenic ROl/rood . . . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state parI<. 

Ge' behind ,he scen.s with steam Explore an old lumber mill town 

rop 01 Tho Momlng Tour 
. .. . ..", T~<. 1\'«1 

,... ...~. ,-mlffl ll ,I/Amg 
.., '::;':~_::""" t 'C1U ,*", t mtnd geW,'9 we t 

-~ ~ Coss UnbeI' ,mt. once one of tne 
~ double bandsow and planing 

". as ~ boor 10 Ihe logging opero
bn~~d~~Me~~woo 
~ to ~ pd. " G watch Shoys being pre· 
p:nod grd dIscUSS their Ioscioofing des/gn. Moving 

lID ,.. ct.od N. we kIok a' 0 Heisler and Climax 
~ .• Il. ~ compare these geared engines 

.. 1'\\00 9xJp and 0 rod engsne 
..... 0l'I::Iblg it1Sid& lhe cor shop, we enter 0 world 
01 9*0 'MId deIgh: No lwo days ore the some 
hSde OAII man IPpOIr fociIty. 
~1 162--100 monster Shay, "Big 6- lex-Western 
.o,'o'ybtd is Lndergoing fro assembly after heavy 
shappng &sdes pausing to watch the \oVOrk on No. 
6. woe nstleCl orignoI 19OS Cass Shoy, No.5, and the 
s.'10,)"S mochn ng boy 
Veo.-ng lhe day's active power come 10 life ond 
~·m rhe yard rounds out the lour. 

Behlnd-Ihe-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 
':45 - Man, Thurs 

For '''me LrIObJe 10 'eany·bird·lI' /see above) fhis 
SS-!1ltIUfe W? is Q repeal program, except there 
ate no s/earn,"', smokin'Shoys. The lour is limited to 
15 fJOJ'kYlSitors_ so please sign up at Ihe licket office. 

Coss Town Walk 
1 .. 10"- Scm, Fri, Sn l 

3: /0 ' -Snturday 
5'05 ' - Mall. T/.urs, Fri, Sun 

Meet on Ille C lISS Country 
Store slops 30-minule, half
mile swing /hrougl1 tile old 
company town built be/ween 
1902 lI/1d 1908. 

Cass was the headquarters 
and focus of one of the Iorgest 
lumbering operations in the 
state. learn about this isolated 
industrial town's history, view its prominent structures, 
and hear about what life was like here 80+ years ago . 
A lour brochure is provided for supplementary infar
malio.n about Old Cass and the park's on-going reno 
navallon 01 the former company lawn, placed in 1981 
on the Notional Registry of Historical Places. 

• These lours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro
grr:'m's conclusIon and are thus subiect to a 5·/0 
mln.ule delay whenever a train relurns late; kindly 
WOlf lor your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 

Every-other Saturday 
this season. long out 
of service Shay No. 71s 
bock In steam - at 
least on .screen In the 
COS$ Scenic Rallrood 
Early Yeor.s slide show. 
IP. Bagdon photo. 19681 

Cass Scenic Railroad Early Years 
7:30 p.m. - Saturday 

Meet in the Cass Community Cenler (Frant 
S treet) for t~is ~-minute slideshow featuring 
1964-69 penod Images by Ihe late Vincent 
Bagdon: other views, narration by Phil Bagdon . 

Celebrating long-gone views which mode lhe CSRR 
~ s~cial during ils IIrsl decode, this program 
Investtgates a ralher unsung aspect of roil-related 
history. Journey back to Ihe 1964-75 period and see 
the original equipment, old shop, intact mm, Shay 
No.7, Mawer lumber camp train cars, and more. 

There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, August 6-7 

Cass Interpretive ProgrammIng 
West Virginia Parks hove traditionally oHered 
exceptional progroms by seasonal naturalists The 
Cass Scet1ic Railroad and the old milltown - his-
lorlc subjecl s Ihal they are - call for a different 
spin. Philip Bogdon Is CSRR 510te POlk'S Seosono/ 
His/orion. A devotee of Coss history lor over JO 
years, Phil has contributed his extensive research 
10 severol publicationS and archives In 1976, while 
interviewing old-timers associated wilh the log-
ging and rai lrood elO, he resided In Coss and 
served as a CSRR Irain comrnefllOlor 

'1 « 11,,1 h<"rltnqo In a rnodprn VIIropper Tho Cass Shop' -
You 10 walCh your step and keep ta bs on all small children! 



... ....r-.. /~ t~CassTown Watk'spop

..",~to'TP .. ThJ5 s-..ason'sgUlde, Philip 
~ ... bI'~ by 'f--e Can hIStory bug back in 
. or n. WClO'Id viM to e CSAA and has been 
cM!:v.-""2~" from rea V ever since; his grasp 
d t .. ' .... "lifOIll'" II ball) I'tIIghtlul and enlertain
I""j TI'it lOt.If '~OI"I pertonal research. with
C1.11 ."e11'C6 W) pl'1MOUJ; IOWr) walk prssemalions. 

Cass Scenic 

Whit taker Camp No.1 

N e w at Whittaker Station 

Despite losing operaliDn on the upper holf of lhe Cass Hill 
to January's flood (resump1ion of service to Bold Knob Is 
expected in OctoberL a memorable ride Dwaits yOU ?" the 
CSRR _ 10 Whi!1oker Stalion, site of the new Whittaker 
Camp No. 1 display. Roil equipment Dnd structures repre
senling various focets of West Virginia logging con now be 
inspected during the 20-minute slop. Mondoy through 
Friday, on interpretive lour is offered of camp cors and 
shanties, diesel looder. 4-wheel log train caboose and 
portable high-spor steam skidder. Whil10ker Camp NO.1 is 
on on-going project which has involved thousands of 
volunteer hours by the members of Mountain State 
Railroad & logging Historical Association. a non-profit 
organilotion based in Coss. 

Diesel log loader al 
work near Anjean. 

Greenbrier County. 
In 1955 tor the 
Meadow River 

Lumber Co. 

""010 by fJl)rMldKern 
CouNe"y Eric Mllndy. 

Ilom'fIe MSRLNA 
'993 CSlendal 

~~------, 

Cass: Where \-lislorv Come5l\1i~e\ 

This Week M Cass 

Free Supplementary Programs 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

August 19-25, 1996 

• • 



Cass 

• 
lopO!"'" Morning Tour 

r • (II(td 1\ iidlty 

~_~ '""*"""/("'9 
u~ ...,', "w'd gtolll"9 Wt!t 

~ t!'W (om ~ ,.". onco one of The 
..... ~~. ~bondsoW oodplonln9 
~ en ~ boOr 10 The loggi"9 opera
liD" ~~oI~sprucepuiPWOod . 
" ... ,;.." 1P ... .,ard "" .. wol(h Shoys being pre
Id"N trd c,JrSCUS$ t • b$cinoli"9 design Moving 

• _diad ..... we took at Q He:isIef and crrmox 
... "'-" a:wr.pcws l/'Iese geared engines 

"-O.91ays end Q 2-a..o rod engine. 
A! tJL!OI,.."9 '$de me COl shop, we enter Q world 
d .,.,. 'ead daIght No TWO days ore Ihe some 
~ 011 I"'I3in repel" rocIGy 
~, 162-1Dn monsfer Shay, ' Big 6- [ex-Western 
,,~ :5 ~degGlllQ fmal assembly ofler 0 /'No
~-io"I9 hti!t:Ny shopping. Besides pausing to watch 
;w1lflllD'ton "kL6. we If'tSpecl 0(igioo11905 Cass Shay, 

• 5, crd liE nrl1er fo.scinotng machining boy, 
'tewr'9 ttle day's ocffve power come 10 life and 
SW.k1'llhe yard I'OIKlds oullhe lour. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 
150 - Monday and Saturday 

;g li'I05e unable 10 'eorly-bird-iI' (see above) this 
S;':"'VIJ'ie ~ is 0 ~epea l program, except "here 
oret'lOSfeomlO. smokin' Shoys. The lour is limited 10 
'5 pc3f\ VISItors, so please sign up althe lid.el office. 

I 15'- Wsrl, Thor. Fri, Stln 
,," 0 - SlItllrdllY 

5 'O'- Mon, Wad, Tlwrs. Sun 

A·'ool all I/le Casso Country 
Store sleps for 8 40-minu le, 
half-mile swing Ihrough Ihe 
ofd company town. 

Cass was the heodquan ers 
and focus of one olthe torgest 
lumbering operalions in the 
state. learn about this isolat
ed industrial town's history, 
view its prominent struc lures. and hear about whallife 
was like here 80+ years ago during the boom period. 

_ These tours coincide wilh the Coss Showcase pro
gram's conclusion and are thus subiec! to a 5-/0 
minule delay whenever a Iroin relurns late; kindly 
wail for your guide on the Cass Counlry Slore porch. 

About the cover _ , . 
ThIs gorgeous piece of on apPeOred 
for four years as the cover of the 
pork's brochure. beginning In 1964. 
TechnIcally accurate to the point of 
Intriguing hardeore 'gearheads: II 
depicts the front end business side of 
Shay No.5, one of the three surviving 
original locomotives to work here -
and the oldestlbulll for West VirginIa 
Spruce Lumber Co:s Greenbrier & Elk 
Railroad In 1905). 

Cass SceniC Railroad Early 'fears 
7:00 -Saturday 

Meet in the Cass Community Center (on Fronl 
5I'7et). for this 60-minute slide presentation fea
tu,nng Images by the late Vincent Bagdon: other 
vIews and narration by Phil Bagdon. 

Ce!ebroling long-gone views which mode the CSRR 
~o sP:Bcio\ during its first decode, this progfOm 
In.vesllgates a rather unsung aspect of fOil-relaled 
hlslory. Journey bock to the 1964-75 period ond see 
the original equipment. old shop, lnlocl mill. Shay 
No. 7, Mower lumber camp train cors, and more. 

There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. Augusl 20-21 

Coss Interpretive Programming 
West Virginia State Parks have tradHionaily offered 
exceptional programs by seasonal nalUraiists. The 
Coss Scenic Railroad and the old mill town - his
toric subjects that they ore - call for a di fferent 
spin. Phiip Bogdon Is CSRR Stote Pork's Seasonal 
Historian. A devotee of Coss history 'Of over 30 
years, Phil has conlriboted his extensive research 
to several publicotioos and ord,ives. In 1976. wh~e 
interviewing old-timers associated with the lag
ging and railroad era. he resided In (ass and 
served as a CSRR train commentator 

state pork 
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,"'y 
__ o.-c:. ..I ," ,,~ .. , wood."""" 
.., _..--:, w..I \...". "'*' PIrp« co, ......... _ -"'" .,., w.o-....,...,. tulle 

........ ~, It'OI» ., -') 1iWS.. No. ... ,0 
_ .... __ ~ __ '" f1II5Q tIt.,.dQof 10'.' 
.,.._ .... . ... ~. CSRR", ~ nou. •.. 
'" ...... ~ r;-.- c. ,I,bwer Iog"- No. 110 

-.,_4_109"""" br ...... ,. ~ears 
~ po " _ "'-' Jar fn t'Indenng. bul1t In 
...... . ,.. ... N 0ftjlII"'III caTIP u.in dsplay. 

-...-StMIlDg c.. 0... 0124 IUCh C8IS dona ted 
• c::5JIff ,. 'P2. ~ ,..,..,. LUI'l'Iber '6-12' now 

... a.wIog .... ~.r~No. l . 

....... "*-. RtQoMdy acqJired c. 1957 by 
!UIlDo-k ' a..y RR. 1rum Cherry Rlver Boom 
,~ __ oI-.fl11 c:a-s dona ted by Pins tofl 
~ C. Ire ,.10 F06 ~ 20 YUI$ II served as a 
dIOMd ~ ~ car belOte o.!ng retired 
~ d ~ 01 ,",,-",s 10 role' bearing. 

'"-'......, e.a~~ ... Suit ~ hi 1880s and beneved 
ID be 01 CoIf ' Cob or Bai*notfl & Ohio ances!1y. this 
'bcIooer" II:Ide N r_ of log 1nIin, oul 01 Swandale 
c.reon"." Eli: RN-rCoill & Lumber and lucas
Kn - WM ~ UIrrtMw and GeorgUt·Pacific Corp. 
~ '" l i6oo1 Uf G-P. UMId on relJ/an charters for 
....... J'WI'I,. ~ IOSlMed as No. 8. 

~ Log ~. 8:JII by Meadow Rival lumber 
Co -. ,.;,op '" 10 TIn; beefy 'long tree' device was 
... ...,. 1910;. cam. 10 Can " 1972. 

(ldDI wood ~. HometJo!U from lidgerwood 
PM:t Uf ~Riv ... l.JHmerCo. in 1944. Its seIVlce 
~....., It Wed boIer rn.p.,;tion in 1968; it came 
c.t ... ~'I8IM. OoubI&-heading Shays brought 

fie t.iclv-wood 10 'Ir'hit!abr i'1 '"3. 

Sources other than personal teseorch: 
Irit 8oMey, George Oai;e. Donny Seldomridge 

Sud CosseI. .10M CcweI Red McMafion ' 
oar,., s.Idorntfdga, Wayne Cassat. Rex Cassel 

I!Ichard !iports. JoIvllOloton, George Fizer ' 

H ] 11 n & .MO_' 
(U",tllI'CO 
k.lamm gt, 
No, II/ Ton 
mil uppe. 
rhlJfl I""d, 

Aug,,,, /968. 

ClJrs Dismsnlled or Des/royed 
(continued Irom inside) 

Mow ... lumber log natll (2). No. t 27 and another car (num· 
ber unknown) Wefe dlsmanUed In t970 . 

Wood CombIne. Buffalo Craek & Gauley X· 15 (kltehen and 
dining ear lo r worldra lns); donated by Pittston Coat Co. In 
1967; IIlogan! 1680S-llra ear whleh lost lis rool and rOiled 
down; remaIns 01 the ear (porllally bumed) sit on the uppar 
end 01 the Greenbrier dead line. 

Steel Combine. Bultolo Creek & Gauley X-16; formerly 
P&nnsylv8llle & Reading Seashore Unes: porthole windows 
and open vestibule; acquired 1970; serapped 1973. 

Steel Sago-ge Car. Bultalo Creek & Gauley X-17; sarne ori 
gins/sty le as X-16; acquired 1970, scrapped 1973. 

SO· ton A .A.R. Steel Hopper. Bulfalo Creek & Gauley; 
acqulled 1970. sempped 1972. 

Work train water car. 8&0 X-l023, a steam lender mounted 
on a 40-1001 steel nat; arrived 1966, serapped 1972. 

Steel Gondola. Chesapeake & Ohio No. 29264 (eJ(-Hocklng 
Valley); aequired In 1970, scrapped In 1972. 

Gars Disposed To Other Railroads 
Steel combine. BaltImore & Ohio branehline model ' last 
used In worXira ln service as ear X-4072; acquired In ',967 
(broult'll back Irom Strawberry Festival in Buckhannon); eon
veyed to the Hocking Valley Scenic R.R. In 1972. 

HOlpltal CIU. An undetermined number 01 Ihese U.S. 
Army cars (127), previously used on the Greenbrier River 
exeurslons from Cass to Ronceverte, Were brought In by the 
local freight In 1976 and stored on the C&O siding above the 
w~ter tower (">day's Greenbrier deadline spur); removed 
pnor to the C&O's closure In 1978. 

My.tery C&Q Ca.chel. (3) Donated possibly as eariy as 
1962 lor USe on the excursion railroad (they would not take 
the curves but they were Iree!); branchfins-style coacheS, 
not heavy weig,l; disposed during 1965. 

Cass Scenic Railroad 
- - . 

Cass Scenic Railroad 

Equipment Roster 
(A\\- lime) 

by Philip Bagdan 
Seasonal Historian, 1996 

Cass Scenic Railroad SIa1e Par\<. 

Excursion Car Fleet 
(There are 15 evailab/e excursion catS in 1996) 

No. 1. Standard Closed Plallorm . Converted Irom one of 
the lour SWandale logging nats !n 1970 Into Bald Knob 
'cinder car (originally No. 12); received a roof In 1993. 

NOl. 2·4. Bald Knob All-weather. BuHt from ex-Elk Alver 
Coal & lumber steal loggIng nals In 1967 as Nos. 13·1S; 
renumbered In 1988. 

NOl. 5-8, 11 -13,15. 'Second-generation' Closed Plallorm. 
Former Meadow Alver Lumber B-series skeleton log cars. 

NOl. g, 14. End Units. S&O cabooses - 3O-100t wood. 
steel frame, acquired by &altalo Creek & Gauley (C-Il! 
and C-119). Donated by Pittston Coal In 1970. Lettering as 
they came to CSRR: C-l1l for SC&G, C-119 lor 8&0). 
RetaIned origlnal numbers until 1966. 

No. 10. Open Platform. Former Meadow River B-sertas 
skeleton log CSt. The lasl 01 the 'clnder calS: 

Cabooses 
Cheaapellke & Ohio 90788. Standard wood model 
(reportedly 1926-type) donaled In 1966. 

MtIItdow Rfvw Lumber 3. Standard C&O wood (1924); 
Meadow Rivar Lumber Co .• Raine •• ("rved one the last 
log train in W.Va; donated by Georgla.Pacific In 1972; 
racalved top-to-bottom repair In 1996. 

Vill$lon 2.0. september 1996 
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.... _"IJ~~fi 

., '". ....., 4IC).1IooC bg blri, 

!~;~,:~;~ ~ -......l.uro'bM .. IUC:II».JOr, 11" t. 8-01. 8-6. B-fi, 8-10, 
.. • 8-25.. &-301 bta.q1I dtectly _ == __ " • .1,.. ...... &11. S.1 • • 8-11. 8-22) 
• ".. ~ ~ T.nnery In Frank. 

___ ...... CWI CO"'t'lr1ed lor ucul'llon I$' -

•• .....140 ........... UMd In railfan char-
_"'" ......... C.a..IOhueatriedlhe 

";'-'::;;:~"'" .-a ... --'Y l;eo.:- 8-1211 pan of !:: I ~ B-1 . ha QIIrned !he 

•::.;:';'~:'~_':.:~'~'~''''.'''' c.n.de. Nne adc:ItiorIal ...,. .rrIJ 01 roIIrIg 1I0::Il on Ihe _ ... 
.......... £.......n-. (2).. TlMH .,.. ... IICIn-.fyle adapla· 
too.. - ( I f.,J2' - ~ uMc. I I Meadow Rlvlr 

Co _ .. ao ~ wed as apacer earl 
h';'_........n ... Ioedaut). Research shows 

• ..... • ..... ..... E-Mlio cat • • 1 MAlbtCo. 
.. .,... r fm~ hom G.otgle·PaclflC (see 

....., ... Frri laMety and have 
...... 0- .. ~ e: on GtMnCri.t dea:1line. 

FIfII(J/w Cars 
........... 1IrIIrr c.. t2). CSRX 219 and 220; donal.tJ., "~OI ~ In 1972; UH:l oil-road until 
~ ~ .. Srwp 2 end 3, pCaced oul-oI,service 

..pp ....... CII "J-QPIQfIon n.re In 1993. 

..... 00ftI ~ e .... WVAX3IB; ~ui(ed as U.S. '*' --- cr ~ Btn:n 'hiI)', Uled lor dielel luel 
..,..,. ~ lei c...., tl).J5; may be cleankl 001 and 
v...o •• ....,. ..... .uppty cal 

fiIIwr 1Io.-can , ~ 4Q.4ocJI .tall call, all lonTler. 
..,. t:..It>wtlG ..... NIWf ButMU at Ordinance (SI. Jutillfli ".earl T 0100 time ..... !he Soulh Branch 
.,...., R R .. lV7a •• id'jj1Jonal cel. war •• hlpped In Ihe 

• _ .. ,.owll t 1C)ntW1, , .. . .... 

f -. " __ .aroI~ IQ~ ..,c. .. ~.t. IU"," . " 
II ~ .f'. ......,1 ~ .... .,.. I In HAD I.".,lng WI., 

", ... ' ...... ~I 1\(1. 111.011 11 11 1.4Inbn~ cM/IoU line 
.,. un "" ...... e'i_) NO tll-0037 Md OI.()!flJ!'i:i! 

"V'lI~1 100 k I.,~ ..:I . wt. rWi.1 CAmo tiO r k), "01-001 
... ...,., r ..... .,. Ill. TWo N •• 04().lOCM .... '·I'-NlIIIII.'· roB' 
ttId "'OC") .,. Ilv. In WOt,uan .UuII\lon. (crIbbing wring 
IoUy I~ ___ ). 11111'1 .,. 111.0 OOGII.kltwIly l'IUIequ~1IdII .. 
IOQ\IIi"'Q "ftll ~lIng .. ~11lI\ chIIn,". CIII "00· .. It on 11'1. 
Ca. ptd lind liM with lOlled dI\ek.. 

Passonger Cars 
Ofnlltg Cw. CtlMaQuke '" ONa "Fraooc • • Tev.m": bough. 
by JidI Kanll In ' ~4 Gnd Instolled on 'he old C&O hous6 
!tIdI frol opemllon (IS th. Shll')' Inn: el16r lI'Ie 'os,· 'ood 
r •• ltlumnl do,teI. becam. ' he Park Superintendent's oilice. 

Dining Cw. ChHllpeah '" Ohio "Stuart House": brough' in 
by Jac:k Kane 01 addition 10 his Shay Inn around '967; used 
•• pIl1 01 cons/s, 01 COIS·Durbin excullions: slnco .985 hos 
IIrved as storage $pace. 

Commul.r C.,... (3) No. 960, No. (11. and No. 81 "RorTvley"; 
all "portedy 10lmelCenlra!0' New Jelsey A.A. No. 960 and 
No. (1) came to Coss lrom the Soulh Branch Valley A.A. In 
1982 (picked up lrom Durbin the same lime as the BL-2). No • 
81 "Romney" ("yellow car1 was part 01 the October 1985 
equipment shipment oil !he SBVRR . All used in 1984 and 
1985 on Ihe case-to-Durbin e)(curslons. No. 960 was modi
lied 101" e)(aJrsion service sanS windows, wilh 0 single two
sided bench e)(tendin9 Ihe length 01 Its Interior. 

Baggage Cllr. Norfolk & Weslern Ry. Saggage and Railway 
Express; acquired by Sooth Branch Valley (No.6 'Fredon1; 
ceme to Cass in Ihe equipment shipment 01 October 19S5. 

Other Railroad Equipment 
Amer' can Log Loader. Originally steam-powered. built 
by the American Holst Co. 01 SI. Paul, Minn" for Elk River 
Coat & Lumber Co .• Swanclale. Clay County. Converted to 
diesel, dale unknown. Later .erved ERC&LCo's slJCCe$$Ors, 
W.M. Rltler Lumber Co. and Georgia-Paclllc Corp. Donated 
In 1967 by Q.P; trucked to CaSS and placed on the e)(
ERC&L Ilat which would become CSAR Open Plal/orm No. 
1 in 1970 (see above); lor years loader sat alop ex-Mower 
lIat car No. 110 before being moved 10 Its present hosl car • 
ex-Meadow Rivar sketeton 8-10. Still used In work traIn situ· 
allons (May 1996 cribbing and Seplember 1996 tree-loll) . 

75·lo n Staem Wrecking Crlne. Industrial Brownholsl 75-
Ion. self-propelled model buil t for lo relgn mltllary service; 
Govemment surplus. naver operated e)(cept lor boiler test; 
acquired Spring 1979; Heisler No. 6 ran to DurbIn over tha 
closed C&O Greenbrier line 10 pick il up at Durbin. 

C&Q Kitchen Car No. X·9gQ678. Work train cook car with 
• Ieeplng quarters al OI"1e end. Acqutred by South Branch 
Valley A.A.; laler shipped 10 Cess In October 19B5. Rustad 
and In bad ooncflion on Ihe Greeobrier dead line. 

1.\ 

Cars Wifh Ouestionable Futures 
CSRR Cloled Plat10nn Hoi. 106 Ind 107. Repontdy 
acquIred by Boffalo Creek & Garley RR. ',0m Cherry 
Rlvel Boom 3 Lumber in !he lale 1~. DorIated by 
Pittllon Coal Co. In 1970. For a/molllWo decades Ihey 
seNad as 8)(cursion carl belol' being Jetlred imtead 01 
conversion 011ruck$ to roller bearing • 

CSRR CIo.ed PI.tform No. 110. ~. 01 two 1)(_ 

Chesapeake'" Ohio gondolas donated by Pittston Coat 
Co. In 1970 (operaled by Buffalo Creek'" Gautey In C&0 
lelterlng); car hame was NSled. 

Cenldlen Nltlonal Caboos • • Wooden with en::! cup0-
la. Known 10 be formeriy owned by a 18111811; shipped 
from the South Branch Vall~ In October 1985. 

Cars Dismanlled or Destroyed 
Ongtnl l e)(curs lon cetl. In 1974 there were Ihree 01 
el\tll origir'l8l CSRR cars stin available lor service: 
Closed Platforms Nos. 3 and 22 (ollginally No. 2). and 
Open Ptatform No. 10. ThaI year. retired cars were: Open 
Platlorms No. 1 (railings and ben<:h sti l on cor). No. 5 
(railings and platforms removed. parts stored on deck). 
No. 6 (formelly operaled with 1001 bo)( end no benches. 
ra~lngs intact; shop equipment StOled OIl deck; by 1976, 
railings had been removed}, No. 7 (railings ramoved • 
parts stored on deck); Closed Platform No. 4 (sides, top 
and platform removed In 1972; destroyed by 1976). 
Today. atl but two of \he surviving cars ele are ~recov· 
emble (numbers are unidenllllable) on !he Greenbrier 
dead line spur. Open Platform No. 10 (which seNed 
between 1944 and 1960 os a Mower bunk COl, converted 
lor e)(curslon servIce In 1965; still available as a standby 
carin 1976) has rotted 10 the groood on the upper and 01 
the Cass Yard car siding. 

Mower Lumber Bunk Cw No. 418. Restored by 1967 
and operatad on raillan charters; neglect eventually rot· 
ted the car beyond recovery; destroyed around 19n. 

Mower Lumber Kitchen Cw No . 417. Naver operaled 
on CSRR but In good oondtlon Inlo Ihe 197Ot. lika No. 
418. rotted away and was finally destroyad around 19n • 

Continued on back panel 



Today At Coss 
3 ACln<e Sho~ 

3 mclrve Shays 
I ~odive Heisler 
llnactfve Clima x 

6 Inactive Diesels 

500rces other than personal research: 
MIe~, Geofge DeIke, Donny Seldomridge, 
BI.Id Cm-.ei, Oorrl!l'15e1domrldge, John CosseH, 

Wolne CoueI, ReI c.ossel, Richard Spo~s, 
John KIloton, George Rtel' 

. . ,------------, 

Disposed To Other RBilroads and Sites 
(continued from inside) 

Porler 0-4-OT No. 714. H.K. Ponel Co., 1950 (eln 8234): 
built lor the U.S. Federal Security Agency for operallon at 51. 
EUzabeth's Hospital, Washington, D.C. (No.4); In 1958 
transferred to Inventory 01 Department 01 Health, Education 
and Welfare, then (sometime between 1965 and 1967) 
moved from 51. Elizabeth's to the U.S. Army Transportation 
Corps at FI. Eustis, Va. (No. 714); came to Cass as govem
ment surplus In 10-1972; never In steam here: shipped In 
1981 to BalUmore & Ohio Rallroad Museum as part of the 
trade for Shay No. 6: reportedly being repalred for service 
around the museum yard In Baltimore. 

GM·EMD BL·2 No. 7172. Diesel-electric road switcher built 
lor the Westem Maryland In 1948. Donated to C5RA In 
1982; used on railian charters on the Greenbrier In the eariy 
19805: shipped to South Branch Valley A.A. via the C5X 
connection at Spruce In 1991; plans call lor the unit to be 
restored and operated. 

Locomotive Scrapped 
Shay No.6 (cJn 1907, 1907). 65-tons' : built for Lewisburg & 
Ronceverte A.A.; acquired by Greenbrier. Cheat & Elk 
(Cess) In 1913, rostered as No.6 (2nd); sold by Mower 
Lumber Co. in 1946 to Borgman Brothers lor their Premar 
Coal Co.; orignally used at No.6, Monitor No.1 Mine, West 
End (Tunnelton), then moved to Monltor No.4 at Austen. 
Alter mine's closure, the enginehouse Iell In on No. 6; 
severely damage. With sale price 01 S 1.000, eXamined by 
CSRA and Bear Creek Junction R.A., but passed by due to 
location and engine condition. It was reported to be 
scrapped al the mine site In the summer 01 1969, with parts 
to be sold 10 the Graham Couunty A.A.-Bear Creek Junction 
A.A. at Robbinsville, N.C. Eventually acquIred by Dave 
Corbert and mOIled to a loading point along the old Baltlmot"e 
& Ohio at Tunnelton; a coat train derailment all but destroyed 
It; finally acquired by CSAA and shipped In QOi1doIas, arriv
ing In 1978 (last Incoming equipment brtllJght in by the C&O 
before closure. Scrapped In 1980; cylinders and trucks sit on 
cars up the Greenbrier deadline spur. 

Cass 5tenit \\ai\,ooQ 

locomo\i'le Ros'e~ 
\i'.\\-lime\ 

by Philip Bagdan 
Seasono l H\5\ol"lon. '99b 

Coss Sce nIc. Rollrood S.lole POI .... 

, 
All photo' by PhWIp V. Bagdon 

Active and Shopped Power 
Shay No.2 (cJn 3320, 1928). Peclfic Coasl Model- 96 
tons"; super\1eeted: Ihe only PC buUt as a wood·bumer, 
logic influenced tis conversion to oil belore operation In 
British Columbia as Mayo lumber Co. NO. 4; !$len Lake 
Logging Co., ltd. No. 5. Westem Fore!llndJstries No. 6, 
and Railway Appliance Research (VancOlNer 'Nheta 
Um!ted) No, 114; acquired In 1970; made lIS debut In May 
1972: grates converted for coal bumlng In 1984. 

Shay No. 4 (cJn 3189, 1922). 7().toos"; oI'Iglnelly 81M 
Valley Lumber Co. No. 5, 110ga (Nict'iOlas County); 
Involved In a runeway wreck which $C8lded IOUf man 10 
death In 1941; rebulll et Cherry River Boom a Lumber Co. 
shops In RIctlWQOd; acquired In 1943 by Mow" Lombar 
Co.; It WIIS not only \he last logging Shay hare: but also 
\he IIrst road anglne 01 the Cass Scenic A.R.: In 1m a 
thorOtJgJ shopping wes completed 

Continued inside 

" Factory deslgnalions Engine weigh mo,. In 
operating condition (coal. WOller. tools, mc.). 
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, .... lind .,...' .... M. m. nolo" ",M.; bOoG~ .. 0 1 . bool" 
~ 1\10.,,) run .11'1(:. 1070 

C: '''''''. NQ II (." ' ~1, IOIl~). 70 Ion, .. bUll by Climax 
l4:ICIot.dI'Y. WoI ..... Cony. PI'. lor 1M Moen,.Keppel Co 
I~ County) and lal ' uMd to pull coal on the MIddle 
F RAIIItNKf, anlved her. ( 1970) In 11100«1 ehape; Il new 
boI., Iound In C4uwtda combine. with the Mop 'oree', Ioflg
I\IInIW'tg In t . ... , In \l:ICkJlng thl. project 10 make Ihe lulure 
bnl/lIl. Ihan mI~1 b. expeclec! from It. der.Sel appearance: 
lI eYe'YflIng gee. wel" II may be on the road In 1908. 

StillY No. 36 (dn 2804, ' 016). 70 tons' ; bulil lor an AJabama 
logging .nletpn.e; . pent abcH.JI two decades In Wast Virginia 
- first with Raleigh Lumbar Co. (Glen Mo'IJM), than W.M. 
Rltle. lumbe, Co. ({))cI&V and Maben): In 1942, moved by 
Riller 10 New RIver, Tennessee where It later hauled coal es 
Brimstone Railroad No . 36 (predocassor In 1965 was 
Brimstone & New Rivet); to Tennessee Valley Railroad 
Museum In t967 , then acquired by mllfan George Kadelek, 
who arT8I1ged Its move here In 1987; purchased In 1994; II 
has a good boIlet bol because of siZe and age, likely 10 
lemaln on the dead line lor some time. 

Baldwin Rod Loco No. 612 (eln 69858,1943). Built for the 
U.S. Army Transportation Corp and opemted at Fori Eustis. 
Va. as Ihe 'Johnny D. BUHuss' until 1971; this 2.8.0 
'Conso~detlon ' has never run here - until the 1985 11000 
which ended Duroln Runs, It was Ideal c8l1d!date as tha 
waler level route's fultlre power. 

Diesel-electric Units 
No. 20. General Eleelric 45-lon switcher built In 1941 for the 
U.S. Navy; acquired as surplus In 1978; first 'shop goat'; oul 
01 service since 1988. 

No. 34. G.E. 65· ton switcher. U.S. Navy; acquired as gov. 
emment surplus, shipped from Soulh Btanch Valley R.R. In 
10-85: used for a lew years as a 'shop goat'; out of service 
since 1995. 

NOl. 16 and 17. Aleo 5 4. Buill for Bal1imore & Ohio: 
acquired by Soulh Br8l1ch Valley A.A.: shipped to cass In 
10·85: neveroperaled. 

No •. 26 and 27. GM-EMD MRS- I foreign service road 
sW!lchers: U.S. Army Transporlatlon Corp., Fort Eustis. Va: 
delivered 10 CSRR In July 1976 with hospital cars (were 
thore Ihroe?), subsequently moved to South Branch Valley 
R.R, before the C&O closure In 1978; returned to Cassin the 
movement from SBVRA or1glnallng of 10-85. 

DTsposed To Olher Railroads and Sites 
Shay No. I. (eln 1519. 19(5). 65 1oOtIS; bub Iof GVI 
Hunlley Lumber Co .. RoncevBfte; \he.am. yaar.., to 
Flint, Erving and Stoner Lumber Co .• Thornwood; !hen \0 
North Fori!. Lumber Co., NotllnPm: aapred by Ih. 
Greenbrier. Cheal & Elk In 1915 In a deal imoIYIrog the 
trade 01 original Cass Shay No. 1 (42-1on., I"M)-\ruck 'Old 
Bamey"): distiroclive in Its 1957 paint lob (Chinese Red 
cab and tender, dar1< Qfeen boiler }ackeE): on stardJy at 
the time of the 1960 closure; worn wheel-ftanQas k&pt It 
out 01 service aller use as pusher engine In 1963; c0n
veyed In 1980 10 Baltimore & Ohio RaDroad MU$8Uffi as 
part of the trade lor WMRy No. 6: on sialic display. 

Shay No. 3. 80 tons, eln 3233. built U'na 9-28-23 for 
Hofius Steel & EquIpment Co. (Uma's dealer In Seattle; 
sold 10 Independence Logging Co., Independence, 
Wash., then Mount Emily Lumber Co. (No. 1). LaGrange, 
Ore.; dot\9.led to Oregon Historical SocIety; in 1970 
leased to CSAA lor 20 years; retumed n 1993: In oper
ation on the City of Prineville Rai lroad, PrineVIlle, Ore. 

Continued on back panel 
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( 'M;S 1I0l\II.X OM I( I!I!IIi 
11th 1\1\1111111 

The communll]J 01 (tlS5 wlcomes \IOU 10 
our I Ith annual homecoming celetJralion 
People 01 all ages have JOined In Ihe fun In tne 
pasl 'dears. and we have worked hard 10 can 
Nnue thiS Iradilion. 

This "down home" good lime 15 sup
ported enllrel'd bid donallons and the effort o( aD 
volunleer commllte Your suggesllons and oen
IIbulitons are greall~ apprecltated. 

THANKS 
We would like 10 thank all of the business and 
individuals far their contrlbullons and support. 

COr..'TACIS & COMMEN'fS 
Anld suggesllons and ocmmenis can be re
(erred to an'd member of our ocmmillee: 
Darrell Turner - Prelsldent 
Katrina Deftbaugh - Treasure 
Cathld Ribble - Secretarld 
Terrld Ribble Leftl,j Meeks 
Dan Deftbaugh Wanda Halterman 
Stan Beafare Dave McMillion 
Usa Hubbert Gall Vanderander 
Joe Warder Ton'da Warder 
Brenda Thomas Marld Perkins 

PJ1nlT<d 8y 
POCAHONTAS COUNlY 
TOURISM COMMISSION 

1-800-336-7009 



Junr 24 

June 25 

It 'rll ANNUAl, 
CANS IIOM I'X'():-.tl NH IOM 

AUItNI)A 
,'UIU\ 1M • June.1i!8 

rlCUI for Prlntf." r,llI(q 7:00pIII 
CISS fire II ,JI (I&c" S.I) 

Prlu G.mq I1rH for IUIln 7:3OplII 
Corrununity Cenltr (00na11OllJ necpl£d) 

June 26 . The Grnl Clkt Walk 7:30pm 
Community Cenler Parking 1.01 or Fire Howe in case of (J in 

June 27 Rtglslratton 
IO:OOam .3pm Fire House 

•• YOII mUSI regiJlef 10 receive Q diMt r ridel" 

Start tile day of flln for the young and tile young at heart 
Loca.tOO at the Fire HOllsc 

PttShow 10:001111 
With small household deomeslic pets 

Games 10:001111 
Dunking Booth, Fish Pond, Egg Toss, Egg & Spoon Relay, Water BaUooru 
Shot Race, Waler melon Ealin COnltsl, Waltrmc\on Seed Spining COnltSI 

Bluar 
Fire House (Stl up 8:00am) 

Antique Car Sho¥!' and 
Fire Trutk Display 
Fire House 

11:001111 

' rile Second A.nnunl Cas; Parade 1:00pm 

Magic Show 2:00pm 
Puppd Show (following lhe Magic Show) 
Community Cenltr 

Rtgittr.tlon rab1t 1IiU Continue 4:00prn-6:20pIII 
Community Ccnler 

Crowlnl Ceremonies oflhe Qul'tn and KIng 5:00pm 

June 28 

Community Ccnler 

DIDce Live .Musk 7:00pm 

Biggtr and Bettcr 

Church ,"'ith Gospel Sing 
Cau Methodi! Cburth 

Final Regislutioo 
Community Cenler 

,1 :00·,2noon 

1:00pm 
Buffel Dinner 5500' 

• Don't for8er 10 bring your dinner tickel or you WIt! be c~aTBtd 


